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OF THE : 


PEOPL E CALLED QUAKERS. 


0-0-0 N 


CHAS nv. 


Eueen Anne aſcends the Throne.—Addreſſes to 
her.—She declares her Reſolution to maintain 
the Toleration.—Second Addreſs. —Account of 

Margaret Fox.—G. Keith ſent a Miſſionary to 

America. Account of . Rigge—His 

Ep Aale of Advice. 


ANN, the ſecond daughter of King James, on AP. 
who was married to Prince George of Denmark, xv. 
ſucceeded to the throne by virtue of the act of —— 


ſettlement, Addreſſes of congratulation were „ es: 
made to her from all quarters upon her acceſ- aſcends the 
ſion. The people called Quakers thought them- ronc. 


ſelves no leſs than others called upon to con- 


dole the king's death, and teſtify their fidelity 


to the new ſovereign. They accordingly drew 
up an addrels, and deputed George Whitehead 
B 2 and 


X 


HISTORY oF THE 


CH AP. and ſome other friends to preſent it, who being 
introduced by the Duke of Ormond and the 
Earl of - Marlborough, read her the tollow- 
ing: 


XIV. 
| 1702. 


her, 


3 


Addreſs to 


to the renown ot his memory. 


Jo Queen Anne, over England, &c. 


ec N it pleaſe the Queen, 


e We thy peaceable ſubjects cannot but be 


forrowſully affected with a deep ſenſe of the 
loſs ſuſtained by the death of our late King 


William the third, whom God made the in- 
ſtrument of much good to theſe nations; a 
prince who indeed defired to be a father of 


his people, and as ſuch did by his great ex- 
ample as well as precept, endeavour to unite 
them in intereſt and affection, and promoted 


and confirmed a legal liberty to tender con- 


ſciences, by all which his reign was adorned, 
FD -; 

« And it having pleaſed the all-wiſe God, 
the diſpoſer of kingdoms, to preterve thee 
to ſucceed to the government of theie na- 


tions, and thereby to the maintaining and 


conſummating thoſe great works lo happily 
begun, we humbly beg leave to congratulate 


thy free and peaceable acceſſion to the throne, 


from whence we obſerve the Oueen's excel- 


* lent declaration, manifeſting her care for the 
good of all her people, and therefore doubt 


not but we her proteitant diſſenting ſubjects 


ſhall partake of her royal favour and pro- 
tection. 


We ſincerely declare, that with the aflif- 


(e 


<6 


tance of the grace of God we will always, 
according. to our chriſtian Auty, demonſtrate 
( Our 
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« pray that his wiſdom may direct, and his — 


© henefit of theſe nations. 


PEOPLE carte QUAKERS. 5 


« our good affection, truth and fidelity to the CH A r. 
« Queen and her government, and heartily XIV. 


&« blefling be upon the Queen and her great Es 
council, to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im- 
« morality, and the promoting of piety, peace 
<« and charity, to the glory of God, and the 


“% May the King of Kings make thy reign 
long and glorious, to which temporal ble. 
ſing we hall Pray for thy eternal happi- 
8 neſs.” x ; 
«© Signed on behalf and by che appointment 
of the aforeſaid people at a meeting in 
London che roth of 20d month 1702,” 


CL 


cc 


This addrofs was very favourably received: by 
the 0 4 poles its N zend to her, 
anſwered: ff 0 N 


0 Sink you for. your addreſs, and I affure 
" Ou of mY en unc! 5h 1 


5 
7 


The Qucen having Aten fa es "The Queen 


clared her reſolution ta maintain the act of toi eciares her 


relolution 


leration in favour of diſſenters, friends at their to maintain 


tucceeding yearly meeting in London thought it 3 
proper to wait upon her with an addrels of 
thanks for her ſaid declaration, and the follow- 
ing addreſs was drawn up by ſaid meeting, 


and CT to her bY a deputation of ſuitable 
kriends: PRE 


62 10 


cc 
ce 
ce 
cc 


Second ad- 
dreſs to the cc 
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cc 

cc 
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HISTORY or THE 


_ © To Queen Anne, over England, &c. 


The humble and thankful acknowledg- 
ment of the people commonly called Quakers, 
from their yearly meeting in London, the 
zoth day of the third month called "Op! 
1702. 


wy « May. it pleaſe the - Queen 


46 We thy peaceable and dutiful ſubjedts, 


met from moſt parts of thy dominions, at 


our uſual yearly meeting (for the promotion 
of piety and charity), being deeply affected 


with thy free and noble reſolution in thy late 


ſpeech at the prorogation of the parliament, 
to preſerve and maintain the act of toleration, 
for the eaſe and quiet of all thy people, 
could not but in 
engaged, both to thank Almighty 
© that favourable influence, and to renew and 


gratitude eſteem ourſelves 


render our humble and hearty acknowledg- 


ments to the Queen for the ſame, affuring 


her (on behalf of all our friends) of our 


ſincere affection and chriſtian obedience. 
And we beſeech God, the fountain of wil- 
dom and goodneſs, fo to direct all thy coun- 
* fels and undertakings, that righteouſnels 
which exalts a nation, and mercy and juſtice 
that eſtabliſh a throne, may be the character 
of thy reign, and the bleſſings of theſe king- 


doms under it. 


“Signed by appointment aud on behalf 


of the ſaid meeting.“ 


Of 


God for 


Oe awd o=s.gwpEyp 5 
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y Of thoſe who preſented this addreſs, William c HAP. 
Penn was the deliverer, and the Queen was xIV. 
pleaſed to ſpeak to him in a very kind manner, 
and not only received the ſaid addreſs favour. 1702. 
* ably, but after it was read to her, ſhe was 
1 n to give the following anſwer: 


« Mr. Penn, I am fo well pleaſed that what 
ce J have ſaid is to your ſatisfaction, that you 


„ and your friends may be aſſured of mo pro- 
5 tection. 


This year died Margatet, the widow of George ac Account of 
Fox, being in or about the. 87th year of her "ws 
age. She was the daughter of John Aſkew of -* 
Marſh Grange in the pariſh of Dalton in Lan- 

 caſhire, a gentleman of an antient family and 
good eſtate, and conſpicuous for piety and 
charity. His daughter Margaret was religiouſly 
inclined from her tender years, and was mar- 
ried before ſhe attained the age of eighteen years 
to Thomas Fell, who being bred a lawyer, was 
made a juſtice of peace, was. a member in 
ſeveral parliaments, appointed vice-chancellor 
of the county of Lancaſter, and after ſome time 
a Welch judge, in which ſtations he acquitted 
himſelf with honour, being in reputation for 
_ wiſdom, juſtice, moderation and mercy. He 
\ deceaſed in the year 1658, having been married 
= twenty-ſix years, and left behind him a ſon 
and ſeven daughters. We have ſeen the means 
uſed to exaſperate him againſt the Quakers (fo » 
called) on account of the convincement of his 
wife and moſt of his family in his abſence, and 
the anxiety he conceived on that account; but 
when he came home, the diſcreet and obliging 
behaviour 
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HISTORY or Tur 


c HAP. behaviour of his wife, and George Fox's diſ- 


. XIV. courſe, diſpelled the cloud, and opened his un- 
vr derſtanding to perceive that the repreſentation 


1702. 


actions, as a member of this ſociety, 
already related in the courſe of this hiſtory ; 
frequent applications to King Charles and others by 
in favour of her ſuffering friends, (in which 
her indefatigable perſeverance gave her ſuc- 


King's death. 
only to add, that beſide her premunire and im- 
priſonments, ſhe was ſeveral times fined for 
preaching. After a widowhood of eleven years 
ſhe was married to George Fox, and ſurvived 
him about the ſame length of time. 
was a woman of good ſenſe and true greatneſs 


he had received of this people was the effect of 


antipathy, and intended to prejudice him againſt 


them ; he therefore continued to treat his wife 
with his uſual complacency and affection: and 


after he gave up his houſe for a meeting: place 
for her and her friends, he was not obſerved 
to give much attendance upon the public wor- 


ſhip, but when the meeting was Kept in his 
hall, he generally fat in an adjoining room, 


where he could hear without appearing to join 
the friends in their worſhip; and although he 
did not profeſs himſelf of their ſociety, he af- 
forded them his protection againſt the malice of 
their enemies, as far as lay in his power. 


The principal part of Margaret Fell's tranſ- 


times to near the 
10 her own ſufferings we have 


cels)g.::the repeated at 


That ſhe 


of mind, is evident from her behaviour and de- 
fence on her trial for refuſing to ſwear; that 
ſhe was a prudent mother and ſkilful manager 
of her family and: domeſtic concerns appeared 
in the effects thereof in her daughters, who were 

| all 


have been 
her 
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PEOPLE ALLE DV QUAKERS. 


pliſhed women: She was conſpicuous for virtue 
in civil ſociety, but this procured her no reſpect 
from thoſe who could fee no virtue without the 


9 
all well married, honourable and well accom-c 4 AE. 


XIV. 
— 
1703. 


pale of conformity; ſhe was eminent for her 


rank and ſervices in religious ſociety, and there- 
fore was diſtinguiſhed by a peculiar ſeverity of 
perſecution 3 ſhe was honourable in her life, 
and evidenced ſhe was well prepared for her 
death by the excellent expreſſions ſhe uttered 
near her concluſion. 

George Keith, who had as yet by his akin; 


G. Keith 


mity obtained no ſettlement in the church of C 


England, but preached in different places as the 
biſhops appointed him, was about this time ſent 
as a miſhonary to America, having raiſed an 
expectation that he would bring over many of 


miflion ary, 


the Quakers and others to the church (ſo called; 


his ſucceſs will appear when we come in courſe 


to treat of the ſtate of this ſociety in America, 


for there we ſhall meet with him again. 


In the year 1704, Ambroſe Ripoe' of Ryegate 
in Surrey, departed this life. Ile was born at 


Banton in Weſtmoreland, and convinced of the 


principles of this ſociety about the year 1652, 


I 704. 
Acco Unt of 
Arm 57012 


Rig ge. 


and was thereupon rejected by his parents and 


relations. In ſome time after, he thought it his 
duty to appear as a miniſter amongft them, and 


travelled in the exerciſe of his miniſtry to Lon- 
don, and to the ſouthern and weſtern counties 


of England in or about the year 1655, in com- 
pany with Thomas Robertſon: Zealous for the 
promotion of the teſtimony of the truth, his; 
lufterings for his teſtimony bore proportion to 


tis zeal. His impriſonment with his companion 
Thomas Robertſon at Baſingſtoke, 1 in the couric 


Eis ſuffer- 


17 88. 


At Baſing 


of ſtoke. 


10 


HISTORY or TEN 


CHAP.of that year, hath been already noticed. He 


XIV. 


was again impriſoned at Southampton in the 


— ſame year. In the year 1658, paſling through 


1704. 
2 


At South- 
ampton. 


theſe parts again, the impulſe of chriſtian duty 
incited him to viſit his friends in priſon there, 
and for this office of brotherly kindneſs he was 
ſeized by the conſtable and other officers, and 
moſt ſhamefully abuſed, being dragged down 
ſtairs, ſeized by 
from which they let him fall ; then they dragged 


him by the feet to the cage, pulling his hair 


off his head, and tearing his clothes. After all 


this ill uſage, he was, by the mayor's order 


whipped in the market place; then thrown 


down backward into a wheelbarrow, carried in 


that up a part of the ſtreet, and from thence 
thrown into a dung cart, and ſo ſent away 


from tithing to tithing, and threatened, that if 


he came again he ſhould be whipped twice as 


much, burned on the ſhoulder and baniſhed the 


land. At another time viſiting a friend in his 


| ſickneſs, he was taken before two juſtices, who, 
| becauſe he declined to pull off his hat at their 
command, ſent him to priſon, where he lay five 


„%%% 8 
This is another ſpecimen of the unchriſtian 
treatment, which this people received from thoſe 


hands, who, under pretence of the privileges of 


the people being infringed by the former powers, 
had taken up arms to redreſs their grievances. 


The ſucceeding revolution of government in the 


reſtoration of the monarchy exempted them 
from theſe ſervile puniſhments of whipping and 


paſſing them as vagrants, but expoſed them to 
great hardſhips in long and uncomfortable im- 
priſonments, and ſpoiling of their outward ſub- 


pance. 


| This 
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the throat, ſet on a cowl ſtaff, 


7 nder 
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1 ſearched, ſent away his mare, kept him on guard 
all night, 
Where after four days confinement in the mar- 
ſhal's houſe, the oath of allegiance was tendered 
him by two juſtices, who, upon his refuſing it, 
committed him to the county jail, where he lay 
above four months. 
to priſon at Horſham in Suſſex, and at the next At Hor- 
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This friend ſeems to have ſuffered ſeverely c HA P. 


Z nder every government, by molt or all the XIV. 
1 variety of penal laws contrived for the diſtreſſing WV 
- non-conformilts. 
had no ſooner made their inſurrection, than 
1 e was taken up as he was travelling on horſe- 
back and carried before the lieutenant of the 


The fifth-monarchy men 1704. 


county, who ordered him to be ſtripped and 


3 
t, and next day ſent him to Wincheſter, ob ol 


In 1662 he was committed 


Mam pre- 


aſſizes indicted, tried immediately, and ſentence mnie. 
of premunire was paſſed upon him in the uſual _ 
manner, under which he was detained in priſon 
ten years and upward. He was proſecuted in . 
the Exchequer for tithes at the ſuit of Robert in the Ex- 
Pepys, 
; Zed to kill him: Said Pepys proſecuted him, his 
wife and two of his ſervants in the Eccleſiaſtical 
court, and procured their excommunication for 
abſence from the national worſhip. 
3 Rigge was indicted at ſeſſions for not going to 
hear common prayer, and was committed to 
priſon, where he lay above a year. 
was proſecuted by the aforeſaid Pepys on the 
ſtatute of 201. a month for eleven months ab- 
ſence from the national worſhip. 
Having thus paſſed a life of religious labour 
in the ſervice of God and man, whereby many 
were converted to righteouſneſs; and endured 
3 perſecution and affliction with remarkable faith - 


prieſt of Gatton, who furiouſly threaten. auer. 


Ambrole 


In 1683 he 


fulneſs 
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HISTORY or THE 


CHAP. fulneſs and patience, whereby his peace was 
XIV. 


— looked rents towards his diſſolution as the end 
1704. of all his troubles, faying, I am going where the 


encreaſed, in the time of his laſt ſickneſs, he 


weary are at reſt; and having been inured to 
patience in affliction, it deſerted him not in 
this laſt trial of all. He bore his ſickneſs with 
much patience and reſignation to the Divine 
Will, and his love and eſteem of the pure truth 
abode with him to the laſt, declaring a little 
before his departure, © It friends kept to the 


root of life in themſelves they would be the 
“ happielt people in the world.” He departed 
this life the zoth of 11”, 1704, aged ſeventy . 
years or upward, and a miniſter forty- nine 


years. 

He lived long aug to ſee with regret a 
declenſion in ſome profeſſing the ſame principle 
of truth, in turning their attention more to the 


purſuit of great poſſeſſions in this world, to ag- 
grandize themſelves and families, than to make 
their calling and election ſure, whereby ſome 
meeting with diſappointment in their aim, had 
deviated from that ſcrupulous regard to moral 


juſtice, which in the beginning had remarkably 
diltinguiſhed the members of this ſociety; the 


deep and affecting concern of his mind drew 
from him the erde epiſtle of advice to his 


friends: 


N 
4 


hath my life been oppreſſed, and my ſpirit 
grieved, to ſee and hear of the uneven walking 
of many, who have a name to live, and pro- 
feſs the knowledge of God in words, yea, 
* and alio of fome who had taited of the good 


CC 


* 
ce 


qe 
A 


4 
ce 


Many __ and months, yea, ſome years, 


word of God, and have been made partakers 
& of 
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was of the powers of the world to come, and have c HA p. 
he e received the heavenly gift and grace of God, XIV. 
nd dich teacheth all (who walk in it) to deny all — 
the ungodlineſs and worldly lu i/ts, and to live ſoberly, 1704. 
to ** Hongſely and righteouſly in this preſent world, 
in © whoſe faithfulneſs (with great reaſon) hath 
ith been expected to God in things of the Higheſt 
ine concern, and to have walked as lights in the 
wth world, and in all faithfulneſs both to God and 
tle “ man, to have ſtood as living monuments of 
this the mercies of the Lord, letting their lights 
the ſo ſhine before men, that they might ſee their 
ted good works, both in ſpiritual and temporal 
-nty concerns; and ſo might have honoured and 
line © glorified God in their day and generation, 
and have convinced (or coniounded) gain- 
t a © fayers, putting to filence the ignorance of 
iple *< fooliſh men, whereby the worthy name of the 
the Lord (by which they have been called), might 
ag-⸗ have been renowned through the earth, and 
Ake his precious truth and glory ſpread to the ends 
me ot it, that many through the bebolding their 
had good and CXcmplary converiation 1n Chriſt, 
2 (coupled with che holy fear of God) mig ht 
ably have defired to lay hold of the ſkirt of a chrif- 
the . Ran indeed, who/e praiſe is not of men, but of 
600 
1 28 A heſe are the fruits which we have laboured 
= $* and travelled for, through many and great 
ars, | 1 den that many might be turned to righte- 
pirit 4 ou? "fe, and that the knowledge of the power 
eing . aud giory of the Lord might Cover the earth, 
"WT the waters dothe fea. This was (and 
yea, * is) our only end and deſign, which blefled be 
. "2 the Lord, many are witnelles of, and eſtabliſhed 
kers in, to our abundant joy and comfort: But there 
C of * $36 
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are ſome amongſt us, who have not walked 


humbly with the Lord, as he hath required, 
nor kept in that /ow eſtate; neither inwardly 
nor outwardly, which becometh ſuch who are 
travelling up to Zion, with their faces thither- 
ward, but have launched from the rock which 


is firm and ſure, into the great fea of troubles 
and wnceriainty, where ſome have been drown- 


ed, others hardly eſcaping, and many yet la- 
bouring for the ſhore, with little hopes of 
coming at it; who have not only brought 
themſelves in danger of ſuffering {hipwreck, 


* but have drawn in others, and have endan- 


gered them allo, which hath opened the 
mouths of the enemies of Zion's welfare, to 


blaſpheme his great and glorious name, and 


hath eclipſed the //re of the glorious ſun of 


righteouſneſs, both in city and in country); 
this is a crying evil, and ought not to go 
unreproved, and chat with a ſevere counte- 


nance; for God is angry with it, and will 
aſſuredly punith it. 


„Many have got credit upon the account of 


truth, becauſe at the beginning it did, and 


doth ſtill lead all, who were and are faithful 


to it, to faithfulneſs and truth, even in the 
unrighteous mammon, and to let their yea be 
yea, and their nay be nay, even between man 
and man in outward things; ſo that many 


would have credited one that was called a 


ARK ER with much, and many I believe 
did meerly upon that account, ſome whereof, 


I doubt, have juſt cauſe to repent of it al- 
ready : but if truth and righteouſneſs had 
been lived in by all who profeks it, there had 


been no ſach occaſion given: For they who 
| &« ſtill 
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PEOPLE cALIED QUAKERS. 15 
lked 4 {till retain their integrity to the truth and life c HA. 
red, 6 of righteouſneſs manifeſted, can live with a XIV. 
wrdly c cup of water, and a morſel of bread in a cot. 
) are tage, before they can hazard other men's 1704 
ther- „ ettates to advance their own ; ſuch are not 
hich 4 forward to borrow, nor to complain for want, 
ubles „ for their eye and truſt is to the Lord their 
wn. * preſerver and upholder, and he hath con- 

t la. „ tinued the little meal in the barrel, and the oyl 
s of „ in the cruſe hath not failed to ſuch, till God 
ught „ hath ſent further help; this is certainly known 
reck, „ to a remnant at this day, who have coveted no 
dan. 1 man's filver, gold or apparel, but have and do 
the ( /abour with their hands night and day, that the 
e, to * goſpel may be without charge. 

and It is fo far below the nobility of Chr. iſtianity, 
n of e that it is ſhort of common civility and honeſt ſo- 
try; ciety amongſt men, to fit into men's eſtates, 
o go © and borrow upon the truth's credit, (gained by 
unte- the juſt and upright dealing of the faithful) 

will „ more than they certainly know their own 

\ 2% eſtates are like to anſwer ; and with what they 
nt of „ borrow reach after great things in the world, 
and *** appearing to men to be what in the ſight of 
thful “ God and truth they are not, ſeeking to- com- 
the “ pals great gain to themſelves, whereby to 
ea be „ make themſelves or children rich or great in 
man the world: This I teſtify for the Lord God, 
many is deceit and hypocriſy, and will be blaſted 
led a “ with the breath of his mouth, and we have 
lieve 6 ſeen it already. 
ereof, And that eſtate, that is got either with the 
it al- rending, or with the hazard of rending ano- 
had ther man” s, is neither honeſtly got, nor can 
e had be bleſſed in the poſſeſſion: For he that bor- 
who rows money of another, if the money lent be 
« (till 8 wh either | 


HISTOR Y:'-or "Tie 
either the lender's proper eſtate, or part of it, 


or orphan's money that he 1s entruſted withal, 


or widow's, or ſome ſuch, who would not let 


it go but upon certain good ſecurity, and 


to have the valuable conſideration of its im- 


provement; and the borrower, though he 
hath little or no real or perſonal eſtate of his 


own, but hath got ſome credit, either as he 


is a profeſſor of the truth, or otherwiſe, and 


| hath (it may be) a little houſe, and a ſmall 
trade, it may be enough to a low and con- 


tented mind; but then the enemy gets in, 


and works in his mind, and he begins to 

think of an higher trade and a finer houſe, 
and to live more at eaſe and pleaſure in the 
world, and then contrives how he may bor- 
row of this and the other, and when accom- 


pliſhed according to his deſire, then he begins 


to undertake great things, and get into a 


fine houſe, and gather rich furniture and 
goods together, launching preſently mto the 
ſtrong torrent of a great trade, and then make 


a great ſhow, beyond what really he is, which 


is diſhoneſty; and if he accompliſh his in. 
tended purpole, to raiſe himſelf in the world, 


it is with the hazard (at leaſt) of other men's 
ruin, which is unjuſt: but if he falls ſhort 


of his expectation (as commonly fuch do) 
then he doth not only ruin others, but himſelf 


* allo, and brings a great reproach upon the 
bleſſed truth he protefleth, which is worſe _ 
and this hath already been mani- 


than all; 
teſted in a great meaſure, and by ſad ex- 


perience witneſſed. But the honeſt, upright \ 


heart and mind knows how to want, as wel! 


te in 


as how to abound, having learned content 
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in all ſtates and conditions ; a ſmall cottage CHAP. 


and a little trade is ſufficient to that Mind, 
and it never wants what 1s ſufficient: F 
that clothes the lilies, and feeds the rawvens, 
cares for all who truſt in him, as it is at this 
day witnefled, praiſes to God on high; and 
that man hath no glory in (nor mind out after) 
„ ſuperfluous or needleſs, rich hangings, coſtly 
furniture, fine tables, great treats, curious beds, 


3 veſſels of filver, or veſſels of gold, the very poſ- 
eon of which creates envy, as ſaid the antient 


chriſtian Clemens Alexandrinus. 


Peday. lib. 2. 
cap. 3. pag. 160, 161. 
“The way 


were never forſaken in any age, nor their feed 
begging their bread. And charge all parents 


of children, that they keep their children low 


and plain in meat, drink, apparel, and every 
thing elſe, and in due ſubjection to all juſt 
and reaſonable commands, and let them not 
appear above the real eſtates of their parents, 
nor get up in pride and high things, though 
their parents have plentiful eſtates; for that 
is of dangerous conſequence to their future 


happineſs: And let all who profeſs the truth, 
both young and old, rich and poor, ſce that 
they walk according to the rule and diſcipline 


of the goſpel, in all godly converſation and 
honeſty, that none may ſuffer wrong by them 
in any matter or thing whatever; that as the 
Apoſtle exhorted, they may owe nothing to any 


man, but to love one another; for love out of a 


pure heart is the fulfilling the law : which law 
commands 79 do juſtly to all men: And he that 
hath but little, let him live according to that 
$6 -nttie; 


to be rich and happy in this 
world, is firſt to learn righteouſneſs; for ſuch 


XIV. 


For he SYS 
1704. 


18 
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HAP.“ little, and appear to be what in truth he is; 


for above all God abhors the hypocrite, and 


he that makes haſte to be rich falls into ſnares, | 


temptations, and many noiſome and hurtful luſts, 
which drown many in perdition, and the love 
of money is the root of all evil, which while 


% ſome have luſted after, they have erred from the 
Li Halb, and compaſſed themſelves about with 


veric 10. 


Acts xx. 35. 


4, 


* many ſorrows. 

« For preventing this growing evil for the 
time to come, let ſuch by faithful friends be 
exhorted, who either live without due care, 


ſpending above what they are able to pay for, 
or run into great trades, beyond what they 


can in honeſty 
them be tenderly admoniſhed of ſuch their 
undertakings; this will not offend the lowly 
upright mind ; neither will the honeſt-mind- 


ed, who through a temptation may be drawn 
into ſuch a ſnare and danger, take any occa- 
ſion to ſtumble, becauſe his deeds are brought 


to the light. And if after mature deliberation, 


any are manifeſted to be run into any danger | 
of falling, or pulling others down with them, 
dealt withal in time, 


let them be faithfully 
before the hope of recovery be loſt, by honeſt, 


faithful friends, who are clear of fach things 4M 
themſelves, and be admonithed to pay what 
have borrowed faithfully and in due 
time, and be content with their own, and to 
labour with their own hands in the thing that 
is honeſt, that they may have wherewith to 


they 


give to him that needeth, knowing that if 7: 
more bleſſed to give than to receive. 
they hear, and are thereby recovered, you 
will not count your labour loſt; but if they 
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be high, and refuſe admonition, it is a mani- CH AP. 
feſt ſign all is not ꝛwell: Let ſuch be admoniſh- XIV. 
ed again by more friends, and warned of tna 


danger before them; and if they {till refuſe 1404. 


and reject counſel and admonition, then lay 
it before the meeting (concerned about truth's 


affairs) to which they do belong, and if they 


refuſe to hear them, then let a teſtimony go 
forth againſt ſuch their proceedings and un- 


dertakings, as not being agreeable to the truth, 
nor the teſtimony of a good conſcience, neither in 
the fight of God nor man,; this will be a terror 
to evil-doers of this kind, and a praiſe, en- 


couragement and refreſhment to them who 


do well, and nothing will be loſt, that is 
worth ſaving, by this care: for he that doth 


truth, whether in ſpiritual or temporal mat- 
ters, will willingly bring his deeds to light, 


that they may be maniteſted to all, that they 1 


are wrought in God. 


Theſe things lay weightily upon me, and I 
may truly ſay, in the ſight of God, I writ 
them in a great croſs to my own will, tor I 


delight not, nay, my ſoul is bowed down at 


the occaſion of wr iting ſuch things; but there 
is no remedy, the name of the Lord has 
been, and is likely to be greatly diſhonoured, 
if things of this nature be not ſtopped, or 


prevented for time to come: Therefore 
I beſeech you all, who have the weight and 
ſenſe of theſe things upon you, let tome 
Ipeedy and effectual courſe be taken to pre- 
vent what poſſibly we may, both in this and 


all other things, that may any way cloud the 


glory of that ſun which is riſen amongſt us. 
And make this public, and ſend it abroad to 
2 TOS 


HISTORY or Tur | _— 


c HA.“ be read in true fear and reverence, and let 
XIV. © all concerned be faithfully and plainly warned 
(without reſpect of perſons) by faithful friends, 
1704. „ who have the care of God's glory, and his 

„ church's peace and proſperity upon them: 
So will the majeſty and glory of God ſhine 
upon your heads, and you ſhall be a good Ae 


| ** favour of life, both in them that are ſaved, — FT 

| « and 1 in them that are loſt, — =; 

1 AF. Written by one who longs to ſee righteouſueſ; = 

| 25 exalted, and all deceit confounded. 1 Tc 

| te par 
' Gatten place 1 in Surrey, the 16th of 


155 of the I 3th month, 1678. 
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Ame of John Blakeling. —Cilbert Lay Anne 


Camm.-—Perſecuting Att, entitled HERETICRS, 
| paſſed in the Colony of Conneflicut.— Repeated by 
the Veen and Council. | 
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JonNx BLAK ELIN G of Draw: well in the oH Ar. 
pariſh of Sedbergh in Yorkſhire, on the border XV. 


of Weſtmoreland, was one amongſt the earlieſt — 


1 profeſſors of the univerſality of the light 1 
of grace which came by Jeſus Chriſt; him- John Blake- 
ſelf, his wife, his father and mother being 


1 people i in eſtimation with moſt or all who knew 
them, for their ſobriety and religious conver- 


- ſation, were all convinced by the miniſtry of 


1 George Fox, when he firſt publiſhed his doctrine 
of the divine light in man in theſe parts, viz. in the 


third month 1652. About the beginning of the 


«4 > 


year 1655, John Blakeling appeared as a public 
- miniſter of the ſame doctrine, and ſoon after 
travelled into the counties of Durham, Northum- 


berland and Yorkſhire. A few years after that 


n he travelled into Scotland, viſiting a great part 


ol that nation, as alſo the northern counties of 
England in his way thither, and in his return. 
le likewiſe travelled through molt of the coun- 
ties of the nation at different times in the 
exerciſe of his miniſtry, wherein his labours 
were very ſerviceable and very acceptable to his 


; friends, by whom he was greatly” beloved and 


1 
Being 


ng 


ount of 
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Being a man of primitive ſimplicity in his 
miniſtry, he was more attentive to miniſter under 
the influence of divine power and wiſdom to 
reach and affect the heart with ſolid impreſſions, 


than to pleaſe the ear by elegance of ſpeech ; 


although his teſtimony was not eloquent, it was 


ſubſtantial in profound and important matter, 


ſuitable to the ſtates of the auditory to which be 
miniſtered. 


In the diſcipline of the ſociety he was emin- 
ently ſerviceable, being endowed with clear diſ- 
cernment, ſound judgment and a good under- 


ſtanding in ſpiritual ſubjects, as well as in 
temporal affairs, whereby he was well qualified 
to give his ſentiments with pertinence to matters 


under deliberation ; he was remarkably zealous 
for the promotion and maintaining of good 


order in the church, firm and ſteadfaſt in op- 


poſing and bearing teſtimony againſt contentious, 


_ diforderly and licentious ſpirits, againſt ſuch as 


occaſioned diſrepute to the character of the ſo- 


ciety. It was at his houſe at * Draw-well, that 


the memorable meeting was held for the reco- 
very of John Wilkinſon, John Story and their 
en as before recited. 


His benevolence and charity to the deſerving 
were no leſs remarkable, than his zeal for good 


order. A tender ſympathizer with thoſe in low 


eircumſtances, he frequently affiſted them in 


their difficulties, to the hazard of loſing thereby, 
and frequently had the ſatisfaction to ſee the 


good effects of this exertion of his benevolence, 


in PORE | bleſſed with ſucceſs for their effectual 
relief. 


* See vol. ili, p. 13. 
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N 1 to prevent miſunderſtandings and promote peace, 


being poſſeſſed of penetration, judgment and 


Y patience, with impartiality, to determine contro- 
9 ! verſies and reconcile differences about temporal 
concerns; 


his reputation ior juſtice and know- 
* ledge in which, produced the general confidence 


1 of his friends and others, to devolve upon him 


various truſts for orphans, &c. which he tranſ- 


A ated with unſpotted integrity; ſo that his re- 
moval, even in an advanced age, was reputed 
2 ſenfible loſs, not only in the ſociety of which 
he was a member, but in his neighbourhood 
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His unſp otted reputation did not exempt him 


from the A nge attendant on his profeſſion; 
he was a conſiderable ſufferer both in perſon 
and property. 
in company with many more, was taken from 
ga a meeting at South Shields in the county of Dur- 
ham by Major Graham, then deputy governor 
of Tinmouth caſtle; 
holes there, where they 
he turned them out, having ſo far as appeared 


In the year 1661, this friend, 


they were caſt into filthy 
lay a month, and then 


to them, neither order, authority nor warrant 
for any part of his proceeding. In 1664 he 
was impriſoned in York caſtle, fixty miles 
from his habitation, being taken with about 
fifty more from a meeting at Thomas Taylor's 
in Sedbergh, and after being detained ſome time 


a week after, which they 
ling, with about twenty 
thence committed to the aforeſaid caſtle. In 


deacons 
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enum 
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in the cuſtody of the conſtable, they were order- 
ed by the juſtices to appear at the ſeſſions about 
did; and John Blake- 


others, were from 
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1 4 P. deacons court at Richmond, and by a writ de 


excommunicato capiendo committed again to York 
} Ale, where he was confined ſeveral years, as 
appears by two petitions ſigned by him in com- 
pany with other priſoners, one to the King in 


1684, the other to the Members of parliament 
for the county in 1685. The following extract 
from the former exhibits a plain narrative of 
the ruinous and unfair modes of plunder adopted 
by ill-principled men againſt this inoffenſive 


body ot ſubjects for the vileſt purpoſes: 


Divers perſons convicted, fined and diſ- 
< trained upon the ſtatute of 201, a month, 


* were firſt preſented and proſecuted upon the 
„ ſtatute of 12d. a Sunday's abſence, and at 


the beginning of the ſeſſions called upon the 
e ſaid preſentment and proſecution ; yet during 
the ſeſſions the proſecution was changed to 
„ 20l. a month, and the informers and bailiffs 


„ who were appointed ts make the diſtreſs, were 


„ fo cruel, and ſo deſtitute of common huma- 


«© nity, that where there were not goods ſuf— 
* ficient to gratuy their avaricious defires, they 
* have taken the very beds from under the 


* ſick, their working tools from tradeſmen, 
and the entire property of all kinds from 


* others, ſo that many families have been to- 


*© tally ruined, to the great grief of many ſober 


people who had the opportunity of obſerving 
<< their cruel uſage. 
„Since the proſecution. of our friends for 


monthly abſence began by qui tams, ſeveral 


* of the worſt fort of men, ſome who have 
„ waſted their own eſtates, take this method of 
“ repairing them by the ſpoil of honeſt people. 
** Others who owe money upon bonds, being 

&« called 


e upon for 1 
C tam, and by 
c their debts, or elſe clap 
* priſon, to lie there unleſs the bond be given 
2 cc u : 
in the year 1671 he was fined 20l. 108. for 
a meeting at his houſe. 
While of ability of body he was a good ex- 
ample, in a diligent attendance of religious 
meetings; 
he was prevented by the infirmities attendant 
upon advanced age, during which, he expreſſed 
the comfort, which he enjoyed in the Lord's peace 
and preſence with him in his old age, that his day's 
door was nigh done, and his reward and reſt 
Toth) God was ſure. 
paredneſs to leave the world, with fervent de- 
ſires for truth's proſperity, and the preſervation 
of unity and concord amongſt brethren, in a 
faithful and ſteady teſtimony for the fame in 
every part thereof. 


Iſſey 


5 
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forthwith bring 
by this method diſcount and pay 
the juſt creditor in 


but for ſome time before his death, 


He often ſigniſied his pre- 


He had a ſhort ſickneſs and an caly death, 


paſſing quietly out of this world without a fi h 

or a groan, in the eightieth year of his age, 

and was honourably interred at Friends burying 
place at Sedbergh, the fourth day of the 5th 
month, 1705. 5 
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Gilbert Latey, whom I avs had repeated occa- Account of | 


| ſion to mention, for his frequent ſolicitations to 
mes in favour of his friends under ſuf- 
ferings, died in the courſe of this year. He was 
born of honeſt parents in the pariſh called St, 
in Cornwall, in 1626. His father was a 
Pputsble yeoman, his mother a gentlewoman of 
Pe principal family in the r ih. Gilbert be- 


ing 


Gilbert 
Latey. 
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cHAP ing their youngeſt child, and his elder brothers 
XV. being letiled in buſineſs abroad, and in a proſ— 
—> perous way, he was deſirous alfo to learn ſome 


Zu — trade; and being a promiſing youth, a perſon, 


tice tos a taylor by trade, was deſirous of taking him as 

— apprentice, to whom he was bound accord- 

ingly, and ſerved a levere apprenticeſhip with 
fidelity. | 

When the term of his apprenticeſhip was 

finiſhed, he removed for improvement in his 

Occupation, firſt to Plymouth, and afterwards to 

London, where he arrived in the gth month, 

1648. He was a man of a ſober eonverſation, 

and ſincerely religious, attaching himſelf to thoſe 

paſtors and teachers who were in the greateſt 

_ eſtimation at that time, frequenting ſermons 

with remarkable diligence, and exerciſing him- 


felf much in private prayer: His integrity of x 


heart, ſeen by the all- inſpecting eye, drew down 
 profpered the divine bleſſing on the labour of his 
| bi be: hands, which proſpered his undertakings in 
| buſineſs : His religious regard to- honeſty pro- 
cured him reputation, and his reputation pro- 


cured him the employment and cordial regard 


of many perſons of conſiderable rank and ſta- 
tion in the world. But his outward proſperity | 
did not fatisfy the defire of his ſoul, which 


was to find peace with his maker : In ſcarch of 
this attainment he had reſorted from one preacher 
to another, of thoſe who were accounted the 


moſt refined, and moſt eminent for piety and re- 


ligious experience, but in his ſearching without, 
he could not find what he wanted to obtain. 
In the year 1654, he heard that ſome men 


by the mi- 


3 out t of the North were to have a meeting at the 


Edward houſe 
Burrough, . 1 


thers 
proſ- 
ſome 
rſon, 
m aas 
ord- 
with 


Was 


1 his 


ds to 
onth, 

tion, 
thoſe 
>ateſt 
mons 
him- 
y of 
down 
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Houſe of Sarah Mathews, widow, to which heCHAP. 


4 Vent; theſe men were Francis Howgill and Ed- 
Fard Burrough ; by the powerful and convinc- 


ing miniſtry of the latter he was ſo effectually 
M yielded aſſent to his doctrine of 
| the light of Chriſt in man; and not conſulting 


eached, that he 


with fleſh and blood, he rarhed his attention to 
follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit, through 


the illumination whereof he attained a clear and 
diſcerning underſtanding, and a ſound judg- 


ment, by which he was qualified o become a 


5 ſerviceable aſſiſtant, in theſe early times of the 
ſociety, previous to the eſtabliſhing of a regular 


diſcipline, to introduce and preferve order in 
the church in the city of London and places ad- 
jacent, as well as in ſettling and keeping up 
the meetings in thoſe parts, being exemplary in 
| attending and viſiting them, from place to place, 
ads his concern drew him; ; although frequently 


his 


in 
pro- 
Pro- 


2gard 


'S 


Ea 


erity 


vhich 


ch of 


acher 
| the 
d re- 
hout, 
5 
men 
t the 
houſe 


in great jeopardy, during the time of anarchy 
between Cromwell's death, and the reſtoration of 
King Charles, when the Tude populace * were 
broken looſe, and ſtimulated to rage and vio- 
lence, and would frequently ſtone them going 


| to, in, and coming from their religious meet- 
ings, to the ſhedding the blood and endangering 


the lives of many. 


About this time I apprehend it was, that he 


\ p 


met with a very cloſe trial of his faith, com- 
© parative to the cutting off the right hand : He 
was ſtill in a very proſperous way of buſineſs, 


27 
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He declines 
trimming : 
clothes with 


in which he employed many journeymen to an- ſuperfinons 


ſwer the calls of his employers, many of whom * 


& were perſons of rank and faſhion ; but being by 
the 


= See vol. i. P- 266, &. 


Orn aments, 
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CHAP. the power of the croſs of Chriſt induced to deny 
XV. himſelf of all ſuperfluity and needleſs ornaments 


—> in his own apparel, in conformity to the plain. 
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neſs of his profeſſion, and the doctrine of 

the apoſtles of Chriſt, which was againſt the 

wearing of gold and filver and coltly array : - 
The fame principle of light and grace which had 
inſtructed him to lay aſide all ſuperfluities in his 
own perſon, inſtructed him further that he could 
not keep up his teſtimony for the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel with clearneſs, while he was in the prac- 


tice of furniſhing to others thoſe ſuperfluities, 


which he had, from conſcientious conviction of 
their tendency to nouriſh a vain mind, and their 
inconſiſtency with chriſtian gravity and humi- 
lity, laid afide. In order to appeaſe his con- 
ſcience, he was obliged to ſubmit to the bitter- 
neſs of the croſs, and endure the ſhame, by de- 
clining to adorn any apparel with ſuperfluous or- 
naments of lace, ribbons and ſuch like need- 
leſs trimming, or ſuffering his ſervants to do it ; 
which occaſioned many to imagine he was going 
beſide himſelf. His cuſtomers left him; his 
trade declined ; he was obliged to diſmiſs his 
journeymen for want of employment; his out- 
ward proſpects were ſo diſcouraging that he did 
not know but, that he might now be reduced to 
the neceſſity of working in the capacity of a jour- 
neyman himſelf, and of earning his bread by 
his daily labour : Yet being thus ftrengthened 
to prefer the teſtimony of a good conſcience to 
the acquiſition of temporary treaſure, and give 
uß all the flattering proſpects of this world for 
folid. peace of mind, poſſeſſing his foul in pa- 
tience, and ſubmitting to be accounted a fool 
for 


F 
* 
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bor Chriſt's ſake, he experienced the kindneſs of © HA F. 
vine providence ſupporting him through his X. 
trials; ſo that as his outward diſcouragements > 
bounded, his inward peace did much more a- 775 
bound; and having faithfully ſought the king- 
dom of God, and his righteouſneſs ; all things 
gheceſſary, for his accommodation in this life, 
were added to his full content. 
And although he loſt the employment of many 
of his cuſtomers of rank and quality, he did 
not loſe their reſpectful eſteem of his virtue and 
his integrity; this they retained with kindneſs, 
Which gave him ready accels to them, and others 
in authority and power; many of whom were 
pleaſed to favour him with their countenance 
and friendſhip on ſeveral occaſions. His intereſt 
and acquaintance with perſons of high rank and 
ſtation he applied, not to his own emolument, 
but to the relief of his friends under ſuffering 
in perſon or property; deeply ſympathizing with 
them in their various afflictions, he was always 
forward to uſe his ſolicitations for their eaſe, 
and frequently with ſignal ſucceſs. „ 
2 When intelligence was received in London of His folicita- 


tions far the. 


the impriſonment of Katharine Evans and Sarah ;.1..;. ef 
Cheevers, in the inquiſition of Malta; Gilbert E«tbarme 


Evans and 


Latey (who in concert with George Fox was carah 
concerned for their releaſe“) applied himſelf with CHecver. 


pplicitude to find out ſome perſon, if poflible, 


Pho had an intereſt or influence in thoſe parts, 
and, after ſome time and pains ſpent in the en- 
| math he received information, that one, called 
Lord D'Aubigny, who had come over with the 


Queen 


* See vol. ii. p. 61. 
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CHAP. Queen Dowager, and was Lord Almoner to her, 
1 4 had both intereſt, power and authority in the 


— jfland of Malta. Gilbert upon receiving this 


intelligence, thought it his duty to wait upon this 
Lord D' Aubigny, to requeſt his intereſt and in- 


terceſſion for cheir releaſe, which he readily pro- | 


miied. 


He was a prieſt in orders according to the 


canons of the Romiſh church; yet no bigot, 


but a man of a rational, liberal and generous =* 


ſpirit ; Gilbert, to ſatisfy bis enquiry, gave him 
ſome information of friends principles and doc- 
trine, to which he anſwered to this purport, 


“ Some of our people think your friends are 
r mad, but J entertain à very different 1 5 4 


e Ss 


LrdD'Au- Gilbert renewing his enquiry from time to 
bigny pro- gh 


time, if Lord Aubigny had received any an- 


cures their 


releale. Wer to the letters he had Promiled to write to 
Malta, at length received from him the accept- 8 
able account that his friends were reſtored to 1 
their liberty: And fome time after they arrived 


in England, and coming to London, paid Gil— 


bert a viſit; and after acknowledging tus love 
in his exertions for their releaſe, they requeſted 


him to introduce them to Lord D'Aubigny, 4 


whom God had made the inftrument of their en- 


largement out of a ſevere bondage. He readily a 
n eg with their requeſt, and accompanied 0 
them to their benefactor, to whom Gilbert, as 


alas), found ready admittance ; when introduc- 


ing his companions, he faid, theſe friends, who 
have been partakers of thy kindneſs, are come _ 
to pay their acknowledgments to thee for the 
fame; whereupon he aſked, if they were the 


women! 7 


) her, 
1 the 
this 


n this 
d in- 


pro- 


for what ſervice or kindneſs I have done you, 


BY # all that I ſhall defire of you 1s, that when you 
). the 


Digot, 


erous 


ä him 
L doc- 
rport, 


1e to 


y an- 


te to 
cept- 
d to 


rived 


Gil 


s love 


z1elted 


Igny, 


Ir en- 
eadily 


oduc- 


men? 


alter their grateful acknowledgment of his great 


1 power they would be as ready in all love to N 


| © prayers, and ſo they parted. 
Gilbert Latey was a party in moſt or all the concerned 
; © ſolicitations to government for the eaſe of Friends een, 
1 i in the different caſes of ſevere ſuffering, M 101gh1 yoven- 

3 4 the reigns of King Charles, King James Did King 


$ are 5 William, as hath been already recited; but it 


3 which have not been noticed before. The firſt 
was the ſuffering caſe of ſeveral Friends in Nor- 
wich, under the cruelty of the ſheriff and jatler, 
4 who, for attending their religious meetings, 
were impriſoned to the number of ſixty-three 
= perſons, and very ſeverely treated; ten of them 
1 being put into a deep dungeon, twenty-nine 
ſteps under ground; and ſeveral others into a 
hole amongſt felons. An account of their griev- 
ous ſufferings being ſent to friends in London, 
L # and ineffectual endeavours uſed for their redreſs, 


amed being defeated by the miſrepreſentations of the 


rt, as 


wel 
+ reſoved to wait upon the king in perſon, 
„Who 9 whom they met, with ſeveral nobles and attend- 
come 
r the 2 is + from Friends of Norwich, and warmly ſolicited 
e the 
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omen? to which they replied they were; and © HK F. 
favour and kindneſs, added, that were it in their 


Herve him: Upon which he replied, good women, 


pray to God, you will remember me in your 


cntions to 


Bent, 


may not be impertinent briefly to mention two 
” caſes of application made by him, in company 
with his faithful colleague George Whitehead, 


$ ſheritt ; George Whitehead and Gilbert Latey 


* 


” ants, when they delivered the king a petition 


him in their favour : ' They had a pretty long 
| conference 


32 


CHAP. conference with him, and gave him pertinent 
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anſwers to ſeveral enquiries he made in reipect 
to the ſingular conduct of Friends in ſome cales 
yet {till Keeping the cauſe of their application 
in view, repeatedly entreated him to compal- 


ſionate the cafe of their ſuffering Friends in 


Norwich : In fine, the king being Tenſible that 


ſome of their treatment was not only cruel but 


illegal, aſſured them he would have it ſearched 


into, and conſider their caſe. The aſſizes com- 


Caf of the 
Park and 
Savoy mec 


ches, carrying away the outward door, and ſe- 


Hmates at 40l. 


ing on ſoon after, the priſoners were called, to 
whom the judges behaved with remarkable mo- 
deration, and releaſed them from their impri- 


ſonment, acting, as there was ground to ſup— 


poſe, according to the inſtructions they had 
from the king in conſequence of this bs a 
tion. 

The other caſe not before rolated was con- 


cerning the Park and Savoy meeting-houſes; the 


Caie of the Park meeting- -houſe was this : 


About the monch called May, 168s, the ſol- 


diers poſſeſſed themielves of this meeting-houſe, 
ing-houlcs. 


and converted part of it into a guard-houle : 
Then, as if their forcible entrance had given 


them a right of poſſeſſion, hey made great waſte 


upon the premiles, pulling down pales, digging 


up and cutting down the trees, tearing down 


the wainſcots, and burning 8 and the ben- 


veral of the caſements. Afterward, when they 
were drawn out to the camp, they left the houſe 


open to any intruſion. John Potter, in whom 
the title was veſted, re-entered, encloſed the 


outward door, and made other repairs, and had 
a ſurvey taken of the damages, which were eſ⸗ 


The 
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* | The ſoldiers returning again from camp, a0 HA. 


quarter maſter belonging to Colonel Haile's re- 
giment, came to the chambers of the ſaid John 
Potter, and demanded entrance, which was re- 
Fuſed : The quarter-maſter, aſſiſted by ſoldiers, 
broke in, handed away the goods, turned out 
three aged women to another houſe, and made 
Alterations in the meeting-houſe for their accom- 
dation, as if they meant to keep perpetual 
poſſeſſion. John Potter ſeveral times ſhewed the 
Lolonel his leaſe, and title to the place; but it 
availed nothing, he and his ſoldiers regarding 
Neither law nor equity, kept poſſeſſion, and 
till continued there. 


4 4 Gilbert Latey and George Whitehead agreed 
to join in a ſolicitation to King James for re- 


2 of this grievance, and having gained ad- 
mittance to his preſence, repreſented to him the 
de Friends were under, by having 
property wreſted from them, both at the Park, 
and at the Savoy 


would needs have it, that theſe meeting-houſes 
pere forfeited to him by the conventicle act; 
Hut this they clearly diſproved, and ſhewed 10 


Was damaged, by computation to the amount 
0 150l. 


pathy of Gilbert Latey were excited to the ſer- 


Mee and relief of his friends; they were uni- 
: 1 Vol. IV. Db 
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__ 


their 


likewiſe, where Friends had 
been kept out in the cold yard in the winter many 
Weeks by the guard. The King, who appears 
not to have been unconcerned in the matter, 


XV. 
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=: the unreaſonableneſs and illegality there- 
of, that within a few weeks, he cauſed both the 
meecting. -houſes to be reſtored, after the former 


But it was not only in theſe e to the His care for 
the | 2G 


| Fong that the public ſpirit and, brotherly ſym- g. 


34 1 HISTORY dr TRR 


CHAP. formly exerted in ever eaſe, which might d. 
xv. 


mand his friendly aſſiſtance and attentive rate 1 


— being one of thoſe, who in early times had 4 ® 


1705: tender concern for the poor, fatherleſs and wi. 
dos; the ſick and the impriſoned, to enquite | 
into their neceſſities, and ſupply their wants; 
and when through perſecution ' by impriſon. us 
ment or diſtraints, caſualties or difaſters, the 9 
number greatly encreaſed ; he was amongſt the 
firſt to fee the propriety and neceſſity of call. 
ing in grave and motherly women to their af. di 
ſiſtance, that ſo none under theſe e 
might ſuffer for want of attention and care in 
any part of the city. 

In 1665, when the deſtructive peſtilence broke 

out in the city of London, and the generality d 
citizens, who were able, were flecing for their 
lives to the country, this friend had taken lodge 
ings to retreat to the country alſo; but was pre. 
vented by the conſideration, that many of hiz 
brethren were detained in ſeveral jails for the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, particularly in 

; Newgate and the Gate-houſe 'in Weſtminſter 4 

in the midſt of the contagion: For he could no- 4 
feel no freedom to leave the city, and deſert hi * 
friends under their multiplied calamities; h. 

| therefore kept his habitation, and according 0 F 
"He wilt his his uſual cuſtom, viſited thoſe in priſon ; to com- 


friend 
priſon in fort them in their diſtreſs ; to take care that no- 


and in 


thing might be wanting for their relief, fol 
their fami- 

lies during port or enlargement, as far as in his power. - 
" plague. And although his friends in priſon in this ca. 6 


lamitous ſeaſon engaged his eſpecial care, y« ri 


as the calamity was general, and not confined ii 1 
priſons, neither were his ſympathetic feelings; 8 
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be was alſo diligently employed at this ſeaſon c u A r. 
in viſiting Friends in their families, both where 


XV. 


care, ; | 

ad 2 they were laid up with the ſickneſs, and where 

vi. they were recovering, ſtill under a concern that 2955 

quire nothing ſhould be wanting for their comfort or 

ants; ſupport. And the hearts of Friends being open- 

riſon. ed in brotherly ſympathy with thole, who were 

„the Jafflicted with this epidemical diſtemper, money 

t the was collected and ſent up from the country to 

Call. be diſtributed, where needful; the care of this 

ir al. diſtribution was committed to Gilbert Latey and 

xtionz one other friend, to divide amongſt poor Friends 

re it ho were lying ill of the contagion; but more 
 *Meſpecially thoſe who were ſhut up in their houſes 

broke in the out pariſhes. This truſt they were care- 

ity of ful to diſcharge with diligence. and fidelity, en- 

their quiring out, and viſiting thoſe poor, who were 

lodg. confined to their own houſes, and diſtributing to 

s pre. their neceſſities ; and paſting by none that they 

bf his could hear of, through all which he was merci- 

Tr the fully preſerved in health, till the contagion was 

ly in much abated, and the mortality was decreaſing, 

inſter, 4 when occaſionally taking a cold, it brought on 

| nov the prevailing diſtemper; but the divine provi- 

rt hi dence was over him for good, brought him 

; b alcly through the diſtemper, and reſtored him 

ng 1 to health again, to perſevere in doing good in 

com his generation. 

at no We are now to view him in 1 light, as Receives a 

7 ſup a miniſter of the goſpel. Soon after that cloſe n 

r. trial of his faith, when in obedience to mani- 

iis c feſted duty, he relinquiſhed his worldly proſpe- 

e, V9 Tity, and declined to fit out the clothes he had 

ned to make with ſuperfluous trimming, he received 

ling: la gift in the miniſtry, in which he alſo laboured 


„ 
1 


D 2 faithfully, 
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CHAP. faithfully, according to the ability received | FG 


and ſome were convinced, and many com. ever: 
bh forted, encouraged and ſtrengthened in the 5 Le 
way of righteouſneſs and peace. His ſervice in don 
this line, as well as the former, was much re. there, 
ſtricted to the city of London, and the vicinity | trary 
thereof, where he was zealouſly engaged, in the peace 
early times of the ſociety to ſettle or Keep up undes 
| meetings in convenient places, as at Kingſton, | little 
| Hammerſmith, Weſtminſter and other places; derly 
| and was frequent in his viſits thereto, as he and x 
3 found his mind drawn to one or another. had n 
Vite hi Let he paid two religious viſits to his native mitte, 

native coun- A 

try. country, the firſt in 1670, being a time of great 


| perſecution. He took the meetings of Friends 
in his way, Reading, Briitol, Bridgewater, | 1 
South Moulton, ſo into Cornwall, having le. BY 
veral good meetings on his journey thither, a2 
well as in that county. At John Ellis's, near 
the Lands-end, he had a comfortable edifying 1 
meeting on the firſt day of the week, and next 
morning going to viſit ſome Friends very near 
the Lands-end, he met a perſecuting juſtice, who, 
as Gilbert was afterwards informed, was highly I 
diſpleaſed that his accomplices had neglected to 
give him timely information, that he might Y 
have ſeized Gilbert's horſe, and his man's, for 
that day's meeting. | 
Thence returning by Penzance and | Market 
jew, near this latter he had a meeting at a place . 

1 where no friends were ſettled, to the great ſa. 
| tisfaction of ſeveral preſent, who had never been 3 hi: 
| at a friends meeting before. He proceeded to broug 
| Helſton and Falmouth, and had a meeting there; A ion, 
| Ts and from thence went back to Loveday Han- 1 ained 
bier 1 3 | 
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ved, 
com. ſeveral other places in that country. 

the 15 Leaving Cornwall he returned towards Lon- 
ce in don by Plymouth, and having viſited Friends 
h re. there, he proceeded to King's. bridge, and con- 
-inity trary to his own and Friends“ expectation had a 


9 pley⸗ s, and had a good meeting there, and at © HAF. 


XV. 
8 
1705. 


n ny peaceable good meeting; for Friends here were 
b up under grievous perſecution; he therefore ſpent a 


ſton, little time amongſt them, ſtrengthening and ten- 
Aces ; eri) ſympathizing with them in their ſufferings, 
AS he and particularly with two young women who 
"had not been long convinced, and were com- 
ative mitted to priſon by a warrant from juſtice Biere, 
great (a paſſionate perſecutor of this people) for not 
iends coming to church to hear divine worſhip. Gil- 


vater, bert from that fraternal ſympathy, which on all 
ig fe. needful occaſions excited him to uſe his endea- 
er, as vours for the relief of his friends, reſolved to 
near renew them in behalf of theſe young women, 
ifying and having an acquaintance with ſome who 
| next were in the lieutenancy, and men of authority 


nea in the commiſſion of the peace, he came to Ex- 
who, eter, and having viſited Friends there, proceed- 
ughly ed to the houſe of a knight of great influence in 
ed to Me county, to whom he found ready acceſs, 
„ 0 1 nd who 1 himſelf SA to ſee Him in 

tor 


ke to es e fuffoting den and theſe. two young wo— 
1 en in particular, that the knight at laſt re- 
at ſa- plied, he would do more for him than any other 


been $ 1 of kia friends, and having by his application 
led to ane the knight to that favourable diſpoſi- 


there; tion, which gave him reaſon to hope he ad. ob- 
fan. bed the end of his viſit, he took his leave of 


ley Y | him 


CHAP. him and his family, with acknowledgments of mM 
his kindneſs ; and after his return, received an WA 
account that this knight, mindful of the expecta- 
tions given him, had procured the liberty of J 
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Exeter, 
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theſe young women. 


| He had now received letters from London, in- 1 
: Forming him of the perſecution, which affected F 


Friends there in perſon and property; of the de- 


molition of the meeting-houſes at Horſly-down 3 
and Ratcliff; and that Wheeler-ſtreet meeting- | 
— houſe was threatened; the title of which was I 
veſted in him; he therefore haſtened back to 
London with what expedition he could, with 
clearneſs as to his preſent ſervice, and when ar- 
rived took the meaſures already related“, to ſe- 
cure that e houſe from ſimilar depreda- I 2 * 
tion. = 
His ſecond journey was in the year 1679, into 
the ſame quarter, viſiting. his friends, and ap- br. 
pointing or holding meetings with them to mu- 1 
tual edification in his going and returning, viz. 
at Reading, Bath, Briſtol, through Somerſet- 
ſhire, the North of Devorithire: to Falmouth -in 7 


Cornwall, returning by the South ſide of Devon- A 0 
ſhire. As it ſcemed-to be Gilbert's peculiar pro- 


vince to keep up a friendly intercourſe with, and 


an open door of acceſs to ſuch perſons of autho- 1 
rity or influence as had been, or might be diſ- 7 


poſed to apply them to the relief of Friends. . 


And Lamplugh then Bithop of Exeter; having 


granted him ſeveral favours; in reſpect to Friends 
under ſufferings i in his dioceſe; and upon a ſoli: 
citous enquiry now as he paſſed along, finding the 7 

moderation 1 


See vol. ii. p. 353. 


2 WL cration and tenderneſs both of himſelf and CHAP. 


"the officers of his court, under his influence, to 
have been extended to friends in a general way, 
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. thought it his place to pay him a viſit, to ac- 


Knowledge. his extraordinary kindneſs to his 
Friends. 
able civility and affectionate regard; their con- 
bFerſation was expreſſive of ſincere friendſhip 
and mutual benevolence, which being ended, 
Gilbert took his leave with exprefling the grate- 
ful acknowledgments he propoſed by this viſit. 
This Friend, although, a reſident in London H- fuffer- 


The Biſhop received him with remark- 


Amongſt other places, 
to Dunſtan's in the Weſt, at 
—— Manton preached on this ſubject, 


To this doctrine Gil. 


XV. 


1705. 


ings incon- 


through all the heat of Perlecution, and although gderable 
2 exemplarily diligent in attending meetings in; 
their public meeting-houſes, while they were 
permitted to meet in them, and in the ſtreets in 
| All weathers, when they were not; eſcaped 
fufferings and impriſonment beyond moſt of Fs 
brethren. of that time; moſt of his ſufferings 
5 appear to have befallen him previous to the re- 
ſtoration; feeling a concern, with many of his 
Friends of this age, to go to ſeveral of the 
places of public worſhip, to bear witneſs to the 
truth and againſt error. 
he went one day 
which 
too might of right call God father, on which, he 
enlarged firſt, that they who were born of God, 
were his through regeneration, and had a juſt 6 
right to call God father. 
bert attended with patience and aſſent; ; but af- 
terwards proceeded to enquire concerning thoſe 
cho were not born of God, he alledged they 
2 were the Lord's by generation; and then in 
anſwer to this queſtion, whether they muſt nat. 
C 


n compa- 
riſon 


* 


Jn: | | HISTORY OF THE 


CHAP. call God father, replied, That they muſt alſo 
pray to God as their father, and to prove his 


7755 aſſertion, ſaid, though Abſalom was a wicked 


ſon, yet David was his father. After he had 


ended his ſermon, Gilbert warned the audience to 


take heed of their ways, adding, that while peo- 
ple are workers of iniquity, according to the doc- 
trine of our bleſſed Lord, they are of their fa- 
ther the devil : and while they regard iniquity in 
their hearts the Lord will not hear their prayers. 
The people were immediately all in a ferment, 
the conſtable was called for, who with others 
haled him out of their place of worſhip, and 
took him before a juſtice, where he pleaded his 


ble if what be ſaid was true, and if that was the 


whole matter ; the conſtable anſwering in the 

_ affirmative, the juſtice obſerved that he had heard 
thoſe people called Quakers were a fort of mad 
- whimſical folks; but for this man he talks very 


rationally, and for m a part I think you need not 
have brought him before me; to which the con- 


{table replied, Sir, I think ſo too. The conſtable 


and Gilbert retiring, the former left him at li- 
berty to go whither he pleaſed, _ 
imprifoned He allo ſuttered impriſonment, together with 


in the gate- 


houſe, Welt- about fifteen or ſixteen of his friends, in the 


puniter. Gate-houſe in Weſtminſter, for meeting together 


to worſhip God: They were all put into a little 


dungeon, which was about ten feet in breadth, 


and eleven in length, and ſo dark, that they 


could ſee no more by day than by night ; ; the 


walls were wet, and they being crouded into ſo 


Narrow a compaſs, had room only to lie down 


by turns; lo that while ſome lay down to reſt, 


* g 
* 51525 g 
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1 5 5 thers 
keepe 
3 Pot ke 

2 to lie 


1 frequ 
3 Z ſmith 
1 ; Way 
cauſe ſo well, that the juſtice aſking the conſta- 


Sir , 


9 : comr 
room 


RH 4 ſwered ſometime one meetin 


another. The reaſon, is, ſaid Sir William, be- 
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ſtanding the frequent perſecutions that raged 
without reſtraint. 
frequent attender of the meeting at Hammer- 
ſmith, in the year 1671, having occaſion in the 
way of his trade to wait upon Lady Sawkell; 
Sir William Sawkell her huſband, who had a 


command in a regiment of horſe, came into the 
. room; he had a friendly reſpect for Gilbert, and 


was often pretty familiar with him; and now 
aſked him what meeting he frequented, Who an- 
and ſometime 


; cauſe I have orders to break up a meeting of 


your people at Hammerſmith next Sunday, from 
1 i {o high a hand, that I cannot avoid executing 
them; and therefore, I inform you, that if at 
any time you go thither, you may refrain com- 
ing on that day. | 
luieving it his duty to attend Hammerſmith meet- 

1 ing, let Sir William know it before they parted. 
1 not reaſoning with 
= fleſh and blood, attended the meeting, in which 
= he was much Fovoured, and as he was preach- 
9 + ing, the troopers came, and ſtood for ſome 
= time to hear his teſtimony, till one of the ruder 
- Jort, cried out this man will never have done, 


Gilbert notwithſtanding, be- 


Gilbert, 


came, 


let 


Being a great ſupporter and 


41 


Withers were forced to. ſtand: Beſide this the c HA p. 
Keeper was ſo cruel as to command the turnkey 
not to let a little ſtraw be brought in for them 

to lie upon; but the Lord was with them to 

* "ſupport them through all the trials of their faith 
and patience ; and in his own time delivered them 
from their ſufferings. 

During the reign of King Charles I cannot 

: 7 diſcover that he was ever impriſoned, notwith- 
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155 ppl him down, and; accordingly laid 
ands on him. 


OF THY, 


I tell thee I was commanded by a. 


J will take care of the reſt who are met here; 


Gilbert deſired him, if he had any reſpect for 


him to diſcharge the reſt, and let him be his pri- 
foner. After ſome time the reſt were ſet at li- 


berty, and Gilbert taken before Lord Mordaunt 
and Sir James Smith; the troopers were called 
in evidence, and Gilbert made his defence ſo 
reaſonably and diſcreetly, that it ſeemed to make 
an impreſſion upon them, yet they fined him 
and the houſe, and diſtrained ſome Friends for 
Gilbert got acceſs to the juſtices a- Z 
gain, and ſhewed them the unreaſonableneſs of 


the fines. 


that ſevere law, which made one. man - ſuffer for 


the offence of another; that if he had tranſ- 
greſſed any law, the Lord had bleſſed him with 
aà ſufficiency, to enable them to reclaim the pe- 


nalty from his effects, and requeſted that his 


friends might not ſuffer for any thing by him ſaid 


or done; through his repeated applications, and 


the intereſt and influence of others, their equals 
and acquaintance, he procured the goods diſ- 


trained to be reſtored; and had the ſatisfaction 


to ſee the ſufferings deſigned to the Friends of 
that meeting, through divine goodneſs, and his 


folicitous endeavours, prevented. 


In his more private tranſactions in religious 
ſociety, he was a lover and promoter of unity 


and 


Gilbert ſent word to the com- 
manding officer; who coming in, ſaid, Latey, q 1 
did not I tell you that I was commanded. to. be 
here to day? Yes, replied Gilbert, and did not 
greater than 
thou, to be here alſo? Upon this, ſaid Sir Wil- 
liam, go get thee gone about thy buſineſs, and 
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nd concord; 
hypocriſy, the fomenting of divitions and ſchiſms; 
but remarkably tender towards thoſe who appear- 
ed ſincere and humble, although weak and young 


of help to ſuch: 
teem for the elders, who were in Chriſt be- 
f and it was his great rejoicing to 
1 ee the younger members treading in their 
9 ſteps; and when any of theſe were raiſed up in 
the miniſtry, as they kept to that power, which 
made their predeceſſors burning and ſhining 
I ; lights in their day, his rejoicing was encreaſed 
theſe he encouraged with affectionate fym- 
paathy. 
In his own family he was an exemplary pat- 
tern of conjugal affection, and paternal care, 
being often ſolicitouſly concerned to admoniſn 
and inſtruct his children to live in the fear of 
1 their creator, that they might thereby be preſerv- 


a fore him; 
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in experience, and always ready to lend a hand 
He had ever an honourable eſ- 


ed from evil. 


thority 


4 if Towards the latter part of his time he delight- 
ed much to be retired, and dwelt moſtly in the 
country: 


As age advanced, and ſubjected him to the 
> attendant infirmities of body, his mental facul- 
5 . ties and religious feelings preſerved their uſual 
1 | vigour and livelineſs. His laſt public appearance 
in the miniſtry was in a meeting at Hammer- 
1 | faith; he was ſo raiſed up. in his gift, and fo. 
| ſupported by divine power, that with great au- 
40 and clearneſs, he delivered ſound and 
3 1 weighty doctrine for near an hour, with fer- 
, ; vency and his accuſtomed zeal, 
been under no infirmity of body, to the admira- 
tion of many of the auditory. 


as if he had 
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CHA P. country: And having ſerved God and man in 
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his generation, the review of his life filled him 


with conſolation in his retreat, having been often 


NW” Bard to ſay, that he had done the work of his 


Anne 


Cunm. 


day faithfully, and was now ſat down in the will 
of God, and his peace he felt abounding towards 


him ; that he waited the Lord's call and time of 


being removed, and that there was no cloud in his 
way. He was alſo in the time of his confine- 
ment, ſo ſtrengthened in his ſpirit, and his love 
to his brethren, that he gave them much good 


counſel, when they came to ſee him, with as 


much energy and livelineſs, as if he was in his 


health and ſtrength : A very few hours before his 
departure, he ſaid to thoſe about him, There is 
no condemnation to them, that are in Chriſt Jeſus ; 


he is the lifter up of my head, he is ” frrength 
and great ſalvation : In this frame of mind he 
breathed his Jaſt, the 15th day of the gth 


month, 1705, in the ſeventy- ninth year of his 
Account of 


This year Anne C amm, late wife of Thomas 


Camm, a woman eminent in her day for the ex- 
cellency of her qualifications, and her ſervice in 


She was the 
daughter of Richard Newby, of the pariſh of 
Kendal in Weſtmorland, of a family of repute ; 


ſociety, died in an advanced age. 


her parents gave her a good education, proper 


for her ſex, and about rhe 13th year of her age 
ent her up to her aunt in London for her fur- 
ther improvement, with whom ſhe reſided ſeven 


years ; and being favoured with religious incli- 
nations from her early youth, ſhe formed her 
acquaintance and connexion with the Puritans, 


from her apprehenſion of their being the moſt 


ſtrictly 
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0 ſtrictly religious ſect. And upon her return to CH Ar. 
Kendal, ſeeking ſtill to aſſociate herſelf with the XV. 

> molt ſerious profeſſors of religion, ſhe joined a 
body of people, who frequently met in a ſelect 
ſociety, ſometimes ſitting in ſilence, ſometimes 
1 holding religious conferences, and often exer- 


8 
1705. 


ciſed in fervent prayer. About the year 1650 Convinced 
at the ſame . 

ſhe was married to John Audland, and was con- te with 

vinced at the ſame time with him by the miniſ— N 
0 d- 

try. of George Fox, early in the year 1652; land. 

and in the courſe of the ſucceeding year they 

both appeared in the miniſtry, to the edification 


of their friends and convincement of many others; 


for ſhe was in all reſpects a molt agreeable help- 
meet to her valuable huſband, endeared to him 


by a ſimilarity of diſpoſition, qualifications and 
purſuits, feelingly deſcribed by her in her teſ— 
timony concerning him“. 

Her firſt journey in the work of the miniſtry She is im- 
was into the county of Durham. At Aukland, ee 
for preaching to the people on the market day eg 
ſhe was impriſoned in the town jail; but a pri- 
ſon could not confine the freedom of her ſpirit, 
or the charitable concern of her mind for pro- 
pagating religious truths and religious thought- 
tulneſs amongſt the people aſſembled there. Un- 
der the influence of goſpel love, and in the au- 
thority of the goſpel, ſhe continued her miniſtry 
from the window of the priſon, whereby many 
affected, and confeſſed to the truth 
ſhe publiſhed. She was diſcharged from her 
confinement the evening of the fame day. John 
Langſtaff, a man of great repute in his neigh- 

| bourhood, 


* See vol, ii. p. 88. 
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HIS TOR T or TwE 


CH AP. bourhood, was ſo affected by her miniſtry, that 
XV. he voluntarily accompanied her in her impriſon- 


— 


Impriſon- 


ed at Ban- 


bury. 


ment, and upon her releaſe, took her home with 


* him, in order to entertain her there. But his 
OL wife, offended at her huſband's conduct and ap- 
parent change, received him and his gueſt with 
language, which plainly diſcovered her diſſatiſ- 


faction with them both; this treatment made 
Anne quite unealy to take up her lodging under 


a roof, where ſhe found ſhe was no weleome 
gueſt to one head of the houſe ; ſhe therefore 
-walked out into the fields, to ſeex ſome covert, 
to take ſuch lodging, as ſhe could find there. 
But it was providentially ordered that Anthony 
"Pearſon, of Rampſhaw, hearing by George Fox, 
who was then at his houſe, of her being in that 
town, came with a horſe, and took her behind 7 
him to his houſe that night. She continued her 
travels in thoſe parts ſome time longer, in the 
- exerciſe of her miniſtry, to the ſpiritual  advan- 
tage of many, and when ſhe apprehended her 
ſervice accompliſhed, returned home. 


In the ſucceeding winter ſhe travelled South- 


ward through Yorkſhire, Derbyſhire, Leiceſter- 
* ſhire, and fo forward into Oxfordſhire, accom- 
panied by Mabel Camm, wife of John Camm. 
At Banbury, Mabel apprehended a call of duty 
to go to the place of public worſhip, to ſpeak _ 
to the prieſt and people; and Anne accompa- 


nied her. The people dragged them out of the 


| houſe in a rude and violent manner, and abuſed 
them in the yard: The prieſt paſſing by, Anne 
Audland called to him, faying, © Behold the 
Next day they were 
ſummoned before the mayor, where two wit⸗ 
| neſſes 


fruits of thy miniſtry.” 
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| = blaſphemy; and upon their information 


e was committed to priſon, and her companion 


portunities of religious meetings with the people 


2 of that town and neighbourhood, in which ſhe 
Vas ſo favoured with power and wiſdom in the 


47 


Fneſſes were procured to ſwear that Anne had © H A P. 


xV. 


3 * diſmiſſed. Some days after, two inhabitants of 1705 
the town gave bond for her appearance at the 
2M 9 next aſſiaes, which furniſhed her with ſeveral op- 


exerciſe of her miniſtry, that it proved effeCtual 


to convince her two bondſmen, and numbers 


more, of the truths ſhe preached to them, where- 


by they were induced to join in ſociety with her 
and her brethren, and in an inward attention to 


the grace of God which brings ſalvation, which 
ſhe bore teſtimony of, and recommended them 


unto. The eſtabliſhment of a large meeting in 
that town, and ſeveral other meetings in the 


—_— adjacent, were the fruits of her miniſ- 


try ; and to her friends here ſhe cheriſhed the 
moſt affectionate regard to the laſt. Her ſuc- 
ceſsful labour provoked the reſentment of the ad- 


verſaries of the ſociety to that degree, that they 


threatened ſhe ſhould be burnt when the aſſizes 
came. Her enemies being numerous, powerful 


and much exaſperated againſt her, ſeveral of her 


friends thought it their duty to attend the aſſizes, 
do ſtrengthen her by their ſympathy, counte. 


nance and aſſiſtance, in maintaining her cauſe and 
the cauſe of truth. 


Her huſband John Audland, John Camm, 
Thomas Camm, with ſome friends from London 


and Briſtol, encouraged her by their preſence at 
her trial. The charge or indictment of blaſ- 


Is 1 fer 


blaſphemy. 


, was . that ſhe ſaid God did not live; 


which 


48 HISTORY ot Tus 


CHAP. which charge was founded on a perverſion of a 


XV- remark ſhe made concerning the prieſt of Ban- 


bury, That true words might be a lie in the mouth 
of ſome that ſpoke them : In proof and explana- 
tion whereof ſhe brought the expreſſion of the 
prophet Jeremiah, chap. v. 2. though they ſay 
the Lord liveth, ſurely they ſwear falſely. Her 


1705. 


prudent demeanour, her judicious remarks, her 


innocent boldneſs, tempered with becoming mo- 
deity, and her pertinent and wile anſwers to his 


queſtions inclined the judge to moderation and 


ſentiments in her favour; and perceiving the 
incompetence of the evidence, that the matter 
of tact did not come up to the charge, he ex- 


pounded her caſe to the jury thus, that ſhe ac. 
knowledged the Lord her God and redeemer to live, 1 


and that there were Gods of the Heathen that were 
_ Gods. Some of the juſtices hereby perceiv- 


Fo „ ing their wiſhes and intentions to be fruſtrated, 
rougnt 


pg the jury to bring in ſome verdict whereby their 

meanour. credit might be {faved, who brought in their ver- 
dict, Tilly of miſdemeanour only, which occaſion- 
ed one of her friends to obſerve, that, “ it was 
illegal to indict her for one fact, and bring 
6e her in guilty of another; for they ought to 
% have found her guilty or not guilty, upon the 

„matter of fact charged in the indictment.” 
The judge then told her, if ihe would give bond 


for her good behaviour {he might have her li- 


berty ; this ſhe refuſed, for the like reaſon as her 


brethren generally did. Her proſecutors, aſham- 


cd of their proceedings, ſlipped off the bench 


one aſter another in contuſion ; and the judge, 


although 1 in the trial he behaved with candour, 


and 


(ſtepped from the bench to influence and bias 


"Y ! cutin: 
1 on or 
2 Was ( 

: mitte, 


PEOPLE carted QUARERS. 49 
and confeſſed ſhe ſhould have been diſcharged ; © H Ar. 


L 7 yet to gratify the diſappointed and angry juſ- ** 
9 tices, returned her to priſon upon her refuſal to 
give bond. 7 
b 0 Being now left in the power of theſe perſe- She is put 
cuting magiſtrates, ſhe was put into a noiſome 


— 
1705. 


into a fil- 
hy dun- 
aur 3 ſeveral ſteps below the ground, geon. 


on one fide whereof ran a common ſewer, which 
YL © was often very offenſive by its ſmell, and ad- 


Z mitted diſagreeable vermin, and there was no fire 
to qualify the damps. 


4 Jane Waugh, alſo a miniſter of this ſociety, J. Waugh 


from the pure motive of friendſhip, affection and 8 
Impet) with her impriſoned friend, came man 


miles to viſit her there, and was rewarded for this 


chriſtian- like office of love, with a participation 
of her ſuffering, being for this cauſe only, im- 


4 © priſoned with her. Here they enjoyed great con- 


tent, in the conſciouſneſs of ſuffering in a good 


3 Cauſe. In great peace ſhe continued ſeven or 
: eight months in this noiſome dungeon, and at 


length was releaſed by the Mayor and Aldermen, 
and her companion ſhortly after at her ſolici- 
dation. 


At her releaſe, being clear of thoſe parts, ſhe 


1 travelled through the country to Briſtol, where 
ſhe met with her huſband John Audland, whom 
I apprehend ſhe accompanied, and joined in 
ſſervice, to their habitation in Weſtmorland. 
The reader may recolle@ the reflections ſuggeſt- 
eld by the contemplation of this amiable couple 


in the account of her huſband's deceaſe, which 


it is therefore ſuperfluous to repeat. They were 


both engaged in frequent travels for the purpoſe 


1 of promoting region and righteouſnels, in 
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C HAP. moſl parts of the nation, as far as I can collect, 


XV. ſome times unitedly, and ſome times ſeparately, : Yivin 


towar 


[ until her huſband was difabled by that indiſpo- 


1795: ſition, which terminated in his death in the 


year 1663. 


cond time 


to Thomas 
Camm. huſband's faithful companion. 


huſband was alſo a man, experienced in reli. 


gion, and a miniſter of eminence in the loctety 
of his friends. Their union being centered in 


religion and the fear and united ſervice of thei 


maker, they lived together in the utmoſt har. 
mony and nearneſs of affection forty years 
within a few months. An union on this certain 
foundation of happineſs, naturally revives the 
recollection of the comprehenſive deſcription 


which the Evangeliſt Luke] hath left on record, | 
of a religious pair of that age : They were batt. 1 


righteous before God, walking in all the command 
RefleRions me pay of the Lord blameleſs. 
inclination to lay before my young friends, as 


wiſe and ſolid maxims, which were adopted bj 


our faithful predeceſſors for the rule of the“ 
conduct in this very important engagement 0 


And here I feel 2 


truſt this may fall into many of their hands, th: 


Ind tc 


She continued a widow betwarn two and 7 
Thomas Camm, ſon of John Camm, her former korru 


This her ſecond Ber 
tardec 
ſeekin 
his ch 
with « 
and al 
1 ect hi 
detern 
conſid 
5 leſs ra 


marriage, as that on which not only our peas 4 


and happinels in this life very much depends; % 
but that whereby our efforts in the purſuit « 
future happineſs may frequently be very mate 
It was a maxi 


rally promoted or obſtructed. 
with them, as firmly believed as the moſt {eli 


evident truth, that the only ſure foundation © | 


happineſs Was laid in religion, and theretor * 
tha 


led, their advice and their practice was, to ſeek for © BOS 
tely, divine counſel and approbation, in every ſtep CAS 
1ſpo- | towards forming this indiſſoluble connection, 205. 
the and to proceed circumſpectly in the fear of their 

Freator. Both male and female, having their 

and | eye principally to an everlaſting inheritance, in- 
ed to corruptible, and that fadeth not away, were ex- 
mime geedingly circumſpect in their ſtepping, that 
=CONC their growth in pure religion might not be re- 

rel tarded thereby ; the former, by fervent prayers, 
ociet) ſeeking to the Almighty to be rightly directed in 
ed is choice; and the latter, receiving the propoſal 
then "With cautious reſerve, pondered it in her heart, 
t har and alſo beſought the ſame divine being to di- 
years, Fett her in her determination. Marriage thus 
eral "Qetermined in religious fear, and on religious 
eS the conſiderations, in the divine counſel, is doubt- 
1pudl "Teſs ratified in heaven, and draws down a bleſſing 
'ecord, upon the parties thus uniting themſelves in one 
re bot! holy diſpoſition, and one determined reſolution 
nmand to promote their own, and each others ſpiritual 
feel al and temporal advantage. This pure religion 
is, as proves a foundation of uninterrupted harmony 
ds, thi between themſelves, and a ſtay and a ſtaff in the 
ted d Wiciflitudes of this life, to which all are liable ; 
F ther "Fn proſperous circumſtances a ſtay to the mind, 
went 0 When riches encreaſe, not to ſet their hearts 
r pea Mhereupon, nor to conſume them on their luſts, 
pen after the manner of this world; but to let their 
rſuit 0 oderation appear, knowing the Lord is at hand, 
mate as ſtewards only of the good things they poſſeſs, 
oi and accountable to the Lord of the univerſe, 
> {i 


herefo! 
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t eh yhoſe the earth is and the fulneſs thereof; the 
ation“ patural benevolence of their ſouls, refined by 


eligion into chriſtian charity, teacheth them to 


E 2 ſympathize 


52 
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CHAP. ſympathize with, and feel deeply for the poor 


XV. 


1705. 


and needy, and to communicate freely to their 


wants; in adverſity and the various trials they natio 


3d 41,46 
ves 

3 Ren 
3 


are expoſed to, they ever find it a ſtaff to lean ftnei 
upon, ſufficiently able to ſupport them, and Was { 
bring them ſafely through all their afflictions and * to th 
beſetments, and in the end find all things work Above 
together for their good, becauſe they tear and jivel 
ſerve the Lord. 3 Pere 
This worthy woman, Anne Camm, proved ing | 
this truth, for ſhe bore her ſhare of the ſufferings audit, 
of this trying day, ſtedfaſt in her faith in divine prepa 
ſupport, in which ſhe found ability to ſuſtain them eq he 
with patient reſignation and religious fortitude. Per 
She was tried with repeated ſeparations from and ; 
her ſecond huſband, as well as the former, by a ſhe 
| ſucceſſion of tedious and cloſe impriſonments. 1 Ian 
He was impriſoned particularly at Kendal for the er 
ſpace of three years, where his confinement was teouft 
ſo cloſe that he was not permitted to ſee his fa. at th 
mily during that time: Again at -Appleby, near ſtreng 
ſix years; and in all his fufferings and ſervices Iuengi 
ſhe participated with him as a faithful helpmeet; Ali 
in the former ſympathizing with, and ſtrength- ſhe d 
ening him in his ſuffering for the teſtimony of a # (16s - 
rood conſcience, ſupplying his place during his WS humil 
confinement, and without doubt exerting her of m 
care to keep their outward concerns in the beſt 27 (loſet 
order in her power, for the appears to have been to ſe 
a very virtuous and diſcreet woman. And in his the fr. 
religious labours and ſervices, ſhe was not only fſet ap 
free to give him up and encourage him to faith- and o 
tulneis, but often a powerful fellow labourer thoug 
in the golpel along with him, for they travelled 1 gift it 
together ſeveral journeys as companions in the * ward 


poor "RN 


their work of the miniſtry, in ſundry parts of the c HAP. 
they nation, and particularly to London and Briſtol 28 
lean oftner than once, at the latter of which ſhe 7 
and was ſeized with an indiſpoſition, which appeared OY 

8 and to threaten her diflolution ; but was raiſed 

work above the fear of death, and preſerved in a 

and lively frame of ſpirit, wherein her expreſſions 
were ſo weighty and affecting, as to leave a laſt- 

ved ing impreſſion on the minds of ſeveral of the 

rings aucdlitors, warning all to prize their time, and 

wine prepare for their latter end, as God had inclin- 

them ed her to do, whereby ſhe enjoyed unſpeakable 

tude, peace here, with full aſſurance of eternal reſt 

from and felicity in the world to come, which, ſaid 

by 2 ſhe, I have deſired to enter into, as gain, rather 


Lents. 
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than live, if God ſo pleaſe. But the period of 


IT the her zealous labours for the promoting of righ- 
t Was teoulſneſs was not by divine wiſdom aſſigned her 
is fa- at this time; ſhe recovered her health and 
near 


ngth- 


I 


þ | ell 3 
7 1 3 


= cloſet or other private place, in fervent prayer 
been to ſeek the approbation of her maker, and 
n his the freſh diſcovery of his will concerning her; or 
only ſet apart an hour for peruſing the holy ſcriptures, 
faith. and other pious writings for her edification. And 
2urer though qualified above many with an excellent 
elled gift in the miniſtry, ſhe was by no means for- 
the ward to appear in preaching or prayer in public 


work meetings; but when ſhe did, it was 


| 1 ſtrength, to be of great ſervice in ſociety, for a 
»ices length of time. 925 „ 
neet; N Although ſhe was in honourable eſteem, as 
27 ſhe deſerved, for her accompliſhments, her vir- 


of 2 tues and her public ſervices, ſhe was preferved in 


3 bis 2 humility, not affecting to do her works to be ſeen 
her of men, but frequently retired alone into her 


ll, 


with the de- 


monitration 
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CH AP. monſtration of the ſpirit and with power, to the 


XV. refreſhment of the church: And eſpecially in 
WY 


FE 1705. 


large meetings, where ſhe knew there were bre. 


thren well qualified for the ſervice of ſuch meet— 


ings, ſhe rarely appeared as a public miniſter 
without an extraordinary impulſe, for ſhe was 


endued with wiſdom and a ſound underſtanding, 


to know the ſeaſon of her ſervice, when to ſpeak 


and when to be ſilent, in which ſhe was a good 
example to her ſex; and when any of them were 


too haſty or unſeaſonable i in their public appear- 
ances in ſuch meetings, being a woman of ſound 
judgment, and diſapproving thereof, ſhe fre. 
quently found it her concern to hint an admoni- 
tion to ſuch, in the authority of the goſpel, and 
in the meekneſs of wiſdom, which generally had 1 


a good effect. 
Her laſt public appearance in the miniſtry, 


was at a monthly meeting at Kendal the 2d of 3 
oe, 1705, at which time, though far advanced 


in years, and affected with the bodily infirmity 


attendant on old age, the livelineſs of her zel! 
and her ſpiritual abilities maintained their vigour 7 
even to admiration. In this her farewell ſermon, 
with affecting energy, ſhe cloſely preſſed her 1 
friends to faithfulneſs and diligence in the ſer- 7 
vice of the Lord, that they might receive 
their reward with thoſe who had nearly ſerved 1 


out their day. 


Ihe next day ſhe was ſeized with chat Siem. mn 
per which terminated her labours, and her end 
was ſuch as naturally reſulted from a well ſpent 7 
life; full of 1 peace, the reſigned her foul to him 
who gave it, in humble expectation of reaping = 
the fruit of her labours, the ſentence of approbati- 7 
on ell done, good and faith ful ſervant, as mani- 
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PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS. 


Fety appeared by her expreſſions on her death- © HA r. 
bed. Her huſband, who knew beſt her worth, **: 
impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of forrow, and dil. 
covering the natural regret at the proſpect of 
being deprived of ſo valuable a companion, ſhe 
nobly encouraged to reſignation in the following 
Jaddreſs. „My dear, if it be God's good plea- 
c ſure, who joined us together, and hath bleſſed 
* us hitherto, to ſeparate us outwardly, I entreat 
{<< thee to be content therewith, and give me up 
freely to the Lord, for thou knoweſt we muſt 
part; and if I go firſt, it 1s but what I have 
deſired of the Lord many a time; and I believe 
: « the conſideration of the deſolate condition 1 
„ < ſhould be in, if left behind thee, will have that 
6 place in thee, that thou wilt the more freely 
„commit me to the Lord, whoſe I am, and 
% whom I loved, feared and ſerved with an up- 
oa right heart all my days: His unſpeakable peace 
1 enjoy, and his ſaving health is my portion for 
« ever. I pray thee be content with what the 
„Lord pleaſeth to do with me, whether life or 
* death, his holy will be done.” And when ſhe 
drew near her end, about ten days before ſhe 
died, ſhe imparted profitable counſel to her grand- 
children and ſervants ; ; and renewed her requeſt 
to her huſband to give her up freely, adding, 


If it be the time of our parting, as I think it 
will, I pray thee quit thyſelf of the things of 
this world, as much as poſſible, that thou 
mayſt with the more freedom purſue thy ho- 


nourable ſervice for truth to the end of thy 


days and warn all, but eſpecially the rich, to 

keep low, and not to be high- minded, for 

pumilit ty and bolineſs are the badges of our pro- 
feſſion.“ 
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7 | fs 
CHAP.* feſſion. Her diſtemper increaſed upon her this at 
XV. near a month before her change came, during former 
— all which time, her weighty counſel, her edify- : 
1795+ ing remarks, and perfect reſignation of mine 
clearly evinced ſhe was well prepared for her final + 
change, which happened on the zoth of g, 
1705, and the attendance of her funeral was an 5 
evidence of the univerſal eſtimation of her vir- 
tues and her ſervices, her corpſe being accompa- — 1 
nied to the grave by friends from 13 different De 
meetings. =_ ©- 
The perſecution of the Quakers in New. Eng- = © 
land had ſubſided in a great degree, fince the re- 78 © 


moval of the principal perſecutors by death, ang © 
a train of ſucceeding occurrences of a very ſeri = ©. 
ous and intereſting nature, which neceſſarililjyx 


drew off their attention, to provide againſt more = © 
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imminent dangers, and more certain evils, The 7 _*© 
Indian wars, the loſs of their charter arid their 7 © 
power; their ſucceeding political conteſts amongſt "= © 
themſelves ; and after their Charter was renewed 7 © 
by King William, their general infatuations in 
the buſineſs of witchcraft, had given them ſuffici- n! 
| ent employment; whereby this peaceable body 7 _ 
j of people obtained a reſpite of their n 1 
lp till the Act of Toleration ſet them at liberty = © 
[i enjoy that peace they defired. But no ſooner had = 
i A perſecut- the ſtate recovered from its commotions, and re- 
ing Act, en- turned to a ſettlement, than the colony of Con 
titled Here- 3 
tics, paſſed NeCticut firſt diſcovered a propenſity, notwith- - 


in the colo- 


e Dre" ſtanding the toleration, to revive the former oppreſ- 
neclicut. five meaſures againſt this ſociety, by paſſing an act 

entitled Heretics, in relation whereto, application 
being made to the Queen and Counſel, it produc- | bo 
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7 * act will appear of a nature ſimilar to their CHAP. 


former perſecuting V xv. 


: « At the Court of Kenſington, the 11th day of * 


53 ce October, 1705, 


PRESENT, 


« His Royal Highneſs Prince Goorge of 
« Denmark, 

« Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
„Lord Keeper, 

« Lord Treaſurer, 

„Lord Preſident, 

«© Duke of Somerlet, 

C Duke of Ormond, 

% Earl of Ranelagh, 

« Mr. Boyle, 

Mr. Secretary Hedges, 

„ Mr. Secretary Harley, 

Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, 

Lord Chief juſtice Trevor, 
„Mr. Vernon, 

Mr. Earle. 


5 


* 


©. 


** 


A repreſentation from the lords commiſſion- 
« ers of trade and plantations, being this day 
% read at the board, uponan act paſſed in her 
* Majeſty's colony of Connecticut, entitled only 
Herelics, whereby it is enacted, that all who 
* ſhall entertain any Quakers, Ranters, Ada- 
% mites, and other Heretics, are made liable to 
the penalty of five pounds, and tive pounds 
per week for any town that {hall fo entertain 


= © them; That all Quakers thail be committed 
© to Friſon, or be ſent out of the colony; 
0 . ee ee 


1706. 


HISTORY or TH 
That . ſhall hold unneceſſary diſcourſe 


with Quakers, ſhall forfeit twenty ſhillings ; 


That whoever ſhall keep any Quakers books, 
(the governor, magiſtrates, and elders except- 


ed) ſhall forfeit ten ſhillings, and that all ſuch 
books ſhall be ſuppreſſed; That no maſter of 
any veſſel do land any Quaker without carrying 
them away again, under the penalty of twenty 
pounds. 
& And the ſaid lords commiſſioners, humbly 
offering, that the ſaid act be repealed by her 


majeſty, it being contrary to the liberty of 
conſcience indulged to diſſenters by the laws 


of England; as. alſo to the charter | to 
that colony, 


Hex Majeſty, with the advice of her privy 
council, is pleaſed to declare her difallow- 
ance and diſapprobation of the ſaid act; and 


purſuant to her majeſty's royal pleaſure there- 


upon, the ſaid act paſſed in her majeſty's colo- 
ny of Connecticut in New-England, entitled 


* Heretics, is hereby repealed, and declared null 


and void, and of none effect.“ 


In gratitude for this repeal, friends in London 


thought it their duty to preſent an addreſs to the 


Queen, which addreſs, with her anſwer, are as fol- 
loweth : 


4c 


(e 


4 


0 


T5 


May it pleaſe the QUEEN, 


« WE thy proteſtant diſſenting ſubjects, com- 


monly called Quakers, in London, having 


lately been the Cueen's humble petitioners on 
the behalf of our friends in New-England, 
againit a law made in Connecticut colony tor 
their ſuppreſſion, which law the Queen has 


& been 
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PEOPLE catrtp QUARERS. 


been graciouſly pleaſed to diſallow and make c 1 A P. 


void, 


Me now find ourſelves eau 3 in duty and 
gratiicude te make the juſt returns of our thank- 1795: 


tul acknowledgments to the Queen, for this 
eminent inſtance of inviolably maintaining 
the toleration; and do therefore humbly crave 
leave, on this occaſion, to repeat the ſincere 


aſſurance of our Ain and peaceable ſubjec- | 


tion and unfeigned joy tor the Queen's mild 


and gentle government, aiming at the good 


of all Her people. 
* May the bleſſing of the Almighty ſo proſ- 


per and accompliſh the Queen's juſt deſires of 


union among her ſubjects, of firm peace in 


Europe, and of the increaſe of virtue, that in 
the delighttul fruition thereof, the Queen may 


enjoy many days, and after a life of comfort, 
be tranſlated to a glorious immortality. Signed 
ON behalf of the ſaid people by 


6c © JOHN FIELD, 
£ JOSEPH WYETH.” 


The QUEEN*”S Anſwer. 


„LET the gentlemen know I thank them 


0 heartily for this addreſs, and that while they 


continue ſo good ſubjects, they need not doubt 
of my protection.“ 


The repealing of this act put a 1 period to 
the ee of Quakers in New-Lngland : 
And 


60 : HIS FORT or-. THY 


CHAP. And as the rigorous meaſures purſued againſt 
XV. them at their firſt appearance in that colony, and 
—— for a ſeries of years after, may appear to have 
1705. been treated with ſome ſeverity of animadverſion 
(as they deſerved), it is but juſtice to obſerve, 
that the deſcendants of theſe coloniſts, perceiving 

the enormous miſtakes of their predeceflors, have 


adopted more liberal and humane maxims of 
conduct; ſo that for ſeveral years paſt this body 


of people have been treated with lenity, and 
have been in ſome reſpects more eaſy in the 


| New-England provinces than in moſt others, 


Penſylvania and Jerſey excepted ; particular- 
ly in an entire exemption from any contri- 
bution to the ſupport of the eſtabhihed mi- 
niſtry. ff | | 


CHAP. 


A 
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Addreſi to Queen Anne on the Prevention of a Nebel- 
lion.—Account of Thomas Camm.—His ſufferings. 
His Death and Chara&ter.—Second Addreſs to 
the Queen on declaring her Reſolution to maintain 
the Toleration.— Account of John Banks. —Ac- 
count of William Crouch. 


ITI incorporation of England and Scotland CH A P. 
into one kingdom, which was a favourite mea- XVI. 
ſure with James the Firſt ; and had alſo engaged WOO 
the attention of King William, but which neither Ho: 
of them could get effected, was brought about 

this year, under the title of The Kingdom of Great 
Britain. Ihe Scotch nation in general being 

quite averſe to this union, it created great diſ- 
contents among all the claſſes of the people. 

Lewis XIV. king of France, being at this time Anattempt 
unable to cope with his confederated encmies in hve gel 
the Netherlands, of which the Engliſh were de frut- 
amongſt the moſt formidable, looked upon this NO 
diſaffection of Scotland to the Englith govern- 
ment, to preſent a favourable opportunity to di- 
vide the allied forces, by giving employment to 

the Britiſh arms at home, With this view, he 
made great preparations to ſupport tae Preten- 

der, in an invaſion of England, at the head 

of the Scotch malecontents; but the vigt- 
lance of the Britith government was the means 


of 


62 


CHA P. of defeating his deſign. Addreſſes of allegiance 


XVI. 
1708. 


Third Ad- 
dreſs to . 
Anne. * 


CC 


and domeſtic) that he will ſo effectually reple- 
niſh the Queen's heart, together with thoſe of 
her great council, with his divine wiſdom, that 
righteouſneſs, juſtice and moderation, which 


HIS TORY OF THE 


or congratulation having been ſent up to the 
Queen from different parts upon this occaſion, 
the people called Quakers thought it expedient, 


from their yearly meeting, to preſent the follow- 
ing addreſs. 
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To Anne Queen of Great Britain, &c. 


The grateful and humble Addreſs of the people 


commonly called Quakers, from their yearly 


ce meeting in London this 28th day of the third 


“ month called May, 1708. 


« WF, having good cauſe to commemorate 


the manifold mercies of God vouchſafed to this 


united kingdom of Great Britain, believe it 
our duty to make our humble acknowledg- | 
ments, firſt to the divine Majeſty, and next to 
the Queen, for the liberty we enjoy under her 


kind and favourable government, with heart 
defires and prayers to Almighty God (who hath 
hitherto diſappointed the miſchievous and 
wicked deſigus of her enemies both foreign 


are the ornaments of the Queen's reign, and 


which exalt a nation, may be increaſed and 
promoted. 


« And we take this opportunity to give the 
Queen the renewed aſſurance of our hearty 
allection to the preſent cltabliſhed government, 


and 
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ſtations, according to our peaceable principles, 


63 


and that we as a people will, in our reſpective CHAP. 
XVI. 


© by the grace of God, approve ourſelves in all >> 


* 


A 


fidelity the Queen's faithful and obedient ſub- 
jects, and as ſuch conclude with fervent prayer 
to the Lord of Hoſts, that after a proſperous, 
<« ſafe and long reign in this life, thou, O Queen, 
„ mayſt be bleſſed with an everlaſting crown of 


ger. 


* 


— 


(a) 


Seven friends were appointed to preſent this 
addreſs, amongſt whom was George Whitehead, 
who upon preſenting it, ſaid, We heartily wiſh 
* the Queen health and happineſs : We are 


“come to preſent an addreſs from our yearly | 


„meeting, which we could have defired might 
have been more early and more ſeaſonably 
„timed, but could not, becauſe our ſaid meet- 
ing was but the laſt week, and therefore now 
© hope the Queen will favourably accept our 


„ addreſs.” When he delivered it, the Queen 


requeſted him to read it, which he did, and 
the Queen anſwered, I thank you very kindly 
« for your addreſs, and I affure you of my pro- 
* tection; you may depend upon it.” To this 
G. Whitehead replied, © We thankfully ac- 
© knowledge that God, by his power and 
_* ſpecial providence bath preſerved and defended 
the Queen againſt the evil deſigns of her ene- 


* mies, having made the Queen an eminent in- 
C6 


a 


£6 
640 


* conſciences againſt perſecution : which liberty 


being grounded upon this reaſon in the late 
King's reign, for the uniting the Proteſtant ſub- 
| **. enn 


£8 


£6 


* ſirument for the good of this nation and realm 
of Great Britain, in maintaining the tolera- 
tion, the liberty we enjoy in reipect to our 
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HISTORY: or THE 


CH AP. ce 7, in intereſt and affection, the union of Great 


XVI. 
Lad 


1708. 


«© Britain, now ſertled, tends to the ſtrength and 
„ ſafety thereof; for in union is the ſtrength and 
* ſtability of a nation or kingdom; and with- 


„ out union no nation or people can be ſafe, but 


% are weak and unſtable. The ſucceſſion of the 
„ crown being ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the pro- 
ce teſtant line, muſt needs be very acceptable to 


a e ee proteſtant ſubjects. 


And now, O Queen! that the Lord may 


% preſerve and defend thee for the future, the 


« remainder of thy days, and ſupport thee 
cc 


&« ſafety and good of this nation and kingdom of 


„ Great Britain, and that the Lord may bleſs 
and preſerve thee to the end, 1s our ſincere 
2 gelre.””.. 

Lo this the Queen returned, * I thank you 
* for your ſpeech, and for your addreſs ; and 
ce ye may be aſſured I will take care to protect 


ou.“ G. Whitehead replied, © the Lord 


= = TW 


Account of 
Thomas 


Camm. 


bleſs and proſper the Queen in all her good in- 
© tentions ;** and then theſe friends withdrew. 

In this year died Thomas Camm of Camm's- 
gill in Weſtmoreland, ſon of John Camm, whoſe 


life and character is the firſt recorded in this hiſ- 


tory. Both his parents being members of the 


fociety, conſpicuous for their integrity and piety, 
he had the advantage of a religious education in 


the principles of the people called Quakers, their 


pious counſel and circumſpect example made a 
deep impreſſion on his tender mind; whereby, 


from his early youth, he was bleſſed with religi- 


ous ſentiments, and delighted in the company of 
the moſt religious perſons. And as he grew up, 
his 


under all thy great care and concern for the 


PEOPLE ALLIED QUAKRKERS. 65 

his underſtanding was illuminated, to perceive, e H A Þ. 
that beſides an education in the moſt perfect form Xv1. 
of religion, the experience of inward ſancti . 
fication - by that word, which is quick and 1797. 
powerful, was neceſſary; and being hum- 
bled into frequent inward retirement to feel 
after this quickening word, he was favoured with 
the attainment of what he ſaw he ſtood in need of, 
and by the virtue of this refining power being pu- 
rified, he received a gift in the miniſtry, in 
which his doctrine was found, and his delivery 
agreeable, not in the enticing words of man's 
wiſdom, but in the demonſtration of divine 
power, reaching the witneſs of God in the hearts 
of his hearers, whereby he was made inſtrumen- 
tal to convert many to, and eſtabliſh many in 
the way to righteouſneſs and peace. 

He ſpent much of his time in travelling in va- 
rious parts of the nation, in the exerciſe of his 
miniſtry, for the edification of his friends, while 
he was left at liberty. But he bore his ſhare of His fuſſer- 
the ſufferings of this age both in perſon and pro- 
perty, whereby his travels were repeatedly inter- 
rupted, In the year 1674 he was ſued by John 
Ormrod, prieſt of Burton, for {mall tithes and 


bblations, and by a writ de excommunicato capiendo 


he was caſt into priſon at Kendal, where he was Impriſon- 
detained in a cloſe confinement for a great part of ment at 

| | 4 42 2 Kendal, 
three years. He was afterwards impriſoned for 
fix years in the county jail at Appleby (as before 2 


noted in the account of his wife's deceaſe) on pe ORE: 


what account I am not informed, but moſt pro- 
bably for the like demand of tithes, ſo that he was 
impriſoned near nine years in all. 
On the 13th of October 1678, after the com- 
mencement of the laſt conventicle act, Edward 
Yor 19; F Wilſon, 
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CHAP, Wilſon, a juſtice of peace, ſent ferent informers 


XVI. 


1707. 


3 
Diſtrained 


to the 


value of 
311. 198. 


A 
To the va- 


tue of 31. - 


HISTORY OF THE 


to a meeting held in the houſe of Edward Cragg 


—— of Ackonthwaite, and upon their evidence, con- 
victed ſeveral perſons without examination, or 
ſummoning them before him, and iſſued his war- 
rants of diſtreſs, whereby there were taken from 


Thomas Camm in particular, for preaching at 


the ſaid meeting, nine head of cattle and fifty- 
five ſheep worth 311. 108. When the officers 
complained to this rigorous juſtice that they could 


not ſel! ſome of the cattle, he charged them to 
ſell at any price, and fetch more till they had 


enough, and ordered them to drive them from 
market to market, to ſell them cheap for the 
encouragement of buyers; threatening them, 
that if they did not raiſe all their fines, they 


ſhould pay the reſt out of their own pockets. 
There were again, by warrant from the ſaid Wil- 


fon, two oxen taken from him worth 7l. upon 


an information of being at a meeting at Tarle- 


ton; being with others fined on account of a 


preacher, who was ſaid in the warrant to be fled, 
and his habitation unknown: Whereas the 
preacher was ſo far from fleeing, that he went to 


the juſtice's houſe, and left word there, that his 
name was Thomas Dowcra, and that he dwelt at 


Swarthmore near Ulverſtone, in Lancaſhire, and 
that he was of ability to pay his own fine, for 


which reaſon he deſired it might not be umpoſed 
upon others. 
All his ſufferings, which were many, he bore 
with fortitude and firmneſs; unſhaken in his 


teſtimony for truth, he maintained it uniformly 
to the laſt; far from being diſcouraged by ſuffer- 


ing i in a good cps it was his joy and crown of 


Tang, 
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s | rejoicing, that he was counted worthy not only c HA p. 
= = believe in the truth, but alſo to ſuffer for it. XVI. 
- | He was not only eminent amongſt his brethren 
T for his ſervice in the miniſtry, but in the main- 2707. 
8 taining the diſcipline of the church, for which he 

n was remarkably well qualified, being himſelf a 


it ſiſmining example of righteouſneſs in his own con- 


2 verſation, richly repleniſhed with divine wiſ- 1 
rs dom, and adorned with meekneſs and humility, A 
d his endeavours to promote an orderly converſa- 1 
to tion, conſiſtent with their profeſſion, amongſt his 1 
d friends, were attended with the greater weight and ll, 
m 1 effect; whether exerted in the meekneſs of wil- jf 
le = on for the ſtrengthening and encouragement of | 
n, | the weak and well diſpoſed; or in a well temper- [ 
ey | d zeal againſt every appearance of evil; eſpecially ; 
8s. againſt that ſpirit which endeavoured to lay waſte ; 
il. the teſtimony and religious care of friends, and 
n F_ foment diviſions in the church, with which we 

le- have ſeen the county of his reſidence was parti- 

'a | Ccularly exerciſed. Being a man of peace, he la- 

d, boured to follow it with all men; to promote it in 

he | the church and amongſt all forts of people. Love 

to | and unity amongſt brethren he rejoiced in, and 

nis þ where any thing appeared tending to a breach of 

at | it, he uſed his utmoſt endeavours to put a ſtop 

. thereto. Benevolent and kindly affectioned to 

for | all men, he was beloved and eſteemed by the 

ſed | good, as far as his acquaintance extended. 

„ When he was advanced in years, and affected 

Je | with infirmities in conſequence of the hardſhips 

his | and ſufferings he had endured in the ſucceſſive 

nly | ſtages of his life, his zeal for truth, and his love 
fer- to his brethren, and concern for the well- being 
of 1 of mankind in a general way, engaged him in 


Ng. Fa repeated 


68 


"RIS TORY: on Tun 


CHAP: repeated religious labours and viſits to his friends 


XVI. 


in various parts, to their comfort and edification, 


ww to near the termination of his life. 


1707. 


His laſt journey in religious ſervice was into 
Lancaſhire, the weſt of Yorkſhire, and his own 
county of Weſtmoreland, from which he return- 


ed on the 17th of the 11”, 1707, O. S. to his 


Son-in-law's, John Moor's at Eldworth ; and 


here he was immediately attacked by a return of 


a diſtemper which had been before at times trou- 
bleſome to him, viz. the ſtone and gravel, which 


continuing to encreaſe upon him, and affect him 

with violent pain, ſo that he could take little food 

or ſleep, yet he bore it with much patience. In 
the proſpe@ of future happineſs he was perfect. 
ly refigned to the divine will, frequently expreſ- 
ſing his acquieſcence therein in theſe or ſimilar 
terms, © I neither deſire to live nor to die, but 


„am well content, however it ſhall pleaſe the 


„ Lord to order it. ” One day fitting alone, his i 
ſon John Moor came to bear him company, and 


aſking him how he did? he anſwered, © I am 
„weak in the body, but ſtrong in the inner 


man, bleſſed be the Lord, who hath been my 
e ſtrength and ſupport hitherto, 
humble thankfulneſs to the divine Being for his 


55 


expreſſing his 


multiplied and unſpeakable mercies to him, in the 


| ſucceflive viciſhtudes of his life. 
About a week before he died, ſeveral of his 
grand-children being in the room with him, he 


ſaid unto them, © Now I think I muſt leave you. 


* If the Lord had ſeen meet to ſpare me a little 
„longer, I might have been of ſervice to you in 
„ counſel and advice; but the Lord, the great 


<6 and wiſe counſellor, as you have your eye to 


8 him 


cc 
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"6 


“ him above all things, will not be wanting INCHA P. 


counſel to you ; I love you entirely, and the 
bleſſing of the Almighty reſt upon you, if it be 
his will.” To John Moor and others preſent, 


* 


* 


* 


Bear me record, that I die in perfect unity 


with the prethren; my love is as firm and true 


< as ever, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the author 


© of our ſalvation.” 
To recount all the ſolid expreſſions which 


this good man brought forth from the good trea- 


ſure of his heart, during a confinement of five 


or ſix weeks, might to ſome readers appear tedi- 
ous : The fore-cited expreſſions appear to beſpeak 


a mind redeemed from the earth, and looking 
forward with ſerenity to an habitation eternal in 


| the Heavens, for which he had been, through 
dme courle of a pretty long lite, careful to make 


preparation. 


He departed this life at Eldworth aforeſaid, | 


in much peace and quietneſs, the 13th day of the 
firſt month 1707-8, in the 67th year of his age. 
His body was removed from thence to his late 


habitation at Camm's-gill, and on the ſixteenth 
from thence to friends burying-ground at Park- 


end in Preſton- Patrick to be interred. The great 


numbers and decent ſolemnity of friends of that 


and other adjacent counties, and of the neigh- 


bourhood of other ſocieties, under a general ap- 
pearance of ſorrow, demonſtrated the reſpect they 
bore to his character. 
moſt of the attendants drew into the meeting- 


The corpſe being interred, 


houſe, and had an edifying ſeaſon together, the 


divine preſence eminently overſhadowing the 


aſſembly, to the affecting many hearts with reve- 
rent ſolemnity and ſerious conſiderations, under 


the 


XVI. 
— ne 
1707. 


ration, and 


the Queen pulous conſciences, whereupon a committee of 
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CHAP. the influence whereof, divers lively teſtimonies 
XVI. were borne to the ſufficiency of that univerſal prin- 


O ciple of light and grace, of which the deceaſed 


1710. had been a ſhining example. 


In this year party animoſities, Which appear 
to have ſubſided for ſome time paſt, broke out 
with remarkable violence. Sacheverel, a violent 


high church- man, inveighed againſt the diſſenters 


in ſeveral harangues; for two of which he was 


complained of to the houſe of commons, who im- 
peached him of high crimes and miſdemeanours, 


of which he was found guilty by the lords and 
ſilenced for three years; the clergy and others of 


the ſame ſtamp, who were now become numer- 


ous, patronized his cauſe as their own, with all 
the vehemence of a violent party ſpirit, pointed 
their ſermons and diſcourſes with intemperate 


warmth againſt the diflenters, and ſtimulated the 
populace to riot and outrage againſt them, raiſing 


a popular cry that the church was in danger. The 


Queen allo being influenced to change her mini- 
ſtry and meaſures, he was uſed as a tool to turn 
the paſſions of the vulgar in favour of the deſign ; 
and from the prevailing ſpirit at this time, many 


Apprehenſi- of the diflenters were filled with apprehenſions of 


ons being 


co cies à deſign to repeal or at leaſt to weaken the act of 


by ſome, of toleration; but a new parliament being elected, 


a deſign to , 5 
weaken the the Queen 1n her ſpeech declared her reſolution 
act of Tole- 


to maintain the indulgence by law allowed to ſcru- 


declaring 


ber rcon. the people called Quakers waited upon her with | 
tion to ſup- the tollowing addreſs : : 


port it, 
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* To Queen Anne of Great Britain, &c. 


The humble and thankful Addreſs of the 


CC 


66 Fern on behalf of themſelves . the © | 
“ reſt of their perſuaſion, 


When we conſider the Queen's royal regard 
to protect our religious liberty, and the freſh 


* aſſurance from the throne of her chriſtian reſo- 


<* lution to maintain the indulgence by law al- 


© lowed to ſcrupulous conſciences, and her ten- 


der care that the ſame may be tranſmitted to 


c poſterityin the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe | 


« of Hanover, we find ourſelves concerned 
" gratefully to acknowledge her goodneſs there- 
in, and the ready concurrence of her great 


% council therewith. 


Taking this occaſion to aſſure the Queen of 


_ © our duty and affection and peaceable behaviour 


under her government, as is our principle, and 


< hath always been our practice. 


* And we heartily defire our fellow-ſubjects 
may lay aſide all animoſities, and in a ſpirit of 
love and meekneſs, endeavour to outdo each 


* Other in virtue and univerſal charity. 


That it may graciouſly pleaſe Amiehty God | 
to defend and bleſs thee, O Queen ! and guide 


| & thee by his counſel in a long and proſperous 


* reign here, and afterwards receive thee to 


„ glory, is the hearty prayer of oy faithful ſub- 


8 jects. 


To 


The peopl 
ueen's proteſtant ſubjects, the people bandes 


alled Quakers, in and about the city of ters adus 
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„ Io this Addreſs the Queen anſwered, = BE. 
| 1710. I thank ye fob your addreſs, and 95 my de. wl 
< pend on my protectio n,” ä 
| ; 

| | Account of This year died John Banks, who was born of KM -W 
Pen Fanks honeſt parents, in the pariſh of Iſſel in Cumber- i 
| land. In early youth he was convinced of the | by 
| principle of the divine light in the heart, not by | be 
| the preaching of men, but the inward <vavittion Fw 
| of his own mind, and brought to an acquain- ; fir 
| tance therewith before he had any acquaintance | ni. 
Fl - amongſt the people called Quakers, or heard their | (h 
1 doctrine preached ; but by a motion in his own | *© 
mind, he was incited to go to a meeting of the faid | © 

people, in conſequence whereof he went to their us 

meeting at Pardſhaw, where very few words were 1 

ſpoken; but a paper was read therein, which had 1 

a conſiderable effect upon him, being pertinently n 

applicable to his condition. And through dili- de 

gent attention to the ingrafted word, which is able = 

to ſave the ſoul, he experienced a growth in ſanc- 1 

tification, and was prepared for the reception of Pez 


the gifts of the ſpirit ; in the year 1663 he ap- 
peared in the miniſtry and viſited ſome of the 
meetings in the neighbouring counties; and in 
the year 1668, being more deeply experienced 


in the work of religion, he was made willing to pe 
forſake all, to perform his duty in the ſervice of th. 
his maker and the cauſe of truth, travelling into we 
he 

the ſouthern and weſtern counties, and in a great 5 
degree devoted the future time of his life to the 8 
like beneficial purpoſe. He laboured zealouſly V 
in the promulgation of the be both in ſeve- an 


ral DT 


— 


2 c d 1 


—— 
1 


= c , * c 


& bes I CO 


Fs 


— << (0 + 


PEOPLE cartzeD QUAKERS. 


ſeveral times over, to the edification of the ſociety 


of his friends and the convincement of others, — 
who remained witneſſes to the efficacy of his mi- 
niſtry and as ſeals thereof. 


In the year 1679, he felt it his duty to go "es 


under a preſſing concern of mind into thoſe 
counties and places, where the ſeparation begun 


by + Wilkinſon and J. Story had got ground, to 
bear his teſtimony againſt that ſpirit of ſeparation 


which had its life in contention and diſcord. He 


firſt went with Chriſtopher Story for his compa- 


nion, to the yearly meeting in London, where 


(he writes) © the love and lite of pure religion 


+ was in dominion, ſo that the oppoſing ſpirit was 
& never once able to lift up its head; an agreea- 
ble harmony prevailed throughout, the power 


„of God being over all.” From London they 


turned weſtward through Berkſhire and Wilt- 

| ſhire to Briſtol ; here he pafled along under a 
deep travail and anxiety of ſoul by day and by 
night, that the deceitfulneſs and error of the ſpi- 
rit of ſeparation, which fought to divide and make 
parties in the ſociety, might be made manifeſt, 


5 


* See vol. 2, p. 479. 


＋ It may be proper to obſerve; there were at this time two 
perſons of the name of John Wilkinſon in the ſociety, or under 
the name of Quakers, viz. John Wilkinſon of Cumberland, 


who had been a prieſt of Brigham, and had two pariſhes more; 


he was convinced by rhe miniſtry of G. Fox in 1657, became 
an approved minifter among the people called Quakers, and 


many were convinced by him: He travelled into the South and 
Weſt of England, with J. Banks for his. companion in 1668; 
and continued a faithful man till the day of his death in 1675. 


The other John Wilkinſon of Weftmoreland, proven ly 


| known in our hiftory for his oppoſition and ſeparation. 
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CHAP. and that the innocent might be preſerved from 
XVI. being entangled or hurt by it, inſomuch that he 
could take little refreſhment of food or ſleep; not- 


1710. 


and for that purpoſe 


withſtanding which he was ſo ſupported with the ſpi- 


ritual ſtrength and the authority of the goſpel in 
his teſtimony, that although ſome of theſe ſeparatiſts 
were highly provoked, railed at him behind his 


back, threatened to pre him public oppoſition, 
ollowed him from meeting 
to meeting ; yet the power which ſupported him, 


and evidently attended his teſtimony, chained 


them down, ſo that when the time came, they had 
no ability to put their threats in execution. He 
paſſed through thoſe parts, labouring in the mi- 


niiſtry to the comfort and edification of the 


church, and the create of peace in his own 
mind. 


He had: a ſhare alto 1 in 1 the ſufferings . 


on his profeſſion in this perſecuting age, both in 
impriſonment and the loſs of goods. In the year 


1662, George Fletcher, a juſtice of peace, came 


to a meeting at Howhill in Sowerby pariſh, ruſn- 


ing in a hoſtile manner, with a retinue armed 
with ſwords and piſtols, and finding John Banks 
on his knees, the juſtice ſtruck him over the 
head, and when he continued praying, ordered 


him to be pulled down backward, and cauſed 
him and others to be dragged down the hill, in 


a violent and cruel manner, and afterwards ſent 


them to Carliſle jail. At the enſuing ſeſſions 


ſome were fined 1ol. and the reſt 51. each, and 


diſtraints made to conſiderably more than the 
value. * In the year 1683 ſeveral informers came 
to the meeting at Pardſhaw-Cragg, and found 
Peter Fearon 2 They applied to juſtice 
Fletcher, 
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be levied on himſelf and ſeveral others who were 
preſent, among whom John Banks was one: And | 


although Peter defired the whole might be charg- 


ed on himſelf, he being of ſufficient ability, the 


juſtice perſiſted in his deſign, and iflued his war- 
rants for diſtraint, whereby goods to the amount 


of 7l. 108. were taken from John Banks. 
When theſe goods were expoſed to ſale, and no 
purchaſers could be found, this juſtice ordered 
his own ſervants to purchaſe ſome of them, 
which they did at a very low price; and the 
officers to ſupply the defect made further ſei- 
zures, whereby the value of the diſtraints at laſt 
amounted to 35l. 


This juſtice Fletcher ſeems to have enter- 


tained a particular enmity againſt this reputable 
man, impelling him to every meaſure in his 


power, to diſtreſs him and his family in their 


outward circumſtances: For at the very time he 


granted the aboveſaid warrant for diſtraining 


his goods for his arbitrary fine, being an impro- 


priator, he was carrying on a ſevere proſecution 


againſt him for tithes. John Banks being 
ſubpœnaed to anſwer his bill, becauſe, from his 


conſcientious ſcruple, he could not put in his an- 
ſwer upon oath, was run to a contempt, upon 


which he was arreſted at the very ſame time, 
that the officers and informers with their aſſiſtants, 
to the number of twelve, came to his houſe to 
execute Fletcher's warrant of diſtreſs? 
He was committed to priſon in Carliſle jail, 


where he was detained ſix years and nine 


months, during which time he received much 


rude 


b J. Banks's journal, 
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CHAP. rude treatment and abuſe from the jailer and 
XVI. his deputy by his order; being inſtigated there- 
O to, firſt by his own vexation, becauſe John and 


10. 


his friends and fellow-priſoners heſitated to gra 
tify his avaricious diſpoſition, in taking eliambers | 


from him at his price; and ſecondly, by the 
prieſts and magiſtrates of the city, who were diſ- 


turbed and exaſperated at John Banks, becauſe 
the friends in priſon keeping up their meetings, 
particularly on the firſt day of the week, he fre- 
quently felt a concern to preach among them, 
and ſtanding near the caſement, which opened 


to the ſtreet, his teſtimony could be heard by 


the citizens as they came from their worſhip. 
This exaſperated both the prieſts (of which there 


were a conſiderable number in that place) 


and the magiſtrates, as the people in paſſing 
would frequently ſtand to hear him: In order 
to put a ſtop thereto, the mayor of the city, ac- 


companied by ſome of the aldermen and others, 


came into their meeting in the priſon one firſt 


day while John was preaching, and in great paſ- 


fon commanded him to be filent, ſhaking his 
; wand at him,and threatening to gag hi, But nei- 


ther his paſſion nor his menaces could effect his pur- 


poſe; John intimating to him, that he conceived he 
had his commiſſion from a ſuperior power; and 


that as mayor he had no authority to moleſt him 


and his companions in confinement; they were 


the king's priſoners, and in fate cuſtody. With 
ſome further menaces the mayor and his compa- 


ny departed, and gave them no further moleſta- 


tion in perſon. 


But there is reaſon to preſume they gave a 


charge to the jailer and His turnkey, to endea- 
vour 
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vour to prevent him from preaching, even by c H Ap. 


violence. The turnkey e watched their 
meetings, and as ſoon as 


e heard John Banks's 
voice, would drag him by force out of the room 


to ſome other place, and confine him there till 


after the meeting was ended. The turnkey at 


other times would endeavour to prevent his 
ſpeaking, by putting his hat over his face; hoot- 


ing to drown his voice; clapping his hands on his 
mouth, and ſuch like rough treatment. Once find- 


ing him on his knees at prayer, being urged by 


the jailer, who was alſo preſent, this turnkey 
pulled him off his knees, threw him down, and 


ground, which not being able to do, the jailer 


: came to his aſſiſtance, and then they jointly 


pulled him away, and ſhut him up in a noiſome 
ſmoaky room over the brew-houſe, in which he 


was locked up ſeveral times; at one time three 
days and two nights without a bed of any kind to 
lie down upon. 


The jailer finding theſe harſh meaſures inef. 


fectual to compaſs their deſign of filencing him, 
had recourle to remonitrance, repreſenting to 
John © that the prieſts, mayor and aldermen of 


* the city were greatly diſpleaſed, and threaten- 
* ed to fine him for ſuffering him to. preach, and 
his friends to hold conventicles in the jail, 
« propoſing their removal to another houſe from 
the ſtreet, or at leaſt to the further end of 
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endeavoured to drag him by force along the 


„ the room, where he might not be heard.“ 


In reply to this, John Banks, who conceived his 


miniſtry not reſtricted to his friends and fellow- 
priſoners; but that it was to be alſo exerciſed to 


call the inhabitants to repentance as opportunity 


offered, 
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1710. 


palliate his ſeverity, under the fear of the re- 
fentment of the magiſtrates and prieſts, could 


calling them rogues, raſcals and cheating knaves, 
menacing them with the ſmoaky loſt and com- 
mon jail, and charging the turnkey to let them 
out on no occaſion, not even to buy victuals, 
which charge was pretty. ſtrictly obſerved, in- 
ſomuch, that for ſome time they were hard 


HISTORY or THE 


2 ſhould be ſub; ect to him, let him put him 
«© where he Wet but as to matters of religi- 


„ ous duty he could own no ſubjection to him 


or them; but to the clear diſcovery of the 
“light in his own mind only.” The jailer 


and his deputy therefore returned to their former 
practice of haling, confining and perſonal abuſe, 


whereby his body was much bruiſed and his En 


_ impaired. 


The jailer, although he pretended at times to 


not forbear at other times to give vent to his 


own private reſentments on the ſubject that touch- 
ed him more cloſely, becauſe they did not take 
their diet and lodgings from him at extravagant 


rates, abuſing them with opprobrious language, 


put to it to provide neceſſaries for them- 
ſelves. 


The jailer not fully gratified by this ſeverity, 


or not finding it anſwer his purpoſe, in a few 


weeks proceeded to put his menace in execution, 

by thruſting John Banks and another friend into 
the common jail amongſt the felons and poor 
debtors, at a time when it was ſo crowded, that 
there was no convenient room to ſit or lie down, 
and J. Banks was in an ill ſtate of health, hav. 
ing been indiſpoſed for ſome time before; upon 


which 
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which account one of his fellow. priſoners made c H A Þ. 
this remonſtrance to the jailer, “ If this friend ſhall XVI. 
die through thy cruelty and hard uſage, his blood 0 
“ will be required at thy hands:“ The jailer, with 1710. 
all the unfeelingneſs of ſuch officers, replied, © he 


e did not care if J. Banks never ſtood upon his 
feet again, he would put him into the common 


« jail;” which he did, where J. Banks and his 


companion were obliged to ſit all night near the 
ſink, the common receptacle of the filth and ex · 


crements of the priſoners. And when they 


ſome ſtraw to lie on, they had only the 8 


ground to lay it on, cloſe by the noiſome ſink. 


He was confined here ſixteen days and nights, 
during which time his wife (with other friends) 
coming twenty miles to viſit him in priſon, ſhe 
requeſted of the jailer, that he would permit her 


huſband to come to her in ſome place more con- 


venient than the common jail; but as diveſted of 
all tenderneſs, he refuſed her. and ſent her 


word, If ſhe wanted to ſee him, ſhe might! in 


« the common jail, but no where elſe.“ She 
continued with him there one night and part of 


the next day, a ſympathizing witneſs of the hard- 
_ ſhips he underwent. 


When the jailer found he could not by any 


contrivance effect his purpoſe, to procure cham- 


ber-rent from him and his friends, growing 


uneaſy in his mind from a troubled conſcience, 
he brought John back to his fellow-priſoners, 


after a confinement of two weeks and upwards in 


the dark dungeon. 

And when he could neither by theſe harſh 
meaſures make the gain he wanted by theſe pri- 
ſoners, nor hinder John Banks from preaching, 

he, 
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CHA P.he, being much threatened by the prielts, re- 


XVI. moved himſelf and them to another houſe, and 
— placed them in rooms backward from the ſtreet, 
1710. where they held their meetings peaceably, with- 


out much further moleſtation from the jailer or 


any other ; who after perſecuting them as above 


_ deſcribed for about fix months, ſeems to have re. 
lented, and in proceſs of time to have indulged 
them with as much liberty as they could expect. 

John Banks was detained in priſon till he was re- 


leaſed by King William's act of grace in 1690, 


ſeven years wanting three months from his firſt 
commitment. 


| Soon after his releaſe he took another j journey 
into the weſt, to pay a religious viſit to his 
friends in that quarter, and thence to London, 


Where his ſervice was very acceptable and pro- 
fitable to many, and the meetings generally very 
large, all along his friends vere reſpectful and 
rejoiced to ſee him again alter his long imri⸗ 
ſonment. = 
A few months after his return from this jour- 

ney, he met, (according to his own expreſſion). 


with the greateſt trial that had ever befallen him, 


in the removal of his virtuous and well-beloved 
wife, with whom he had lived in great comfort 


and near affection twenty-ſeven years; and whom 


he characterizes as a meet help to him, a ſympa- 
thizer in his exerciſes; a woman induſtrious and 


careful in ordering their outward affairs, and in 
the religious education of their children in his 
abſence : That ſhe was well- beloved amongſt her 


friends and neighbours : : bore her ſickneſs with 
patience ; and ended her days in peace the 2d 
day of 10, 1691. 


In 
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_ reſidence in that county, firſt at Mear, and a 


vice in both; a man endued with excellent ta- 
things that were juſt, pure, lovely and of good 
large meeting, he was raiſed in his teſtimony 
nued a conſiderable length of time in his teſ- 
timony againſt outſide appearances of religion, 
" deſtitute of the ſubſtance, with perſpicuity and 


juſt diſtinction in his doctrine, demonſtrating 
the ſtrength of his memory and mental facul- 


ſolation, reireſhment and edification : of the 
righteouſneſs removed from his thoughts the 
preſent conſideration of his bodily infirmity. 


far weakened, that it was a taſk ſufficient for 
two men to lead him from 1 meeting to his 
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In the year 1696 he married his ſecond wife uA r. | 
at Glaſtonbury in Somerſetſhire, and fixed his XVI. | 


terwards at Street. He continued his travels %%. 


Marries a 


for the promoting a religious concern amongſt {cond time, 


his brethren, even in his advanced years, when #ndremoves 
into Somer 


affected with great bodily infirmity. About fetthire. 
two months before his deceaſe he paid a religi- 

_ ous viſit to ſeveral meetings of his friends, 
both thoſe for religious worſhip and theſe for 


diſcipline, in the care of the poor, widows and 
orphans, being equally well qualified for ſer- 


lents for promoting good order, purſuing thoſe 
report. In this laſt journey at Somerton, in a 


to the admiration of thoſe ; who were acquainted 
with the infirm ſtate of TH health. He conti- 


ties, and the ſoundneſs of his judgment in ſpi- 
ritual matters, being wonderfully ſupported by 
divine afliſtance to preach the word to the con- 


———— At gyro . y— adotdregooy ar ra et er ONTO TON AS 2 Y "> 1 * E * — 


meeting. 
His zeal for the . of truth and 


His natural ſtrength was, by his exertion, ſo 


Vol. IV. G lodging: 
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CcHA?P,lodging : but he was very cheerful under the | « 
XVI. feeling of an increaſe of peace in his boſom, 5 
por ſpending his remaining ſtrength in the beſt 5 
1710. cauſe, and ſignified his inward ſatis faction in B 
that day's ſervice. He proceeded in his viſit to Rs, 
Puddimore, and from thence to Yeovil, where 

in a large meeting of friends he was afreſh | 3 
divinely influenced in his public ſervice, witha he 
lively zeal and quick diſcerning of the ftates Þ wi 

of ſeveral preſent, to which he addreſſed per- B 
tinent doctrine; and from thence he returned laſ 
home, where he was ſoon ſeized with that diff! 
temper of which he died. During the time of 5 
confinement he frequently ſaid, * Though my F 

* pain be great, my foul doth magnify the Lord | lat 

« for his goodneſs to me”. On the 22d of th moe 
month ſeveral friends being preſent, after ſome cal 

time ſpent in ſilence, he exhorted them to a Ha 
diligent attendance of meetings for worſhip, ] ma 
both on firſt days, and other days of the week, Hel 

ſet apart for that purpoſe ; alſo their quarterly Was 

and monthly meetings for diſcipline, expreſſing in t 

bis great love to friends of Glaſtonbury and ful 
Street, to whom he had been a good example the 

in the diligent attendance of meetings, which wol 

he now recommended, adding, © Although 1 the 

am weak in body, and know not whether I fou 

* may live much longer, yet I am ſtrong in hat! 


the Lord and the power of his might, and 
% have nothing to do but to die.” To a young 
man that came with ſome other friends to ſee 
him he faid, “ Art thou the young man that 
yes at Somerton, lately convinced of the 
© bleſſed truth? He anſwered, © Fes.“ The 
“ Lord be with thee,” continued John Banks, 
« and I defire thee in the love of God to 
gie 


N 


5 


called Penton by Weyhill, 
Hampſhire. 
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© jt be to thee to take it up.“ 


Much more good advice, dur! ing his ſickneſs, 
he imparted to thoſe who came to ſee him, 


with a favour of life and power which greatl 


affected thoſe to whom it was addreſſed. His 


laſt expreſſions on record were, © It is well 


* with me, I have nothing to do but to die, 
“ and I ſhall end in the truth as I began.“ 


1710. 
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give up in obedience to the working of the HAP. 
ſpirit of God in thy heart, and then he will XVI. 
do great things for thee; and do not thou 
{tumble at the croſs, for the more thou look- 


eſt at it, and putteſt it off, the harder will 


William Crouch, according to his beſt calcu- Account of 


lation, was born on the 


5th day of the 2d 
month called April 1628, 


beloved in his neighbourhood. His mother 


was a religious woman, and one of the people 


in that day called Puritans. She was a watch- 
ful guardian over her children, to preſerve 
them from evil either in word or action; and 
would often call them together to pray with 


found ſeaſonable opportunities, wherein 


| hath left a good example to others of her ſex 
who are mothers of children. 


His father was taken off in the prime of life, 
leaving his children young; and the civil war 
ariſing ſoon after unſettled the family, and de- 


prived him of his ſhare of his father's pro- 


William 


cated. 


perty, and alſo of the advantage of learning, | 


which otherwiſe he might have had. 
2 


He re- 
moved 


Crouch. 
15 a {mall village 
near Andover in 
His father was a ſubſtantial yeo- 
man, of good repute in the country, and well 


them, and for them by day or by night, as ſhe tte is rer. 
| ſhe gioully edu- 
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CH AP. moved to London in 1646, and bound himſelf t 
XVI. apprentice there. E 
— His religious education was not loſt upon him, | 

cure for in all the changes of ſituation he was pre- v 

his compa- ſerved in a good degree of innocence and ſo- T 

„ briety from many temptations and evils inci- 0 

dent to youth. Careful of his company, he c 
ſhunned the converſe of ſuch as indulged in b 
exceſs, rudeneſs and diſſipation, and choſe for Þ 
his affociates ſuch as were religiouſly diſpoſed t1 
and ſober in their conduct. "0M 
He diligently attended the miniſtry of ſuch | tl 
public preachers as were in the greateſt reputa- | e. 
tion for wiſdom and piety; he often wrote | WV 
their ſermons, and was ſometimes much af. 41 
fected, and on his return home would ſpend. 
his time in retirement and prayer. Yet not | v 
knowing the Lord was ſo near him as he was, 
he witneſſed little growth of grace in his heart, pi 
or power over his affections and luſts; but 1 de 
was ſometimes overcome by temptation, and ac 
allured to vanity and folly, which afterwards ſt, 
proved a burden and uneaſineſs to his ſoul; _ vc 
yet in great mercy he was followed cloſely with t 
the reproofs of inſtruction, which he found 1 
experience to be the way to life. 25 to 
He begins In the year 1656 he firſt began to frequent of 
to frequent the meetings of the people called Quakers, av 
ings of the being convinced in his judgment of the truth tit 
2 of their principles; and as he gave heed to that in 
grace and truth which they teſtified of, he was No, 
not only convinced ſpeculatively of the truth | #h, 
of their teſtimony, but experimentally convinced of 
by the operation of this light and grace in 
himſelf, that God, by his good ſpirit, was nigh +. 
at hand, a diſcoverer of the thoughts and in- we 


Fs tents 
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tents of the heart, and a reprover in fecret for CHAP. 


every evil way, word and thought, and by his 
light in his conſcience a diſcoverer alſo of the 
way to eſcape temptation. Through the illumi- 
nation of this divine light he ſaw ſin to be ex- 
ceeding ſinful, and that godly forrow was pro- 


duced in him, which brings repentance not to 
be repented of. 


A friend that well knew him teſtifies, His 
treaſure was in heaven, and as for the treaſure 


of this world he ſet no value upon it, further 
than to be his ſervant for neceſſary uſes, and to 
extend in charity to the indigent. 
was amply and variouſly diftuſed, and he was 

always diſpoſed, with a ready mind, to aſſiſt ſuch 


His charity 


as were in affliction or diſtreſs of any ſort, 
where either his advice or purſe was wanting. 

He looked upon himſelf not ſo much a pro- 
prietor of the temporal treaſure Divine Provi- 


dence had bleſſed him with, as a ſteward, and 
accountable to the Lord of the univerſe for his 
ſtewardſhip, and therefore his care and endea- 
vour was to be found faithful in the diſcharge of 
the truſt committed to him. 


That love of money, which the apoſtle declares 
to be the root of all evil, being the foundation 


of uncharitableneſs, he looked upon with ſuch 


averſion, that he publiſhed a treatiſe under the 


title of The enormous Sin of Covetouſneſs detected, 


informing the reader in the preface, that it was 
not ambition to appear in print that incited him to 


that undertaking, but a fincere and Juft abhorrence 
F that crying fin. 


And as he was exemplary in ſhewing mercy 


to the poor, and in helping and relieving the 


weak and afflicted, fo he was equally comets 
ous 


XVI. 
— 
1710, 
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CHAP. ous for his punctuality and uprightneſs in com- 


XVI. 


23 


1716. 


merce, doing juſtice to all, fulfilling his con- 


tracts, and paying his juſt debts in due time, 


and doing to all men as he would wiſh others 


to do to him. He was clearly ſhewn what he 


| ſhould do, and ated in obedience to the divine 


diſcovery, to do jv ty, love mercy, and walk 


humbly before God. 
The year before his death he wrote to his 


children a conciſe but comprehenfive paper or 


epiſtle of chriſtian counſel, which might remain 


as a teſtimony of his paternal regard and affec- 
tionate concern for them when he ſhould be no 


The 7th 2. 1709. 
% You, my children all, I charge you love 
«© God above all; love one another, live in 


peace one with another; avoid all appearances 


„ of diſcord; remember you are brethren; ſee 


e that you fall not out by the way in your 


travel and pilgrimage. Seek not a reſt here, 


* but paſs on to that city of reſt which God 


e hath prepared for his people. Be exemplary 
in your lives and converſations; keep truth 


„ and it will keep you, and give you an inhe- 
“ ritance with the ſaints in light. Be watchful 


“ over one another for good, and as much as 


«© in you lies live peaceably with all men. And 
*© the God of peace bleſs you and proſper you, 
and make you a comfort to yourſelves, and 
ee one to another, which is the earneſt N 
'* and cry. of ny foul to God. 


60 Your loving tather, 
„ WILLIAM CROUCH.” 
He, 


. 


e 
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„„ He, like moſt of the reſt of his brethren, HA p. 
vos repeatedly a ſufferer both in his perſon and XVI. 

, property. He was once cited to appear at 
"= Chriſt Church (fo called) to anſwer the preſent- Ys Ao 

le | ments of the church wardens, and for not ap- ings. 

e pearing he underſtood he was excommunicated, | 

77 ö but they proceeded againſt him no further. 

0 N But not long after, in the year 1661, he was 

is choſen ſcavenger of Broad ſtreet ward, and for 

II declining to take the oath of office was com- 

SY maitted to the Poultry compter; and for re 

. fuſing to pay fees and what they call zarniſh 

ES money, he was ſhut up in a hole among the 


common poor priſoners, where he had no 
lodging, and but very little room to walk, when 


ws i the priſoners were locked up at night. Some⸗ 
5 time after he obtained his diſcharge by an ap- 
es PlwKwiůcation to John Frederick, mayor of the 
ee 15 city. 

1 In about . months after he was zrralied 
e, at the ſuit of the pariſh called St. Bennet 
id bin, d Be Was WN for tithes or 
y | wages for the prieſt Samuel Clark, and was 
th... again committed to the Poultry compter, where 
5 he was continued in confinement about one 
ul 5 year and three quarters; but through fayour of 
a8 the jailer he got liberty ſometime to go home 
6 to ſuperintend his buſineſs. 

u, In the year 1665, during the time of the 
1 | plague, the perſecution, as hath been obſerved, 
_—. did not ceaſe &, but the jails in and about the 


city of Londen continued to be crowded with 
freſh pritoners, infected as they were, and 
amongſt others it fell to the lot of this friend 

| | 0 


See vol. ii, p. 140. 


4 


HIS TOR T os THE 


H AP.to be impriſoned. He was at Peel meeting on 


the third day of the week, where about the 


number of fixteen were afſembled ; for, what 
1710. through the number confined by the ſickneſs 


and in priſon, the meetings were frequently 


ſmall; for theſe reaſons only, and no declen- 


ſion in the zeal of friends, who continued to 


attend them diligently through all the attendant 
circumſtances of diſcouragement. At this time, 


while a friend was on his knees at prayer, a 
company of trained bands came in, haled the 
friend from his poſture in prayer, took the 


whole body aſſembled to the guard-houſe near 


Whitehall, where they were kept all night; 
next morning, refuſing to pay 408. each, arbi- 


trarily demanded of them, as the price of their 


liberty, they were committed by the Duke of 
Albemarle to the Gate-houſe, Weſtminſter, for 
three months, by the following warrant: 


Vou are on fight hereof to take into your 
* cuſtody Solomon Eccles, Robert Towerland, 


„Thomas Portland, John Bolſover, Humble 


% Fletcher, William Crouch, John Pierce and 
«© Chriſtopher Cooke, who are guilty of being 


< at an unlawful meeting, and refuſing to pay 
„their fines. Given under my hand this 23d 


5 day of Auguſt 1665. 
55 7 0B 1 
88 To the keeper of the 
* Gate-houſe or his 
m e 


. officer of the guards 1s to ſend a "4 
® jeant and four files with them, 


Thus 
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by military authority, under a military guard, 
like vile criminals, and confined in an infected 
priſon, in which, as they were informed, the 


priſoners were dying of the contagion, four or 
five in a night. One of theſe friends, viz. 


Robert Towerland, was taken off; the reſt, 


through the favour of Divine Providence, 


eſcaped. 


Theſe appear to have been the laſt friends 
| impriſoned on the act for baniſhment in the 


city of London. 
It hath been before remarked, that alchourh 


ſufferings on other accounts ſometimes ſubſided, 
yet thoſe for tithes and prieſt's wages were 
very rarely, if ever, intermitted. This friend 
had his dwelling-houſe burned down in the ge- 
neral conflagration, and during the rebuilding, 
being as an inmate, he was not liable to theſe 
demands. But after the city was rebuilt, he 


ſeated himſelf in Grace Church-ltreet, whare he 


was ſoon called upon for three quarters of a 
year's wages for John Cliff, called rector of 
St. Bennet, Grace Church, London, and for a 
demand of 11. 198. had three pieces of white 
ſerge taken from him worth 31. 10s. Some- 
time after he received 158. 5d. ſealed up in a 
paper, with an account, debiting him with the 
unreaſonable ſum of 1 5s. 7d. for charges of dif- 


training. When he opened the paper, and 


found what it contained, he returned the ac- 


count and money to the prieſt, ſaying 1n a let- 
ter to him, © I receive not aught from thee, 
« nor do I want any thing which thou ſelleſt. 


I] never made bargain with thee for aught, 


* Nor 


89 
Thus were reputable citizens ſent to priſon oH A P. 


XVI, 


1710. 
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CHAP.® nor never conſented to pay thee any thing, 


XVI. 
— 
1710. 


% how then canſt thou deem me thy debtor.” 


After the laſt conventicle- act came in force 
W. Crouch was expoſed to the depredations of 


the informers and convicting juſtices, as ap— 
pears by the following warrant : 


« To all conſtables, headboroughs, church- war- 
“ dens, tithing-men, overſeers of the poor, 
“ bailiffs, and all other his Majeſty's officers 
“ within the ſaid city whatſoever : 


6 


. 


„ Whereas by the oaths of two credible wit- 


& gneſſes before me, Sir Jonathan Raymond, 
* one of his Majeſty's juſtices of the Peace for 
„ the city aforeſaid, there was a conventicle or 
«© unlawtul aſſembly, held the 13th day of this 


« inſtant June, in a certain meeting in White- | 


& hart-court by Grace Church-ſtreet, in the 


* aforeſaid city, in the forenoon, wherein were 
* a company of perſons, all above the age of 


* ſixteen years, and ſubjects of this realm, to 
% the number of above fixteen more than thoſe 
„of the family or houſehold, _ contrary to the 
& att of parliament in that caſe made and pro- 
& vided, amongſt whom was William Crouch, 


06. upholiterer, in Grace Church-ſtreet in the 
<« aforefaid city. In which conventicle or un- 


„ lawful aftembly, to theſe deponents was a 
& perſon unknown, who did take upon him 
„ to teach and pr 3 under colour or pretence 


« of exerciſe of religion, in other manner and 


0 80 than according to the 11 iturgy and prac- 


c tice of the church af England, whereby the 


*% des of 20l. was forteited by the preacher 

<« or teacher as atorefaid ; who being unknown 
| * „ 
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as aforefaid, the penalty by him forfeited HAP. 
cought of conſequence to be leyied on any XVI. 
* one perſon for any one offence, for which 
% cauſe I have impoſed the fine of ten pounds 7. 
for his own offence, and part of the Prenel 
er's offence. 

“ Theſe are therefore in his Majeſty's name, 
and by virtue of the ſaid act, to command 
you or ſome of you to levy the ſaid ſum of 
% 1ol. by way of diſtre!s and ſale of the ſaid 
_ © oftender's goods abovementioned ; and if you 

are refuſed entrance into the houſe or houſes 

in poſſeſſion of the ſaid William Crouch, af— 

ter you have declared your buſineſs in his 
Majeity's name, you are hereby required to 
break open all and every the doors, barrica- - 
des, Nc. belonging to any houſe or houles | 
as aforeſaid, and to enter and levy the full 
„contents of what you can find towards all 
c and every the warrants that you ſhall be 
“charged with, during the time you ſhall be 

nin poſſeſſion of ſuch premiſes in purſuance of 

« the ſaid ſtatute, and that you return. the 

* ſame to me, to be diſtributed according to 

6 the ſaid act; and for fo doing this ſhall be 

* your warrant. Given under my hand and 

„ ſeal this 23d day of June, Anno Regni Ca- 
roli ſecundi 35. Annoq. Domini 1683.” 
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Another warrant of the like tenour, bearing 
date the 2 1ſt of April 1684, was ud againſt 
him by Thomas Jenner, Recorder of London, 
to levy ten pounds off his goods by way of dit. 
treſs for the like eauſe, upon conviction execu— 
tion iſſued, without hearing the party informed 
again! The law we have teen allowed an WP: 
pea, 
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' CHA P.peal, but ſuch was the management of many 
juſtices, and ſuch the temper of the time, that 


XVI. 


3 
1710. 


W. Crouch. 
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little right could be procured by appealing. 
Jenner in particular was a notorious encou- 
rager of the informers. In his hands the dif- 
treſs or amount was depoſited, and the money 
upon appeals ; and being allo the ſole judge 


upon theſe appeals, upon trial of illegal con- 


victions, he manifeſted himſelf a party againſt 


the appellant, and inſtead of fitting to do right 


and juſtice, as he ought by his duty and his 
oath, he would employ every. effort of chica- 
nery to baffle the appeal. 


upon him, and entered his appeal. 
came to a trial with others of the like nature, 


the witneſſes being examined, and the jury 
gone forth to agree upon their verdict, Jenner 
alſo left the bench, and in ſome ſmall time re- 
turned. The jury coming in with their ver- 


_ difts, this appellant found they had dropped 


his cauſe, which was then called over again, in 


order to a new trial, upon which his counſel 


adviſed him to withdraw his appeal, for, faid 


he, they are reſolved to carry it; ſo he ſuffered 
the loſs of the depoſit, and all charges. 


Upon this tranſaction the ſufferer makes this 


obſervation, J have been the more particular 
in this relation of fact, that the reader may 
6 take notice of the combinations of wicked 


„ men, who joined hand in hand to ſecure to 


26 Judge is turned backward, and equity can- 


„e themſelves the gain of oppreſſion; and ac- | | 


e“ cording to Iſa. lix. 13, 14, 15, Conceiving 
© and uttering from the heart words of falſehood : 


8 0 


In this inſtance, the 
informers having ſworn to a wrong day, the 
party aggrieved depoſited the money charged 
When it 
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not enter: Juſtice ſtandeth afar off, and truth e pa P. 

is fallen in the ſtreeis; and he that departeth Xvi. 
from evil maketh himſelf a prey, and the Lord wed 

c ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him that there was 71. 


.** 0 judgment.” 


I own I have often been ready to admire how 
this perſecuted body of men ever ſtruggled 


through all the hardſhips and lofles, in perſon 
and eſtate, they ſuſtained for ſuch a length of 
time, under the hands of unreaſonable men 
veſted with arbitrary power, that the whole of 
their ſubſtance particularly was not ſwallowed 
up by the ſpoilers: And how can it be ac- 
counted for better than they themſelves with 


thankfulneſs have done ; acknowledging the 
goodneſs of rhe Divine Being with them in all 
their ſufferings, and his bleſſing greatly proſper- 
Ing the labour of their hands in their outward 


_ occupations and their commercial engagements; 


| favoured with his peace in reward for their pa- 
tience and fidelity, hardſhips were made eaſy to 
them; and his providential hand attending their 


induſtry and frugality, compenſated all their 
loſſes, ſo that with many they were ſoon made 
up; and it appears certain that great numbers 
were, notwithſtanding all they loſt, bleſt with 
_ a ſufficiency of the things of this life to con- 
tent for their own uſe, and to ſpare abundantly 


for the help of others, of which number this 
worthy man was one; while at the ſame time 
their ſpoilers reaped little advantage from their 


plunder; it waſted away ſtrangely, as if to them 


it were an accurſed thing. They lived, many 


of them, in infamy, and died in poyerty and 
wretchednels. 


As 
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As he advanced in years he became infirm, 
being ſeverely aillicted with fits of the ftone for 


about two years before his death, which he bore 


with much patience, meekly ſubmitting to the 


divine will, without mur TINY or complaining 


in the leaſt, ; 

About nine months betore his own departure, 
and at a time when his diſtemper was ſharp 
upon him, he met with an additional ſevere af. 
fliction in the removal of his wife, a woman of 


ſingular piety and virtue, with whom he had 
lived fifty years and upwards in much comfort, 


being united in the fear of their Creator, and 
ſincere affection to each other. The loſs of a 
relation ſo well and ſo deſervedly beloved, of 


whom he gave this teſtimony, that De would 


deny herſe!/\ to a very great degree to ſerve him, 


beyond wwhat he could aſt or eupect from her, 


could not but make a x deep impreſſion upon him; 
but ſuch was his reſignation to the will of his 


Heavenly Father, that he poſſeſſed his ſoul in 


patience, acknowledging with Job, “ that the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken war, 


c pbleſſed be the name of the Lord.“ 


And as the time of his own diſſolution ap- 


proached, being, through divine mercy, wel 
prepared tor it, and patiently waiting for the 
accompliſhment thereof, he often admired the 


goodnels of God to him, in inclining his mind 


to ſeek after righteouinels from his youth, and 


in preſerving him through the whole courſe of 


his lite to old age. He often retired i in prayer; 
and when he law his children in 1Mtiiction "as 


him, he exhorted them nt to deſire his life, for 


ho was through age and weatneſs incapable f 
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being ſerviceable according to his defire ; and that CHA P. 


he had done his day's work in his day. 


The day before he died, A friend who hat 


1710. 


paid him ſeveral viſits in his ſickneſs, went to 
ſee him, and fitting ſometime with him, was 


influenced to pray on his behalf, and they were 
greatly comforted together. William expreſſed 


his great fatisfaction in that viſit, and faid he 


had nothing to do but to die, and was waiting for 


the time when it ſhould pleaſe God to call him 
out of this miſerable world, and take him to his 
eternal reſt. 

The night following he took his ſolemn leave 
of his children, who were then preſent, telling 
them, He now thought he had but little time, 
and the time which he ſo greatly deſired and 


waited for was near at hand, in which he re- 


joiced, praying that his change might be made 


— eaſy, that ſo his patience might hold out to the 


end; and his requeſt was mercifully granted 

him. 

Thus in a good old ave he terminated a well. 

ſpent life, at the age of eighty-two, the 13th 
of the 11th month, 1710. 


Markt the perſect man, and behsld the vpright, 
. the end of Fat man is peace. Pial. xxxvii. 
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Bill againft occaſional Conformity.—Friends at Fre- 
dericgſtadt under Sufferings by War.—Adadreſ; 


upon the Concluſion of Peace.—The Magiſtrates 
of Aberdeen make a By-law to Liefranchif 
Duakers.—Order of Privy Council thereupon.— 
Act againſt the Growth of Schiſm. —Repreſenta- 
tion of the People called Quakers againſt it.— 
T he Bill paſſed. — Rendered ineffectual 5 the 


Lueen 5 Death. 


CHAP. Taz (emacs of the people and of the new 


parliament ſeemed to preſent a favourable op- 


portunity again to introduce the bill againſt | 


occaſional contormity, which atter repeated in- 
effectual attempts was paſſed this year, wherein 


it 


cc 


cc 


a 


is enacted, © "That if any perſon in office, 


who by the laws are obliged to quality them- 
ſacraments, ſhall ever 
reſort to a meeting of Diſſenters during the 


ſelves by taking the 


time of their continuing in office, they ſhall 
forteit twenty pounds for every ſuch offence, 


and be diſqualified for any office for the fu- 


ture, till they have made oath that they have 


entirely conformed to the church, and have 
not been at any conventicle for the ſpace of 
Upon this act, John Penry, 
juſtice of peace of Aldborough in the county 


a whole year. 


of Suffolk, was proſecuted by one Wall, a bailiff 


of the place. 


The caſe was this: 


e going to the pariſh church underſtood 
by 


the ſaid 
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by the way, that there would be no ſervice there c H A p. 
that day, and hearing that there was a meeting XVII. 
of the people called Quakers he went to it. 
Wall being informed thereof, and apprehending 72. 
the juſtice had tranſgreſſed the law, and expect- 
ing to make ſome gain of the information, com- 
menced a ſuit in the name of one that lived 
upon alms ; but when it came to be tried the 
man was diſappointed. Baron Lovel, the judge, 
expounded the meaning of the acc, * that it 
did not affect thoſe who accidentally went into 
«© a meeting of Diſſenters, but ſuch as con- 
“formed to the church to qualify themſelves 
for an office without changing their religion.“ 
But this was a different caſe, as the prieſt of 
the pariſh gave a certificate that the ſaid juſtice 
was a good member of the church. Upon the 
_ preſent apparent circumſtances the proſecution 
was dropped for fear of being condemned in 
colts, if a verdict ſhould be brought i Wh 
An occurrence in this year evidenceth the 
univerſal ſympathy and brotherly kindneſs of 
the members of this ſociety with and towards 
each other wherever ſituated, and the calamitous 
diſtreſſes brought upon innocent people by the 
irrational ambition of princes, in ſpreading the 
defolation of war for the ſole purpole of gratity- 
ing their luſt of power. 
Some of the inhabitants of Frederickſtadt in 1692. 
Holſtein having been convinced of the principles nn it 
of the people called Quakers, and continued in ſtadt under 
that community, had a pretty large meeting ullring bf 
in that town. The Swedes having broken into war. 
_ Holſtein were cloſely followed by the Muſcovites 
and Danes; Frederickſtadt was full of Ruſſian 
Vol. IV. H ſoldiers 
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CHAP. ſoldiers quartered upon the inhabitants, who 
XVII. being gr eatly diſtreſſed thereby, the meeting for 
—— ſufferings in London, feeling for their brethren 


1712. 


here under their diſtreſſing trials, had written to 
friends of Holland and Germany to viſit them, 
and inform the ſaid meeting of their circum- 


ſtances, in order that the requiſite relief might 
be adminiſtered, and received a narrative of 
their ſufferings in two letters from Jacob Hagen 


of Hamburgh, and alſo another from friends of 
Frederickſtadt, copies of which are here inſerted, 
as follow: 


6 Hamburgh, 24” of 1 _ month, 171 2. 


«© Here follows a ſhort relation of my journey 


66 to Frederickſtadt. 


« The Czar is there with his generals, and 
„about 4000 men are quartered upon the inha- 
«© bitants of the place, from ten, twenty to thirty 


* men in a family, and one or two officers, 
* and ſome leſs; they quarter themſelves as 


they pleaſe, uſe great inſolence, and are alſo a 


great burthen to the inhabitants, hardly toler- 
able, in the charge of maintaining them with 


00 proviſions, &c. which are very dear, one 
„pound of butter 10s. and 128. to 148. and 
„% hardly to be had, twenty eggs 208. to 245. 


and no firing to be had tor. money, which 


cauſeth great uneaſineſs ; the city ſo dirty 
that there is hardly any paſling the ſtreets 


„ without boats: the horles are kept in the 


&« lower rooms of the houſe, and above ſtairs 
* it is full of people and their baggage. Laſt 


6. firſt 
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firſt day the Czar acquainted our friewds hecnap. 
was deſirous to come to their meeting, but xy11. 


they replied, 


had made it like a ſtable; we deſired that it 


might be evacuated, then we might keep our 
meeting, ſo he immediately gave orders for 
them to go out, and he came in the after- 
noon with about ſix or ſeven of his princes 


and generals, and fat with us ſtill, and it 
ſeemed with much patience ; Philip De Neer 
had a few words, and he ſtaid with us about 


an hour, to the admiration of many. 80 this 


is a ſhort relation dee F rederick- 


ſtadt. 


« The country people are moſtly rainkd and 
deſtitute, houſes and land deſtroyed, horles 


and cattle taken away; the miſerable ſtate 


is hardly to be written as it is in reality. 
The war 1s likely 


entered the city of Toningen, but the King of 


Denmark hath ſeized the whole dukedom 
beſides.“ 


„ Hamburgh, 7 of 1* month, 1712. 


„The war in Holſtein is yet continued, to 
the great oppreſſion of the inhabitants both 


in country and cities, eſpecially by the Mul- 
covites, who are extremely cruel and turbu— 
lent; and what adds thereto, is their bein 


of different languages, which makes their 


converſation very troubleſome; they uſe great 
H 2 5 exaction 


to be continued longer 
than was expected now the Swedes have 


4711. 


the meeting-houſe was take 
up with about twenty or thirty ſoldiers, who 


e 


HIST ORGY oer THE 


exaction on the country people, many of 
whom have been ſo miſuſed, even ſome of 


my acquaintance, that with wife and children 


they have left their habitations, having no- 
thing left; and the longer the Swedes con- 
tinue in Toningen, the worſe it will be for 


the country and inhabitants. They demand 


of Frederickſtadt a contribution of 30,000 
rix dollars, now they are fallen to 20,000 ; 


but neither the firſt, nor yet the laſt is poſ- 
ſible to be complied with. Prince Menzikoft 
hath allowed him for his table 100 per day ; 


it is but a ſmall place, and the inhabitants have 
3 or 4000 men quartered upon them, ſo it yet 


ſeems total ruin mult be the conſequence, if no 


ſudden alteration happen, which is to be deſired. 
Moſt of the horſes and cattle are ruined or 
driven away, and it is impoſſible to deſcribe 


the miſerable ſtate and ſore viſitation, which 


is over thoſe places. As to friends in gene- 
ral, I mentioned in mine of the 24th paſt of 
my having been there; they are ſtill pretty 


well; ſome have more quartered upon them 
than others, but now in this time of conti- 


nuance every one will find his full ſhare of 
the burthen. It was not unſerviceable to 
them, that it came in the Czar's mind to go 


to meeting as he did, for ſince that time the 


* meeting-houlſe is kept free, which before was 
full of Muſcovites ; and the Czar, as well as 
- ſome of his officers, have received of friends 


books, that is, Robert Barclay's Catechiſm 


and another treatiſe, ſo that ſome begin now 
to enquire after the Apology, which I have 
this day ſent for from Holland: Friends, as 


66 well 
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well as other inhabitants, have their full free- HA P. 
dom, and the Muſcovites make no difference, XVII. 
if they get their bellies full, where they are — 
quartered. And as concerning your ardour 1712. 
in being helpful and aſſiſting to friends, I 

ſhall endeavour the ſame further, as I have 
already done, in conſideration of the great 

need there was and is, and ſhall deſire my 
brother to inform me, wherein I can be 

moſt ſerviceable to them, and adviſe you what 
paſſeth, ſo conclude with my dear love and 

4 falutation to you and friends in general. 
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— 1 remain, 


« JACOB HAGEN.” 


A Letter from Friends at Frederickſtadt. 
« To the Friends, Fathers and Elders at London. 
«Dear Friends, 


We received your letter dated 26th of 12" 
6 month, Engliſh ſtile, which was read in our 
„ public meeting the 26th, our ſtile, and we are 
rejoiced to find your continued love and care 
for the honour of God, and our welfare in 
the Lord, in this time of deep exerciſe over 
this poor country and to us, which yet con- 
tinueth, for few people account any thing 
«© they have their own, being diſpoſſeſſed of houſe 
** and land, many houſes and dwellings in the 
* country 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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country being laid in ruins, and the country- 
man is forced to part with his horſes and 
cattle, and the land lieth unplowed in many 


places. By the great number of ſoldiers that 


are here (according to human proſpects) there 
is like to follow nothing but utter ruin and 
poverty, except the Lord by his omnipotency 


make way for us, whoſe hand is not ſhortened 
nor power bounded. As to us the Lord hath. 
been very gracious unto this very day, giving 


us a heart of reſignation, and our daily bread 
he hath not withdrawn; allo rendering unto 


us his heavenly mercies daily, blefled be his 
holy name. 


to work 1 the delivering of our meeting 


In what manner the Lord pleaſed 


houſe from the ſoldiers who had poſſeſſed the 
ſame, we hope you have had account before 


this time, viz. that he inclined the heart of 


the great Czar to come to our meeting in 
perſon, who immediately ordered the meet- 


ing-houſe to be evacuated by the ſoldiers, 


which was done accordingly, and we had a 
good comfortable meeting with him, and ſeve- 
ral of his princes and great men of his retinue, 


whereof an account is given to the friends of 
Holland; and our friend Jacob Hagen was 
here at the ſame time an eye-witneſs with us, 
* and we enjoy our meeting peaccably to this 
day, and friends continue agreeably to meet 
together therein as much as this time of ex- 


erciſe will ſuffer us. We dearly ſalute you 


in a feeling ſenſe of that brotherly union in 


the everlaſting truth of our God, according to 


our meaſures; remember us in your prayers 


to God, and it will de very acceptablè to 
receive 


% F: 
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cc receive another letter from you. We remain CH AP. 


your tender friends and brethren, 

« PHILIT DENERER. 

« ERONIMUS HAGEN. 

© RAZANT CLols uu. 

« Jan VAN KrmP. 

„ Michaxl. WITTENBERG, &c. 


Frederickſtadt, 11th of gih month, 
« 1713, new ſtile.” 


The war which had been carried on by Eng- Treaty of 


peace con- 


land, in conjunction with the Emperor and the 


Dutch againſt France, ever ſince the beginning Uechs. 


of the Queen's reign, was terminated this year. 


On the 13th of 3 month, O. S. commonly called 


May, a treaty of peace between England, France 
and Holland, was ſigned at Utrecht. The par- 
liament being convened, the Queen in her ſpeech 
informed them, that ſhe had now concluded a 
peace, had obtained a further ſecurity for the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion, and was in an entire union 
with the houſe of Hanover. Addreſſes of con- 
gratulation being procured and ſent up from all 
or moſt parts of the nation, the people called 


Quakers, whoſe principles led them on all occa- 


ſions to rejoice and approve the eſtabliſhment 
of peace, on the preſent occaſion preſented the 
following addreſs to the Queen: 

£6 To 
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* To Anne, Queen of Great Britain, &c. 


The humble addreſs of her Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ing ſubjects, called Quakers, met at our 
* annual meeting in London, the 3d day of 
« the 4 month, called June, 1713. 


« May it pleaſe the Queen, 


« We having been ſorrowfully affected at the 
calamity which war brought on Europe, can- 
not but expreſs our ſatisfaQtion and gladneſs for 


* the Queen's great care and chriſtian concern 


for eſtabliſhing ſo long deſired a peace. 


„We are allo under a dutiful ſenſe of the 


Queen's gracious government and compaſſion 
manifeſted towards tender conſciences at home, 


as well as her Chriſtian interpoſition in favour. 
of perſecuted Proteſtants abroad. 
And farther crave leave to aſſure the Queen, 
that we ſhall, as in duty bound, approve our- 
5 ſelves in all humility and faithfulneſs the 
Queen's obedient ſubjeQs ; and though but a 
ſmall part of thoſe that enjoy, under thy mild 
government, protection in religious and civil 


liberty, we cannot but earneſtly pray for and 


deſire the quiet and ſafety of our country, 


which evidently appears to be the Queen's care 
to eſtabliſh, in having done ſo much for ſe- 


curing the Proteſtant intereſt and maintaining 


perfect friendſhip with the Houſe of Hanover. 


That it may pleaſe Almighty God in his 


mercy and goodneſs to aſſiſt with his wiſdom 


the Queen in all her councils, and give her 
long to enjoy the quiet fruit of laſting peace 


in this life, and in that which is to come joy 
and peace everlaſting, is our hearty and fer- 
vent prayer.“ 


Thomas 
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Thomas Ellwood of Hungerhill, near Ag- C HAP. 
mondeſham in Buckinghamſhire, in the courſe XvII. 
of this year cloſed a life, which had been very 
much devoted to the attainment of religious 1713-. 
experience, and allo to the ſervice of religious 
ſociety, both in the county of his reſidence and 
in the community at large. He was born at 
Crowell near Thame in Oxfordſhire in the year 
1639. His father, Walter Ellwood, was orig1- 
nally poſlefled of a competent real eſtate, and 
an equivalent perſonal property, which he in- 
herited in right of his mother. 

Favouring the parliamentary cauſe, though 
not openly eſpouſing it in arms, he thought 
himſelf. too inſecure in the place of his then 

reſidence, as the King's garriſons were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of that quarter; he therefore removed 
with his family to London, where the parlia- 
ment had the predominancy, as a place of ſafety; 
Thomas was then about two years of age, 
and continued in London till after the ſurrender 
of Oxford, when the war being apparently at 
an end he returned to his eſtate at Crowell, by 
which time the expenſe of living in London had 
well nigh exhauſted what money he was | pol- 
ſeſſed of. 
After the family's return to the country, 
Thomas was ſent with his elder brother to the 
free-ſchool at Thame, (a ſchool at that time in 
reputation) where he made a ſpeedy proficiency, 
having a natural propenſity to learning; and if 
he had been continued there, and had been 
advanced to higher ſtudies as his genius ſhould 
expand, he would in all probability have made 
an excellent ſcholar; but upon the ſettlement 


of 
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c HAP. of the republican government his father ac- 


XVII. 
— 


1713. 


cepted the office of a juſtice of peace, and put 
himſelf into a manner of living comporting with 
the dignity of his office, at the ſame time re- 
moving his elder ſon from ſchool to Merton 


college in Oxtord, and entering him there in 
the higheſt and moſt chargeable rank of a fel- 
low commoner, he found himſelf obliged to 


retrench his expenſes in ſome other caſes. One 
article of retrenchment was very nnfavourable 
to Thomas's progreſs in literature; for he was 
brought home to ſave the charge of maintaining 


him at ſchool, and no proper mode of proſe- 


cuting his ſtudies provided for him: He had 


made a conſiderable progreſs in Latin, and was 


entered into the ſtudy of the Greek language; 


but this curtailing of the expenſe of his educa- 
tion was nearly a throwing away of the expenſe 


already incurred therein; for being neglected 


in this buſineſs of importance at home, and 


left too much to himſelf to employ himſelf in 


ſtudy or amuſement, in books or in pleaſure at 


his option, the propenſity of youth carried him 


with avidity after the latter, ſuch as the place 
afforded, and his circumſtances could reach, 
which drew off his attention from his books, till 
they were laid aſide; he now loſt all he had 
learned at ſchool to that degree that he could 


hardly read, much leſs underſtand a ſentence 1 in 


Latin. 
He now took his (ring in vain courſes, (as 


| himſelf exprefles) ſuch, however only, as were 
accounted harmleſs recreations, entertaining his 


companions and acquaintance with jocularity 
and diverting diſcourſes ; but he always afſo- 


ciated 
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ciated with perſons of ingenuity, temperance c Hv. 
and ſobriety : ſcurrility in converſation he con- xviII. 
ſidered as contemptible, and he had a natura 


averſion to immoderate drinking, by which 
means, in the time of his greateſt vanity, he 
was preſerved from profaneneſs and groſs im- 


moralities : his reputation was unſpotted in the 


eye of the world, and being naturally of a fa- 
cetious, cheerful and liberal turn of mind, of a 
genteel behaviour and addreſs, his company was 
engaging and acceptable to his equals and ſu- 
periors in rank, opening him an, ealy acceſs to 


perſons of the beſt note in that country. Lord 


Wenman in particular, to whoſe lady his mother 
was nearly related, who had beſtowed his own 
name upon him, when he made large promiles 
for him at the font, always received him as a 
welcome viſitant at his table; and he had reaſon 
to expect ſome preferment in the world through 
the friendſhip of this lord, as ſoon as he ſhould 
be capable of it, had he not ſhortly after been 


called to a higher ſervice, and thereby loſt the 


favour of all his friends, relations and acquaint- 


ance of this world. During the reſidence of 
his father and the family in London, he had 


contracted an acquaintance with the lady Sprin- 


gett, widow of Sir William Springett, who was 


afterwards married to Iſaac Penington : In order 
to keep up the acquaintance, he continued occa- 
ſonal viſits to them in their places of reſidence 


in the country, particularly when he heard of 


their removal to reſide at their own eſtate at 

Chalfont in Buckinghamſhire. 
Some time after Iſaac Penington and his wife 
had joined in communion with the people called 
en, 
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Quakers, and when this people was become the 
ſubject of much converſation, Thomas Ellwood's 
father being deſirous to inform himſelf of their 
principles, determined on a viſit to Chalfont, 


and took his ſon and two daughters with him; 


they met with a kind reception, and ſpent ſome 
days there, and during their ſtay a meeting be- 


ing appointed about a mile diſtant, they were 


mvited to go to it, and readily complied. 
To this meeting came Edward Burrough, 
James Naylor and others; but Edward Bur- 


rough only preached in that meeting, near to 


whom Thomas Ellwood fat, who was deeply 


affected with his doctrine, for it did not only 
clearly convince his underſtanding, but warmed 
His heart with animated feelings, ſuch as he had 
never before experienced from the miniſtry 3 
any man. 


The next day they returned home *; 3 at their 


departure Edward Burrough accompanying them 


to the gate, directed his ſpeech to them ſeverally 


in a few words, according to the ſenſe he had 
of their ſeveral conditions; of which this diſ- 
cerning young man appeared to have a clear 


comprehenſion. After they were gone off and the 


effect: As for the old man he is ſettled on his lees, 


family returned into the houſe, Edward being aſk- 


ed what he thought of them, he anſwered to this 


and the young woman is light and airy ; but the 


young man is reached, and may do well if he do not 


leſe it. 


The impreſſion made on his mind by Edward : 


Narren e public teſtimony and private addreſs 
Was 


* Except the eldeſt daughter, who was gone VR by the 
ſtage coach to London, 
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was too deep to be readily eraſed. In his re- HAP. 


turn home his mind was greatly affected with 
ſerious thoughtfulneſs and ſadneſs of heart, al- 
though as yet he could not diſtinctly underſtand 
the cauſe: However, he felt a defire to go to 
another meeting of the Quakers, and upon en- 
quiry hearing of one appointed at High Wy- 


comb, he werit thither. It was held in the houſe 


of John Raunce, and they had not been long 
ſat in the meeting before a perſon, to him at 
that time unknown, but afterwards his intimate 
friend, Samuel Thornton, ſtood up to ſpeak. His 
diſcourſe was ſuitably adapted to Thomas's ſtate, 
and reached home as if it had been directed to 
him. 


This meeting he eſteemed like the clinching 


of a nail, confirming and faſtening in his mind 
thoſe good impreſſions, which it had received in 
the former. His underſtanding began to open, 
and the light, ſhining out of darkneſs in ſome 
meaſure, diſcovered what it was that had before 


clouded him, and brought that iadneis and trou- 
ble upon him; that although he had been pre- 
ſerved in a good degree from open nnmoralities, 
and the groſs pollutions of the world, yet the 
ſpirit of the world had hitherto ruled in him, 


and led him into pride, vanity, Battery and ſu- 


perfluity, all which were naught. He found 
there were many plants growing in him, which 
were not of the heavenly father's planting, and 

that all theſe (of every kind, and how ſpecious 
loever) were to be plucked up. 


To trace the various conflicts he endured, and 


the gradations whereby he advanced in the expe- 
rience of that regeneration, without which Chriſt 


declared 
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CHAP declared to Nicodemus, “ no man ſhall ſee the 
XVII. © kingdom ot heaven,” would lead me into an 
—— unneceſlary prolixity, after ſimilar accounts of 


4713. 


the converſion of divers others, previouſſy given 


in this work. In proportion to his ready obe- 


dience to the divine will, manifeſted by the light 
in his own mind, he was favoured with the con- 


ſolation of inward peace; but from without, his 


trials were ſevere and of conſiderable dura. 
tion. | 

For a ſeaſon fit his convincement, and cher 
his declining the cuſtomary modes of ſalutation 


and addreſs (which he had been before in the 


practice of) to his aſſociates and others, the vail 
was not fo rent, but that there {ſtill remained a 


cloud on his underſtanding with reſpect to his 


demeanour towards his father, being willing to 
perſuade himſelf that he ought to put that dif- 


ference between him and all others, as to de- 
port himſelf towards him, both in geſture and 
language, as he had hitherto done. So that his 


father obſerving no alteration in his carriage to- 


wards himſelf, tound as yet no occaſion to take 
. ollence at i. 
But it was not long before he ſaw more clearly 
that the honour due to parents did not conſiſt in 
uncovering the head, and bowing rhe body to 


them ; but in a ready obedience to all their law- 


ful commands, and in performing all needful 


fervices unto them; under this conviction he be- 


lieved it his duty to behave to his father in this 
reſpect, as he, from conſcientious conviction, 
had been perſuaded it was Tight to behave to 


other Nople⸗ 


His 
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His father was in no wiſe pleaſed at the firſt c H A P. 
apprehenſion he conceived of his ſon's inclining xvII. 
toward this people; but when he was convinced. 
by his ſtanding covered before him, that he was 78. 
really become one of them, he was tranſported 
by paſhon to that degree, that he fell upon him 
with both his hands, and after beating him v1o- 

lently, plucked off his hat and threw it away. 

Ihe like occaſions drew upon him a repetition 
of the like treatment ſeveral times over, till all 
his hats, one by one, were taken from him; 
and he was thereby, and by his father's com- 
mand, obliged to ſubmit to a kind of impriſon- 

ment in his own chamber during a cold winter, 
and having no hat to wear within or without 
he contracted a violent cold in his head; which 
kept him in great pain a conſiderable time. 
After ſome time of this ſevere treatment, and 
cloſe confinement, his kind friends Iſaac and 
Mary Penington returned his father's viſit, prin- 
cipally with a view to ſee how he fared. They 
had much diſcourſe with his father in relation to 
their religious principles, and cloſe reaſoning in 
regard to his hard treatment of his ſon, for 
which he was quite at a loſs to apologize. In 
concluſion Mary Penington propoled to his fa- 
ther, that ſince his ſon's s demeanour was offen- 
ſive, and his company unacceptable to him, he 
would give him leave to go home with them, 
and ſpend ſome time at their houſe, where he 
ſhould meet with a ſincere welcome. 
Although his father was unwilling to comply, 
and fought many evaſions, yet ſhe prevailed upon 
him at length to leave Thomas at his liberty, 
whereby he was releaſed from a pretty long im- 


Priſonment 
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he had with them the full enjoyment of that li- 


the meetings of his friends, both at the place of 


his preſent reſidence, and other places in that 


neighbourhood. 


poſſible to his preſence. 
however of his filters, he now enjoyed more 


After ſome weeks ſtay with them, where he 


was treated with the greateſt kindneſs, he re- 


turned home, where, although his father did not 
proceed to the extremity of aſſaulting him with 
blows, as he had done before, yet he kept him 
at a great diſt ſtance, and through the offence he 
took at his appearing covered before him, would 
not admit him to his table, and as ſeldom as 
By the interpoſition 


quiet, and took more liberty to go to meetings 


than he had done before; he informed himſelf of 
the meetings held in that neighbourhood, and 


many a hard travel he had in all weathers, two, 
four or five miles on foot through dirty roads. 


But the ardour of the early members of this 
ſociety for their own ſpiritual advantage, and 
their progrels in religious experience, which they 


felt to be eſpecially promoted in their religious 
aſſemblies, as well as their apprehenſion of duty 
to worſhip the ſupreme Being in that way, which 


they thought acceptable to him, enabled them to 
encounter and ſurmount the attendant difficul- 
ties with fortitude and unrelaxed perſeverance, 


while they were at liberty to attend them. 
But this friend, with many others of his bre- 


thren of this age, was frequently deprived of 


that liberty by the confinement of his perſon in 


priſon. His firſt impriſonment was in the year 
1660, 
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1660, upon the following occaſion : He had been c HA P. 
in London, and on his return calling at J. Pen- XVII. 
ington's, he met there with Thomas Loe, anat. 
from a deſire that his neighbours might have an 171g. 
opportunity to hear the goſpel preached livingly 
and powerfully among them, he propoſed to 
Thomas Loe the appointing of a meeting in the 
town where he lived; Thomas, not apprehend- 
ing himſelf at his own diſpoſal, did not imme- 
diately cloſe in with the propoſal, but deſired T. 
Ellwood, if the matter continued with weight 
upon his mind, and he could get a convenient 
place, to apprize him thereof by a letter direct- 
cd to him at Oxford. 
Thomas Ellwood having ſoon ler a proſpect 
of procuring a ſuitable place, wrote to Thomas 
Loe according to his deſire, this being ſoon af- 
ter Venner's inſurrection, when orders were 
iſſued for the ſtopping and ſearching of letters, 
his letter was intercepted and carried to Lord 
Falkland, Lord Lieutenant of the county; where- 
upon he was taken up by a body of troopers and 
carried before two of the deputy lieutenants, 
who after examination. and tendering him the 
| oath of allegiance, committed him to priſon in 
Oxford, but I ſuppoſe, in regard to his educa- 
tion and the ſtation of his father, who was their 
_ neighbour, and apparently their equal in rank, 
he was not committed to the common priſon ; 
but to the cuſtody of the marſhal, where his im- 
priſonment was eaſy ; and not of very long con- 
tinuance. 7 
Soon after his releaſe from this impriſonment 
he was left at full liberty to go to meetings, or 
_ whither he pleaſed ; for 15 time appointed for 
„ the 
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CHAP the King's coronation being at hand, his father 


with his two filters went up to London on that 


—— occaſion. His ſiſters were both diſpoſed of in mar- 


be riage ; his father alſo took up his reſidence in 
the city, and returned no more to Crowell to 

ſettle, ſo that Thomas was left in the manſion- 

houſe to himſelf, and almoſt by himſelf. 


He now paid frequent viſits to his affectionate 
and hoſpitable friends at Chalfont ; and at this 
time being ſenſible of, and lamenting the loſs of 


his learning, he was incited to employ his lei- 


ſure time, when at home at his ſolitary man- 


ſion, in diligent application to recover it; 

but finding it a matter of great difficulty to make 
the advancement he wiſhed, for want of an in- 

ſtructor, he had occaſionally expreſſed his regret 
at this diſadvantage to his particular friend Iſaac 
Penington, who thereupon intereſted himſelf in 
his favour to procure him the inſtruQion he 
wanted, and through the. mediation of an inti- 
mate acquaintance of London, obtained per- 


miſſion for him to attend upon the famous John 


Milton, at his houte, to read ſuch books as he 
ſhould appoint, and receive his inſtructions. 


Milton who had filled a public ſtation under the 


former rulers, now lived a private and retired 


life in London, and being deprived of his ſight, 
always kept a perſon to read to him, which was 
uſually the ſon of ſome gentleman of his ac- 
quaintance, whom in kindneſs he took to im- 


prove in his learning. Thomas, as ſoon as he 


underſtood this place was open for him, haſten- 


ed to London to put himſelf under his tuition, 
and was courteouſly received by him. Having 


provided himſelf with books and accommoda- 


tions 
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ton, and read to him, and under his inſtruction 


was making a ſpeedy proficiency ; but the air of 
London and cloſe confinement did not agree 


with his conſtitution, he loſt his health, and in 
leſs than two months time was obliged to break 
off his ſtudies, and return to the country for his 
recovery. 

His recovery was not very ſudden, but at 
length he was mercifully reſtored to a good ſtate 
of health; and then he returned to proſecute his 
ſtudies in London, and was very kindly received 
by his maſter, whoſe good opinion and cordial 
regard he had conciliated; and who was much 


pleaſed with his company and converſation, and 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction at his recovery and re- 


turn; with him Thomas went on in his former 
method of ſtudy. 


But he ſoon met with another interruption, 


which put the finiſhing ſtroke to his ſtudies there. 


In the year 1662, as well as the preceding year, 


a violent perſecution was carried on againſt the 


diſſenters, which (as hath been ſhewn) fell moſt 
heavily on the people called Quakers : Their 
meetings were broken up, and the priſons croud- 
ed with priſoners of this ſociety. On the 26th 
of the 8 w. Thomas Ellwood went to the meeting 
at Bull and Mouth, which was ſuddenly diſturb- 

cd by a party of ſoldiers or trained bands, com- 
manded by one Major Roſewell, an apothecary, 
a reputed papiſt. The ſoldiers made their en- 
trance, as uſual, with noiſe and clamour; and fur- 
ther to terrify che aſſembly, Roſewell command. 
+ ed 
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tions for his ſtudies by his intended maſter's di- HA P. 
rections, he ſpent his mornings in ſtudying in XVII. 


his chamber, and in the afternoon attended Mil- 3 772 
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CHA P-ed his men to preſent their muſkets : But the af. 
ſembly kept their places unmoved. The major 
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—— commanded them to diſperſe ; but being met, 
73. from a perſuaſion of duty to worſhip God ac- 


cording to his requirings, they thought, with 
the apoſtles, they ought to obey him rather than 


man, and therefore ſtirred not at the command 


of Roſewell ; obſerving this, Roſewell ordered 
his ſoldiers to drag them out, which they did 
roughly enough. He took above thirty of them, 
of which number Thomas Ellwood was one, and 


committed them to priſon in old Bridewell, which 


having been formerly a panes, was no incom- 
modious priſon. | 
This was ſome time before diſcipline was 


ſettled in the ſociety ; yet an excellent order had 


been eſtabliſhed among friends of that city, in 
appointing ſuitable members of the community, 


male and female, to take the overſight of the pri- 
ſons in every quarter, and to take care of all 
friends, the poor eſpecially, that might be com- 


mitted to any of them. 
The priſon of Bridewell was under the care 


of two grave, diſcreet, motherly women, Anne 


Merrick and Anne Travers, both widows, who 


as ſoon as they underſtood that there were friends 
committed to that priſon, provided ſome hot 
victuals, meat and broth, and ordering their ſer- 
vants to bring theſe proviſions, with bread, cheeſe 
and beer, came alſo themſelves, and having pla- 
ced the proviſion on the table, gave notice, 


that it was provided for all ſuch as had not 
others to provide for them, or were not able 
to provide for themſelves,” 


not a competent number of ſuch gueſts. 
Although 8 


and there wanted 
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Although Thomas Ellwood's ſtock was veryCHAP. 
low, yet having had ten pence in his pocket xv11. 
he did not eſteem himſelf in the deſcription of 


thoſe for whom the proviſion was made: Re- 
ſolving to huſband his ſcanty ſtock with the ut- 
moſt frugality, and placing his confidence in 
divine providence for future ſubſiſtence, that 
good hand in whom he truſted, awakened the 
ſympathy of ſome of his particular friends with 
him under his preſent trial, by whoſe beneficence 
he was ſupplied with more than a ſufficieney to 
ſupport himſelf during his impriſonment, and af- 


ter his releaſe was favoured with the means of 


returning them their advance, with grateful ac- 
knowledgments of their kindneſs. 

After about two months impriſonment, Tho- 
mas and his fellow priſoners, were brought to the 
ſeſſions at the Old Bailey. The priſoners com- 
plained of the illegality of their impriſonment, 
(for they were committed and detained by arbi- 
trary power, without the intervention of the ci- 
vil authority, having never been brought before 
a civil magiſtrate.) The court paid no regard to 
their reaſonable complaint; all the ſatisfaction 


they received was the following ſpeech of the 


Recorder, If you think you have been wrong- 
fully impriſoned, you have your remedy at 


« law; and may take it, if you think it worth 


* your while; the court may ſend for any man 
out of the ſtreet, and tender him the oath ; 

„ ſo we take no notice how you came hither; 
but finding you here, we tender you the oath 
of allegiance, which if you refuſe to take, we 
& ſhall commit you, and at length premunire 


a 


AQ 


6: you,” Upon their refuſal to take the oath 


they 


1713z. 


118 


MISTORY or r EE 


CHAP. they were committed to newgate, and thruſt 


XVII. into the common fide, which, as well as the 


other parts of the jail, was very full of friends, 


1713. 


who were priſoners there before, and the addi- 


tion of theſe new priſoners cauſed a great throng 
on that fide. After ſome time they were re- 
moved back to Bridewell, their former priſon, 
where they were much more comfortably ac- 


commadated, till the enſuing ſeſſions at the Old 


Bailey, when being called to the bar they were 
without further queſtion diſcharged. _ 
After his releaſe Thomas Ellwood went Seb 


to pay another viſit to Iſaac Penington and his 


wite, intending after ipending a few days there to 


return to his ſtudies in London, but Iſaac Pen- 


ington being in want of a tutor for his children, 


- prevailed on Thomas to ſtay with him in that 


capacity till he could meet with one ; which not 
readily happening, and both parties being agreea- 


ble to each other, he ſtayed here tall he married, 
ncar ſeven years. 


While he lived here he was 1 again 


with his friend and patron Iſaac Penington for his 
attendance of the funeral of Edward Perrot of 
Amerſham, and committed to Ayleſbury jail for 


one month, on the act of baniſhment.® 


Not long after he was taken with others from 
a meeting at Hedgerly, not far from the place of - 
his preſent reſidence, by the ſame juſtice Ambroſe 
Bennett, who had committed him and others to 
Ayleſbury jail, and now again committed to the 
houſe of correction at Wycomb, for the ſecond 
offence, upon the act of baniſhment ; but al- 


though this limits the duration of the impriſon- 


ment, yet this man, although a lawyer, ſo far 


torgot 
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forgot himſelf as to order them to be kept until c HAP. 
they ſhould be delivered by due courſe of law. XVII. 
They were detained above twelve weeks; and > 


then, the reſt being releaſed, Morgan Watkins, 


a miniſtring friend of Wales, who had been tra- 
velling in thoſe parts, and Thomas Ellwood were 
required to find ſureties for their appearance at 
the next aſſizes, which refuſing, they were re— 
committed to the ſame priſon. But the Earl of 


Ancram interpoſing in their favour, diſcharged 
them from their impriſonment, upon their pro- 


miſe to appear at the afſizes, which they did, and 
were there diſcharged by proclamation. 

After his marriage, which was in 1669, he 
ſettled at Hunger-hill ; and although he did not 


appear as a miniſter amongſt his friends, he be- 
came a very reſpectable and ſerviceable mem- 
ber, and a well qualified elder of their religious 


ſociety, being endowed with eminent talents to 


be uſeful in ſupporting and conducting the ſa- 
lutary diſcipline eſtabliſhed therein, whether we 


conſider him as holding the pen of a ready wri- 
ter, in the capacity of clerk of the monthly, 


quarterly or yearly meeting; or with reſpect to 
his intellectual faculties, as a man, by preciſion of 
judgment, depth of penetration, and clearneſs 


of comprehenſion, qualified to ſpeak pertinently 


to ſubjects under deliberation, and with diſcern- 


ment to ſee the point at which they ſhould be 
rightly iſſued; yet with becoming modeſty he 


did not tenaciouſly inſiſt on his ſentiments being 
adopted, but ſubmitted them to conſideration, 
and left them to make their way by the conviction 


of their propriety. Condeſcending to the weak- 


eſt, he was not ready to reject or deſpiſe the ſen- 


timents 
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HA. timents of any other, which appeared to be well 


XVII. intended however weakly expreſſed ; but would 


HISTORY OF THE 


V give them due conſideration, and adopt them as 


1713. 


far as he thought their weight and pertinence en- 
titled them to approbation. The monthly meet- 


ing was held at his houſe for the greateſt part of 


forty years, to which he officiated as clerk, and 
took upon him the care to "AP the records 
thereof in good order. 


He was alſo very ſerviceable to the cauſe of 


truth, and of the ſociety, by his writings in de- 


fence of their principles, and in anſwering and 


refuting the calumnies of adverſaries ; as well as 
by ſundry weighty epiſtles to his friends for their 
edification, and preſervation from danger of 
being ſeduced by guile from the way of righ- 
teouſneſs and peace. 
He wrote in a very agreeable, eaſy and pleaſ- 
ing ſtile, clear and inſtructive, being generally 
a maſter of the ſubject he wrote upon; his pen 
_ exerciſed in defence or for the promulgation of 


religion and truth, hath left a ſtanding evidence 


of the ſoundneſs of his underſtanding, and of 


the rectitude of his heart. After he was releaſ- 


ed from his office of tutor in Iſaac Penington's 
family, and married, he ſeems to have been 
much maſter of his time, as it appears to have 
been very generally employed in ſerving the ſo- 


ciety and others, and in writings of one kind 


or other. I do not know that they were ever 


collected, and publiſhed together, as thoſe of 


ſome other friends have been, many of them be- 
ing of the controverſial kind, might be ſervice- 
able and engaging attention at the time they 


were written; but the ſervice anſwered, and the 


occaſion 
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occaſion ceaſing, became leſs intereſting to 5 8 CHAP. 
terity, and therefore not neceſſary to be revived. XVII. 
He was much engaged in controverſy either with 
adverſaries without, or opponents within the 77'3: 
ſociety, whoſe endeavours were exerted to lay 
it waſte. William Rogers and other ſeparatiſts 
of that time, and afterwards George Keith, gave 
him much employment, to expoſe their deceit, 
and detect the fallacy of their pretenſions, for 
the preſervation of others from being entangled 
in the like ſnares ; and his labours were greatly 
conducive to the good end deſigned by them. 
But ſome of his writings, being of a more uni- 
verſal nature, are preſerved, as The Foundation of 
Tithes ſhaken ; The ſacred Hiſtory of the Old and 
New Teſtament, in two volumes folio; and 
ſome others. 
His private character was amiable and reſpec- 
table; his countenance manly and cheerful ; his 
deportment - grave; yet affable and courteous 
even to the meaneſt; his converſation pleaſing 
and inſtructive, yet marked with diſapprobation 
of every thing that was beyond the circumſcrip- 
tion of truth; of an obliging diſpoſition, he was 
ready (and i in many caſes capable) to ſerve his 
neighbours as well as friends, wherever his ſer- 
vice was wanted. To the poor, the fick and 
the impotent, who wanted relief, his houſe and 
his heart were open, being careful to provide 
medicines and other things uſeful for ſuch pur- 
poſes, begrudging no expenſe to do good; theſe 
qualities and diſpoſitions procured him a great 
and general reſpe& and eſteem from moſt or all 
who were acquainted therewith. 


He 
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CHAP. He lived to a pretty good age, and when ad- 
XVII. yanced in years looked very well, being of a re- 


> gular and temperate life, and healthy conſtitu- 


713. tion, only in his latter years was at times 
_ troubled with an aſthma ; and at laſt was attack- 


ed with a paralytic ſtroke, which he bore with 
great patience and reſignation ; and although his 


ſpeech was conſiderably affected, ſo as to be un- 
derſtood with difficulty, yet ſome of his dying 


expreſſions were ſufficiently plain to be under- 


ſtood, conveying to the hearers a clear indica- 
0 tion of the peaceful tenour of his mind, and 
G. Bowles's perfect reſignation to divine diſpoſal. * Being vi- 
telkimanp. ſited by ſome of his friends, and one of them 


being concerned to pray by him, he expreſſed 


himſelf, in much tenderneſs, I am ſenſibly com- 
 forted and refreſhed in this viſit. At another 


time he expreſſed his reſignation as followeth : 
If the Lord hath no more for me to do, I am 
content and reſigned to his will; and my hearty 


farewel to all my brethren. And near his end he 
ſaid, I am full of joy and peace; my ſpirit is filled 
with joy. In about eight days his diſorder put a 


period to his life the 1ſt of zue. 1713, in the 
ſeventy-fourth year of his age. Having ſerved 
his generation according to the will of God, he 


fell aſleep, and was honourably buried the 4th 


of the ſame month, being accompanied from his 
own houſe by a great number of his friends and 


others to the meeting-houſe at Jordans, and in- 
terred in friends burying ground there. The 


meeting was very large, in which divers living 


teſtimonies were borne to the truth, he lived and 
1 | 885 died 


* Appendix to his life. 
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died in, in a lively remembrance of him and his © H AP. 
ſervices in the church. XVII. 


The antipathy which the magiſtrates of Aber: 


1714. 


deen, through the inſtigation of their preachers 1 


had imbibed againſt this ſociety continuing to Aberdeen 


make a law 


operate, had produced a by-law of the corpora- «© diffan- 
tion in effect to disfranchiſe all who profeſſed Ge 
Popery or Quakeriſm, thoſe of the latter ſociety, 
inhabitants in and about the city, preſented a 
petition to the Queen and Council, praying 
relief, whereby they procured an order of the 
Privy Council, prohibiting the execution of the 

ſaid by-law, as far as it affected the people called 
Quakers. 

Ihe Queen's health begun to decline faſt, and 

tend to her diflolution ; the nation was at this 

time in a very unſettled ſtate; party animoſities 
were revived to an exceſſive degree, and her very 
miniſters broke out into open diſſenſions, which 
were thought to haſten her end. The reigning 
party in the latter years of her reign, were of 
that claſs of the eſtabliſhed religion, which had 
always manifeſted a bigotted and intolerant zeal 

for the hierarchy, and conſequently a fixed aver- 

ſion to all diſſenters. A fondneſs for penal laws 
ſeemed to revive, and it looked as if they had 

now conceived a deſign gradually to deſtroy the 
benefits of the toleration act; for after carrying 

the act againſt occaſional conformity, they A aan 


brought in this ſeſſion an act againſt the growth h growth 


of ſchiſm, being deſigned to prevent diſſenters e 


from keeping ſchools, and virtually to take out 
of the parents hands their natural right in the 
care and direction of the education of their own 
children. The bill met with great oppoſition in 
„„ both 
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CHAP. both houſes as a ſpecies of perſecution, and the 


XVII. people called Quakers preſented to the legiſlature 


— 


the following remonſtrance. 
1714. 


8 60 1ſt, T he church of England hath frequently 


Bon ef the 6 declared, by ſeveral of her members, in a 
people call- 


ed Quakers *© civil as well as clerical capacity, by thoſe who 


againſt it. C framed and eſpouſed one or more of the bills 
* apainſt occaſional conformity, that ſhe is in 


© principle againſt POR and for OPT OS 
< the tolcration. 


« 2dly. The promoters of this bill may leafs 
© to remember, that the Queen hath declared 


“ from the throne, that ſhe will maintain the 


25 ioler ation inviolable. 


oy zaly. The proteſtant ſubjects of this Max- 
dom, who are parents of children, are ſup- 
©. poſed to have preſerved to them, by the funda- 

„ mental laws of this kingdom, the natural 


cc 


ce right of the care and direction of the educa- 


e and ee 


os athly. If hs governments -which are now 

<« Heathen or Mahometan, ſhould take into the 

incorporated for the propagation of the goſ- 
Te 


* any good effect or FIR 


6e contradiction to the m zany princely and chriſ- 


oh tlan 


tion of their own children, which natural 
right this bill ſeems. calculated to take away 


% ſame policy, the ſociety which the Queen hath 


pel in foreign parts, can have very little, . 


55 5thly. May it not ſeem an objection d 
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tian ſolicitations which the Queen by her mi- HAP. 


« niſters hath made at foreign courts, on the 
e behalf of proteſtants, againit the violent in- 
© truſions of papiſts into their rights and juſt 
5 1 | 


« 6thly. It may be a means to oblige the 
carrying out of large ſums of money for fo- 
“ reign education. 


„ -thly. It may probably do W * hurt to 
oy charitable toundations. 


. schly. It ſeems not to be agreeable to the 
great law of Chriſt, Matt. vii. 12. Therefore 


all things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould | 


do to you, do ye even jo unto them ; ; for this is the 
% law and the prophets.” | 


XVII. 
— — 


1714. 


But er or remonſtrances avail little The bil 
againſt determinations ſupported by power; the paſtes.” 


miniſtry had managed. lo as to procure a majo- 


rity in both houſes c* parliament ; the act was 


paſſed, and received the royal aſſent. The ſtate 


of affairs and prevailing diſpoſition at this time 


filled many of the diſſenters, particularly, with 
gloomy apprehenſions. The Quakers (fo called) 


in their epiſtle from the yearly meeting this year, 


from the preſent proſpect of things, gave forth 
this caution ar. exhortation to their friends: 


There ſeems at preſent to hang over us a 
e cloud, threatening a ſtorm. Let us all watch 
and pray, and retire to our ſtrong hold in 


« our ſpiritual rock and foundation, which 
* ſtandeth ſure; that our God may defend, 
C6 help 
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CHAP. help and bleſs us, as his peculiar people, to 


1714. 


Rendered | 


ineffectual 
by the 
Queen's 
death. 


ce the end of our days and time here, and [with] 
ce the full fruition of the heavenly kingdom 
% hereafter.” e 


The Queen was removed by death the very 


day this act againſt ſchiſm was to take place, 
whereby it was rendered ineffectual, and the 
princeſs Sophia having died a little before her, 


the crown, by the act of ſettlement, deſcended 
to her ſon George, Prince Elector of Brunſwick 


Lunenburgh, who was proclaimed King of Great 


Britain the day that the Queen died. 


CHAP. 
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6. Keith's Pary fall into D ſen ans and dwindle 
away, - George Keith is ſent in quality of a 
_ Miſſionary to America. — His Endeavours more 
directed to depreciate the Quakers than to re- 
commend Epiſcopacy.—His Interview with John 
Richardſon. —T homas Story meets with him at 
Shrewſbury.—He challenges a Diſpute with Sa- 
muel Bownas ;—Which being rejected - George 1 
Keith and his confederate Bradford afterwards _ | 
combine together to try if any Advantage can —_—_ | 
be taken from Samuel's Doctrine, — Bradford 1 
lodges an Information againſt Samuel. — Tho is 
impriſoned, — Brought to Trial, but the Indict-. Wo 
ment rejected by the Grand TJury.—Confined = | 
more cloſely.—At length cleared by Proclamation. 11 
—George Keith returns to England and obtains a 1 
Living in Suſſex.— Becomes uneaſy to his Pa- —_ | 
riſhioners about their Titber. 1 


Tun party who had been drawn afide by © HAP. 
George Keith, were by this time greatly reduc- III. 
ed in numbers, during his preſence amonglt | _ 
them, and for ſome time after he left them, G. Keith“. 
actuated by that ſpirit of envy and bitterneſs, sven 
under the influence whereof they had fallen out ſenſions. 


with 


— — * r 


— 
2 
_ 3 
— 
2 


+ 
= 
3 
* 
. 
7 
Ko 
5 
745 
15 
25 


— +46 » — — - * — —— —. ——— — — 


ads 


— — — 5 * « 
— RN TWO Cr r 77777 2 * 
* r ä 2 Ps n e N 
* — 5 82 Oy Sg I 7 fi ow * — — — 2.0 by — 
y 3 3 Col RE EEO wg gs ; AER 2 — — 
r — n 2 - Too — 
5 cok > ation __ n BHH 7 9 oy I oat, * 2 5 
ES. lata ion ee er ro 1 D RTM: 5 5 ; 
= 5 2 >; » 5 23 8 
5 > 3 $i I - — r E . , WITS 
- = Xx e —— NE Ta ek — . r WIL 2 
2 P 2 4 « — — 2 * Si.” Il po Py io Pen. root 2 4 . — — — 7 anew 2 7 = lk 
= - _ 4 b : : - r my 2 — 
5 8 . at ae > SPY ITN AMES 4 Ein ot LAS I * n £ bra 2” 


. 
2 
AD 
25 
* 
4 
5 
3 
2 3 
GEN 
5 
2 
2 
FM 
icy 
4 
455 
* 


173 


128 


CHAP. 
XVIII. 


— 
1701. 


HISTORY OF THE 


with their quondam friends, and detached them- 


ſelves into a ſeparate ſociety, they continued to 
treat the body from which they had ſeparated 


with great aſperity, and to be very troubleſome 


to them in their religious aſſemblies and elſe- 


S. Keith 
ſent as a 


miſſionary 


to America. 


where. But in a few years they fell into diviſion 
and diſſenſion amongſt themſelves, whereby they 
were diverted from their moleſting of friends, 
to gratily their luſt of contention in bitter al- 
tercations with each other. Thus diſunited, their 
ſociety diſſolved, their meeting dwindled away, 
and in fix or ſeven years their name as a fect 


ſunk into oblivion. George Keith in the mean 
time had arrived in New England in quality of 
miſhonary, and, together with one John Talbot, 


had received letters of recommendation from the 


ſociety for propagating the goſpel in foreign 
parts, to make what converts they could in 


thole provinces. 
Notwithſtanding he had given great expecta- 


tions from his influence amongſt his partiſans 
and others, of bringing over many from the Qua- 
kers and other diſſenters to the church of Eng- 


land; and at his return gave ſuch a flattering 


account of his embaſly, that it was ſaid he had 


brought comfort to the church; yet in fact he 


byterians or independents they ſhould not term 


was very unſucceſsful in anſwering the deſign of 
his miſſion. At his leaving his adherents in 


Penſylvania, he had hinted to them, “ if they 
ſhould hear of his preaching amongſt the pref- 


him an apoſtate for that; but if ever they ſhould 


bear of his putting on the canonical robe, and 


uniting with the church of England, he would 


give them leave to fix that denomination upon 


him. 


d Samuel Smitl.“s MS. 
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him. When, therefore, he returned to Ame.CHAP. 
rica in the character and habit of a clergyman of XVII 
that church, he effectually loſt all his intereſt DD 
and influence with his former adherents ; both 2 
thoſe who had withdrawn after him from the 
people called Quakers, and the Baptiſts who had 
adhered to him, were quite ſhy of him; and of- 
fended with him, for leading them into a ſeceſ- 
ſion, and thus deſerting them. 
His principal exertions were not I apprehend 
in Penſylvania, where he was known and now 
generally {lighted ; but in New England, and on 
that ſide where the people were greater ſtran- 
gers to his former tranſactions there; and till 
more directed to diſturb the Quakers (ſo called) He endea- 
in their meetings, and by his accuſtomed falſe peeing 
accuſations to make them appear odious, than cis the... 
to render the church of England amiable, or ng 
purſue rational meaſures to reconcile diſſenters commend 
thereto. His reſentment againſt this ſociety, 893 
firſt for rejecting him as a ruler, and afterward, copacy. | 
as a member, ſtill predominated in his mind, 
agitated him inwardly, and aggravated his un- 
reaſonable prejudice ; under the impulſe where- 
of his endeavours were more employed to vex 
and harraſs the Quakers, than to propagate the 
goſpel amongſt them, or any other body of 
people. 
He ſeems very much to have mids it his bu- 
ſineſs to appoint his meetings or places of 
preaching, at the times and places where the 
people called Quakers held their general meet- 
ings; or where ſtrangers of that ſociety, came to 
thoſe parts, in which he was, in the courſe of 
Vor.. IV. CT their 


. HISTORY or THE 
CHAP. their religious viſits. * John Richardſon of Bur- EY oo... 
YALE lington in Yorkſhire, a well qualified miniſter, | T0 
RL 6-2 and a man deeply experienced in the work of N 
religion, was at this time travelling in New Eng- ſaic 
land, came to Lynn to their monthly meeting, e 
and was there informed of George Keith's in- © og 
tention to be at that meeting, which gave him 1 
ſome concern, under the apprehenſion of the fF wh 
interruption his preſence might give to the folem- fF and 
nity of the meeting; he adviſed to be ſwift to ce d 
| hear and flow to ſpeak, as George Keith had a oe 
8 life in diſputation. „ 
| Hlis inter- The evening preceding the meeting, George e 
6 The with Keith came to the houſe where John Richardſon - nut 
'  Chardfen, lodged, with a prieſt and a great number of to e 
people along with him, and began railing ex- on 
ceedingly againſt friends, in inſult to the ſtran- ter 
ger: And then in vain exultation exclaimed, i the 
| Is here a man that is a ſcholar ? Is here a man are 
| that under/tands the languages amongst you? If ſo, |} God 
[|  T will diſpute with him. To this boaſting chal- _ tive 
1 lenge John Richardſon replied, „It was pro- SY 
i e bable that the Engliſh language was moſt ge- IT.” 
| „ nerally underſtood, and uſed amongſt that Bs. 
people, and therefore he thought it moſt ſuita . 
| < ble to converſe in.” Then George Keith pro- ⁶ J. 
ceeded to magnify the dignity of his office, tion 
<« that he was come in the .2ucen's name to ga- peo 
ther the Quakers from Quaberiſm to the mo- up f 
& ther church, the good old church of Eng- the 
e land;“ threatening the next day to convict pur 
them of errors, heręſies, damnable doftrines and a pe 
blaſphemies : Adding, * look to anſwer for your- f chrit 
OO. * ſelves, peox 
the 
my | John Richardſon's journal. 
I - 


PEOPLE caliev QUAKERS. | 131 


« ſelves, for if you do not, the auditory muſt CHAP. 
& conclude, what I advance againſt you is. true.“ 11. 
John Richardſon rouſed at this inſulting menace, "Y 
ſaid to him, this is the fruit of malice and 
C envy, and thou art unto us, but as a heathen 
“ man, and apublican.” 
Ihe next day George came to the ee 
where he repeated the purport of his embaſſy, 
and his threats in the ſame terms as on the pre- 
ceding evening. John Richardſon, in reply, laid 
open to the people aflembled his conduct; the 
proceedings of the ſociety in relation to him; 1 
to which George made no objection; but conti 
nuing quiet, the meeting was held peaceably and 
to edification, John Richardſon appearing in the 
miniſtry, and beginning with theſe words, Af- 
ter the manner that you call hereſy do we worſhip 
the God of our fathers, believing all things that 
are written concerning Feſus Chriſt, both as to his 
| Godhead and manhood. The people were atten- 
tive and well ſatisfied; and George Keith owned 
he had been refreſhed in that meeting, hav- 
ing heard many found truths, with ſome er- 
_ © rors ; but that it was not the common doctrine 
„ which the Quakers preached.” 
Juohn Richardſon, perceiving that this inſinua- 
tion was intended to infuſe an opinion into the 
people that the Quakers did not uſually preach 
up faith in the manhood of Chriſt, to obviate 
the effects thereof, diſtinguiſhed upon it to this 
purpoſe, that it was the leſs neceſſary, as being 
a point of faich univerſally received amongf. 
chriſtians, and as clearly demonſtrated by the 
people called Quakers in their teſtimonies, and 
their writings, to be a point of faith with them, 
1 as 
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HAP. as any other people; but that as his holy ſpirit 


XVIII. is. highly concerned in man's ſalvation, as well 
as what Chriſt did for us without us, and this 


1701. 


„„ gs to be.“ 


being yet a myſtery to many called chriſtians, 


it had pleaſed God to open them in the courſe 


of their miniſtry, into the meaning and myſtery 
thereof, and to inſiſt upon the latter more than 


tay former. 


To this George Keith made no reply, but 


began to exhibit his charges, and ſtepped up to 
the gallery with his paper in his hand. John 
Richardſon being taller, and ſtanding by him, 
could ſee his quotations and paraphraſes upon 


them, on which he told him, “ that he offered 


violence to that ſenſe and underſtanding which 

“God had given him, and knew in his con- 
„ ſcience we were not the people he through 

« envy endeavoured to make the people believe 
The meeting ſoon after broke up, 
and terminated the controverſy for that time. 
They met again in Rhode-Ifland, and _ 


wards at Fluſhing in Long-Iſland ; but he gav 


friends little trouble-in either : For at the K 
particularly John Rodman of that place, having 
got intelligence that George had by ſome means 


poſſeſſed himſelf of 5ol. out of a conſiderable 


legacy left by Col. Weſt to poor friends of 


London, which was ordered to be paid over to 


ſome faithful friends of that city, and it being 
proved upon him that he had received the ſaid 
ſum and never accounted for it, in wrong of the 

poor, he was ſlighted by moſt of the people, 
as well as friends, and this detection of his un- 
fair dealing ſo blocked up his way that friends 

had little trouble with us in that r 


The 
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The next friend who fell in with him on his c H a p. 


travels was Thomas Story from Carliſle. He xvIII. 
being come in the courſe of his viſit to Shrewſ A 
bury in Eaſt Jerſey, informs us, that George 42 

Keith, in company with his fellow miſſionary, Story, the 
Talbot, came to Shrewſbury at the time of the n en 
yearly meeting held there for that province: On 6. Keith. 

the firſt day of which he ſent by. ſaid Talbot an 

advertiſement to the meeting, That he pur- 

„ poled to have a meeting at a houſe in the 

* town, to begin at the eleventh hour the next 

e day, then and there to detect out of the books 

of authors approved among the Quakers, 

divers vile errors, contrary to the Chriſtian 

faith, and the fundamental principles of the 

Chriſtian religion.” And challenging friends 

as before, © to come and anſwer for themſelves, 

or he would judge his quotations and remarks 

to be true, and a demonſtration to all intel- 
< ligent people that he had not wronged them.” 

Where it may be proper to obſerve his ſubtle 

management in appointing his meeting about 

the middle time of friends meeting, when it 
was moſt likely they might feel themſelves more 
comfortably and better employed than to deſert 
their own meeting of ſolemn worſhip to perplex 

themſelves with his invidious cavils : They re- 

turned him anſwer, © That being to them as a 

« Heathen or a Publican, they continued to reject. 
„him, deſpiſing all his works of envy and 
“ revenge; that as he had begun in print, they 

ſhould (as hitherto) anſwer him in that way, 

as leaſt liable to miſunderſtanding and miſre- 

56 preſentations.“ | 
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CHAP. 
XVIII. moreland landed in Maryland, and almoſt im- 
— „ after received the following note: 


* 
— * 


HIS TOR T o Tus 


Soon after this Samuel Bownas from Weſt- 


Sn. 


c 


* ENGLAND. 


CC 8 oo 


wI intend to give notice after ſermon, that 


„you and myſelf are to diſpute to-morrow, and 
& would have you give notice thereof accord- 
« ingly. 

6c 8 1 am your humble fer vant, 


ye Grone Kerri, 
-— EO 


Ln) 


Dated the 1ſt Sunday 
in Auguſt, 1702. 


Samuel being previouſſy engaged to go bs, 


ward to an appointed meeting, in company with 
a conſiderable number of friends, would have 


taken no notice of an unprovoked challenge ; 
but being told Keith would call the country 
together and make much noiſe about it, as if 
they were afraid of meeting him, and urging 


Samuel to write him an compa he accordingly 


wrote to the following effect: 


gd GORE Kxirn, 


e have received thine, and think myſelf 


© no way obliged to take notice of one who 


wy hath 


To the P; REAC H E R lately arrived from 


64 
cc 
cc 


cc 
uh 


cc 


cc 
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* hath been ſo very mutable in his pretences © HA P. 


5 to religion; beſide, as thou haſt been long XVIII. 
« ſince diſowned, after due admonition given 
thee by our yearly meeting for thy quarrel- 72 
ſome and irregular practices, thou art not 
worthy of my notice, being no more to me 
than an Heathen man and publican. | 


* 


6 
uh 
c 


* 


- 


La 


« Samver Bownas.” 


CIC 


> 
— — —— 
a rm 


——— — 
3 
2 — 


George Keith and Samuel met ſundry times 
in their travels in thoſe parts, but had little 
diſcourſe or debate with each other: But when 
he came into Long-lfland, a meeting being ap- 
pointed for him at a village called Hempſtead, 
here he met with George Keith again, and 
William Bradford his late printer in Philadel- 
phia: Theſe two combining together, Bradford 
was ſent to the meeting to fee if any advantage 
could be taken of his doctrine. 2 
He came accordingly, and when Samuel ſtood 
up to ſpeak, he pulled out of his pocket a ſmall 
book, with pen and ink, ſteadfaſtly ſtaring in 
his face to try to put him out of countenance, but 
in vain: He then wrote a little, and ſo con- 
tinued alternately eſſaying to write, and to daunt 
him by his ſtaring ; but Samuel feeling that. 
animating virtue which bore him up above re- went. 
garding his attempts, went through with the the meeting | 
: ſubject matter before him: When he had done, ad ob K 
Bradford ſtood up with this interrogatory, could be 
„Will you ſtand by theſe doctrines in public Samuel 
*© that have been now preached ?” To which Jodtrine. 
John Rodman replied, © William, thou knoweſt 
N what our friend hath been concerned to ſpeak. 
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HISTORY oF THE 


CHAP. about this day are ſuch points as have ben 
XVIII. “ argued over and over, and as the controverſy 


„ hath been ſome years in print, it is needleſs 


1702. 


e At this time to reduce it to a verbal diſputa- 


* tion.” But not being ſatisfied without re— 
ceiving Samuel's anſwer, he told him his quel- 
tion being more for contention than edification, 
he did not think himſelf obliged to anſwer it, 
eſpecially to one who for his contentious and 
diſorderly behaviour, after tender admonition 


rejected by him, had been diſowned ; and for this 


reaſon Samuel ſaid, I have no more to ſay to thee, 
Bradford upon this turned away in great wrath, 


threatening Samuel ſhould hear of it FER TER, 


0. 


In his teſtimony Samuel had fallen upon the 


ſubje& of ceremonies, particularly thoſe of bap- 


tiſm and the uſe of bread and wine, called the 


Lord's Supper; and as it ſeems endeavoured to 
ſhew their inſufficiency to ſalvation of themſelves, 
according to the manner of the adminiſtration 


thereof, either by the Papiſts, the Church of 


England or Diſſenters. 


Keith, and Bradford from his notes, trumped 


up a long affidavit, and Bradford atteſted it 


before two juſtices; and then another evidence 


being requiſite, they met with a young man who 


had been at the meeting, from whom Keith 
extorted ſome expreſſions he had heard ſpoken, 
which having done they threatened him with 
dreadful conſequences if he would not come in 
and give evidence ; theretore, through tear, he 


was prevailed upon to give his evidence upon 


oath in the words George Keith had got from 


bim 99 5 guile. 
Having 
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Having brought matters to this iſſue, they CHAP. 
procured a warrant to apprehend him, and put XVIII. 
a ſtop to his travelling; for he was informed 
that Keith had propoſed the making a law to ee 
reſtrain friends from travelling, only to their er erer a 
own meetings; for it was the travelling preach- gainſt him. 
ers that kept the Quakers compacted together. 

This by bigots was approved as a likely method 

to put a {ſtop to their increaſe, but by men of 
moderation treated with the contempt it de- 
ſerved. The warrant being procured and de- 
livered to the ſheriff, he arreſted him the next 

day in the meeting at Fluſhing, being the halt 

year's meeting for New York government ; but 

being a man of a leſs implacable diſpoſition 

than the proſecutors, he ſtayed the meeting; s. Bovenas 
and after the meeting was over, having a con- arreſted. 
ference with ſome of his friends, he was pre- 

vailed upon to ds him his liberty till the fifth 

day of the week, which gave him the opportu- 

nity to attend the remaining meetings to the 

end of the ſaid half year's meeting, in which 

he had good ſervice, to the general ſatisfaction 

of crouded auditories, 

The meeting being ended, he appeared be- 
fore the juſtices, accompanied by ſeveral friends, 

and after his examination and their conſultation 
among themſelves, he was called in again, when 

the clerk informed him, that zheſe honourable 
juſtices have agreed that you muſt enter into 
2000/. bail, yourſelf in 1000l. and two of your 
friends 5ool. each, or elſe be committed to the 
common jail. Refuſing to enter into bail, one of the 

_ Juſtices aſked him, if the ſum was too large, he 
replied, N as mall a ſum as three-halfpence 

8 would 
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CHAP.* would do, I ſhould not 45 it, it being of 
XVII. © fuch a nature as I could by no means com- 
— „ ply with.” Jonathan Whitehead, one of the 


1703. 


Warrant of 
commit- 
ment, 


juſtices, was very friendly, wanted him to be 
ſet at liberty, offered himſelf for bail, and took 


him to his houſe that night, where he was very 
| kindly entertained. The next day he was lent 
to 6 Jai with the following mittimus : 


„Queen's 8.8 Joſeph Smith, Eſq; Ed- 


© County { * ward Burrows, Eſq; John 


cc 


4 Smith, Eſq; and Jonathan Whitehead, Eſqj 
« juſtices of the peace for the Queen” 3 


bY County. 


To the high ſheriff of the Queen' $ County, 


Fs greeting, 


% We ſend you herewithil the body of Sa- 
muel Bownas, a Quaker, brought before us 
* this day, and charged with ſpeaking ſcanda- 


lous hes of, and reflections againſt the church 


of England, as by law eſtabliſhed, and other 


miſdemeanours by him done and ſpoken at a 
public aſſembly in Hampſtead in this county, 


on the 21ſt day of this inſtant November. 
And therefore «heſe are in behalf of her Ma- 
jeſty to command you, that immediately you 
receive the ſaid Samuel Bownas, and him 


ſafely keep in the common jail of this county, 


until he ſhall be thence delivered by the due 


courſe of her Majeſty's laws. Dated under 
our hands and ſeals at Jemeca this zoth day 
of November, in the ſecond year of the 


Fo reign 


<; 


7 
* 
* 

* 

Le 

£ 
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* JoSEPH SMITH, 
„ EDWARD BuRRows, 
JohN SwiTH, 

„ JONATHAN WrrTEHEa.” 


This proceeding may appear ſtrange at this 


time, as being ſupported by no exiſting law, 
and a violation of the act of toleration ; but it 
is to be obſerved, that at this very time the ** 


church party were ſo conſiderable a body in 


the parliament of England, that they had pro- 


cured an act againſt occaſional conformity; and 


manifeſted their enmity to diſſenters by an acri- 
mony which indicated their propenſity to perſe- 
cution, and was by many looked upon as a ſtep 


to a repeal of the act of toleration. 


It was at the ſame time the lot of New York 
to be governed by a principal of this party. 


Lord Cornbury, fon to the Earl of Clarendon, 
was governor of this province, who actuated by 


an hereditary zeal for the hierarchy, and averſion 


to non-conformiſts, had in an arbitrary man- 
ner ſilenced ſundry preſbyterian preachers, and 
placed churchmen in their room, and on many 
occaſions manifeſted an inimical diſpoſition to 
diſſenters in general, and an inclination to re- 


vive ſevere meaſures againſt them ; taking liber- 


ties in this remote province, which would as 
yet have hardly been allowed or endured at 
Cornbury tavoured the proſecution, 


ang 
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HAP. and it is probable, that the proſpect of his 


XVIII. 
— 
1702. 


CCC 


countenance thereto encouraged theſe ill. deſign- 
ing men to make the attempt in his govern- 
ment, which they could expect little ſucceſs in 
attempting elſewhere. Governors are ſeldom at 


a loſs to find, or to model magiſtrates to com- 


ply with or promote their meaſures. The 


_ judges, particularly Bridges the chief Juſtice, 


Bill of in- 


dictment 
preferred 


accommodating themſelves to the governor's in- 


tentions, in imitation of our judges in king 


Charles the ſecond's reign, directed their en- 
deavours to get him convicted right or 
wron 


But although the judges were of this caſt, 


the temper of the times was conſiderably changed, 


ſo that it was not ealy to get juries equally ob- 
ſequious with thoſe of that æra. Where men 
thought for themſelves, and were influenced by 
the impulſe of their own conſciences, they 
were not ſo eaſily warped by the partial inſtruc- 


tions of the bench. When Samuel Bownas had 


been about three months in priſon, a ſpecial 


againſt him, commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer was iſſued to 
rejected by 


the grand 
jury. 


to ſet Bradford's evidence aſide, and the ſame 


John Bridges, chief juſtice, and other juſtices. 


bill of indictment was ſent to the grand 


jury againſt Samuel, who had prepared reaſons 


being laid before the grand jury, they had ſuch 
weight with them, that they returned the bill 


endorſed, Jenoramus, at which diſappointment 


the judge was greatly incenſed, and treated the 


grand jury with indecent alperity, addreſſing 


them in this paſſionate language: 
“ Gentlemen, ſurely you have forgot your 


be oaths, and for ſo doing could give you ſome 


66 Bard 


40 
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“ hard names, but at preſent ſhall ſorbear. Is c HAP. 
** this your verdict againſt the Quaker ? - XV Hs 

© Foreman. It is, Sir. — 
* Judge. I demand your reaſons. 4704. 


James Clement, a juryman. We are {worn 
to keep the Queen's ſecrets, our fellows and 
our own, and therefore we declare no rea- 
“ ſons. 

*© Judge. Now Mr. Wiſeman ſpeaks, but I 
„can tell you, you are not fo worn; and [ 
* could find in my heart to lay you by the 
„heels, and a fine on the reſt of your 
*.Drethren.”” + - 2 | 
Ihe judge finding his threats ineffectual with 
men who knew they ſtood on conſtitutional 
ground, and therefore diſregarded them, chang- 
ed his mode of addreſs, and begged them to 
take back the bill, and reſume the conſidera- 
tion thereof, which they did, but could not be 
prevailed upon by menaces or by flattery to 
alter their verdict, which exaſperated the judge His impri- 
to that degree, that he gave ſtrict orders for the —. 
priſoner to be confined more cloſely than before, ed 
threatening, that as juſtice cannot be here h. 
come at, he would ſend him to London chained 
to the man of war's deck, like other vile cri- Threatened 
minals, with his crimes and: miſdemeanours bo be ſent to 


CC 
cc 


cc 


England in 


along with him. Samuel being a young man, chains, 
little verſed in the law, or the knowledge of the _ 
conſtitutional power of the judge, was greatly 
dejected at the report of this menace, doubting 
how far he might be able to ſupport ſo diſgrace- 
ful and ſo humiliating a puniſhment with the 
decorum ſuiting the dignity of the cauſe for 
which he fuffered. His friends had left him 


alone, 
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CHA P.alone, and he had loſt his faith, which was worſe 
XVIII. than being left alone. His deſpondency was ſo 


c great, that he thought himſelf the moſt wretched 


1702. among men, and ſcarcely able to live under it. 


which In this condition he received a viſit from Thomas 


_ cauſes him Hicks, an antient man, who had borne the office 


great diſ- 
courage of chief juſtice in the province ſome years, and 


not put his menace in execution, for that every 
criminal muſt be tried where the cauſe of action 
lies; but that the judge and governor alſo were 
diſguſted by being fruſtrated in their deſigns. 
Had, ſaid he, the Prefbyterians ſtood as you 


have done, they had not ſo tamely left their 


meeting-houſes to the church. The diſcourſe of 
this honeſt man was the means of renewing his 


faith, and of raiſing him from the ſtate of de- 


je&tion i in which he found himſelf before. 
He de, Being adviſed to demand his liberty as his 
liberty and right by law, he did fo, both of the judge, and 
afterwards by petition to the governor, but it 
was arbitrarily refuſed. They were reſolved, 
they ſaid, not to be ſo baffled by the country, 
but they would bring him to juſtice, Keith 
printed ſome ſheets, in pretence to open the 
eyes of the people, aggravating the caſe to the 
utmoſt ; but it had a tendency to open their 
eyes, more to diſcover his envy and vindictive 
ſpirit againſt the Quakers in general, and the 
priſoner in particular, than to convince them of 
the juſtice of their proceedings. 
Hase was now cloſely confined in a ſmall room 


made of logs, which had been proteſted againſt 
as an unlawful priſon two years before, and 


his 


was well verſed in the laws, who gave him great 
encouragement, by aſſuring him the judge could 
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his friends denied to viſit him. But here we CH AP. 
meet with a freſh inſtance of the care that reſted xv111. 


upon theſe diſintereſted men, not to make the 


goſpel chargeable. Not knowing how long his 72. 
impriſonment might continue, he became very 
thoughttul, what method to take for ſupporting 
himſelf, and it was ſuggeſted to his mind to try ge jars 


if he could learn to make ſhoes; and meeting to make 


with a good-natured man of that craft, he made e 


Propoſal to him for inſtructing him in the art, prion. 
at the ſame time acquainting him with his rea- 
ſon for ſo doing; he replied, It is very ho- 
* nourable in you, but if one of our miniſters 
were in the like ſituation, they would look 
upon it as a diſparagement to take up ſo mean 
an occupation ;'”” yet he acknowledged, if 
Samuel could earn his bread with his own 
hands, 1t was moit agreeable to Paul's practice. 
Samuel quickly made ſo much proficiency in 
the art, that he procured thereby more than a 
ſufficiency tor his ſupport, which was not only 
conducive to make the time of his confinement _ 
leſs irkſome, but adminiſtered abundant eaſe to 
his mind, in the reflection of being enabled to 
procure a ſupport by the labour of his own 
hands without charge to his friends, ſome of 
whom were uneaſy, ſuppoſing it might appear 
diſhonourable in them to ſuffer it; but others 
apprehending it a great honour to the cauſe of 
the goſpel, rejoiced that he ſucceeded 1o 
well. 
He was detained in priſon about nine months 1703. 
longer; and about the beginning of the eighth | 
month 1703, the ſheriff received an order to 
ſummon another jury, to try their ſuccels a le- 
cond 
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nA p. cond time. He had private inſtructions to pro- 
XVIII. cure ſuch a jury as might be likely to anſwer 
+> their purpoſe, which he ſhewed Samuel with 


marks of abhorrence, aſſuring him he would 
never do it. So the jury being fairly named, 
and the indictment ſent to them, they look- 
ed upon it too frivolous to engage their ſe- 
rious attention, and returned it, as their prede- 
ceſſors had done, . He was next 
brought into court, and nothing appearing 
againſt him, he was diſcharged by proclama- 
tion. Not only his friends, who came from 
molt parts of the iſland to wait the Hue of his 
trial, but the people in general, were exceed- 
ingly rejoiced at his acquittal and diſcharge, 
after being invidiouſly impriſoned, and arbitra- 
rily detained in priſon twelve e wanting 
about three weeks. 

Theſe ſpecimens of George Keith's conduct 
in the capacity of a miſſionary, manifeſt it to be 
chiefly directed to vent his deep reſentment 
againſt the Quakers, whereby inſtead of pro- 
moting, he in a great meaſure defeated the end 
of his miſſion; for his unreaſonable prejudice 
and unprovoked enmity were ſo obvious, that 
inſtead of bringing an odium on the Quakers, 
as he deſigned, he brought great diſcredit and 
great diſlike of his proceedings from the gene- 
rality of the people upon himſelf, ſo that he 
ſhut up his own way from FIR many proſe- 
tytes amongſt them. 

Ile ſpent ſomething more than twelve months 
in the itinerant exerciſe of his new function, 
and returned by way of Virginia to England, 
where he obtained the benefice of Edberton in 

| Suſſex 
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Suſſex, and there he continued his writings and c HAP. 9 | 
invectives againſt his former friends; but his xvIII. F 
reſtleſs temper was not fully ſatisfied with vent uw | 
ing his paſſion againſt them. It was not long 1703. | 1 
before he began to fall out with his pariſhioners _ L 
about their tithes“. Not content with the accuſ- nl 
tomed income of his pariſh, which was reported Ll 
to exceed 10o0ol. per annum, he would ſfome- He becomes Pl 
times take the tithes in kind; ſometimes let meafy te 1 
his pariſhi- 4 
them to others to take in kind, meditating and oners about | ' 
trying every method to raiſe the 1 income to the their tithes, 1 
utmoſt, and extending his claim to the minuteſt | | 
articles, even to the tenth of the eggs of one [i | 
hen, and of the ſcanty crops of garden roots of Fi 
the pooreſt inhabitants of his pariſh, by which Wl 
| he eſtranged the affections of his hearers, who [ | 


were quite diſguſted at ſuch inſtances of his ava- =_ | 
rice and his meanneſs. N 1 

That he was upon ill terms with his pa- 
rinioners further appears from hence, that be- 
ing affected with lameneſs and infirmity for 
three years before his deceaſe, and diſabled 
from walking to the place of worſhip, he was 


preſented by his pariſhioners for divers neglects; . I 
Vol. IV. 1. Dr = { 1 
Theſe anecdotes of George Keith during his incum- nal 
bency at Edberton are taken from ſome memoirs of John il 
Snaſhall, who lived in that neighbourhood, viz. at or near 3 
Hurſt-pierpoint in Suſſex, who wrote them either of his own by 
knowledge or from the information of his neighbours, who 1 | 
reported them as truth from their knowledge of the facts. na 
John Snaſhall is characterized by his friends as a man of a | nl 
very loving and courteous diſpoſition to all: In charity uni- 1 
verſal, and a good and kind neighbour; and being a religious 1 | ö : 
man, was doubtleſs a man of veracity. 'Theſe memoirs he 1 
left in manuſcript, which were preſerved in the family, and 4 
communicated to me by Jeremiah Waring, junior. | 1 1 
bb 
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enAp.for letting the parſonage-houſe go to decay for 
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want of neceſſary repairs; for not going to 
preach himſelf at the proper ſeaſons, nor hirin 
a curate to officiate in his ſtead. 
had ſo indulged his propenſity to contention, 
that he could hardly Keep upon good terms 


with any he had to deal with, whereby he 
became deſpicable and difagreeable i in the eyes 


of his neighbours; many of whom would de- 


clare, they ſhould be glad that the Quakers 
would take him back again, ſo that they might 
be rid of ſo reſtleſs a ſpirit. 


that had loſt its ſavour, and was thenceforth 


good for nothing but to be caſt out and be 


trodden under feet of men. 


Yet after all, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
| he was favoured, particularly near his latter 
end, with ſeaſons of ſerious reflection, wherein 
he viewed the peaceful ſtate of his mind whilſt 
in unity and peace with the Quakers as brethren, 
and felt remorſe under the loſs thereof F, Pay- 
ing a viſit to a gentleman at Hurſtpierpoint, 
and a converſation ariſing concerning the Qua- 
kers, he owned before ſeveral perſons, That 
©* ſince he had left them he had loſt one qua- 
o lification they had among them, that in their 
religious meetings they could ſtop all thoughts 


C 


* 


which hindered their devotiont, which he very 


« much admired | he could never attain to 
ee ne. 


I have ally related from + Alexander Arſ- 


cott the acknowledgment George Keith made 


to Richard Hayler on his death bed, which 


"ge 


„J. Snaſhall. I See vol. 3, p. 452. 


In ſhort, he 


Like the ſalt 
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paſſage is alſo thus related by John Snaſhall c HA P. 


aforeſaid: The 16th 11 1744 


3 George Keith, xvIII. 


«© as he lay ſick i in bed, ſaid, that he did belizvs — 
i God had taken him out of the world when 1703. 


& he went among the Quakers, and in that pro- 

c feſſion, it had been well with him; which 
words he ſpoke before Richard Hayler of Step- 
ning, who went to ſee George Keith, hearing 
he was ſick. 


In order to bring this difagreeable ſubject to Refleion. 


a concluſion, I am conſiderably advanced in 
time, and in the deſcription of the whole of 
this man's tranſactions, I am not conſcious of 


_ exaggerating any circumſtance beyond a true 
ſtate thereof, according to the authorities of 
cotemporary writers, ſome of whom, with my- | 
elf, regret the occaſion of dwelling upon the 


ſubject, and expreſs the great reſpect they had 
had for him on account of his qualifications and 


ſervices, believing him to have been a man 


truly convinced and enlightened, and in a good 
ſtate, (which his aforeſaid confeſſions plainly 
imply), but that through ambition and ſelt- 


exaltation, he fell away therefrom; it being 


our perſuaſion, that a righteous man may turn 
from his righteouſneſs, and that we are no 
longer ſafe than whilſt we are watchful. 
Now as there have been many bright ex- 
amples of virtue and pure religion exhibited 
in this work, ſhewing what is moſt worthy of 


our endeavouring to attain; ſo here we have 


an example of caution, what is moſt carefully 
to be avoided, in order to preſerve di- 
vine favour, the unity of the brethren, and re- 
ſpectful eſteem of all good men: A powerful 

LS Caution 
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CHAP. caution not to indulge a diſpoſition aſpiring 
XVIII. above our proper places in religious ſociety, 


exemplify 


5 =p but whatever our abilities or attainments, na- 


tural or ſpiritual, may be, to keep in the hu- 
mility becoming dependent beings, who have 
nothing good, but what they have received from 
the fountain of all good; and if we conceive 


we have in any reſpec an advantage over ſome 
others, let us remember the apoſtle s reaſoning, 
„Who made thee to differ from another, or 


«& what haſt thou that thou haſt not received?“ 
I have ever looked upon it as a great enor- 


mity to deck ourſelves with the Lord's jewels, 
to ſuffer the talents and 


gifts beſtowed upon 
us, (it may be not for our own ſakes, but the 


edification of the body), to occaſion an ex- 


alted opinion of ourſelves in the contem- 


plation thereof ; 


of promoting our own intereſts, or leeking pre- 


eminence, dominion or lordſhip in ſociety. 


May I, may my brethren and ſiſters in profeſſion 
and in uſefulneſs, take warning from the miſ- 
carriages. of others, and be ſo preſerved in 
humility, circumſpection and fear, as never to 
in our conduct the expreſſion of the 
wiſe man, that pride goes before deſtruction, ang 


an een ſpirit « a Hal. 


G HAF. 


and ſtill more enormous to 
apply the place they have given us in the 
eſtimation of our friends, to the low purpoſes 
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Yobn Eftaugh and Richard Gove taken 5 a 
French Privateer in their Paſſage to Barbades. 
—T aken into Martinico, and Occurrences there. 
—T homas Chalkley viſits the Shawaneſe and 
Seneca ee uliam Penn's Epiſtle to 

the Settlers in Fenſylvania. 
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JohN ESTAUGH from Haddenfield, New c HA P. 
| Jerſey, in company with Richard Gove, who XIX. 
embarked at Philadelphia this year, to pay a —— 


religious viſit to their friends in Barbadoes, |. laugh 


being arrived near that Iſland, the ſhip was taken nd 


ng on 
by a French privateer and carried into Marti- ge af: 


nico: They were fifteen days in reaching that fage to Bare 1 
7 adoes, 1 


place, at which the maſter of the prize, on then by 
board of which theſe friends were detained, was French ne 
ſo diſturbed, that he ſaid the hand of God Was ne 
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againſt them; and his ſuperſtitious bigotry Martinieo. 1 
attributed the tediouſneſs of the paſſage to theſe = 
two paſſengers, becauſe they frequently employ- _ 8 
ed the intermediate time in reading their. bibles, 1 WA 
which, therefore, he would ſometimes threaten = 
to throw overboard. The morning after their 1 11 
arrival at Martinico, an officer, attended by ſome 1 
perſons of ſeeming rank in the iſland, came on 5 11 
board, who getting a ſight of the certificates BR 
which they had received from their reſpectiye | 


monthly meetings, according to the good order 
uſed in this ſociety, and which one of the com- 

_ pany interpreted to the reſt, their friends therein 
| having 
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c HA P. having expreſſed their deſire, « that they might 


XIX. 


I 704. 


„ be preſerved out of the hands of unreaſon- 
* able men:“ 
ſome of them cried out, “ ſee now the ſpirit 
“ hath deceived you, for you are not pre- 


„ ſerved as they would have it.” One of them 


anſwered, © the ſpirit had not deccived them, 


« that what was mentioned there was the de- 


&« fire of their friends for them, and that pro- 
” bably there might be ſome ſervice for them 
« even there.” Upon which they continued 
their humourous raillery, crying out, „See 
ce now! they are now come to convert the 
e fathers, we will bring you together and you 


* ſhall diſpute it out. 3 But of the fathers, 
ſo called, none came near to them except an 
old Iriſh prieſt, whoſe province it ſeems was 


to endeavour to convert the priſoners at 40s. 


a head for every convert: The other priſoners 
wanted him to diſpute with the Quakers, but 
he evaded it for ſome time; yet at length 
entered into diſcourſe with John Eſtaugh, whom 


he found too well furniſhed with matter for him 


to make much impreſſion upon. He called him 
a Heretick, and turned to his companion, who 


taking his bible, opened it in the text, “ be- 


„ ware of falſe prophets: Which provoking 
the prieſt, he endeavoured to wrench the bible 
with violence out of his hands, not without 
leaving marks of his violence behind, which 
ended the diſpute; but the other priſoners. de- 
termined it plainly in favour of the Quakers, 
with whom they faid he was not able to diſ- 
pute. 5 


The 


upon the reading of this paſſage, 
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The French nation in general have appeared © 
more humane and leſs bigotted than moſt others 
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XIX. 


of the Komiſh communion. It doth not appear 


that theſe friends, while in their hands, ſuffered 
at all upon account of their religion, or that 


their confinement was very rigid; they ſeem 
to have enjoyed full liberty of holding meetings, 


1 ſuppoſe chiefly with Engliſh prifoners. _ 
Before they came to the iſland, the proteſtant 
priſoners there, we may prefume, had no mini- 


ſter to officiate amongſt them; but there was a 


major in one of the Engliſh regiments, who had 
been a priſoner there a conſiderable time, with- 
out being able to obtain his liberty ; probably for 
want of a priſoner of equal rank in exchange. 


He had been engaged in ſupplying the place of a 


prieſt, by reading prayers two or three times a 


week to his fellow-priſoners : But ſince theſe 


friends arrived and held their meetings, his au- 


ditory was conſideraly decreaſed, which giving 
him much uneaſineſs, he reprimanded the people 
ſharply for going to the Quakers meetings; but 


ſtill their meetings continuing to increaſe, he 
determined at laſt to enter into a diſpute with 


them. - 5 
He began with high charges, but J. Eſtaugh 


replied with a firmneſs and freedom which pro- 


voked the major, inſtead of arguments to uſe 


unhandſome menaces, which the other diſregard- 
ing, continued his argument for the information 
of the auditors, with ſo much prudent coolneſs 


and command of his temper, as conduced to al- 
lay the paſſion of his antagoniſt ; and as he be- 
came moderate, the controverſy grew more fatif- 


factory: 


1704. 
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CHAP. factory : But 1. Eſtaugh appearing better verſed 
kKIx. in the ſcriptures than the major, and quoting 
— ſome text which the latter had no recollection of, 


170. 


| T. homas 


Chalkley 


Mie ne 
indians, 


he conceived an apprehenſion that the Quakers 
bibles were not the ſame with his; but upon the 
compariſon finding them perfectly to agree, and 
that the texts quoted were alike in both, he gave 
up the conteſt, grew friendly, they parted in 
mutual good- will, and he treated them with much 
civility and reſpect during their ſtay in that 
iſland. 


When the cartel for the exchange of priſoners 


Was ſettled, none bound to or from Barbadoes 
were to receive the benefit thereof. But Jonas 
Langford, a friend of Antigua, having requeſt- 


ed colonel Byham, who went to Martinico for the 


- purpoſe of exchanging them, that if any of his 
friends were there, he would uſe his. rig for 
their releaſe; 
friends, applied to the governor, and aſked it as a 

favour from him, that the two Quakers, though 
bound to Barbadoes, might go with him to An- 


tigua; What, the two apoſtles,“ ſaid the go- 


vernor, (for they had given them that name in 
Martinico) and he conſented. So they obtained 
their liberty after a captivity of about two months, 
in which they thought they had as great ſervice as 
in any other part of their journey, although they 
had good ſatisfaction in Antigua, where two 
Pentons were thoroughly convinced by their mi- 
niſtry. From Antigua they went by Bermudas 


to Barbadoes, and having fihilhed” their ſervice 


there, retirnethome, NP 


In this year Thomas ChalKley'i returning $6 


a viſit to friends in Maryland, and having a con- 


Cern 


he at his arrival finding heſe 
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cern on his mind to pay a religious viſit to the c HA p. 

Indians at Coneſtigo, laid his concern before the x1x. 

elders of Nottingham meeting, with which they —— 

expreſſed their unity, and encouraged him to the 1706. 

undertaking. He was joined by twelve or thir- 

teen more and an interpreter, who took their 

journey about fifty miles through the woods, 

carrying their proviſions along with them. They 

were kindly received by the Indians, and upon 

their application, for the opportunity of a religi- 

ous meeting, they called a council, which they 

conducted with great gravity, and in their deh- 

beration expreſſed their ſentiments coolly one 

after another. Some of their women being pre- 

ſent, T. Chalkley, who was. admitted to the coun- 

cil, enquired of the interpreter, Why they intro- 

duced women into their councils? to which 

he replied, /ome women are wiſer | than ſome 

men. Obſerving an antient grave woman who 

ſpoke trequently, it excited his curioſity to make 

particular enquiry concerning her. The inter- 

preter informed him that ſhe was an empreſs, and 

a woman of ſuch authority among them, that 

they undertook nothing of conſequencs e without 

conſulting her. That ſhe then ſoid, ſhe looked 

upon this viſit to be of an extraordinary nature, 

as the perſons were not come to buy or fell or get 

gain, but in love and regard to them, from a 

deſire of their well doing both here and hereafter, 

and that a meeting among them might be be⸗ 

neficial to their young people. There were two 

tribes of them, the Sengca's and Shawaneſe. 

They had firſt . meeting with the Seneca's, 

who were much affected with What they heard 

and 1 underſtood, and calling the other tribe they 
interpreted 
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CHAP. interpreted what they had heard to them. Theſe 


24 1 817 O RY or Tur 


xix. friends had allo another meeting with the Sha- 
WV wanefe Indians: Their viſit was gratefully ac- 


1706, 


cepted, and the Indians expreſſed their deſire of 


more opportunities of the like kind, which it is 


| hoped divine providence will afford them. The 
goſpel was preached to them freely, and faith in 


Chriſt, who was put to death by the unbelieving 


| Jews; and that Jeſus is come the ſecond time 


without {in unto ſal vation; and by his grace and 


light in the ſoul, ſheweth to man his ſins, con- 


vinceth him thereof, and delivereth him out of 


them, and giveth inward peace and comfort for 
well-doing. To which doctrines they gave a 


public aſſent, but in a particular manner to 
that of the light in the ſoul. They ſeem- 


ed much affected and liſtened with much 
ſeriouſneſs. The benefit of the holy ſcriptures | 
was allo largely explained and expatiated 
33 | Df OT. 5 


In the year 1708, Wilen Penn viſited 


the ſettlers with a letter by his new gover- 


nor Gookin, of which the TOOWng is an ex- 
track: 


ke London, 28th 7 170k. 


e Dear Friends and Brethren, 


« My antient love, if you can 8 it, reach- 


« eth to you as in times paſt and years that are 


one, even in the divine root and principle of 
9 8 P! P 


&« [ove od life, that made us near to one another 
e above all worldly conſiderations, where our 


cc life, 
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« life, I hope is hid with Chriſt in God our fa-C HAP. 


ther, io that when he appears we thall alſo * 
„ pear with him in glory, and in the mean tine 
6e through us to thoſe that love and wait for 1708. 


“ his appearance, as the deſire of nations; that 
„we may glorify Cod his and our everlaſting 
% father. in our bodies, fouls and ſpirits: In 
& temporal and eternal affairs, being indeed none 
cc of our own, for ſo much as we are our own, 
„ we are none of the Lord's: A great myſtery, 
«© but 2 great truth, and of abſolute neceſſity to 
cc witnels, to be of the number of the choſen na- 
« tion, the peculiar people and royal prieſthood 
“ of Chriſt and his glorious kingdom. 

„ Oh, my dear friends! let all below this keep 


& on the left hand, and wait to feel thoſe bleſſed 


«© things to inherit the right hand, and in faith 
© and courage cry aloud to the Lord for his re- 


„ newing and refreſhing power, that may revive 


„and reform his work upon our hearts and 
© minds, and our humility, meekneſs, patience, 


« ſelt-denial and charity, with a blameleſs walk- 


„ ing, may plainly appear, and manifeſt the 
« work of God upon our hearts to thoſe that 
“ are without, which is not only the way to 
„bring vp the loiterers and gather in the care- 
% leſs ones to their duty, but fetch home and 
« bring in the ſtrangers, and the very enemies 
& of the blefled truth, to confeſs and acknow- 


„ ledge that God is in you and for you of a a 


« truth. _ 
In the firſt 31 I leave you, committing 


% you and yours, and all the Lord's people 
cc amongſt you, my own family and affairs, to ; 
the merciful providence and orderings of our 


* great 
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HISTORY, &e. 


HAP. great and gracious God, that welcomed us in 
xlx. 


med cc 
1708, 


„poor America, with his excellent love and 
precious light, and will J hope once more, and 


remain your loving faithful friend, 


« WILLIAM PENN.” 


Herewith comes your ſchool charter.” 


PI 
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6 
OF THE 


PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS. 


B 6 G KR vt 


From the Accrssron of GREOROR I. to the 
end of the Reign of GEORGE II. 


0 K A P. L 


| King George I. aſcends the Throne of Great Britain. 
= —Adareſs of the People called Quakers to him. — 
G. Whitehead”s ſpeech to the Prince of Wales, — 

Act for our Affirmation renewed.— Rebellion in 
Scotland. Quelled. — Quakers* Addreſs upon 
that Occaſun.—Life and Character of Samuel . 

mn. | 


IMMEDIATELY after Queen Anne's de-CH AP. 


. ceaſe, the privy council aſſembled, and the Earl 1. 
of Dorſet was appointed to carry to Hanover the "> 


ol 
information of the king's acceſſion ; who ſoon at- Kia Ge. L 
ter left his German dominions, repaired to Eng- aſcends the 
land, and arrived in London the 20th of Septem- 
ber. 


throne. 


1 
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cHaAP. ber. After his arrival, having declared in coun- 


1714. were relieved from the apprehenſions they had 
conceived, by the meaſures purſued 1n the cloſe 

of the late reign ; many addreſſes of congratula- 
tion were preſented to him, and on the 3d of 
October one was ſent up from the people called 


George our addreſs and acknowledgement; 


5 Joſeph Wyeth read it as followeth : 


5 To George, King of Great Britain &c. 


66 called 1 


2 Great Prince: 


Ab © It having pleaſed Almighty God to en 


the people ce 


George. 


« thy ſon; and for thy happy and uninterrupted 

« ſucceſſion to the crown of theſe realms, which, 
„to the univerſal joy of thy faithful ſubjects, 
„ hath ſecured to thy people the proteſtant ſuc- 

* ceſſion 


1. cil his firm purpoſe to maintain the toleration in 
—— favour of proteſtant diſſenters, whereby they 


Quakers, which was delivered by George White 
head, accompanied by ſeveral friends, who were 
introduced by Lord Townſend, one of the ſecre- 
taries of ſtate. When George Whitehead preſent- 5 
ing the addreſs to the King, he introduced it 
with this preface, We are come in behalf of 
<« the people called Quakers, to preſent to King 


may it be favourably received.” After which 


" The humble Addreſs of the people commonly : 


allad Ga. theſe kingdoms of our late gracious Queen, we 
kersto King do in great humility approach thy royal pre- 
„ ſence, with hearts truly thankful to Divine 
« Providence for thy ſafe arrival with the prince 


« 
te 
cc 


«cc 


cc 
cc 
40 
ce 


ce 


cc 
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66 
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cc 
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ceſſion, and diſſipated the juſt apprehenſions C HAF. 


we were under of loſing thoſe religious and 1. 
civil liberties which were granted to us oy SEN 
law in the reign of King William III. whoſe 74 
memory we mention with great gratitude and 
affection, We are alſo in duty obliged, thank- 

fully to acknowledge thy early aud gracious 
declaration in council, wherein thou haſt, in 
princely and chiiſtian expreſſions, manifeſted 

thy juſt ſenſe of the ſtare of thy people, and 
which we hope will make all degrees of thy 
ſubjects ealy. 


“ And as it hath been our known Prltelple 


to live peaceably under government, ſo we 
hope it will always be our practice, through 


God's aſſiſtance, to approve ourſelves, with 
hearty . ay faithful and dutiful ſub- 
Tm 


May the wonderful counſellor and great 
«© preſerver of men guide the king by 
his divine wiſdom, protect him by his 
% power, give him health and length of 
« days here, and eternal felicity hereaf- 
* ter. And fo bleſs his royal offspring, 
that they may never fail to adorn the 
6 throne with a ſucceſlor endowed with 
ho piety. and virtue.” 


To which the + Khig returned the following | 


«Cc 


Antwer : : 


« } am well ſatisfied with the 3 of The King's 


duty you expreſs in your addreſs, and you Aer. 


may be aſtured of n may protection ?? 
Atter 
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G. White- 
head's 

ſpeech to 

the Prince, 66 


TY 
cc 
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After the addreſs was read, George White- 


head ſpoke to this effect: 


„Thou art 8 to us, King George, 


we heartily wiſh thee health and happineſs, 
and thy fon the prince alſo. King William 
III. was a happy inſtrument in putting a ſtop. 
to perſecution, by promoting toleration, which 


being intended for the uniting of the king's 
proteſtant ſubjects in intereſt and affection, 


it hath ſo far that effect, as to make them 


more kind to one another; even among the 


differing perſuaſions, than they were when 
perſecution was on foot. We defire the king 
may have further knowledge of us and our inno- 
cency ; and that to hve a peaceable and quiet 
lite in all godlineſs and honeſty, under the king 
and his government, 18 according to our PE 


ciple and practice.” 


When George had thus ff poken, his name 
was aſked, which he told; _ having a deſire 
to ſee the prince, one of bis gentlemen intro- 
duced theſe friends into a chamber, where the 
prince met them, to whom Forge {poke as 
follows: 


„ We take it as a favour that we are thus 


admitted to ſee the Prince of Wales, and 


truly are very glad to ſee thee; having de- 
livered our addreſs to the king thy royal fa- 


ther, and being deſirous to give thyſelf a viſit 
in true love, we very heartily wiſh health 


and happineſs to you both; and that if it 


ſhould pleaſe God thou ſhouldit ſurvive thy 
father and come to the throne, thou mayſt 
enjoy tranquillity and peace. I am perſuaded, 


« that 
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that if the king thy father and thyſelf do ſtand e HAP 
for the toleration for liberty of conſcience to be 1. 
“kept inviolable, God will ſtand by you. May vo 
“king Solomon's choice of wiſdom be thy choice, 1715. 
with holy Job's integrity and compaſſion to 
te the oppreſſed, and the ſtate of the righteous 
„ ruler commended by king David, viz. © He 
that ruleth over men muſt be juft, ruling in 
© the fear of God, and he ſhall be as the light 
* the morning when the ſun riſeth, even a 
morning without rain, as the tender graſs 
« ſpringing out of the earth by clear ſhining after 
RG." „„ 7 ONE 
This ſpeech was favourably received. 


cc 


(e 


In the next year 1715 the term of the act Affirmation 


for accepting the ſolemn affirmation of the! 
people called ers being nearly expired, 
a bill was brought into the houſe of commons 
on the 7th of third month, O. S. commonly 
called May, for renewal thereof, which was 
paſſed by the ſaid houſe without limitation of 
ume, and conſequently was made perpetual. 
In the houſe of lords an additional clauſe was 
inſerted, that the like indulgence ſhould be 
extended to the northern part of Great Bri- 
' tain, called Scotland, and to the plantations 
belonging to the crown of Great Britain for 
five years, and to the end of the next ſeſſion 
of parliament. This amendment was agreed to 
by the commons, and received the royal aſſent 
the laſt day of the ſame month. But the affir- 
mation was yet continued in the original form, 
which many friends ſtill ſcrupled to avail them- 
| ſelves of, by reaſon of their apprehenſions 
B M + tt 
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CHAP, What it appeared too near the nature of an 
oath. 
Fett the Route diſpdſition of the pre- 


IM ſent ſovereign and the preſent government to- 


I, 


| Extract 


from 3 


yearly 


meeting 
5 


'< with the favour God hath given us in the 


eyes of the king and the government, for 


ce 


5 cc 


(„ 


HIS T ORT or'.rHt. 


wards this people, made deep impreſſions of 


atitude on their minds, which drew from 


them the following exhortation in their epiſtle, 
from the yearly men held in London about 
that time: 


5 8 The hon. our God; who! for the ſake of 


- 66 
Fe - 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


his heritage, hath often. heretofore rebuked 


and limited the raging waves of the ſea, 


hath, bleſſed be his name, mercifully diſ- 
verſed the cloud threatening a ſtorm, which 


lately ſeemed to hang over us; which together 


the free enjoyment of our religious and civil 


liberties, call for true thankfulneſs to him. 
And humbly to pray to almighty God for 
the King and thoſe in authority, for his 
and their ſafety and defence, is certainly our 
chriſtian duty, as well as to walk inoſfenſwely 
as a grateful people. = 


The change of minifters and mcalales. in ho 


latter end of the late reign had created much 
diſſenſion amongſt the people; and while a cry 


- was raiſed for the populace to follow, that ths 
Church was in danger, many began to fear 
that the proteſtant ſucceſſion was in danger, 


and the partiſans of the late King James flat- 


tered themſelves with hopes, that way might be 


made for the Pretender to obtain the Crown; 
but the ſudden death of the Queen damped 


their 


1 
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their ſanguine expectations; for the friends to © HA F. 
the houſe of Hanover took their meaſures ſo 7: 
wiſely, that George the Firſt was immediatel 
proclaimed King as already intimated. Vet 1715. 
notwithſtanding his juſtice and mildneſs, the diſ- 
appointed party retained and fomented diſcon- 

tent, and endeavoured to diſturb his govern- 
ment. The clamour of the church's being in 
danger was revived; jealouſies were excited, 
ſeditious libels diſperſed, and the populace ſti- 
mulated to riot and hatred of the diſſenters, * 

by which means, when they hoped the num- 


2 ber 


* Thomas Story in the courſe of his travels came to Oxford 
on the 28th 3me (called May) this year, and gives the follow- 
ing account of a riot in that city, ** That in the evening a great 
mob of ſcholars and others aroſe, and gutted (as they called 
it) the Preſbyterian meeting houſe, that is, they broke all the 
windows, doors, benches, wainſcots and ſeats, carrying them 4 
away, and burning and deſtroying them, which made a | [yl 
great uproar in the city. KY 
Friends having heard that they intende1 to uſe our meet- | * | 
ing-houſe as they had done that of the Preſbyterians, an ad- *= Ig 
vertiſement thereof was drawn up in writing, directed to —_ 
the mayor, and ſent by a friend; bur the mayor being abſent _ 
at the time, it was left with his ſervant, who promiſed to TR 
give it him as ſoon as he came: Ir contained alſo a requelt | 1 
to the mayor, to protect us againſt the intended violence, as 1 
the chief civil magiſtrate of the city; but we received no 
benefit by our application, as the ſequel proved. | 
« After the meeting we returned to our quarters ; and 
about nine in the evening, hearing a great noiſe of the mob 
at a diſtance, we had ſoon an account that they were uſing 
our meeting-houſe, as they had done that of the Prefbyterians 
« the night before: They broke in by violence, and took 
away all the forms and ſeats that were looſe, and ſuch as 
were faſt round the houle they broke; they took away the 
doors alſo off the hinges, and burned them, with part of the 
wainſcot, in their bonfire : They broke the windows and 
ſtanchers, and the room next the meeting-houſe they abuſed 
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CHAP.her of male-contents was ſufficiently encreaſed, 
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1715. 


they began to act more openly. 
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The 


and defaced, ſo that the whole was all ruined and deſtroyed 5 
* except the walls and tiling. Vet all this did not cool their 


«KK 


rage, for they broke into the dwelling-houſe of our anti- 
ent friend Thomas Nichol:'s daughter, who was a widow, 
where Thomas alſo was; and under pretence of ſearching 
for a young nobleman, who, they ſaid, was murdered and 


hid there, or ſomewhere thereabout (though there was no 


ſuch thing at all, only they put on this ſenſeleſs cover for 
their wickedneſs). They broke all the windows, and threw 
in ſome hundred weight of ſtones and dirt, covering the beds 


therewith, breaking ſeveral things in the rooms, making 


great deſtruction and ſhedding ſome blood. From thence 


they went to the Baptiſt meeting-houſe, and deſtroyed it in 
like manner; and as they came up the ſtreet from that piece 
of miſchief, I lodging with young Thomas Nichols, we ex- 
pected the ſame ufage as the widow, his ſiſter, had mer 
with, and therefore got for ſafety into the ſtair-caſe, he, 
his wife and little children, my companion and I, and there 


« ſat out of the way of the ſtones: and as they came upto the 


« houſe, they let fly their volley, broke all the windows, and 
paſſed on without doing any more harm : But this I obſery- 
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ed, that as Satan raged in them before they came, blowing 


them up into a temper fit for the action, Truth in our minds 


filled us with divine love and conſolation, ſo that we were 
without any fear or amazement of what they could do far- 


ther. By the time all was over, it was about two in the 


morning; and there came in {ome of the ſober neighbours, 


who gave us ſome of the mob's unreaſonable reaſons for 


their violence and outrage, as they had collected them, in 


diſcourſing with ſome of them. They ſaid that ſome of the 


low party, on the ſeventh day afternoon, being at a tavern 


in town, there drank healths and confuſions ; and talked of 


burning the late Queen's picture and Sacheverel's, and in 


. 


revenge of this, they gutted the Preſbyterian meeting-houſe, 


and their pretence for uſing us in the ſame manner was, be- 


cauſe we voted for the low members of the preſent parlia- 
40 | | | | 


ment.“ 
| I have 
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This ſpirit of turbulence and diſaffection ſoon © H Ar. 
broke out into open rebellion in Scotland, and 1. 

the national diſcontent was, by his partiſans, ſo 

exaggerated to the Pretender, as to induce him 1 

to make preparations to put himſelf at the in Scotland. 
head of the inſurgents, in which he was pri- 

vately aſſiſted by Lewis XIV. King of France, 

who dying about this time, the rebellion loſt _ 

its ſupport from that kingdom. The Duke of 

Orleans being appointed Regent during the 

young king's minority, had entered into en- 

gagements with king George, and is ſuppoſed 

to have rather contributed to defeat than to 
promote it. However, the Pretender at laſt The Preten- 

landed in Scotland and was crowned there. er“ 
e Cn wo Opt, But 


T have no doubt but rumours of this kind might be 
circulated by the contrivers and inſtigators of this tumult; but 
it ſeems to be principally intended, as an act of celebrating the 
feſtival of the Refloration, it being on the 29th of zue, O. 8. 
called May, and alſo the firſt day of the week, on which day, 
conſidering the temper of the time (of which this riot is but one 
ſpecimen) and the ſpirit of many of the public teachers, and 
the uſual topics inſiſted on in their diſcourſes on this day, it is 
rather more than probable, their ſermons had no wee | 


allay this ferment, but the contrary. 


Thomas Story proceeds, We went the next morning to 
view the ruins of our meeting-houſe, and our friend 
Nichols's ; and as we were at the former, I ſtood upon a ſmall 
eminence, and Jooking over the ruins (many ſcholars and 
other people being there) I ſaid pretty loudly, ſo that all 
might hear, can theſe be the eſfects of religion and learning ! 
Upon which ſeveral of the ſcholars hung down their heads; 
but none anſwered. Then Thomas Nichols, the younger, 
made a ſhort ſpeech, but very cloſe, reminding them of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, that ic was the ſame ſpirit that now 
wrought in them, which brought deſtruction on thoſe 
cities: To which chey replied, it was the mob, and it was 
ill done; but ſome others ſaid, they themſelves were that 
mob, and would be met with one day.“ 
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CHAP. But previouſly to his arrival, one party of the 

Is 
Foe: ed to Preſton in Lancaſhire, were there beſieged, 
Mblelion defeated and taken priſoners; and the ſame 
quelled. day their main body under the command of 
the Earl of Marr, met with a check, where- 


by they were diſperſed. The Pretender's ex- 
pectation thus failing, and findin 


to vichſtand the forces advancing againſt him, he 


fought ſecurity in a ſpeedy. Cetxeny to Fee 


which put an end to the rebellion. 


I his rebellion, thus ſucceſsfully exterminae? 
ed, brought many addreſſes of congratulation 


to the king, and among the reſt the people 


called Quakers drew up an addreſs from their 
yearly meeting, which they preſented to the king 


on the laſt day of the third month, O. S. called 
May, this year ; being introduced by the Earl of 
Mancheſter, G. Whitehead ſpake ii in ſubſtance a8 


falloweth : 
That in the. annual alſſfembly held pe the 


religious concerns of their ſociety, endeavour- 
ing to promote and put in practice the duties 
of religion profeſſed by them, the ſenſe of the 


great deliverance had ſuch a weight upon their 


minds, that they were willing to expreſs it in an 


addreſs to King George, whom God by his pro- 
vidence had brought hither and preferred, ſo 


that he could well ſay, he was George by the 
grace of God, King of Great Britain, &c. And 


that as men carried that ſaying ſtamped on the 


money in their pockets, ſo it was to be wiſhed 


1 . be antes in the Hefen of the ſub- 
1 7 


Hereupon 


rebels having entered England, and advanc- 


g no proba- 
dility of drawing together an army ſufficient 
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Hereupon tlie addreſs was preſented and CHAP, 
read as follows : : 8 | FL I. 
5 1— pn / 


8 To Oye King of Great Britain, be. 7 7 OM 


The chumble Addreſs: of the Prople called 
oy Quakers, from their yearly Meeting in 

London, the 26th day of the chiba month, 
called May, 1716. 205 | 


« May it pleaſe the King, 


0 WE thy faithful and ö ſubjects Quakers 
6 being met in this our annual aflembly, do 1 
hold ourſelves obliged, in point of principle os. 
_ <:ang;: gratitude, . rather than by formal and 
frequent addreſſes, humbly and openly to 
acknowledge the manifold bleſſings and kind 
e providences of God, which have attended 
„ theſe kingdoms ever. ſince ay nappy" acceſſion 
to the throne. 

„ And as our e effeftually enjoins us. 
< obedience to. the ſupreme authority, ſo it 

« is with great ſatisfaction we pay it to a 
prince, whoſe juſtice, clemency and modera- 

% tion cannot but endear, and firmly unite 
the hearts and affections of all his true myomet- 
tant ſubjects. 

We are therefore {breofully along. with 
the unhappineſs of thoſe our countrymen, 
who have fo little gratitude or goodneſs as 

to be uneaſy under ſo juſt and mild an ad- 

„ miniſtration ; nor can we reflect on the late 
6e unjuſt and utinatural- rebellion; without con- 
„ cluding the promoters and actors thereof were 
© men — and hurried by ee an evil 


„ ſpirit, 
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CHAP. ce ſpirit as would lay waſte and deſtroy both the 
| civil and 8 liberties of theſe proteſtant 


nations 


< Andas God, the Lord of Hoſts, hath moſt 


ſignally appeared to the confounding that 
black conſpiracy; ſo we pray his good pro- 


vidence may always attend the King's coun- 
cils and undertakings, to the eſtabliſhing his 
throne in righteouſneſs and peace, and making 


his houſe a ſure houſe. 


Permit us therefore, great Prince, to lay 
hold of this opportunity to approach thy royal 
e preſence, with our hearty thanks to the king 


and great council for all the privileges and li- 


berties we enjoy. To behold a prince upon 
the throne, ſolicitous for the eaſe and happineſs 
of his people beyond any other views, ſo 
* heightens our ſatisfaction and joy, that we 
* want: words to expreſs our full ſenſe thereof. 
And therefore we can do no leſs than aſſure the 
king, that as it is our duty to demean ourſelves 
towards the king's perſon and government 
with all faithful obedience, ſo we are deter- 
mined, by divine aſſiſtance, devoutly and 
heartily to pray the God and Father of all our 
mercies, to vouchſafe to the king a long, 
peaceable and proſperous reign ; and that when 


it ſhall pleaſe the Almighty to remove from us 


there may not want a branch of thy royal fami- 


ly endowed with wiſdom and virtue to fill the 
throne, till time ſhall be no more,” | 


To heh addreſs the King returned the follow- | 


;- 75 2 Anſwer, . 
1 thank you for the aſſurance of äuty and 


« afeion to my perſon and government, con- 
$6 tained 


it to himſelf, 


. es wk 0: 
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e tained in this addreſs; and yau may * CHAP. 
depend upon my prote&tion.” 1. 
This year died Samuel Waldenfield, a member 1715. 
and miniſter of this ſociety, highly eſteemed for 
his virtuous converſation and his religious ſer- 
vices, both in the city of London and its neigh- 
bourhood, and other parts where he was well 
| known. He was born about the year 1652 at Ed- 
mundſbury in Suffolk; was religiouſly inclined 
from his youth, and for ſome time a hearer of 
the independents. 
| He was convinced of the principles of the peo- 
ple called Quakers, by the powerful miniſtry of 
Giles Barnadiſton, and received the truth in the 
love thereof; as he became obedient to the grace 
of God to which he was recommended, he was 
inſtructed and enabled thereby to lead a ſober 
and godly life, and to poſſeſs his earthly taber- 
nacle in ſanctification and honour,, 
About the year 1672 he was called to the work 
of the miniſtry, in the diſcharge whereof he was 
_ zealous and indefatigable. He travelled in this 
ſervice in England, Scotland, Ireland and Ger- 
many, by an account he kept, near 40,000 miles to 
the year 1703, and conſiderably from that time 
to his death; and his lively miniſtry, through 
the divine bleſſing proſpering his labours, was 
made effectual to the convincement of many, and 
turning them from darkneſs unto light, who were 
as ſeals to the efficacy thereof. 
In the year 1684 he married and ſettled in Lon- 
don, and continued faithful and diligent inthework 
to which he was called, when at liberty; for 
although by the time he became a reſident in 
London and eminent for ſervice in the ſociety, 
perſecution 
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CHAP. perſecution was abated, he did not eſcape a ſhare 
in the ſufferings of the ſeaſon. At the ſeſſions 


held at the Old Baily in the 1oth month 1683, he, 


in company of ſundry others, who, with him, 
had been taken from a peaceable- meeting in 
White-hart-court, was tried for a riot, and by a 


jury of this age, when juries were modelled to 


the temper and influence of the bench, was, with 


the reſt, brought in guilty, fined «. and com- 
mitted to priſon for non-payment. A proſecution 


was alſo commenced againſt him on the ſtatute 23 
Eliz. for 20l. a month for abſence from the eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip 1 in the year 1686; but by * King 


James's order 'to the Attorney General, a ſtop 
was put to that proſecution and others of the kind, 


25 before related. | 
After this he continued frequent i in his enbdels 

abroad, in religious viſits to his friends in moſt | 

of the counties of England, and more frequently 

in the eaſtern parts. Being clear in expreſſion, 

animated with lively zeal, and reaching the wit- 


neſs in the conſciences of friends and others, his 
miniſtry was very acceptable and edifying, by 


means whereof, and of his ſolid, cirecumſpect and 
3 converſation, adorning and confirm- 


ing it, he obtained the eſteem of his friends 
abroad and at home. 


In or about the year 1706, Joatitig in eat 


hi removed his reſidence from the city of Lon; . 
don to Bufſh-hill in Middleſex ;' yet when the 


ſtate of his health admitted, he continued his 


travels and his aſſiſtance with friends of the city, 


in their ſervice for the relief of their ſuffering 
friends, and whe Peng from fucks 2p 


1 


* 
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he was exemplary in a conſtant attendance of the CHAP. 


meetings adjacent to him. 

He was eminently ſerviceable in the diſcipline of 
the lociety, as well as in his public miniſtry, having 
a zealous concern en his mind for the preſerva- 
tion of friends in a confiſtency with their profeſ- 


ſion, that the teſtimony of truth might be kept 


up in all the branches thereof; that pride and 

libertiniſm in principle and practice might be 

diſcouraged and ſuppreſſed: That thoſe who act 

as rulers in the church, ſhould be men of truth, 

fearing God and hating covetouſneſs; and that 
all the members of the Tociety might be careful 

to maintain juſtice and truth in all their dealings 
amongſt men. 


His cireumſpect penndlixt ne his profeſſion 


of religion, and acquired reputation to the ſocie- 
ty of which he was a member, ſo that many, 


who through prejudice, had entertained an un- 
favourable and contemptuous opinion of it, by 
their acquaintance and converſation with him, 
were brought to change their ſentiments con- 
cer ning i it. | 

He was confined about two months before his 
deceaſe, and although his pain was often great, 


he was ſupported with remarkable patience, and 
was frequently very cheerful, though his end 


drew near; for death was no terror to him, the 
ſting thereof being taken away, having the com- 
fortable evidence, that he had through life been 


mindtul of his final change, and ordered his con- 


verſation with a view to make it a tranſition to 
everlaſting felicity. So that in the retroſpection 


of his paſt time he could ſay, as he did in much 


tenderneſs, I have done the work of my day; 1 
feel peace of conſcience ; ; 1 have wronged no man; 1 


have 
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CH AP. have received a great deal of wrong and injury, 
mn 


but I forgive all, and I defire the Lord to forgive 


— them alſo. I die in charity with all the world. 
1715. At another time he ſaid, J have endeavoured to 


live inoffen/rvely towards God and Man. And now 


I have no occaſion to repent that I have endeavoured 


to live well; and as I have nothing to boaſt of, I 
Have no occaſion to complain. All is well. 
Many other lively expreſſions and weighty ex- 
hortations he uttered, very affecting and edifying 
to thoſe to whom they were addreſſed. He con- 


tinued in a ſerene compoſed frame of mind to the 


laſt, and died in great peace the 7th of the 8th 


month 1715, and left a good report behind him: 


And being greatly beloved, and much reſpeQed 


by people of divers profeſſions, his funeral had a 


numerous attendance from Devonſhire-houſe 


meeting place, to the burial ground at Bunhill- 


fields. 
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Afpirmation AA renewed.— Meaſures of Sede 


ment to moderate party heats.— Biſpop Hoadly's 
two Sermons and proceedings thereupon.—Repeal 


/ Occaſional Conformity and Schiſm Atts.—South 
Sea Scheme. —Petition to Parliament for a form 
of Affirmation which might be eaſy to all Friends. 
— Solicitations to procure the paſſing of an Act for 
that purpoſe. —Paſſed by the Commons.—IWarmly 
debated in the Houſe of Lords. - Petition again/t 

it. Paſſed by the Lords. —-Tearly Meeting”s 
acknowledgment of the favour, —Epi/tle of Cau- 

tion concerning the uſe thereof. — Account of Geo. 


Whitehead.—Caſe of ſome Friends in New-Eng- 


land appointed to aſſeſs Taxes.—Death F King 


(rearge . 


| Taz paſſing of the Act of Toleration, and the CHA P. 
II. 


effectual eſtabliſhment thereof under the legal 


rule of the Princes of the Hanoverian line, having * 
exempted the people called Quakers of this age 78. 


from moſt of the grievous ſufferings to which 


thoſe of the preceding age were expoſed; and 


having thereby obtained a ſettlement in quietude, 
their affairs furniſh fewer materials for hiſtory than 
heretofore : yet there ſtill remained ſome ſubjects 
of ſuffering from which the Toleration did not ex- 
empt them, particularly their ſcruple to pay 
tithes and other eccleſiaſtical demands. And 
although the legiſlature had in ſome degree en- 

deavoured to give them eaſe | 1 reſpect to [wear- 


ing, 
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C HAP. i ing, yet the form of affirmation preſcribed by the 
IT. 


„** .. part of the ſociety, that they 


had not freedom to make uſe thereof, and there- 


fore ſubmitted to the attendant inconveniencies, 
rather than wound the peace of their own minds. 


Afirmatim In 1715 the act for accepting the ſolemn affir- 


_ renew. mation was renewed without limitation of time; 


although the yearly meeting directed an application 
to be made to parliament, to grant the ſociety 
a form of affirmation which might be eaſy to 
all friends, the temper of the time did not yet 
favour ſuch a conceſſion: An opportunity for 
further relief did not occur till the year 1721. 


In the intermediate time, the king (and the 
rulers under him) perceiving the diſaffection of 
the party diſtinguiſhed by the denomination of 
high-church and tories, and their propenſity to 
ſtir up thoſe riots and tumults which had, ſince 
the beginning of his reign, been nouriſhed and 
fomented to perplex his government, diſturb 


the public peace, and finally terminated in the 


late rebellion in favour of a popiſh pretender : 


And after it was quelled, their endeavours bein 


ſtill exerted to keep alive a ſpirit of diſcontent, it 


Meaſures of Was judged neceſſary to clip the wings of the high- 
government flying eccleſiaſtics in particular, by i imitating the 


to moderate 


party heat. the judicious conduct of the late King William, 


in ſelecting the moſt temperate and diſpaſſionate 


men amongſt them to fill the dignities and high- 


eſt ſtations in the church; who being men of mo- 
deration themſelves, might be inſtrumental to 


diffuſe a ſpirit of greater moderation among the 


inferior orders, than they had hitherto manifeſt- 


ed; 


firſt affirmation- act, and continued in the ſuc- 
ceeding acts, as before obſerved, was ſo uneaſy 
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ed; or to diſcountenance and check the violence c H A Þ. Gi 

of their diſpoſition to revive and keep alive party 11. 4 

heats. | I" 

One of theſe exerted his talents for this purpoſe ns un 

in a particular manner. Benjamin Hoadly biſhop two dy i 

of Bangor, a man of liberal ſentiments, a clear mon, and A 

head, and found underſtanding, had publiſhed hare. .. — 

two performances, which had given great offence 8 

to his brethren the clergy ; eſpecially thoſe who q' | 
were jealous of every prerogative to which they | 
* FF advanced their groundleſs claims. One was en- R 
8 titled, A preſervative againſt the principles and L; 
practices of the nonjurors. The other was a ſer- | 
mon preached before the King at the chapel | 
royal, under the title of the nature of the King- | 


dom of Chriſt, in which, I have underſtood, the 
two principal points inſiſted upon are, that the 
miniſters of the goſpel, as ſuch, have no autho- 
rity to buiy themſelves in ſecular government; 
nor the magiſtrate to puniſh men for matters of 
religion, which, although conſidered difpaſſion- 
ately, are almoſt ſelf-evident propoſitions ; yet at 
this time, when the people's paſſions were more 
conſulted than their reaſon, and violently heated 
in favour of high-church, theſe diſcourſes rouſed 
the whole hoſt of high-prieſts to combat propoſi- 
tions the moſt reaſonable, which they imagined 
had a tendency to expole the illegality of their 
claims. The lower houſe of convocation, when 
they met, took up the matter with marks of great 
offence and reſentment, and appointed a com- 
mittee of fix of their members to examine the 
Biſhop's publications, who drew up a repreſenta- 
tion, in which the Preſervative and Sermon. were 
cenſured, "ag: 55 tending to ſubvert all awe) 
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CHAP.*< and diſcipline in the church of Chriſt ; to re. 


* duce his kingdom to a ſtate of anarchy and 
* confuſion ; to impugn and impeach the royal 
* ſupremacy in cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and the 


authority of the legiſlature, zo enforce obedience 


© in matters of religion by civil ſanctions.” How 
far their indignation againſt this liberal prelate 
and his rational doctrine might have carried them, 
they were deprived of the power of diſcovering ; 
for the king and his miniſters ſeem to have con- 
ceived a more favourable opinion of the Biſhop 
and his performances, and therefore reſcued him 


out of their hands, by an immediate prorogation 
of the convocation, which hath not been permit- 


being now upon equal terms with his gent, oo 
who were a numerous body, and having truth and 
' reaſon on his ſide, ably defended himſelf and his 
doctrine againſt them all, with manifeſt advan- 
tage. This controverſy, wiſely conducted on 
his part, tended to open the eyes of many peo- 
ple, to fee the invalidity of clerical claims to un- 
authorized dominion and power, and proved a 
very ſeaſonable antidote to that ſpirit of tumult 
and intemperate riot, which, through their inſti- 
gation, had long infected the injudicious rabble 


1718. 
Repeal of 
the acts 


ted to fit and do buſineſs ſince that period. 


This inflamed the controverſy ; but the biſhop 


nd others to public diſorder and private in- 
jury. 


In the ſucceeding year the high-churchmen 
met with another mortification, by the repeal of 


againſt oc- the act againſt occaſional conformity and the 
cCaſional 


conformity 
and the 
growth of 
ſchiſm. 


growth of ſchiſm, which two acts they had pro- 


cured during their predominancy in the latter 
end of Queen Anne's reign, which the biſhop 


of 
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of Bangor (in the debate) conſidered in effect CHAP. 
** perſecuting laws, becauſe, by admitting the 1. 
principle of ſelf-preſervation and ſelf. Acne 19 
in matters of religion, all the perſecutions 21 
maintained by the heathens againſt the pro- N 
feſſors of chriſtianity, and even the popiſh „ 
inquiſition might be juſtified. With reſpe&t 14 
to the power, of which ſo many clergymen 14 
appeared to be ſo fond and zealous, he 4 
owned, the deſire of power and riches was 5 
natural to all men; but that he had learn- 
* ed, both from reaſon and from the goſpel, = 
that this muſt be kept within due bounds, Ki 
and not entrench upon the rights and li- 
„ berties of their fellow-creatures and coun- 
„ trymen.” This bill of repeal met with great 
0 oppoſition from the high party in both houſes, 
| but at laſt was paſſed. _ 
Theſe tranſactions tended to leſſen the power 
and influence of the high clergy and their 
_ partiſans: And to leave the king at liberty 
to follow the impulſe of his liberality and be- 
nevolence, in ſecuring to all his ſubjects their 
eee rights of civil and religious liberty, 
which encouraged the people called Quakers 
I to hope for the favourable opportunity they 
| waited for, to procure a ſolemn affirmation in 
that ſimplicit y of form, which might afford them 
univerſel relief. 
In this year died at his feat at Ruſhcomb Walle 
near Twyford in Buckinghamſhire, William b , 
Penn, Hake. he 1 Penſylvania; 3 he had been charter. 
for ſome years in a declining ſtate. So long 


before as the year 1712, he had three ſucceſſive 
oi, . - ts. 
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CHAP. gg, fu ppoſed to be apoplectic, by the laſt of 


Which (although beyond all probability of ex- 


8. pectation he ſurvived it) his underſtanding and 


memory were very much impaired, ſo as to 
render him incapable of public action for the 


future. And notwithſtanding the intermiſſion 
of his intellectual faculties, and the progreſſive 


failure of his memory, his love to religion 
and ſenſe of religious enjoyments apparently 
continued with him; for he often went in his 
chariot to the meeting at Reading, and there 


ſometimes uttered ſhort, but very ſound and 
ſavoury expreſſions. One morning preparing 


to go to meeting, he expreſſed his deſire to 


the Lord, that they might receive ſome good 


from bim: And though he continued declin- 


ing from year to year in his memory and 
underſtanding, he ſtill expreſſed himſelf ſenſi- 
bly at times. In the year 1716 ſome of his 
friends, who came to viſit him, taking their 


leave, he ſaid, © My love 1s with you, the 
& Lord preſerve you, and remember me in the 
« everlaſting covenant !”” Thus, in the ab- 


 Tence of his mental powers, and in his even- 
ing repoſe, his piety and innocency of heart 
were ſtill diſcernible as the RANK. quali- 


ies in him. 


After a continued Pere, gradual dectenfion for 


about ſix years, his body drew near to its diſſo- 


lution, and on the Zoth day of the fifth month 
1718, in the 74th year of his age, his ſoul, 

prepared for a more glorious habitation, for- 
| ſook the decayed tabernacle, which was interred 


the 5th of the ſixth month following, at Jordans 
in Buckinghamſhir e. 


For 
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For if a life of pure religion exerted active- C HA P. 
11. 


ly in a conſtant tenour of beneficence and good 
will to men, faithfully diſcharging his relative 


| duties, religious, moral, and political in every ſta- 
tion of life; and paſſively i in patient acquieſcence 
in the divine will, and the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, in all his trials and ſufferings (of 


which he had his ſhare) a ſimple e on 
divine ſupport under them, and on divine pro— 


tection and power to work his deliverance, 
can recommend to the favour of God: If 
fighting the good fight of faith, and therein 


being made conquerors and more than con— 


querors over all our ſpiritual enemies through 
him that loved us, entitle, in any wiſe to the 


crown of righteouſneſs, can we doubt his being 
made a partaker of the promiſe of Chriſt ; 


being well known and generally admitted. 
His writings (comprifed in two volumes folio) 
are a ſtanding evidence of a clear head and a 
good heart; the inſtitutions of his province, 


of the depth of his underſtanding ; and the 
undeviating integrity of his life, of the purity 
of his mind: and all his qualifications, natural 


and acquired, applied to promote the intereſts of 


religion and virtue, eſtablith his character on a 
baſis firmer than written panegyrics. 


N 2 The 


Io him that overcometh, 
will I grant to fit with me in my throne, 
c as I alſo overcame- and am let down 
« with my father in his throne.” The ac- 
count of his convincement and early trou- 
bles therein, and the outlines of his principal 
tranſactions in life have been deſcribed in courſe. 
To expatiate on the eminency of his charac- 
ter ſeems ſuperfluous, the excellency thereof 
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CHAP. 
JI. 
— 


1720. 
South Sea 
Scheme. 


Ir oer THE 


The parliament being taken up with various 


matters of public importance, particularly in 


1720, the inveſtigation of the fraudulent practice 
in the ſouth ſea {c heme®, and relieving the ſuf- 
ferers 


An hiſtorian remarks upon this æra to this purport, The 
avarice of the times had encreaſed with the riches and the lux- 
ury of the nation. Commerce introduced fraud, and wealth 


introduced prodigality; and religion, which might i in ſome 


meaſure put a ſtop to theſe evils, was too little regarded. The 


beware of covetouſneſs, (which is idolatry) we are concern- 


whole nation was infected with a ſpirit of avaricious enterprize. 
Goldſmith. 


The le called Quakers endeavoured to guard their 


members from the contagion, by the following cautionary ad- 
vice, in the Epiſtle from their Yearly Meeting, 1720. © As 
* our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift exhorted to take heed and 


« ed, that all profeſſing chriſtianity among us may take heed 


« of pride, covetouſneſs, and haſtening to be rich in this world, 
© which are pernicious, growing evils; let them be warchied 
&« againſt, reſiſted and ſuppreſſed, in the fear and dread of 
* Almighty God, and have no place or countenance in the 
church. O] ye grave elders, both men and women, pray 


© be careful and watchful againſt theſe evils, and over the 


& flock in theſe caſes.” Ard in the Epiſtle - of 1721; 


« Whereas friends were weightily concerned to adviſe and 


* caution, in the laſt yearly Epiſtle, all proſeſſing with us, to 


take heed of pride, covetouſneſs, and haſtening to be rich, 
as pernicious and growing evils; which advice having not 


been duly regarded by ſome, they have been unwarily drawn 
into ſuch things as have tended not only to the diſhonour of 
* God, but alſo their own loſs and forrow. We therefore 


« find ourſelves now again concerned, earneſtly to preſs all 
friends to be diligent in the obſervation thereof: and to in- 


treat that ſuch, who may have been ſo miſled, LF. COME. 20 
a due ſenſe of it, and fincerely repevr. 


And whereas, in our Epiſtle of 1719, we did earneſtly 
* caution againſt defrauding the king of his cuſtoms, duties, 
or exciſe, or encouraging ſuch clandeſtine practices, by buy- 
ing goods reaſcnably ſuſpected to be run; in which advice 

„this 
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ferers thereby, the favourable opportunity the c HA. 


people called Quakers were waiting for, to procure 


Its. 


a law for ſuch form of affirmation, as might be 


more univerſally eaſy to their members, did not 
occur till the next year, when being encouraged 
with hopes of ſuccels, they took ſuch previous ſteps 


as appeared to them expedient to facilitate the pro- 


greſs and paſling of an act for that purpoſe. 
The firſt was an application of Joſeph Wyeth, 
in a letter to the king, which it is ſuppoſed 
was of good ſervice to the cauſe, as he was well 
known and well reſpected by the king, whoſe 


countenance to the application was doubtleſs 


ene contributory to its fuccels. 


The next was a petition to parlament as fol- 


| loweth : 


i The humble petition of the Pepe called 
© Quakers, on behalf of ſuch of their friends 


1720. 


1721. 


* who ſcruple the preſent form of affirmation, | 


„ Sheweth, 


„That they humbly beg, thankfully to re- 
member, that the firſt legal privileges which, 
A people they were favoured with, were 
granted in the reign of King William III. 
4 of happy ener); amongſt which privi- 


6 lager 5 


this meeting having i in that epiſtle been very | particular; doth 


* refer thereunto, and preſs the ſame again; and that friends 
do honeftly and cheerfully pay their tributes to the govern- 
« ment, under which they enjoy protection. And as we warn 
0 againſt che injuſtice aforeſaid, ſo likewiſe againſt all the pro- 
« yoking fins of this age, which draw down the heavy Judg- 


O bo — 
0 ments of God, 
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leges was, that their ſolemn affirmation ſhould 
in certain caſes be accepted inſtead of an 


oath, which being made perpetual in the 


farſt year of our preſent gracious ſovereign, 
they now moſt gratefully acknowledge: That 
they alſo beg leave to obſerve, that many 
of their friends do conſcientiouſly ſcruple 
the preſent form of ſolemn affirmation, where- 
by they have fallen under great ſufferings 


by impriſonment or loſs in their property, 


they being not able to anſwer in courts of 


equity, take probates of wills, prove debts 
on commiſſion of bankruptcies, verify their 


entries on the leather or candle act, take up 


their freedoms in corporations, be admitted 
to their polls on their freeholds, give evidence 
on behalf of others not of their perſua- 
ſion, declare their fidelity to the preſent go- 
vernment, or take the effect of the abjuration 


as by law required, all which they humbly 


conceive are hardſhips, which by theſe acts 


were intended to be removed and prevented. 


The petitioners therefore moſt humbly 


pray, that leave be given to bring in a bill 
for ſuch form of affirmation or declaration 
as may remove theſe difficulties, which many 
of them lie under, or ſuch other relief as 
as you in your wiſdom ſhall ſee meet, And 


your petitioners ſhall pray.” 


The above petition was ſigned by one hundred 


and thirty two friends. 


Beſides 
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Beſides theſe applications, others were made C H Ap. 
by particular friends to ſuch members of both 11. 
houſes, I preſume, as they were acquainted 
with, had influence upon, or were apprehend- 4721. 
ed to be friendly. Thomas Story, in particu- OT 
lar, applied to the Earl of Carliſle, who readi- citthe paſ- 
ly promiſed his intereſt and influence, and de- 
fired his lon, ſtiled the Lord Morpeth, to do 
the ſame in the houſe of commons, of which 
he was a member. He adviſed Thomas to make 
his firſt application to the Earl of Sunderland, 
ſecretary of ſtate, and procured him an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to him. Thomas informed 
| him, „ that though the king, his miniſtry, and 
the parliament intended the people called 
0 Quakers a great favour in perpetuating the 
* affirmation act, as it then ſtood, yet it did 
ce not anſwer the end propoſed ; for a great part 
< of that people could not comply with it, 
the terms, in their apprehenſion, importing a 
difference from the doctrine of Chriſt.” He 
then produced the form of the act, and alſo 
that which the meeting had agreed to, which, 
when the Earl of Sunderland had peruſed, he 
fad, «© You might have had the latter as foon 
as the former if you had applied for it; for 
0 what we did was to ſerve you in your own. 
* way; and you yourſelves ſoliciting for it, we 
e thought we had fully gratified you; and were 
„ informed that a very few of you were diſ- 
“ ſatisfied with that form, and thoſe a fect 
among you, milled by Mr. Penn in diſloy- 
„ alty to the government and in favour to the 
« Pretender, and who did not defire it of the 
56 preſent government, hoping for it by another 


ol 
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ſing the Act. 
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in time; and thoſe who were ſatisfied with 


called Pennites and the other Meadites.“ 


a calumny artfully invented to defame our 


ce ſociety, and render the more diſtreſſed ſuſ- 


pected by the king and government, that we 
might receive no relief; and it is a great 
+ 85 oh Oy 


of 


* Remarks of the like kind were formerly made by King 


William upon the perſonal application of ſome friends to him 
in relation to their ſuffering for tithes, and preparing the way 
for the firſt Affirmation Act. Whereby we may oblerve how 


Princes are frequently impoſed upon, and ſubjeQs miſrepreſent- 


ed, frequently unknown to them, where they have no opportu- 


nity to vindicate themſelves. 'T he King in the courſe of their 


_ converſation, remarked, © Youare a divided people and ſome 
of you difaffected to the government.” Jo which George 


Whitehead and others replied, © As we are a people we are 


« not divided, but in union. Although ſome have ſeparated 


“from us, and therefore are not of us, moſt of theſe were 
« ſome diſorderly perſons, who were therefore denied by us.” 


To the latter charge George Whitehead replied, © Tis an hard 
matter for us to enter into the private affections of perſons 


e 


« without ſome overt act; whereby we do not know that any 


of our friends have manifeſted any diſaffection to the govern- 


ment; for if we did certainly know, that any of theſe in 


660 


« fection to the preſent government, we ſhould certainly diſ- 


own them therein, and give teſtimony againft them. Lis 
true we have been aſperſed and miſrepreſented with ſuch 
nicknames as Meadites and Pennites, as if we ſet up ſect-maſters 
among us, yet we own no ſuch thing, but CHRIS JEsvus to 
be our only Maſter, as we are a chriſtian ſociety and people.“ 
The King appeared ſerious and well ſatisfied, and mango 
them in their applications for relief! in both caſes 


cc 


«c 


+ 
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that form were Mr. Mead's friends, and prin- 
cipled for the revolution and preſent govern- 
ment in the houſe of Hanover; and one ſort 


To this 1 Story replied, „This is only 


communion with us, ſhould in word or deed ſhew any diſaf- 


:" 66 
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„ cruelty and hardſhip. I do not know or ever C HAP. 


heard of any ſuch fect, party or parties among 


us, fo attached to William Penn or William . 


„ Mead, or any other perſon; for we are not a 


oy, people ſubject to be led by ſect-maſters, but 
to follow God and Chriſt only in matters of 


cc 
8 


religion; and as ſuch, the denying of all 
oaths we believe to be a part of our duty. 
And as to thoſe who are among us, who 

cannot comply with the preſent affirmation, 
* I Enow they are as loyal to king George, and 
«© as true to his government, as any of his ſub- 


cc 
£6 


cc 


cc 


been amongſt them in a general way. And 


„the Earl of Carlifle himſelf likewiſe knows, 
„that many of our friends, whom he hath re- 
© heved by his intereſt, who had ſuffered much 


$6 og loyal as any others.“ 


The reſult of this conference was ſuch as gave 
the friends good hope of ſucceſs, as they "bad 
reaſon to believe the Earl of Sunderland would 
be their friend in their application to parlia- 
ment. 
Further applications were made to the duke 
of Somerſet, the biſhops of Canterbury, York, 


and Carliſle, who all behaved courteouily ; but 


the archbiſhop of York ſignified he could not 
befriend them in that caſe. It looks by theſe 


applications, as if the greateſt oppoſition was ex- 
pected 1 in the houle of peers. 


The atorefaid ion being delivered, 


thereof; but it produced a warm debate in the 
| houſe 


jects 1n all his dominions ; ; for I have lately 


tor non-compliance with the affirmation, were 


II. 


the paſſed by 
houſe of commons complied with the requeſt LO 


n1oNs. 
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CHAP. 
II. 
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1. 
W armly de- 
hated in the 
houſe of 
Lords, 


Atterbury, biſhop of Rocheſter, a man of great 
parts and great learning, but ambitious, facti- 


HISTORY or ves 


houſe of peers. Several of the biſhops, who by 
their oppoſition, exceptions and amendments, 
contrived to form the affirmation into the ſub- 
| ſtance of an oath in their own opinions, as was 
confeſſed by ſome of themſelves, and laid the 
foundation for the preſent application, exerted 
their endeavours to prevent the ſucceſs thereof. 


ous and turbulent both in church and ſtate ; the 


champion of the high church party, and a de- 


termined foe to the diſſenting intereſt, reflected 


upon the people called Quakers upon this oc- 


caſion with his accuſtomed acrimony, ſaying, 


he did not know, why ſuch a diſtinguiſhing 


* mark of indulgence ſhould be allowed to a 


< ſet of people who were hardly chriſtians.” o He 


was ſeconded by the Earl of Stafford, Lords 


North and Grey, and the Archbiſhop of Vork; 


theſe were oppoſed by the Earl of Sunderland, 


the Duke of Argyle, White Kennet Biſhop ol 
Peterborough, the Earl of Ilay, and the Earl of --- 


Macklesfield; and the queſtion being put for 


committing the bill, it was carried in the afhr- 


mative by ſixty-four againſt fourteen. On the 
17th, 11. O. S. commonly called January, the 


lords were to go into a grand committee on the 


bill, but were prevented by an unexpected 
petition from ſome of the London clergy, which 


was preſented by the Archbithop of York; and 


Was as follows : : 


0 To 


* Burnet, V Hiſtory of Religions. 


te 


. 
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CHAP. 

** To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual Wo 
* and Temporal in Parliament aflembled. 1721. 


. 


LA) 


The humble“ petition of the Clergy in and 
" about London, with all ſubmiſſion, 


„ Sheweth, 


„ That there is a bill now depending in Fetition of 
« your Lordſhips houſe, entitled, An ad for don Clergy 
granting the people called Ouaters, ſuch a form againſt it. 


6c 
CC 


of aftrmation or declaration, as may remove the 
difficulties, which many of them labour under. 
% Which bill, ſhould it paſs into a law, as 


"It may i in its conſequences nearly affect the 


property 


* That this petition was looked upon in an uoforearable 


light, and as procured to ſerve a purpoſe, by many of the 


peers, is manifeit from the conference, which Thomas Story 
relates, he had with the Duke of Somerſet on the day the bill 
was paſſed. Thomas Story informed him, “ that as he came, 
he heard both univerſities intended to petition againſt the 
“ bill, as the clergy in and about London had already done, 


„which might occaſion much trouble and delay.“ The Duke 
replied, © perhaps Oxford may attempt ſomething that way, 


being influenced by tne Biſhops of York, Cheſter, Rocheſ- 


« ter, and the reſt of that ſort ; but if they ſhould, they are 
108 obnoxious. As to Cambridge they bave done nothing, 


« There are a ſet of fellows calling chemſelves the clergy in 


and about London, who have ſent 1 in a petition, wherein 


5 they pretend to blame both houſes of parliament for encou- 


« raging a ſect, which they rank with Turks, Jews and other 


4 Infidels; as ; we were to be impoſed upon by them, and 
« recelve their dictates, or knew not what to do without their 
directions: Beſides we do not know who they are; for there 

are five hundred of the clergy in and about London, and we 
find only forty-one names to their petition, and theſe very 
6 obſcure.” 
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property of the ſubject in general, ſo it will 


in a more eſpecial manner, endanger the 


legal maintenance of the clergy by tithes; 
inaſmuch as the people called Quakers pre⸗ 
tend to deny the payment upon a principle 
of conſcience; and therefore as your petiti- 


oners apprehend, may be under ſtrong in- 
ducements to eaſe their conſciences in that 


reſpect, by violating them in another, when 
their ſimple affirmation in behalf of friends 
of the ſame perſuaſion ſhall paſs in all courts 
of judicature for legal evidence. 

«© However, the injuries that your petitioners 


in their private affairs may pollibly ſuffer, 
are, as they ought to be, of ſmall account 


with them, in compariſon of the miſchiefs 


which may redound to ſociety from the in- 
dulgence intended, as it ſeems to imply, that 
juſtice may be duly adminiſtered, and go- 


vernment ſupported, without the intervention 
of a ſolemn appeal to God, as a witneſs of 
the truth of what is faid, by all perſons, in 
all caſes, of great importance to the com- 


mon welfare; whereas your petitioners are 


firmly perſuaded, that an oath was inſtituted 
by God himſelf, as the ſureſt bond of fidelity 


among men, and hath been eſteemed, and 
found to be ſo, by the wiſdom and En 


of all ages and all nations. 
* But that which chiefly moves your vetiti- 
oners to apply to your lordſhips, is their ſeri- 


ous concern, leſt the minds of good men 


ſhould be grieved and wounded, and the 
enemies of chriſtianity triumph, when they 
ſhall fee fuch condeſcenſions made, by a 
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chriſtian legiſlature, to a ſet of men Who c HA p. 


renounce the divine inſtitution of Chriſt, 


particularly that by which the faithful are 


initiated into his religion, and denominated 
chriſtians; and who cannot, on this account, 
according to the uniform judgment and prac- 
tice of the catholic church, be deemed worthy 
of that ſacred name. 


“% Your petitioners moreover crave leave to 


repreſent to your Lordſhips, that, upon the 
beſt information they can get, the inſtances 
wherein any Quaker hath refulod the ſolemn 


affirmation, preicribed by an act in the ſeventh 


and the eighth year of William III. have, 


from the paſſing of that act to this day, 


been exceeding rare; ſo that there might be 
ground to hope, that the continued uſe of 
the ſaid ſolemn affirmation would, by de- 
grees, have entirely cured that people of all 
thoſe unreaſonable prejudices agaluſt an oath, 
which the favour deſigned them by this 
bill may tend to ſtrengthen and confirm. 

% And your petitioners humbly leave it to 


your lordihips wile deliberations, whether 


ſuch an extraordinary indulgence granted to 
a people already, as is conceived, too numer- 


ous, may not contribute to multiply their 


ſeat, and tempt perſons to profeſs them- 


ſelves Quakers, in order to be exempted 


from the obligation of oaths, and to ſtand 


upon a foot of privilege. not allowed to 


the beſt chriſtians in the kingdom. Your 
petitioners therefore humbly hope, that theſe 
and other conſiderations which may ofter 


themielves to your lordſhips great wildom, 


* may 
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HAP.“ may induce your lordſhips not to give your 


* conſent to the Pang of this bill into a 


law, 


« And your petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c.“ 


The archbiſhop of York ſpoke in behalf of 
this petition, and moved that it might be read; 
and he was ſeconded by ſeveral biſhops and 
noblemen. However, the petition was branded 


as a ſeditious libel, and rejected by the majo- 


rity. On the 18th 11 . O. S. called January, 
the lords went into a committee on the bill, 
and after reading the firſt clauſe, the archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury moved, that the Quakers 


alfirmation might not be dlowad in courts of 


judicature, but among themſelves; and the 


archbiſhop of York moved for a clauſe, that the 
Quakers aſſirmation ſhould not go in any ſuit - 


at law for tithes; but after ſome debate, the 
queſtion being put thereupon, was carried 1n 


the negative by fifty-two voices againſt twenty- 


one ; and the queſtion being put in the houſe, 
whether the bill ſhould paſs, it was reſolved 1 in 
the affirmative. 

By this bill the affirmation was Lenin 4 in 
this ſimple form, I, A. B. do ſolemnly, ſincerely, 
and truly declare and afirm, whereby eaſe and re- 
lief was extended univerſally to the members of 
this ſociety in reſpect to oaths, and to the in- 
conveniences and lofles in their commercial en- 
gagements, to which, on many occalions they 
were liable, through their incapacity to give a 
legal teſtimony without injuring the peace of 
their own conſciences; for which favour they 


were 


wer 
Bei 
Pri 


ter 


the 


were - thankful, in the firſt place, to that divine c HA P. 


PEOPLE carte QUARK ERS. 


Being, who turneth the hearts of Kings and 


Princes; and next, to the king 
ters for their particular favour, as exprefſed in 1721. 


the epiſtle from their next yearly meeting 1722, 
as follows : 
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«© We acknowledge the Woche of God, in The yearly 
diſpoſing the legiflature to grant us, the laſt meetings 
ſeſhon of parliament, ſuch form of affirmation, jeagmen: 
as, by accounts received, we find very ſatis- the favour. 


factory to all the brethren ; for which we are 


truly thankful to God, ns thoſe in autho- 
rity. And as we are well ſatisfied with the care 


of friends in London, in their addreſſing the 
king thereupon, and thankful for his excel- 


« lent and favourable anſwer, ſo alſo with their 


care in writing and diſperſing the late epiſtle 


of caution concerning the uſe thereof. Which 


good advice this meeting recommends with 


the greateſt cagerneſs, that there be no other 
than an honeſt and conſcientious ule made of 
this farther indulgence granted us.” 


Of the Fpiſtle referred to in the foregoing 


paragraph, this i is a copy: 


Es An Epiſtle of + caution to friends in etal, pille of 
we relating to the ſolemn affirmation, from a 
„ meeting held in London the 2d of the fir{t ule thereof. 


great favour, which it hath pleaſed the Lord 


CC 10 


c month, January, 17212 2. 
“% Dear Friends and Brethren, 


* This meeting, under a weighty ſenſe of the 


and his mini- 


Caution corm- 
cerning the 
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to incline the heart of the king and thoſe in 


the government to grant us, by paſſing into a 
law a form of ſolemn affirmation, which will 
remove the conſcientious fcruples many friends 
lay under (and thereby enable all to follow 


their lawful occupations, trades and concerns, 


without lett or hindrance on any account) 
doth find a concern to recommend to all 
friends in their quarterly, monthly, and par- 
ticular e where this law Goth or may 
extend. 

« That they in an elpecial manner have a 
watchful eye and overſight of their jeveral 


members, that this great favour be not abuſed 


or miſuſed by any profeſſing truth with us. 


„Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jet ſus Chriſt 
told his diſciples, Te are the light of the world, 


« a city ſet on a hill cannot be hid. And in every 
age, as many as do walk in obedience to 
his goſpel, muit unavoidably be ſo: the daily 


croſs and ſelf. denial, which he doth enjoin . 
(thoſe ſure tokens of a chriſtian diſcipline) 


are public marks eaſily ſeen, and readily ob- 
ſerved by thoſe with whom we have occaſion 
of buſineſs or converſe, and our tranſacting 
hereof with uprightneſs, juſtice and modera- 
tion, will ſhew that we have an awful regard 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom we acktow: 


ledge and declare to be our great lawgiver and 


ESSE: 
* 'Fhe great end and deſign of the new co- 
enant, grace and truth, which is come by 
Fx is to draw men into obedience to his 
law written in the heart, by which only the 
inſide can be made clean, and according 
60 che degrees OL obedience. to this divine 


ee. lat. 
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% law, which the apoſtle calls the law of the CHAP. 
ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, the proper effect 


II. 


<« thereof will appear, that is, the outſide will 
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be clean alſo. Hereby truth, juſtice, righte- 
ouſneſs and charity, will ſhine forth in the 
words and actions of ſuch, and then may 


truly be applied to them the faying of Chriſt, 


a city that is ſet upon a hill cannot be hid. 
** Beſide the inward engagements of this di- 


vine law, to ſpeak and act according to truth, 


there 1s at this time alſo an outward engage- 
ment, which the government hath laid upon 
us, not only by the favour of this act, but 
alſo by the manner wherein they have con- 


firmed it. For in the preamble it is ſaid— 


© It is evident that the ſaid people called Qua- 
© kers have not abuſed the liberty and indul- 
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And being this ſignal indulgence may 
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ence allowed them by law. 
« Which teſtimony of the legiſlature con- 


cerning the uſe of the late ſolemn affirmation, 
upon twenty-five years experience, ought at 
leaſt to ſtir up all friends to great watchful- 
neſs and care, in the uſe of this further caſe 
and relief, that this teſtimony may be con- 


tinued, and thereby confirm the government 
in their favourable ſentiments concerning 


Us. 


draw the eyes and obſervations of many 
people upon us, it may be expected among 


theſe, ſome will look on us with an evil eye, 


watch for our halting, and ſeek occaſion a- 


gainſt us upon any mis. uſe or abuſe of this 


legal privilege, which any profeſſing truth 
with us, or but bearing the name, ſhould fall 


into, or commit. 
Vol. IV. O es Firſt, 


1723. 
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„ Firſt, therefore, that there be no miſuſe 


HISTORY or: rus 


of this favour, we do earneſtly deſire 
and entreat, that the ſeveral meetings do 


adviſe and exhort friends that they watch 
againſt all vexatious and trifling cauſes of 
differences, and not for any ſuch cauſe im- 
plead or commence ſuits of law upon the en- 
couragement of this ſolemn affirmation, for 


that would certainly be a perverting the good 
deſign of the government, in granting there- 


of, and mult be deemed a great miſuſe of this 
privilege. 


_«« Secondly, that there be no abuſe thereof 


(e 


cc 


OE 


vC 
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committed, we do in like manner intreat and 
deſire that friends may be exhorted and ad- 
viſed, when any juſt and valuable occaſion 


_ doth require any to make uſe of this affir- 


mation, that ſuch friend or friends be very 


conſiderate and ſure of the truth of what 


they are about to affirm ; for where property 
or liberty are concerned, a falſe or corrupt 
evidence is very injurious, and may prove 
deſtructive ; befides it ought on all occaſions 


to be remembered, that a falſe witneſs fhall 
not be unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh lies 
ſhall not eſcape*, and that the command, 7h01 
* ſhalt not bear falſe witneſsþ, is as well in the 
„ goſpel as in the law, and that all lars ſhall. 
*& have their part in the lake which-burneth with 
6c fire and brimſtonef. To theſe inward obliga- 
tions on the conſcience of truth ſpeaking, 


there is alſo added the outward guard of pains, 


penalties and forfeitures, to be inflicted on 
ſuch as ſhall lawfully be convicted of wilful, 


„Prov. xix. 5. f Rom. xili. 9. f Rev. xi. 8. 
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at all, at the ſame time to be guilty of falſe 
affirming, and while they pretend to great 
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falſe and corrupt affirming or declaring, as if C HAP. 
II. 


the ſame perſon had been convicted of wil- 
tul and corrupt perjury. | 

We cannot omut allo to remind you, that 
ſhould any under our name, ſo far depart 
from the righteous law of God, as herein to 


become guilty, they will thereby contract to 


themſelves perpetual infamy, and to the 


body whereof they may pretend to be mem- 


bers, very great ſcandal and reproach, and 
ſuch inſtances repeated might provoke the go- 


vernment to deprive us of this great benefit, 
How great would be the load of guilt on any, 
who ſhould be the occaſion thereot! _ 

„Let it therefore be conſidered that the 


ground of our petitioning and ſoliciting for 
this further eaſe and relief was a conſcien- 


cious ſcruple ; how infamous therefore would 


it be for any who profeſs a ſcruple to ſwear 


degrees of purity, to fall ſhort of common 


honeſty ; it is indeed among the higheſt de- 


grees of hypocriſy, a crime abhorred by God 
and man. 

* Dear friends, under the very weighty con- 
ſideration of theſe things, this epiſtle is re- 


commended to you, in order to ſtir up all to 
be careful upon every occaſion to prevent 
the many evils and miſchiefs which may en- 


ſue upon the abuſe of ſo great a favour, 
which care we think may in {ome meaſure be 


anſwered by two or three faithful and judi- 


cious friends, attending the aſſizes and quar- 
ter ſeſſions in every county, whereby they 


may be of ſervice in ſeveral reſpects; as 
[* 4 «©: Hrit, 
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pretending to be Quakers, and under that 
pretence require to be admitted to our ſo- 


lemn affirmation, and thereby excuſe them- 
ſelves from an oath, which they may hold as 
a great ſanction, to the prejudice of an honeſt 


cauſe, which may ſuffer through ſuch deceit ; 


while in truth they are not Quakers, nor b 

us reputed ſuch ; here friends will be at hand 
to detect ſuch impoſtors. Secondly, they will 
have ſervice in adviſing any friends, who may 


be obliged to attend either at the aſſizes or 
ſeſſions in any cauſe, wherein they may ſtand 


in need, as alſo to be aſſiſting to any friend, 


that no impoſitions, or addition of words be 
put to the athrmation, either unwarily or de- 
ſignedly, by any officer, with purpoſe to en- 


ſnare. 


& To all theſe particulars v we think it neceſ- 
ſary to add, and very earneſtly and tenderly 


to recommend to all friends, that as much as 


may be they avoid all diſputes and differen- 


ces with their neighbours, and as much as 
60 


poſſible * follow peace with all men; and in a 
particular manner we do preſs that all dif- 
putes and differences between friends be avoid- 
ed, or if any do happen, that earneſt endea- 
vours be uſed, by accommodation or equita- 
ble and impartial reference to end them with- 


out going to law, that ſo the rebuke of the 
apoſtle may not neceſſarily be applied to any, 
* now therefore there is uiterly a fault among 


you, becauſe ye go to law with one another. 


4 Heb. xii. 14. 5 Cor. u. 7. 
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6 Dear friends, theſe things in a chriſtian C HAP. 
c concern of mind we have repreſented, in or- II. 
& der that all may be ſtirred up to an humble Vx 
„and faithful walking, not as knowing that any 722. 
* will fall ſhort in the above particulars. * But, 
c beloved, we are perſuaded better things of you ; 
and things that accompany jalvation, though 
* we thus ſpeak. 5 


E 


La, 


Signed in and on behalf of the ſaid meeting by 
„ BENJAMIN BEALING.” 


By an act, 22 Geo. II. 1749, the affirma- 1749 
tion was made perpetual, and to operate in all Attumen 
caſes, wherein by any act or acts of parliament all cafes, 
now in force, or hereafter to be made, an oath derber, 
is required, although no particular or expreſs expreſied in 
mention be made for that purpoſe in ſuch act or a ** © 
acts, with the ſame force as an oath, except in 
criminal caſes, to ſerve on juries, or to bear any 
office or place of profit in the government. 


In 
f Heb. vi. 9. 


In an act, intitled an act for continuing ſeveral laws, and 
for allowing the Quakers to make affirmation, &c. is the fol- 
lowing clauſe; And whereas a doubt has ariſen whether the 
ſolemn affirmation or declaration of the people called Quakers, 
preſcribed by an act made in the eighth year of the reign of 
| his late majefty king George the firſt, intitled an act for grant- 
ing the people called Quakers ſuch forms of affirmation. or 

declaration as may remove the difficulties, which many of them 
lie under, can be allowed and taken inſtead of an oath, in 
any caſe wherein by any act or acts of parliament an oath is 
required, unleſs the ſaid affirmation or declaration be by ſuch 
act or acts of parliament particularly and expreſsly directed to 
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Account of 


G. White- 
kad 


be allowed and taken inflead of ſuch oath, by reaſon of which 
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In this year that eminent miniſter and ſervice- 


able member of this ſociety, George White- 8 


head, of the city of London, departed this life; 
Whole religious labours for the convincement 
and edification of friends, ſufferings for his tel. 


doubt the teſtimony of the ſald people called Quakers is fre- 


quently refuſed, whereby the ſaid people, and others requir- 


ing their evidence, are ſubject to great inconveniencies ; there- 
fore, for removing the ſaid doubt, be it enacted and declared, 


by the authority aforeſaid, that in all caſes wherein by any 
ac or acts of parliament now in force, or hereafter to be 


made, an oath is or ſhall be allowed, authorized, directed 


or required, the ſolemn affirmation or declaration of any of 
the people called Quakers, in the form preſcribed by the faid 


act made in the eighth year of his ſaid late majeſty's reign, 
ſhall be allowed and taken inſtead of ſuch oath, although no 
particular or expreſs proviſion be made for that purpoſe in 
ſuch act or acts; and all perſons who are or ſhall be au- 
thorized or required to adminiſter {ach oath, ſhall be, and 
are hereby authorized and required to adminiſter the ſaid af- 
frmation or declaration; and the faid ſolemn affirmation or 


declaration ſo made, as aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudged and taken, 
and is hereby enacted and declared to be of the ſame force 
and effect, to all intents and purpoſes, in all courts of juſtice, 
and other places, where by law an oath is or ſhall be allowed, 
authorized, directed or required, as if ſuch Quaker had taken 
an oath in the uſual form; and if any perſon making ſuch af- 


firmation or declaration ſhall be lawfully convicted of having 


wilfully, falſely and corruptly affirmed or declared any mat- 


ter or thing, which, if the ſame had been depoſed upon oath 


in the uſual form would have amounted to wilful and corrupt 
perjury, every perſon ſo offending ſhall incur and ſuffer the like 
pains, penalties and forfeitures, as by the laws and ſtatutes of 


this realm are to be inflicted on perſons convicted of wilful 


and corrupt perjury. Provided nevertheleſs, and be it en- 


acted, that no Quaker ſhall, by virtue of this act, be qualified 
or permitted to give evidence in any criminal caſes, or to 
ſerve on juries, or bear any office or place of profit in the go- 


vernment; any thing herein contained to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 25 


timony, 
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timony, and repeated Gliciatonn to the govern- CHAP 


ment, under a ſympathetic concern for the relief 
of his friends under ſuffering, have ſupplied conſi- 
derable materials for different parts of this hiſtory, 
and thereby the preſent narrative of his life and 


actions may be comprized in a review of his 


early years, his convincement and his character, 


by his friends who were perſonally acquainted 


with him. 
He was born at Sun. bigg, in the pariſh of 


Orton, in the county of Weſtmorland, about 
the year 1636, of honeſt and reputable parents, 


who gave him a good education at the free- 


ſchool of Blencoe in Cumberland, where he 
made a conſiderable proficiency in thoſe called 


the learned languages. As to profeſſion of re- 
ligion he was brought up in the ſociety of the 
Preſbyterians. But perceiving pretty early in 
life, about the 14th year of his age, that thoſe 
people and miniſters did not in life and conver- 
lation act up to the purity of their profeſſions, 
he could not cordially join with them, before he 
had heard of the exiſtence of ſuch a people as 


II. 


1723. 


thoſe diſtinguiſhed by the reproachful denomina- | 


tion of Quakers; and being influenced with a 
ſecret defire after ſomething more ſubſtantial 
than he was yet acquainted with, was at a loſs 
where to find what he wanted, and became even 
bewildered in the ſearch. 

Having about this time ſome religious ai. 


| courſe with ſome ſober-minded young men, by. 
whom he heard of a few people called Quakers | 


at Sedbergh in Yorkſhire, and in the barony of 
Kendal in Weſtmorland, he concluded to go to 
a meeting of theirs, which was held at Captain 
Ward's, at Sunny-Bank near Grayrig ; and here 

| | We 
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CHA p. we have an inſtance that a very few words ſpo- 


II. 


1723. 


ken from a heart affected with an inward ſenſe of 


a divine impreſſion may be more effectual under 
divine influence, to fix the beſt impreſſions on 


the minds of others, than the moſt elaborate 


diſcourſes of lettered eloquence, as a ſhort re- 


.commendation-of a little captive maid, was con- 
ducive to the healing the Aſſyrian captain of his 
leproſy. He was ſenſible as he fat in the meet- 

ing, of the work of the power of the Lord, re- 


ducing, humbling and contriting the ſpirits of 


the people, although but few words were ſpoken, 
affecting them with great ſorrow and weeping, 
Which he believed to be the godly ſorrow which 


produceth unfeigned repentance ; and ſeeing a 


| young maid go mourning out of the meeting, 


he felt an inclination to follow her; he ſaw her 
ſitting on the ground, with her head . bow- 


cd down, and apprehending herſelf alone, 


ſhe gave vent to the fulneſs of her heart, in 
this ſhort ejaculation, © Lord make me clean! 


„O Lord, make me clean!” which he ſaid, 


did more deeply and reachingly affect my 


meeting, and more than all the preaching that 
ever J heard from man to man. 


henſion of duty, to 


> heart than what I had heard ſpoken in the 


He continued, —_ ſo nd in appre- 


. theſe people, who were as yet but few in num- 


ber, in compariſon of what he lived to ſee them, 
notwithſtanding he met with much oppoſition 
and many hard ſpeeches from ſome near rela- 
tions and others, who were under the influence 
of the prieſts or preachers of the age, by whom 
this people was much miſrepreſented, 


As 
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As his mind turned to the true light which CHAP. 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world, II. 
he was thereby illuminated to ſee his inward 2 
and outward ſtate to be in the degeneration, de- 725: 
praved, corrupted and alienated from the life of : 
Chriſt; that he had a ſpiritual warfare to en- 
gage in and accompliſh, and a body of fin to 

put off, though not grown to that maturity or 
ſtrength, as in many of thoſe of riper years, who 
by ſuffering their propenſity to evil to grow ha- 
bitual, are drawn into groſs enormities, by which 
he, being i in the innocency of his youth, was as 
yet untainted ; nevertheleſs he now ſaw a neceſ- 
{ity of being cleanſed from ſin, and being born 
again, to be redeemed not only from viſible 
evils, but from levity, vain thoughts and ima- 
ginations, and wanderings of mind ; which were 
fo burdenſome and uneaſy to him, that he ear- 
neſtly prayed tor power to ſuppreſs and get the 
victory over them, and ſtay his mind that he 5 
might obtain inward peace. 
And as he was careful to wait for it in filence 
and ſtilneſs, he was gradually favoured with the 
power he deſired ; the meetings he frequented, 
he informs us, were much ſpent in filence, yet as 
they came to experience victory over fin, and 
the work of ſanctification advancing, they were 
ſometimes filled with the word of lite, and then 
from the fulneſs of the heart his mouth (among 
| ſome others) was opened to utter a few words 
for edification and comfort to each other. 

It was out of theſe meetings, frequently held 
in filence, he faith, the Lord was pleaſed to 
raiſe up and ſend forth living witneſſes of his 
power and faithful miniſters of the goſpel in 
thoſe early days in Weſtmorland and other 

northern 
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CHAP. northern counties; and that he was not the leaſt 


"Ta 
1 | wh 
1723. 


in qualification and ſervice is abundantly manifeſt 
in ſeveral parts of this hiſtory. 
He was one whom the Lord had fitted and 


prepared by his holy ſpirit for the work where- 


unto he was called, and whereby he was one of 
the moſt able miniſters of the goſpel in his day. 


As he was deep in the experience of the work of 


unacquainted with the work of pure religion; 
and to the comforting, confirming and eſtabliſh- 


redemption and reconciliation to God, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, he was frequently opened 
in his teſtimony, to unfold the myſteries of the 
heavenly kingdom, in the clear demonſtration of 


the ſpirit and power, dividing the word aright, 
to the opening of the underſtandings of many 


ing thoſe, who were not unacquainted therewith, 
in their endeavours after a growth and advance. 


faith and doctrine of Chriſt in a ſound and intel 


ment therein. 
He was not only a zealous aflerfor of the true 


ligible teſtimony; but was frequently engaged to 


take up his pen in vindication thereof againſt ad- 


verſaries and oppoſers, as well as on many other 
occaſions, and was careful through a long courſe 
of life to adorn the doctrine of the goſpel by a 


circumſpect conduct and religious converſation, 


wherein the fruits of the ſpirit, love, joy, long- 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- 
nels and temperance, did eminently ſhine forth, 
to the glory of God and reputarion of his reli. 
gious profeſſion. 


This chriſtian deportment, and his affable di. | 
_ poſition procured him reſpect and eſteem amongſt 
moſt people of all ranks, who were acquainted 
with his worth; which was conducive to open 


his 
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his way to that part of his public ſervice, where. CHAP. 


in he was eminently engaged, viz. in folicita- 
tion to ſeveral kings, parliaments, biſhops and 
other perſons in authority, for the relief HE re- 


leaſe of his friends ſuffering under ſevere per- 


ſecution and grievous impriſonments; in exert- 
ing ſtrenuous endeavours for liberty of conſci- 
ence, and for relief in the caſe of oaths, in which 


benevolent interventions on behalf of his bre- 


thren, the foregoing pages exhibit his diligence, 
often through the divine bleſſing crowned with 
ſuccels. 

He was a good example to the Kock in all his 
conduct, and particularly in his diligent attend- 
ance of meetings for worſhip on firſt and week 
days, and other meetings for the ſervice of 


truth, ſo long as he was favoured with ability of 
body; zealous to ſupport good order and diſci- 
pline in the church; as he was careful to lay 
hands ſuddenly on no man, he was equally cau- 
tious not to be haſty in caſting any off, while 
any hopes of their recovery remained; condeſ- 
cending to the weak, and reproving tranſgreſſors 


in the meekneſs of wiſdom, for their preſerva- 


tion in an orderly. converſation, and the unity 


of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 


He was a tender father 1 in the church, full of 


compaſſion to the poor, and ly mpathy with 
friends under affliction in body or mind; a di- 


ligent viſitor of the ſick, and a comforter of the 


mourners; active to prevent and induſtrious to 
compoſe differences. 

Suſtained by the conſcioufael of a well. ſpent 
life, he paſſed the laſt infirmities of age with chriſ- 
tian patience and veſignation to the divine will, 


40 fring but in ſubmiſſion thereto, 20 be diſſolved 


and 
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CHAP. and be with Chriſt, ſaying, the fling of death was 


taken away; and a little before his departure, he 
expreſſed himſelf to this purport, © that he had 
& taken a review of his life, his labours and tra- 


© vels, that he had gone through ſince his firſt 


% convincement, that he looked upon them 
& with abundance of comfort and ſatisfaction, 


„ and admired how the preſence of the Lord 


* had carried him through all.” 

By a gradual decay of the earthly tabernacle, 
full of years, and full of peace, he paſſed out 
of this life to a better, in the 87th year of his 
age, the 8th day of the 1ſt month, commonly 


called March, O. S. 1725, and was buried in 


friends burying ground, Bunkill Fields, amongſt 
many of his ancient brethren, the 13th of the 
ſame ; his funeral was attended by a very large 


number of friends and others. 
Friends to 
E. - be a{mitt- 


A friend in Cheſter, who had . right thereto, 


ed to the being refuſed his freedom of the $5. upon the 
freedom of ſolemn affirmation, and the caſe being laid be- 


corpora- 


tions, upon fore ſerjeant Cheſhire, he gave the following opi- 


heirfolemn 
afſii matior 


nion, viz. © It was reſolved in the caſe of the 
« King againſt the Mayor of Lincoln, on a 


„ mandamus, to admit one Morris to his fre- 


* dom; that a Quaker ought to be admitted to 
& his freedom, on his making a ſolemn affir- 
ce mation or declaration, and, if refuſed, may 
TY properly bring his mandamus on motion in 


„ the court of King's Bench.“ Since which, 


1723. 


friends who have a right, have been admitted to 


their freedom of corporations, upon their ſolemn | 
affirmation. 


This year Richard Claridge of London de- 


parted this life. He was a native of War- 
wickſhire, the eldeſt ſon of William Claridge 


of 
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of Farmborough. His parents were ſober re- HAP. 
ligious perſons of good reputation and good I. 
circumſtance; and being members of the church "YY 
of England, they brought up their ſon in that £753: 
way, and gave him what 1s termed a learned 
education ; he was continued at the grammar 
ſchool till he attained a competent knowledge 
both of the Latin and Greek languages, and in 
the ſeventeenth year of his age was entered a 
ſtudent at Baliol college in Oxford. He took 
his degree of Batchelor of Arts in 1670, and 
was the ſame year ordained deacon ; and in 
1672 ordained prieſt in the king's chapel, Weſt- 
minſter, by Walter Blandford biſhop of Worceſ- 
ter. . 5 
He was ſoon after advanced to the recto- 
ry of Peopleton in Worceſterſhire, where he 
taught a grammar ſchool and kept boarders 
ſeveral years with contiderable reputation and 
. ſucceſs. During his reſidence here, his own ac- 
| counts inform us, he was at times actuated by 
E | a ſenſe of duty, but not uniformly ſo. Some- 
| times he was very ſtrict and ſevere in his con- 
| verſation, and at other times too remiſs and 
| unguarded. Sometimes he ſeemed to have a 
| zeal for God and a ſolicitude for the well- 
| being of his own ſoul; but again this religious 
: concern would wear away, and a ſtate of luke- 
warmneſs to either ſucceeded. Yet, although 
he had not attained to a ſtability in righteouſ- 
neſs, he was very induſtrious in performing 
the cuſtomary exerciſes of his office. He ſtu- 
died cloſely in compoſing his ſermons, and 
delivered his compoſitions with an appearance 
of fervency and affection which were very 
: mY aklic 
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o H 4 Þ- taking with his auditory, by whom he was 5 genes 
rally well eſteemed. 


In this unſettled ſtate he continued many 


173. years; but the Lord did not ſuffer him to 


continue therein, without the reproofs of his 
holy ſpirit. He was often viſited by the day- 
ſpring from on high, and his candle was of. 
ten lighted, though for want of due watchful- 
neſs he ſuffered the light to be eclipſed through 
tranſgreſſion. 

About the year 1687, the 1 5th of his in- 
cumbency at Peopleton, through the operation 
of divine grace upon his ſpirit, he was brought 


to a ſerious conſideration of his ways, and a 


clearer ſight of the ſtate of his ſoul, what it 
was, and what it ought to be; under which 


view fin was manifeſted to be exceeding ſinful, 


and his foul was ſorely afflicted under the ſenſe 


and burden of it. Under the weight of that god- 


ly ſorrow, which leads to repentance not to 


be repented of, ſeeking reſt and finding none, 
he took a journey to London in the month 


called April 1689, hoping to receive conſola- 


tion and inſtruction from the miniſtry of ſome 


preachers there of great account. 

He ſpent fome weeks in London, during 
which time he went to hear ſundry preachers 
of eminence, both epiſcopalians and diflenters ; 
but although ſome of their remarks made an 


impreſſion on his mind, yet upon the whole, 


being too much diſappointed in his view of 


receiving ſome ſpiritual confolation, to relieve 
the anxiety of his mind, he returned home 


again to Peopleton, where he applied himſelf 
to the work of repentance ; and through di- 
vine 
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vine aſſiſtance he was enabled to reform his CHAP. 


_ converſation, and to perſevere in a ſober and 
religious deportment with more ſtability | than 
heretofore. 

And now being anakened.. to a feeling ſenſe 
of his own ſtate, and to a diligent enquiry at- 
ter the ſafe and ſure way to ſalvation, he was 
much exerciſed in reading the ſcriptures, in 
order to trace it out thereby; and his under- 
ſtanding being illuminated by that true light 
which enlighteneth every man that com- 
eth into the world, was opened to diſcover 


that many things in the doctrine, practice, 


worſhip and ceremonies of the church of Eng- 
land, were not derived from this pure foun- 
tain, but were the appointments and contri- 
vances of men, and therefore not lawful for him, 
not being of faith, to continue in the practice 


of. 


The nene texts often occurring to his 


remembrance, and being applicable to his pre- 
Tent caſe, he eſteemed them as ſpoken to him- 
ſelf, viz. Mat. xv. 8, 9, This people draweth 
1 nigh me with the mouth, and honoureth 
* me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me; but in vain do they worſhip me, 


& teaching for dodtrines the commandments cf 
« men.” And 2 Cor. vi. 17, © Come out from 


« among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the 


Lord; touch, not the unclean thing, and I will 


8 receive you. 


Vet he found it no eaſy matter to yield full 
obedience to his convictions, ſo far as to leave 


II. 


1723. 


the communion of the national church: both _ 


honour and intereſt lay at ſtake. It was a 
ſevere 


208 
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23. 
future ſupport. He felt all the force of the 
natural reluctance in the proſpect of the cer- 
tain conſequence of his change, that he who 
had been a miniſter of that church, well ap- 
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ſevere trial of his faith, and hard to fleſh and 


blood, to relinquiſh a good living and a cer-. 


tain revenue, and to depend on Providence for a 


proved for wiſdom and judgment near twenty 


years, ſhould expoſe himſelf to contempt and 


reproach, and be counted as a fool by thoſe 
who formerly held him in honour. Theſe con- 
ſiderations retarded his reſolution for ſome 


time; but his ſupplication to the Almighty 


for ſtrength, to act faithfully to the convicti- 


ons of his grace, was mercifully granted, ſo 
that in the 10% December 1691, he volunta- 


rily reſigned his parochial charge, and the in- 


come annexed thereto, into the hands of the 


biſhop of Worceſter, by a legal inſtrument, 


as he could now keep neither with a good con- 
ſcience. | 35 


He had a conſiderable time before contract- 


ed an acquaintance with ſome leading men 
amongſt the baptiſts in his neighbourhood, 
and by the conferences he had held with them, 
judging them to approach nearer the primitive 


pattern, he joined himſelf to their ſociety. And, 


as he had foreſeen, his change brought upon 
him many reproaches, ſlanders and falſe inſi- 
nuations and accuſations, ſo that he was even 
amazed at the ſudden change in thoſe men, 
with whom, whillt of their communion, he 


was in reputation for wiſdom and integrity, 


who now reprefented him as ſcarcely entitled 


to the character of common honeſty ; but he 
2 : Was 
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was ſtrengthened by divine grace to bear re-CHA p. 


proach and calumny with patience, not to. re- 


II. 


turn reviling for reviling, but to pray for his 


enemies, and to commit his cauſe to him who 
Judgeth righteouſly, 

He had not been long a member before he 
became a preacher amongſt the baptiſts, not 


as paſtor of any particular congregation, but 


in ſundry neighbouring meetings, as his free- 
dom or inclination drew him ; ſometimes at Bre- 


don, the place of his preſent reſidence, at other 


times at Tewkſbury, Broomſgrove, anne and 


other places adjacent. 


After he had continued in this itinerant 


line of preaching ſeveral months, in the 5. 
1692, he received an invitation from the bap- 
tiſt meeting at the Bagnio in Newgate ſtreet, 
London, to come and ſettle among them as 
their miniſter, to which he conſented, and re- 
moved to London the latter end of that year, 
and was a very conſtant and diligent preach- 
er amongſt them for upwards of two years; 
whether he received any ſalary I know not, but 


find that at this time he took a houſe in George's- 


court, Clerkenwell, and kept a grammar ichool 


there for ſeveral years. 


In the year 1695 he reſigned his paſtoral 
charge, yet {till preached frequently in one or 
other of the baptiſt meetings in or about the city, 


refuſing to be any more limited to a particu- 


lar afſembly, though requeſted thereunto by 


the call or invitation of the baptiſt church 


meeting in Virginia-ſtreet;; but he could not 
comply therewith, being now convinced that a 


church's call was not a ſufficient authority ior 
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CHA P. preaching the goſpel; that bargain and con- 


II. 
— 
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tract, and preaching by notes, are not autho- 
rized by the holy ſcriptures. He continued, 
notwithſtanding, to preach at' times in their 
meetings ſome months longer, and then from 


an apprehenſion of the weighty nature of the 


work and his own unfitneſs for it, he entire- 


declined the function of preaching amongſt 


them, and ſoon after began by degrees to with- 


draw from their communion. For although 
he found among them a ſerious remnant, 
ſounder in doctrine, holier in life, and to 


have leſs of human invention in their worſhip 
than thoſe of the national way ; yet they ap- 


peared far ſhort of that purity in faith, 


worſhip and diſcipline, by which the primitive 


chriſtians of the apoſtolic age were diſtin- 

iſhed. Their diſpenſation, he perceived, was 
that of John, a lower diſpenſation, which was 
to vaniſh, and to give way to a higher, the 


diſpenſation of the ſpirit, which was to abide 
for ever. Here God teaches his people him- 


ſelf. 


Being thus far illuminated into the nature 


of pure and ſpiritual religion, he felt his mind 
affected with anxious ſolicitude to become more 
nearly acquainted with this higher diſpenſation; 
which induced him frequently in ſolitude and 
ſilence to pour out ſecret and ſincere ſupplica- 
tions to the Almighty, for greater degrees of the 
illumination of his ſpirit, to direct him aright 


in his ſearch after this deſirable attainment, 


who was pleaſed by the gradual manifeſtati- 


ons and diſcoveries of his divine light to make 
him acquainted with Chriſt Jeſus in. his in- 


ward 
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ward and ſpiritual appearance in his heart. And © HA F. 


now upon a ferious enquiry into the princi- 


ples and practices of the people called Qua 
kers, and comparing them with the ſcriptures 7. 


of truth, and the impreſſions upon his own 
mind, he found that agreement therewith, 
which induced him to attend ſome of their meet- 
ings. FF 
Here meeting with the ſatisfaction which his 
ſoul had long been in ſearch of, finding their 
miniſtry affecting and edifying, and their meet- 
ings frequently attended with the divine pre- 
ſence, miniſtring conſolation and refreſhment 
to weary and waiting ſouls; as he was fa- 
voured amongſt them to taſte of the good 
word of life, and a participation of the powers 


of the world to come, thoſe meetings became 


more and more defirable, and he quickly became 
a conſtant attender of them. PE 


He did not upon his entering into this ſo- 


ciety appear as a miniſter amongſt them; but 


being illuminated with a clear diſcerning of 


the inſufficiency of external forms and ſhadowy 


adminiſtrations, he applied himſelf to ſeek after 
the attainment of the real ſubſtance of pure 
religion, waiting in humility and ſilence to 


hear the voice of Chriſt internally revealed. 


In this ſtate of humble ſilence and patient 


Waiting upon God, he remained a conſiderable 
time, paſſing through the diſpenſation of con- 


demnation, under which he was humbled and 
judged, not only in the view of paſt deficiencies 
and preſent ſhortneſs of purity as in the ſight 


of God, but even for his former preaching 


in his own will, wiſdom and time; ſo that he 
| „ dared 
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e H A P. dared not again to open his mouth in a pub- 


II, 


lic aſſembly, until he felt himſelf relieved from 


—YV this proving and humbling diſpenſation, and 
1723+ fo far refined thereby as to witneſs the mini- 


ſtration of life and peace, and the immedi- 
ate operation of the holy ſpirit moving him 


to pray or preach as he might be pleaſed to 


afford both matter and utterance. His firſt 
appearance as a miniſter amongſt this people 
was in a meeting at Sarah Sawyer's in Alderſ- 


 gate-ſtreet, London, the 24th of the 8th month, 
21697, and above nineteen months after he had 
deſiſted from preaching among the baptilts. 

His teſtimony tended to recommend a broken 


and contrite ſpirit to the debaſing of ſelf, and 


magnifying the grace of God, by which he had 

been turned from darkneſs to light, and enabled 
by living experience to teſtify of his goodneſs. 
From this time to the day of his death he 
ſtedfaftly continued in chriftian fellowſhip with 
this ſociety as an approved miniſter, and an ho- 
nourable and uſeful member, not only in his mi- 
niſterial labours, but in his writings of various 
kinds for their edification and in vindication of 


their doctrines and principles. 
And as he had now conſcientiouſly declined 
making a gain of the goſpel, or preaching for 


lucre's ſake, he followed his occupation of in- 


ſtructing youth for a livelihood. In the ſummer 
of the year 1700 he removed from London to 


| Barking in Eſſex, where he fixed his reſidence, 


and kept a boarding: ſchool for ſome years. He 
removed to Edmonton. in 1706, and laſtly to 


Tottenham in 1707, where he had a conſiderable. 
number of boarders, and of the children of the 


inhabitants 
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feeling his natural ſtrength and activity begin to 
decline, and the fatigue of his employment in- 

convenient to the infirmities of advancing years ; 
and having attained, through the divine bleſſing, 


5 competency for his ſubſiſtence, he left off keep- 


ing ſchool, and removed from Tottenham to 


George s- court near Hicks's-hall, London, where 
he dwelt the remainder of his days. 
The act of Toleration for Proteſtant Diſſenters 
having been paſſed ſome years before he join- 
ed the ſociety of the Quakers, and the Schiſm Act 


not yet in being, it might be expected that no 
occaſion at this time exiſted for bringing the 


members of this ſociety under ſuffering, except 


for eccleſiaſtical demands; but we have ground 
for remark in his caſe, as well as many others, 
that the ſpirit of intolerancy did not terminate 
with the power of exerciſing it to the full. R. 
Claridge, beſides repeated diſtraints for the de- 
mands of the Vicar and Wardens, in common 
with others, was ſubjected to much obloquy and 
a ſevere proſecution, only for endeavouring to 
procure an honeſt and reputable livelihood in that 
line of life for which his education had qualified 
him. 25 
le had not reſided long at Tottenham before 
| he was threatened with a proſecution for keeping 
a ſchool there; that lord Coleraine, and Hugh) 
Smithſon, Eſq. men of great power in that place, 
were offended that a Quaker . 
in that pariſh, and that if he did not relinquiſh it, 
or confine himſelf to the reception of Quakers 


children only for tuition, they would give him 
trouble. 


This 


ould keep a ſchool 
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end of the year 1713, being the 64th of his age, II. 


723. 
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cuary. This unreaſonable requiſition (which would 
II. not only deprive R. C. of the equal right of pro- 
D fing by his induſtry in a lawful and uſeful call- 
1723. ing, but the inhabitants of the advantage and 
natural right of procuring their children an edu- 
cation, wherever they might expe& it would be 
moſt conducive to the children's benefit and their 
own ſatisfaction) was made, as it appeared, at the 
inſtigation of the Vicar and Curate of the pariſh, 
and the maſter of the free-ſchool there, the former 
from bigotry, and the latter from ſelf-intereſt, 
being ſanguine for the ſuppreſſion of this new ſe- 
minary, by their importunities and repreſentati- 
ons to theſe men in power, of the dangerous con- 
ſequences of a Quakers ſchool in Tottenham, to 
the intereſts of the church and of the free- ſchool, 
they excited them to ſecond their endeavours for 1 
the ſuppreſſion thereof. == 
1 Firſt of all, the Vicar as is! ne went > 
about from houſe to houſe, to diſſuade people 5 
from ſending their children to him, giving an 
liberal licence to their tongues in abuſe of _ 
Re. C. with indecent. language and opprobrious 
nicknames, ſuch as the bitterneſs of their ſpi- 
Tits ſuggeſted, impoſtor, heretic, jeſuit, apoſtate, 
and ſuch like were the terms whereby they cha- 
racteriſed him. The Vicar further indulged his 
paſſion ſo far as to make him the ſubject of his 
public diſcourſe, and railed at and reviled him 
in the pulpit, to the great offence of ſeveral of 
his hearers, who held his uncharitable proceed. 
ings in abhorrence. 
Next juſtice Smithſon ſent him a ſummons to 
appear before the juſtices at Edmonton to take 
the oaths * by act of parliament: He 
A appeared 
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appeared accordingly, and ſubſcribed the godly. C2 AF, 
ration and profeſſion of faith in the act of in- II. 
dulgence, which prevented their exertion of pow 
er to impriſon as formerly, and which they want- 1784. 
ed to do ſtill. 
In order whereto they began to catechiſe him 2 
about his keeping ſchool, and whether he had 2 
licence from the biſhop of London ? to which re- 
plying, that he was informed he had a right 
ſo to do; lord Coleraine ſaid that ſhould be tried, 
and he and juſtice Smithſon agreed in a proſecu- 
tion, and threatened they would ſuppreſs his 
ſchool or expend five hundred pounds, Through 
the whole, they diſcovered in their countenances, 
words and actions, great enmity, paſſion and im- 
_ patience, treating him in a manner unworth 
of their ſtation or his character, below the 
rules of decency and common civility ; and it 
was thought that his leaving the church, and 
writing in defence of the Quakers had given 
umbrage to ſome of the clergy, and that they had 
- ineited theſe great men to raiſe this ſtorm againſt 
1 n 
le had been Bete cited to the eccleſiaſtical 
court, but the proſecution was dropped for 
want of a promoter : and ſoon after this ſhe was 
ſerved with a ſecond citation to appear at Doc- 
tor's Commons, 10 anſwer to certain interrogato- 
ries concerning his ſouPs health, and the reforma- 
tion of his manners, and eſpecially for teaching 
and inftruftins boys, Ac. where although the 
evidence againſt him amounted to no poſitive 
proof, yet it being apprehended that the court 
would proceed to an admonition, and in caſe 
of his perſiſting to an excommunication and 
conſequent 
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be exempted from all the pains and penalties 


HIS T ORT or Tur: 


conſequent impriſonment, it was thought expedi- 


ent to remove the cauſe into the temporal 


court (fo termed). A prohibition was accord- 


ingly applied for to ſtop proceedings in the 


bilhop's court and obtained, whereby the cauſe 


was removed to the queen's bench, and tried 
before the chief juſtice Holt. The trial was 
pretty long, and the chiet juſtice declared his 
opinion, that if a ſ{chool- 0 qualified himſelf 
according to the act of Toleration he ſhould 


of all the ſtatutes made againſt popiſh recu- 


ſants and proteſtant nonconformiſts ; took no- 


tice of the violence of the proſecution againſt 
the defendant ; was of opinion the ſtatutes of 
king James I. upon which he was proſecuted 
did not reach the defendant, but would not 
then determine, and therefore directed the ju- 


ry to bring in a ſpecial verdict, which they 


did, finding the defendant to have taught ſchool 
| during two days in his houſe at Tottenham, 


High-croſs, not being licenſed by any archbiſhop 
or biſhop, &c. and that the defendant is a 


Quaker, and no Popiſh Recuſant. This ver- 
dict, and the complexion of the chief juſtice's. 
opinion upon the cauſe and the proſecution, 


diſcouraged his antagoniſts from further pro- 


cedure, to avoid paying coſts, which would 
have been the caſe if final judgment were given 
againit them. The ifſue of this cauſe procured 
R. C. exemption from any further moleſtation 
in following his honeſt and uſeful 0 75 
ment. 


In the year 1720, when the nation was over- 


run with a ſpirit of avaricious adventure, 


whereby 
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whereby numbers became a prey to the viſionary CH AP. 


ſchemes and fraudulent deſigns of ill-deſigning 


men, this triend was zealouſly concerned to — 
caution his friends againſt being carried away 1723. 


with the ſtream. In his public teſtimonies, 
in private admonitions, exerting his endeavours 
to guard them againſt the ſnare, by manifeſt- 


ing the fin of covetouſneſs, and the inconſiſ- 


tency of ſuch an extravagant purſuit of preca- 


rious gain as then prevailed, with that ſtate of 
| ſelf-denial, contentment and honeſt ſimplicity of 
manners, which the chriſtian religion preſcribes 
and eſtabliſhes. And had his faithful exhor- 


tations, and thoſe of other truly religious and 
judiciousfr iends been duly regarded, the mem- 


bers of this ſociety had been reſcued from ſharing 


in the deception, diſhonour and e 5 
which enſued. 


He travelled ſeveral journeys in the work of 


the miniſtry into the neighbouring counties; 
but from this time the infirmities of age en- 
creaſing, he was prevented from getting far 
abroad (but diligently attended meetings at 


home while of ability) and at laſt was affect- 


ed with a ſhortneſs 51 breath, attended with 


an inward fever, which enereaſed upon him to 


his end. During the time of his ſickneſs he 


expreſſed to ſeveral friends that viſited him, 
his peace and ſatisfaction of ſoul, and an hum- 


ble reſignation to the will of God. He de- 
parted this lite on the 28th day of 2, 1723, 
in the 74th year of his age, and was buried 
on the 3d day of 3"* following, in the bury- 


ing ground near Bunhill- fields, his corpſe was 
attended from the Peel meeting-houſe by a nume- 
rous company of his friends and acquaintance. 


The 
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The friends of ſaid meeting, amongſt whom 


he ſpent the laſt years of his life, have given 
> 3 concerning him, that ** His miniſtry 
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was ſound and edifying, prefling all to purity 
and holineſs of life. His care and concern for 

the church was great, that it might be kept 
clean from the ſpots of the world. Vice and 
immorality met with a reprover in him, and 


that without reſpect of perſons. His chriſtian 
5 gravity and judicious ſolidity, tempered with a 


natural affability and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, 
rendered his converſation among his intimate 


friends and acquaintance very profitable and 
delightful. 


His piety towards God, his love to his neigh- 


© bour, the truth and juſtice of his words and 


actions, made him as a light in the world, and 
gave forth a teſtimony to the truth, in the hearts . 
of thoſe who came not to hear his preaching. 


© Tnhis own private family he was a living ex- 
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friends in 
New-FEng= 
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yornted to 
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5 


** 


ample of virtue; an affectionate huſband, a 
loving father, a kind and gentle maſter, and 
frequent and fervent in ſupplication to the Lord 
for the preſervation of himſelf and his houſhold, 
in the way of truth and righteouſneſs. 9 
His charity to the poor was very extenſive, 
not only to friends, but others, being a practical 
obſerver of the pure and undefiled religion, re- 
commended by the apoſtle James, to viſit the 
fatherleſs and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himſelf unſpotted from the world. Fo 


Some friends of New England having been 


appointed to aſſeſs the taxes on their reſpective 
townſhips, and being conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous 


of 
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of aſſeſſing thoſe laid on for the ſupport of CHAP, 
; the preſpyterian miniſtry, and applications for 11. 
© their relief having been ineffectually made to thge 
Ro. government of that province, gave occaſion to 724. 
the following petition to the government at 
home. 


«aA petition to the King in the cauſe of ſome 
« friends under ſufferings in New England. 


To GEORGE, king of Great Britain, &c. 


„The humble petition of Thomas Richard- 
ſon and Richard Partridge, on behalf of 
. Joſeph Anthony, John Siſſon, John Akin 

* and Philip Tabor, priſoners in the com- 
„ mon Jail at New Briſtol in the King's 
„ Province of Maſſachuſets Bay in New 
England, as alſo of their friends (called 


. <©© Quakers) in general, who are frequently 
a - © under great ſufferings for conſcience. ſake 
: '4 nin that government. 

1, 3 Sheweth. 

57 4 „ William os; - May, late king and 
al , « queen of England, by their royal charter 
„ “bearing date the 7th day of October in the 
ne third year of their reign, did for the greater 
to V ecaſe and encouragement of their loving ſub- 


„ jects inhabiting ſaid province, and of ſuch 
&« as ſhould come to inhabit there, grant, eſta- 


en ; ce bliſh and ordain that for ever thereafter there 

ve | * ſhould be a liberty of conſcience allowed in 
Jus. 1 « the worſhip of God to all chriſtians (except 
of 6c 2 inhabiting, or which ſhould inhabit _ 
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or be reſident within the ſaid province, with 


power alſo to make laws for the government 


of the ſaid province, and ſupport of the 


ſame, and to impoſe taxes for the king's ſer- 
vice in the defence and ſupport of the ſaid 
government, and protection and preſervation 
of the inhabitants, and to diſpoſe of matters 
and things whereby the king's ſubjects there 
might be religiouſly, peaceably and civilly 
governed, protected and defended. 


© And for the better ſecuring and maintain- 
ing the liberty of conſcience thereby granted, 
commanded that all ſuch laws made and pub- 
liſhed by virtue of ſaid charter, mould be 
* made and publiſhed under the ſeal of ſaid 


province, and ſhould be carefully and duly 
obſerved, kept, performed and put in ex- 


ecution, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the ſaid charter. 
That thoſe ſects of proteſtants called preſ- 
byterians and independents being more nu- | 
merous in the ſaid country than others (to 
whom the ſaid charter gives equal rights) they 


became makers of the laws by. their ſuperior 


numbers and votes, and miniſters of the 
privileges of the ſaid charter, ſa as in great 
meaſure to elude the ſame; and difappoint all 
others of the king's proteſtant ſubjects of the 


good and juſt ends of their tranſporting them- 


ſelves and families at ſo great hazard and 
charge; one great encouragement and in- 
ducement thereto being liberty of conſcience, 
and eaſe from prieſtly impoſitions and bur- 


thens. 


« That in the year 1692 they made a law in 


the ſaid province, intitled an act for the ſet- 


« tlement 
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tlement and ſupport of miniſters and ſchool- © H A P. 


maſters, wherein 1t is ordained, that the inha- 
bitants of each town within the ſaid. province 
ſhall take due care from time to time to be 
conſtantly provided of an able, learned and 
orthodox miniſter or miniſters of good con- 
verſation, to diſpenſe the word of God to 


them, which miniſter or miniſters ſhall be 


ſuitably encouraged and ſufficiently ſupported 


and maintained by the inhabitants of ſuch 
towns. | 


That the ſaid u was farther enforced by 


another made in the year 1695, reciting the 


like aforeſaid, as alſo by another made in the 
year 1715, intitled an act for maintaining and 
propagating religion, in which ſaid laſt act 


the prevention of the growth of atheiſm, ir- 


religion and profaneneſs is ſuggeſted as one 


great reaſon of its being enacted, and the power 


of determining who ſhall be miniſters under the 
aforeſaid, qualifications is by the ſaid law aſ- 

ſumed by the general court or aſſembly, with 
the recommendation of any three of the mi- 


niſters of the ſame ſect, already in orders, 


and ſettled and ſupported by virtue of the ſaid 


laws, though it was not determined (as the ſaid 
petitioners humbly preſume) either by the laid 
charter, or by any act of parliament in Great 
Britain, or by any expreſs law of the ſaid 
province, who are orthodox or who are not, 


or who ſhall judge of ſuch qualifications in 


ſuch miniſters. 
& And in all which ſaid ſeveral laws no care 


is had or taken of religion (even! in their own 
ſenſe) than only to appoint miniſters of their 


OWN way, and impoſe their maintce zance upon 
se tlie 


II. 


1724. 
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© the king's ſubjects, conſcientiouſly diſſenting 
from them, by force of which ſaid laws, or 


. ſome of them, ſeveral of the townſhips within 


the ſaid province have had preſbyterian and 
independent preachers obtruded and impoſed 
upon them for maintenance without their 


conſent, and which they have not deemed 


able, learned and orthodox, and which as 
ſuch they could not hear or receive. 

That by other laws made in the year 1722 
and 1723, it is ordained that the town of 
Dartmouth and the town of Tiverton in the 


ſaid province ſhall be aſſeſſed for the ſaid years 
the reſpective ſums of 1o0l. and 72l. 118. 


over and beſides the common taxes for ſup- 
port of the government, which ſums are for 
maintenance of ſuch miniſters. 


e That the did je Ambony. and John 


any miniſters, 


Siflon were appointed aſſeſſors of the taxes for 


the ſaid town of Tiverton, and the ſaid John 


Akin and faid Philip Tabor for the town of 
Dartmouth, but ſome of the ſaid aſſeſſors be- 
ing of the people called Quakers, and others 
of them alſo diſſenting from the preſbyterians 

and independents, and greateſt part of the 
inhabitants of the ſaid towns being allo Qua- 


kers or anabaptiſts, or of different ſentiment 


in religion from independents and preſbyte- 
rians, the faid aſſeſſors duly aſſeſſed the other 


taxes upon the people there, relating to the 
ſupport of government, to the beſt of their 
knowledge, yet they could not in conſcience _ 
aſſeſs any of the inhabitants of rhe ſaid towns 

any thing for or towards the maintenance of 


“ That 
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* That the ſaid Joſeph Anthony, John Siſſon, CH A r. 


John Akin and Philip Tabor, (on pretence of 


II. 


their non-compliance with the ſaid law) were 


on the 25th of the month called May, 1723, 
committed to the jail aforeſaid, where they 


ſtill continue priſoners under great ſufferings 


and hardſhips both to themſelves and families, 
and where they mult remain and die, it not 


relieved by the king's royal clemency and 
favour. 


hat the ſaid people called Quakers i in the 
ſaid province are, and generally have been, 
great ſufferers by the ſaid laws, in their cattle, 


horſes, ſheep, corn and houſehold goods, 


which from time to time have been taken 
from them by violence of the ſaid laws for 
maintenance of the ſaid miniſters, who call 
- themſelves able, learned and orthodox: which 
ſaid laws, and the execution and conſequen- 
ces thereof, are not only (as the petitioners 

* humbly conceive) contrary to the liberty of 
conſcience and ſecurity of religion, civil li- 
berty, property; and the rights and privileges 


granted in the ſaid charter to all the king's 


proteſtant ſubjects there, eluded and made 
null and precarious ; but oppoſite to the king's | 
royal and gracious declaration, at thy happy 


acceſſion to the throne, promiſing protection 


and liberty of conſcience to all thy diſſenting 


1724, 


ſubjects, without exception to thoſe of the | 


ſaid plantations. 


„That after repeated applications made to 


the government there, for redreſs in the pre- 


miſes, and no relief hitherto obtained (the al- 
lembly always oppoſing whatever the gover- 
or 
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CHAP. nor and council were at any time diſpoſed 
IT. „ to do on that behalf) the king's loyal ſuffer- 
tg ee, ing and diſtreſſed ſubjects do now throw 
174+ <« themſelves proſtrate at 12 ſteps of the throne, 
F humbly imploring thy royal commiſeration, 
e that it may pleaſe the king to denounce his 
© negative upon the ſaid laws, or ſuch part or 
parts of them, or any of them, as directly or 
66 conſequentially affect the lives, liberties, pro- 
5e perties, religion or conſciences of the proteſ- 
„stant ſubjects in the ſaid province, and their 
families, and the privileges granted and in- 
<« tended in the ſaid charter, or ſuch other re- 


„ pleaſe to provide; and in the mean time that 
directions may be given that the ſaid Joſeph 
« Anthony, John Siflon, John Akin and Philip 
Tabor be immediately releaſed from their im- 
«« priſonment, on their giving ſuch ſecurity in 
* ſuch ſums as ſhall be thought proper, for 


“ forthcoming when required, until their caſe 
. wee to an iſſue. 


And the petitioners ſhall pray.“ 


18 At a (Court at St. James's, the 2d day of 
June 17845 e 


« Pp . E N . 5 
The King's Moſt Excellent Maj jeſty. 

His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales. 
Archbiſhop of CAMervury.. 
Lord Chancellor, 


CY f 


0 


* 


= 
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& Lord 


&« lief as thy royal wiſdom and goodneſs may 


„ their being at any time or times hereafter 


7 


of 


les. 


ord 
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Lord Preſident. 
Lord Privy Seal. 
„Lord Carteret. 
„Mr. Vice Chamberlain. 
„William Pultney, Eſq. 
6 Lord Chamberlain. 
** Duke of Roxburgh. 
„Duke of Newcaſtle. 
„ Farl of Weſtmoreland. 
Lord Viſcount Townſend. 
Lord Viſcount Torrington. 
Mr. Speaker of the Houſe of Commons. 


Ld 


Upon reading this day at the board, a re- 


— * 
cc 


et 


(e 


. 


CC 
CC 


« 


CC 


cc 


CC, 


ce 


frequently under ſufferings for conſcience ſake 


in that government. By which report it ap- 


cc 


«Cc 


# «6 


60 
cc 


Thomas Richardſon and Richard Partridge, 


on behalf of Joſeph Anthony, John Siſſon, 
John Akin and Philip Tabor, priſoners in the 


* common. jail at New Briſtol, in his majeſty's 


province of Maſſachuſets Bay in New Eng- 


land, for not aſſeſſing the inhabitants of the 
towns of Dartmouth and Tiverton the addi- 


port from the Right Honorable the Lords of the 
committee of council, upon the petition of 


tional taxes of 1ool. and 721. 118. impoſed 


upon them by an a& paſſed there in the year 


1722, by which they appear to be for the main- 
tenance of Preſbyterian miniſters, who are not 
of their perſuaſion, and alſo in behalf of their 


friends called Quakers in general, who are 


pears, their Lordſhips are of opinion, that it 
may be adviſeable for his majelty to remit the 


* ſaid additional taxes, ſo impoſed on the ſaid 
two towng, and to diſcharge the ſaid perſons 


„ from jail. 


Vol. IV. 1 « His 
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CHAP, His majeſty in council taking the faid re. 


tl. “ port into conſideration, is graciouſly pleaſed | 
1 to approve thereof, and hereby to remit the f 
1724. „ ſaid additional taxes of 100l. and 721. 118. 1 
Which were by the ſaid act to have been al- 2 
«é ſeſſed on the ſaid towns of Dartmouth and 
& Tiverton. And his majeſty i is hereby further 5 
e pleaſed to order, that the ſaid Joſeph Anthony, 1 
John Siſſon, John Akin and Philip Tabor be 8 
cc immediately releaſed from their impriſonment, _ f. 
& on account thereof, which the governor, lieu- 1 A 
6 tenant governor, or commander in chief for « 
c the time being of his majeſty's ſaid province t! 
„of Maſſachuſetts Bay, and all others whom it y 
* may concern, are to take notice of, and yield 46 
6 obedience thereunto. 8 
4 ho "Ml TEMPLE STANYAN. „ 
00 Vera Copia,” = | = © 
1720. In the year 1720 Chriſtopher 3 Foe Fo 


Chriſtopher this life. He was a native of Cumberland, . d 
Story. being born at Righead, in the pariſh of Kirk- T. 
lington in that county. His father, Thomas 


Story, having been in the ſervice of Sir Philip | 15 
Muſgrave, by his advice and encouragement * 
gave this ſon an education to fit him for the uni- 1 
verſity, the ſaid Sir Philip propoſing to ſend Ss 
him thither at his expenſe as a companion to 1 8 
his own ſon: But when the time arrived fol- fo 
their removal from ſchool, Chriſtopher” s mo- 1 
ther was unwilling to conſent to his going thi- a 
ther, in conſideration that an education there 85 
might be the means of alienating him from the kin 
love of a country life, and make him diſregard * 


his Paternal inheritance, being like to 9 an 1 
5 E ate | | 
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on theſe and other conſiderations ſhe prefer- 
red his ſtaying in the country, and follow- 


ing the ſafe and uſeful hang we Lara of a huſ- 
 bandman, 


Through divine mercy and reſervation” he 
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eſtate ſufficient to afford him a competency; CHAP. 


IIs 
— 
1720. 


appears from his early years to have been fa- 


voured with a religious diſpoſition, being of a 


careful and ſober demeanor amongſt men, and 


frequent in reading the ſcriptures: To groſs 


evils and open profanity he had a fixed aver- 


ſion; but in vain amuſements and paſtimes, by 
the world termed innocent, he took a delight, 
eſpecially in playing at cards, wherein being 


generally ſucceſsful, his delight therein en- 
creaſed, and his thoughts were much taken 


up therewith ; but he found his pleaſure often 
ſucceeded by painful remorſe, the convictions 
of the light in his own conſcience frequently 
gave him much trouble and uneaſineſs for many 
days together, which brought him to ſome cloſe 
confiderations concerning the lawtulneſs of the 
practice; and not knowing then of any man 
that judged it in general unlawiul, he was 
_ tempted to conclude, he might ſafely play at 
any time except on firſt days at night, which 
he, with others, had been in the practice of. 


Under this perſuaſion, he ſet himſelf at eaſe 
for a time; but as he became further illumi- 


nated, he ſaw clearly that he muſt lead a more 
circumſpe&t and religious life than he had done, 
and not join with young people in their paſ- 
times; yet under this impreſſion he felt a rea- 


ſoner within himſelf, perſuading him, that as he 


was young, ſuch amuſements and ſuch company 


8 RN ſuited | 
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nA r. ſuited his age and time of life, that he yet 


might live long, and that it would be time 
enough for him to grow r when he 


of mind returned upon him with additional 


weight, as he was now ſinning againſt convic- 


tion. 


of a reputable family in the country for his 
choice. 


fulneſs, and prayer to the Almighty, to proſper 


the deſign, ſo far only, as it might be for their 
: About the ſame time his religious 
thoughtfulneſs encreaſed, ſo that if at any time 
he joined with profane airy company, and par- 


took in their mirth, it would be ſucceeded by 
an additional weight of ſorrow. In this ſtate, 


an epidemical fever raging in the country, he 
was viſited therewith : The proſpect of proba- 


ble death filled him with horror and great trou- 


ble of mind, fearing, as he had ſinned againſt 


conviction, he had no juſt ground to hope for 


mercy, if he ſhould be 2 49 off by this diſtem- 


per in the ſtate of diſobedience, be apprehend- 


ed himſelf to be in, his only ray of hope was 


in the probability of divine mercy being ſo far 
extended as to reſtore him to health, and to 


grant him ſpace to repent, which favour in both 


reſpects was marcinulgy. granted to his earneſt 
prayers 


To this fleſh-pleafing doctrine 
he lent a willing ear for ſome time longer; 
but in the cool hour of conſideration his trouble 


Being the only child of his parents, they 
were very deſirous he ſhould marry when young, E 
and for that purpoſe propoſed a young woman 


This propoſal appearing to him a mat- 
ter of great conſequence to his future peace 
and welfare, filled him with an anxious thought- 
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pra ww in this time of accumulated diſtreſs ; ;CHAP. 


and a portion of divine grace enabled him to 


keep his reſolution, to order his converſation GR 
ſtill more religiouſly and circumſpectly, than 1720. 


he had hitherto done: ſeeking retirement for 


mental prayer to the Lord in ſecret places, 


to ſhew him the ſure way to falvation, being 


ſenſible he had not yet diſcovered it. He ap- 
plied himſelf much to reading the ſcriptures, 
and became a very exemplary and devout at- 


tender of the public worſhip, and diligently 


_ attentive to the doctrine he heard preached 


there; but durſt not join in the ſinging 


as unſuitable to the ſtate of his ſoul, under 


ſorrow for his paſt defects, and want of ſtrength 
and underſtanding by what means effectually 


to remedy them in future; for he obſerved 
the prieſts would deſcribe the reward of the 2 
righteous, and the puniſhment of the wicked; 

but how to overcome ſin and learn righte- 


ouſneſs, he found himſelf left by them at a loſs, 


_ - which leſſened the eſteem of thoſe teachers 1 in his 
eye. 


In this time of his uncertainty and agitation 


of mind, ſome of the miniſters of the people 
Called Quakers came into the neighbourhood of 


his reſidence, a deſire of infor mation, which 
naturally drew him to turn his enquiry on every 


fide, led him to hear what their doctrine was 
on this and other religious ſubjects. The firſt 


of them whom he heard was John Wilkinſon, 
(formerly an independent preacher) but coming 
late, and being diſcompoſed through hurry in 


getting thither, being ſtinted in time, and his ö 
| obſervation more outward to others than him 


ſelf, | 


CHAP. ſelf, is writes, he was little reached. The next | 
opportunity he had was at a meeting appointed 
about a mile from his habitation, -to which 
Robert Barclay, being on his way home, and 


| II. 
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hearing of the meeting, came, and appearing 


there in a clear and convincing teſtimony, his 


underſtanding was much opened into the na- 
ture of that ſpiritual religion he wanted to be 


acquainted with, and his convincement of the 


truth of his doctrine in a great meaſure effect- 


ed. Soon after Thomas Carleton and Thomas 


Langhorn were at a meeting appointed near 
his houſe, to which he went, ,. Theſe men, by 


their miniſtry and converſation, were inſtru- 
mental to his more clear and effectual con- 
vincement, as well as that of ſundry others. 


And the report of this convincement on the 


borders of Scotland reaching the ears of friends, 
John Wilkinſon aforeſaid paid them another vi- 
| it, and appointed another meeting amongſt them; 
in which, through a divine power attending his 
miniſtry and overſhadowing the mbeting, N 
more were convinced. ä 


After ſome more meetings amongſt them, 
they were encouraged to keep. up a meeting 
among themſelves for ſolemn worſhip, though 
in filence, which they did; and their number 


encreaſed, notwithſtanding they had no outward. 
miniſtry; many alſo were convinced in judg- 
ment, who had not fortitude to join the ſocie- 


to it being a time of hot perſecution under 
e laſt act againſt conventicles, but for a while 


waited to ſee how it would fare with thoſe, 
who had openly profeſſed themſelves Quakers. 


Theſe newly convinced friends were ſoon made 


partakers 


% ²⅛ ůUw.. ⅛ A Ä: 
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partakers with their elder brethren in the c A P. 
ſufferings of this ſeaſon, through the rapacity II. 
of informers. One Gilbert Atkinſon, who had & vw 
formerly been a man of repute, falling into 1720. 
frequent intoxication and other vicious courſes, 
loſt his reputation and his property, and in 
order to repair the latter turned informer; 
made great ſpoil of friends goods, and was in- 
ſtrumental to the impriſonment of many of 
them. But, like many others of this infamous 
claſs, his ill. -gotten gains did him little good. 
Attending the ſeſſions at Carliſle, in order to 
appear againſt friends in priſon there, and pre- 
vent them from getting their liberty, he was ar- 
reſted for debt, and caſt into priſon, where he 
fell into ary poverty and want, in which ne 


14 


5 : | 91 was now that Ting Charles $ löten 
5 for liberty of conſcience was publiſhed, where- 
| by this people enjoyed a reſpite from ſuffering, 
and their number in this corner of the nation was 
7 _ conſiderably encreaſed, many of thoſe who had 
4 : ſtood off, ſeeing the tries preſervation attend- 
1 io their innocency and ſtedfaſtneſs, joined 


r 1 them in ſocjety, and diligently, attended their 
. W - meetings, which were ſtill held in ſilence, 
bs except when friends in the miniſtry from abroad 
Y came to viſit them. Yet in thole filent meet- 
T ings they were often favoured with divine con- 
e ſolation, and grew in grace and the inward 
14 1 experience of the work of ſanctification, where- 
0 | by they were fitted for the reception of ſpiri— 
le tual gifts. Among theſe Chriſtopher Story was 


: BY FFF | one 
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CHAP. one who received a ſhare in the miniſtry, to 
which he was very backward to give up, though 


often exerciſed under the burden of the word, 
for fear of miſſing his way, or bringing forth 
unripe fruit, but at laſt gave up to the divine 


requirings, in uttering a few words to his 


great peace and rejoicing in ſpirit ; and through 


_ diligent attention to the opening of counſel, 
and inſtruction of the ſpirit of truth, he grew 
in his gift, and became an eminent miniſ- 
ter of the word of reconciliation and ſalvation. 
This was ſeveral years after his convincement ; 
but it was not long after his appearance in the 


miniſtry, till he thought it his duty to travel 


in the work thereof to Scotland. His ſucceed- 


ing journey to the yearly meeting of London, 


and thence weſtward in company with John 
Banks, hath been before noticed. * He con- 
tinued in frequent journeys to exerciſe his mi- 
niſterial labours, for the edification of his bre- 
thren, and the convincement of many others, 


through moſt parts of England, Scotland and 


Ireland, oftner than ence. He was alſo con- 


cerned, particularly in his native county, to 
appoint meetings amongſt thoſe of other ſoci- 


eties. His ſervice was great, and his miniſtry 


well approved, at home and abroad; being 


plain, powerful and affecting in his teſtimony, 
reaching the hearts and conſciences of his 


Hearers.: :-: 
In conducting the affairs of diſcipline i in the 


church, his abilities were equally conſpicuous. 
In much wiſdom and prudence he exerted his 


endeavours 


See page 73. 
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endeavours to preſerve his friends in a blame- c HA p. 
leſs converſation, and in faithfulneſs in every II. 


I poſed, From the time Atkinſon the informer 
5 had been caſt into priſon, the friends in theſe 
4 parts had been pretty much unmoleſted, ex- 
- cept ſome diſtreſſes taken for Sunday ſhillings 
y (as they termed them) and an attempt to pro- 
g ſecute them as popiſh recuſants for 20l. a 
"We month; but for want of an informer theſe 
is oroſecutions | do not appear to have been car- 
. ried through. At laſt, in 1682, one James 
10 Appleby from Yorkſhire undertook the office, 
8. and procuring one Story to join him, they 
lis came to N Story's, the meeting being 
s there, and made information before Honey 


undue liberty, excels and ſuperfluity of every 
kind, he was remarkably zealous; yet his zeal 


being tempered with meekneſs, and his own ex- 
ample marked with circumſpection, abſtinence, 
ſimplicity and gravity, they produced an awful 
reſpect, and frequently gave efficacy to his 

Zealous labours. 


He was diligent alſo in his endeavours to 
preſerve the peace of the church uninterrupt- 


ed, and to keep out every incentive to ſtrife 
and debate; ; he had alſo an excellent talent 
for accommodating differences or miſunder- 
ſtandings, when any ng of that kind hap- : 
i pened. ; 

Although this friend was not convinced till 
the ſeaſon of perſecution was pretty far ad- 
voanced towards its period, yet he had a ſhare of 

the ſufferings to which this ſociety was ſtill ex- 


F 


branch of their chriſtian teſtimony. Againſt 


1720. 


CHAP. 
1 
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gether, and among others, that Chriſtopher 
Story was there, although at that time he was 
in Lancaſhire, above forty miles off. A war- 


rant was iſſued for making diſtreſs, but the 


officers. were backward to execute the war- 


rant in his abſence; and the informer, ſenſi- 


ble that his perjury was generally known, 


thought it ſafeſt to abſcond for the preſent, 
whereby, for this time, he was Ciſappointed of 


his prey. 


at Chriſtopher Story's, procured a warrant 


But as ſoon as he thought the danger over, 
this informer returned to his infamous occu- 
pation, made information of another meeting 


from juſtice Aglionby to 'diſtrain for the fines ; 
but the conſtables being ſtill backward to diſ- 


treſs their neighbours, were very moderate 1 in 


their diſtraints, which not ſuiting the views of 


the infolent informer, he brought one of them 
before the juſtice, and had him bound to his 


ral ſeizure made of Chriſtopher Story's goods, 


good behaviour; and had afterwards a gene- 


of which they proclaimed a public fale ; but 
ſuch was the deteſtation, the plunder of in- 


formers was now held in, that nobody would 


come to buy. He took the horſes and ſheep 


to diſtant fairs; ſold the horſes at half price, 


dogs, when they knew who the man was, and 
how he came by them; he alſo had ae 


and the ſheep were ſcattered and diſperſed 
about the country by. the people and their 


pher's corn ſeized, but could get nobody 1 


threſh it. He again informed of another meet- 


ing to Henry Dacres, juſtice, againſt Chriſto- 
pher Story for "PERF there, who was ac- 


Rog. 1 
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cordingly fined 20l. for which the officers CH Ar. 


took ſeveral cows and young cattle ; but theſe 


officers acting againſt their will, when they 
took them to market to ſell, todk care to have 


the people informed, what kind of goods they 
were. The informer upon this complained to 
the juſtice, who accordingly bound one of theſe 


officers alſo to his good behaviour. While 


the diſtreſſes remained . undiſpoſed of, king 
Charles died, which much weakened the in- 
former's power; for then the juſtices would 
liſten to none of his complaints, ſo the goods 
ſeized were not ſold. Yet Chriſtopher, with 
others of his friends, were bound to appear at 
the aſſizes, and for refuſing to give bond to 
traverſe the indictment were committed to priſon, 
where they continued until king James granted 
them a general releaſe, and then the Perſeeution 
generally ceaſed. . 
For his eminent quilificartone for ſervice in 
the church; for his diligent diſcharge of duty 
in a long and conſtant courſe of miniſterial 
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labour at home and abroad, and for his faith- h 
fulneſs as a ſhining. example of conſiſtency 


in a circumſpect and religious converſation, he 
was greatly beloved and reſpected amongſt his 
brethren. And as he was alſo endowed with 
a good underſtanding and a found judgment 
In temporal affairs, in moral and civil rights, 
and in great repute for integrity, he was often 
employed in the good work of ending differ- 
ences, and compoſing litigations among his 
neighbours of other communities, and with re- 
markable ſucceſs, with that equity, {kill and ad- 


dreſs, as to give ſatisfaction to both parties, a 
point not 1 attained. 


As 
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As old age overtook him, and his body de- 
clined in ſtrength, his mental faculties diſco- 


vered no ſymptom of decay; his memory and 
underſtanding, his zeal and fervency continued 
unimpaired. He was ſeized with a conſump- 
tive diſtemper, which encreaſed upon him about 
the ſpace of nine months, during which time 
he continued his attendance of religious meet- 
ings at home, wherein he was frequently fa- 
voured, ſo as to manifeſt that he retained his 


inward ſtrength, by the lively and affecting 
teſtimonies he bore during his bodily weak- 
neſs. And much excellent counſel, and edi- 


fying advice he imparted to his friends who 
came to viſit him in his ſickneſs, and alſo to 
his children he ”m_ much tender and fatherly 


 admonition. 


1727. 
Death of 


George I. 


pired at Oſnaburg the next day, being the 11th 
day of the month called June, in the 68th year 
of his age, having reigned near thirteen years 


And having lived a life of: righteouſneſs, de- 
voted to the ſervice of his maker and mankind, 
he had hope in his death, which happened at 
his own houſe at Righead the 6th of the 11th 
month 1720, and he was interred in friends bu- | 
Tying ground at Hetherfide ; his funeral was 
attended by a multitude of friends and others, 
remarkably numerous, evidencing the general 
_ eſtimation of his charafter amongſt his neigh- 


bours. 


The king this year, going to viſit his tons 
dominions, was {ſuddenly ſeized with an indiſpo- 


fition on the road, which proved mortal; he ex- 


with wiſdom and moderation. 
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Viſit of Benjamin Holme and John Burton. — John 
Burton returns honie.— Benjamin viſits London- 
dierry and ſeveral other Places, where there are 
no Meetings of Friends, — /i impriſoned at Long- 
ford. —Aadareſs to Government on Occaſion of the 
Rebellion. Thomas Story viſits Ireland. At 
Kilkenny is perſecuted by the Biſhop of WF | 


fory. 


Benjamin HOLME, : a fiend of Yorkſhire, c ; HAP. 
a man of ancient ſimplicity, who reſigning all 111, 
worldly concerns and cares, having an eſtate or — 
income ſufficient for his few wants, gave up moſt 1712. 
or all his time to travel about for the edification id B 
of his friends, generally viſiting them in their Jchn Bur- 
families, as well as their meetings; came over ** 
to Ireland this year, accompanied by John Bur- 

ton, from the northern part of the ſame county, 

for the ſpreading the true knowledge of the 
principles of this ſociety amongſt other people; he 

was an able and powerful miniſter of the goſpel, 

a man of good ſenſe and ſtrong natural parts, 
refined by religion, more than by education, in 
whom a peculiar: wiſdom in conduct, in his mi- 


niſtry 
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CHAP. niſtry and in his judgment was concealed under 
III. the ruſtick appearance of the ſimple huſband- 


After viſiting the meetings of his friends to 
returns. their edification, John Burton returned home; 
* but Benjamin having a further proſpect in view, 
with Þ. ſtayed longer, and then took his journey to 
Mende Londonderry, accompanied by Patrick Hender- 
doncerry. fon, with a view to get a meeting in that city; 
but the magiſtrates would not permit it, diſ- 
perſing all the people who were aſſembled; 
"whereupon Benjamin wrote to the mayor, ſhew- 


ing how diſagreeable it was to chriſtianity, thus 


to treat men, who under a religious concern 


came only to call the inhabitants to repentance. 


They alſo wrote to the inhabitants of the city, 


_ reminding them of the late calamities they had 


ſuffered, and the merciful deliverance they had 


providentially received, and their ſudden forget- 
fulneſs of this great mercy, warning them of 


divine judgments for their ingratitude and pro- 
_ voking fins, if they did not timely repent. 


Has meet After this the ſaid friends had ſeveral meet- 


ings in {un- 


dry places ings in the ſaid county, and in the county of 
Donegall, amongſt a people to whom the Qua- 


amongſt 


kers, ſo called, and their principles, were little 
known. Benjamin had ſeveral meetings of the 
ſame kind in the provinces of Munſter and Con- 


naught ; at Sligo, a few had lately been con- 
vinced, whom he felt a particular concern to 


viſit, in order to ſtrengthen and encourage them 
in the way to peace. 


1713. In the ſecond month, 1913, Benjamin and 


Impriſoned 


ari.cog- three friends came to Longford with the like 
ford. purpoſe, and having obtained a room at their 
inn 
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ple and acquaint the ſovereign of the town, 


who told them he had no objection againſt their 


holding a meeting, but deſired them to acquaint 
Benjamin Spann of it, who was both a juſtice 


of the peace and prieſt of the pariſh. In con- 
ſideration of his office as a civil magiſtrate they 


thought it proper to wait upon him alſo, to ap- 
prize him of their purpoſe; but he quickly diſ- 
covered in what light he held the toleration, 
abruptly telling them with great indignation 


they ſhould have no meeting in that town. Ben- 


239 
inn for a meeting, they went to invite the GT! HAP. 


111. 
— 


jamin Holme replied, they did not come to aſt his 


leave, but as a magiſtrate to inform him thereof, 
and pleaded the Queen's toleration for liberty of 


conſcience, and ſo they parted. But the land- 


lord hearing of Spann's prohibition, told them, 


that in this circumſtance he durſt not by any 


means ſufter a meeting in his houſe, for that Mr. 
Spann would ruin him. Whereupon Benjamin 


Holme and Benjamin Parvin, going to ſeek ano- 


ther place, met the ſaid prieſt in the ſtreet, who 
accoſted them afreſh upon the occaſion. Ben- 
jamin Holme renewed his plea of the Quecn's 
toleration. The prieſt in wrath denied, that 
either man or woman in England or lraland could 
grant à toleration. Benjamin Holme deſired him 


to do as he would be done by. The prieſt re- 


plied, * that is no rule to me.“ His paſſion be- 
ing greatly raiſed, he called for a conſtable; but 
none appearing, he ſeized him himſelf, and ſee- 
ing the jailer near, commanded him to take him 
into cuſtody; and ſo leading him by one arm, 
and the jailer by the other, they put him into 
the dungeon, and after lone abuſive language, 


the 


240 


HISTORY or TurEr 


CHAP. the prieſt laid hold of Benjamin Parvin, and de- 


III. 


1713. 


They told him they could make no ſuch pro- 
miſe, for that no true miniſter of Chriſt was his 
own maſter, but muſt anſwer the requirings of 
him, who called them into his work and ſervice. 
They were locked up that night in the room, 
where they lay on the boards in their great coats 
and boots. The jailer underſtanding they would 
demand their liberty at the expiration of twenty- 
four hours, as they were arbitrarily committed 


livered him to the jailer, who by his orders con- 
fined him in the ſame place, where they fat to- 


gether 1n great peace and contentment for about 


ſix hours, and then the jailer removed them to 


an upper room, where ſeveral friendly perſons 
came to ſee them, and among them one who 


brought them a diſcharge from the prieſt, upon 
condition they ſhould promiſe not to come again, 


nor hold any meeting in or near Longford: 


without a mittimus ſhewing any cauſe, waited 


upon Spann, who then granted a mittimus, 
charging them with coming in contempt of the 


Queen's authority, by force and arms in a hoſ- 


tile manner, to hold a Quaker's meeting in the 


borough of Longtord. 


This charge they denied as falſe in every part 
of it, and particularly that it was not they who 


contemned the Queen's authority, but the prieſt, 


_ Who had publicly declared, © that neither man 
* or woman in England or Ireland could grant 
< a toleration for liberty of conſcience,” and 
who had violated the toleration granted by the 
legiſlature, in impriſoning them; which being re- 
ported to the prieſt, he ſaid, he wiſhed he had 


never ſeen them, and in the evening ſent an 


order 
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order under his hand to the jailer to ſet them at c HAP. 
liberty. III. 
By reaſon of the rebellion which broke out 


in Scotland, the friends in Ireland thought it re- 1715. 


quiſite at this time to teſtify their affection to 
the government, which was done by the follow- 
ing addreſs to the Lords juſtices. 


„ To Charles Duke of Grafton, and Henry 1715. 


2 Galway, lords juſtices, and chief Addreſs to 
18 governors of Ireland. 1 govern- 


occaſion of 


e The humble addreſs of ks people called Qua- 1 


ers, from their national half- year's meet- 
« ing held in Dublin the roth of the ninth 
= MP month, 1715. 


1 May it pleaſe the Lords Juſtices, 


The many and great privileges continued 
% unto us under the king's mild and favourable 


government, and thoſe in authority under 


“him, more eſpecially that we have liberty 


- peaceably to worſhip Almighty God accord- 


ing as he hath perſuaded our conſciences, we 


© eſteem great bleſſings, and lay us under great 


obligations of humility and thankfulneſs, firſt 


<* to God, and then to the king, for the ſame. 
««""THE king having been pleaſed to place you 
chief governors of this kingdom, we take 
leave, in our plain way, to congratulate you 
upon your fafe arrival here, and to affure you 
that we are well affected to king George and 
the preſent government, and have a juſt de- 
Vor. IV. * CC. teſtation 


ment upon 
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c HAP.“ teſtation and abhorrence of all conſpiracies, 


- on 
1715. 


* plots and rebellion againſt the king and go- 
< vernment ; and that it hath been our declared 


principle, as well as practice, ever ſince the 


* Lord called us to be a people, to live peace- 
4 ably and behave dutifully toward thoſe, whom 
*© he hath placed in authority over us, ſo, by 


divine aſſiſtance, we are reſolved, according 


* to our duty, to demean and behave ourſelves 
„towards the king and thoſe in authority under 
© him. 

“ And as we are a people liible to ſufferings 
“ for ouP tender conſciences towards God, we 


_ © entreat, that if any ſuch thing ſhould attend 


er ut under your adminiſtration, you will be 

4 pleaſed favourably to admit us to lay our ſuf- 
* tering caſe before you, in order to ſeek for | OP 
% dreſs. 

„We ſincerely pray to Almighty God, chat 
* he may endue your hearts with divine wiſ⸗ 
dom ſo to govern, that virtue and piety may 


© he encouraged, and the contrary reſtrained, 


that ſo his bleſſing may attend you here in this 


“life, and eternal happineſs 1 in that to come.“ 


Thomas Wilſon and ſeveral others by appoint- 
ment of the national meeting came over to the 
yearly meeting of London as uſual, and at this 
time with a particular view to join with their 
brethren in England, in ſoliciting further eaſe 
with reſpect to the affirmation, which was uneaſy 
to friends in Ireland in a general way, ſome of 
whom had been great ſufferers, becauſe their 
conſciences would not allow them to make uſe 
of the affirmation in its onginal torm. 


Thomas 
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Thomas Story, who was now returned fromCH AP. 


America, went over this year to Ireland, and 
| had meetings not only with his friends, bu 


among ſtrangers, in places where no friends re- 


| III. 


1716. 


omas 


a T 
| ſided, and where the ſociety was little known, story viſits 


amongſt whom his ſervice was generally well trend 


accepted, and he met with little interruption 


until he came to Kilkenny, the inhabitants of 
which city are generally of the Romiſh com- 


munion, or Proteſtants of the high church claſs, 
being the ancient reſidence of the Dukes of Or- 


mond, and at that time under the influence of 


a lordly high prieſt, Veſey, biſhop of Offory, 


whoſe palace is there. Here are few diſſenters 
of any claſs except papiſts; and this biſhop ſeem- 


ed much diſpoſed, as far as he had power, to 


ſuffer no other. _ 


Thomas coming to the city, in company with At Kilken- 


ſundry other friends, with a view to procure a 


meeting amongſt the inhabitants, a proper place 
being procured and fitted up with ſeats, and the- 
meeting gathered according to appointment, 


Some time after Thomas had ſtood up, and was 


ny perſe- 
cuted by 


the biſhop _ 
of Oſſory. 


proceeding in his teſtimony, there came in two 
men, Arthur Webb and Robert Shervington, 


and commanding him to be ſilent, and the peo- 
ple to diſperſe, he took no notice of them for 
ſome time, but proceeded in his teſtimony, un- 


til they diſturbed the meeting to that degree 
that the people were not in a capacity to hear; 


then he ſtopped and aſked them who they 


were, and by what authority they acted thus? 
They anſwered, they were the church-wardens : 


He replied, the church-wardens had no autho- 


rity by the virtue of their office to meddle with 
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CHAP. their meeting, nor power to hinder it ; fo defir- 
III. ed them to deſiſt, and fit down peaceably as 
—— others did. Seeing Thomas and his friends no- 
1716. wiſe alarmed or terrified by their intruſion, as 
they expected, they ordered the people to 


diſperſe, threatening them with the Biſhop's 


court, and began to take ſome names, which 
ſome obſerving went out, but the greateſt part 


ſtayed, being diſpleaſed at the ſpoiling ofthe meet- 


ing which had begun well. Soon after came one 
Joteph Worley, ſerjeant at mace, and a conſtable 
along with him, while Thomas was . {till ſtand- 


ing and exhorting the people as he could get op- 
portunity ; they deſired him to come down, for 


they had a warrant from a juſtice of peace to 


apprehend him, and diſperſe the meeting. Tho- 
mas told them the Quakers were. well known to 
be a peaceable people, and ſubje& to govern- 


ment, and deſired them to have a little patience, 
till he had cleared himſelf to the people, to 
which they diſcovered no averſion, till ſome of 


the ſuperior perſecutors cried out, How well 


you execute your warrant ? They then took 
him, Edward Cooper, Henry Ridgeway and 


John Harris away, in cuſtody to the juſtice's 


| houſe, but he would not be ſeen, being troubled 


that he had been drawn in to ſign. the warrant, 


which was brought to him ready drawn up by 
Robert Connell the biſhop's regiſter, and ſent to 
him by the biſhop, deſiring him to ſign it; it 

was with reluctancy he complied; they took 


them to other juſtices, who evaded inter- 


fering ; till at laſt they were taken before the 
mayor, and this Connell, who being an alder- 
man, was a juſtice of the city by his office; 


they 
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they charged them wien holding a riotous and © H AP. 


unlawful aſſembly, which being denied, Connell 


acknowledged they were not making any diſ- 
turbance, but ſtill it was an unlawful aſſembly, 


the act of toleration in England not extending 


111. 
1716. 


to Ireland. This poſition Thomas Story endea- 


voured to diſprove; theſe magiſtrates then re- 
quired ſecurity for their appearance at the aſ- 


ſizes, and for their good behaviour in the mean 


time; this was refuſed; the juſtices wrote a mit- 
timus, but at laſt diſmiſſed them with menaces 
of the conſequences, if they ſhould attempt to 


hold any more meetings there. — © 
As theſe menaces proceeded from a very -dif- 


ferent diſpoſition to that which the king (to 
whom the biſhop and his adherents were ſufſ- 
peRed to bear no true allegiance) and ſuperior 


order of magiſtrates diſcovered to this people at 


ceed in his diſcourſe about half an hour, when 
the ſame church-wardens diſturbed the meeting 


till the mayor's ſerjeants and conſtables came and 


this time, they were no way diſcouraged by 
them, but concluded to appoint another meet- 
ing next morning; Thomas had ſtood up to pro- 


as before; but little notice was taken of them, 


took Thomas Story ſingly a ſecond time into 
cuſtody, and carried him before the mayor, Con- 


nell and ſome others, who behaved imperiouſly, 
and gave him threatening language. He told 
them they were not to inſult the king's ſub- 
jects, nor vent their own paſſions upon them; 
that if he had broken the law, he was ſubject 
to the law; and if they acted without law, they 
alſo were puniſhable by the law. They again re- 


and 


Committed 


quired ſureties for his appearance at the aſſizes, to priſon. 
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nA and for his good behavigur, and upon his re- 
11. fuſal committed him to jail with the following 
 — mittimus. 
1716. : 
&« City of Kilkenny, ſs. By John Birch, Eſq; 
& Mayor of the ſaid City, and Robert Con- 


„ nell, Eq; one of his M o Juſtices of 
« the Peace for the ſaid City, 


e WE herewith ſend you the body of Thomas | 


- 


N 


Story, he unlawfully aſſembling himſelf with 


'C 


A && 


“ ſufficient ſecurity for his appearance next 


aſſizes, and for his good behaviour, and him 


a 


c 
c 
* 

10 


of law; and for ſo doing this ſhall be your 
Warrant. Given under our hands and ſeals 
this 28th day of February, 1716, 


8 * 200 Bixcn, Mayor, 18 


5. Rosrar CONNELL. 


« To the Keeper of his Ma- 
« jeſty's Jail of the ſaid 
\& City, Theſe.” 


By this mittimus he was ſent to the town 


Jail, and put into the common ward among 


thieves, in irons; but was not ſuffered to ſtay 
He is by the 
Sheriff re- 


hagen affected to the king, in reſentment to the ma- 


licious and arbitrary proceedings of the oppo- 


ite party, took him out of the common pri- 
fon 


ſeveral other perſons, and refuſing to find 


to keep, till thence diſcharged by the courſe 


there very long, for Anthony Blunt, the ſhe- 
movedto Tiff of the city, a very civil young man, well 


vn 


ng 
ay 


he- 
rell 


na- 


po- 


gri- 
ſon 


PEOPLE carte QUAKERS. 


| fon to his own houſe, where he was provid- C HAP. 


ed with a very good room and agreeable ac- 
commodations, to the diſappointment of the 
biſhop. HEE 7 0 5 
The account of his impriſonment brought 
friends from ſeveral parts to viſit him, and 


many ſtayed in town till the firſt day; they where he 
had a meeting in the ſheriff's houſe, his wife eye 


meeting. 


and family and many perſons of the neigh- 
bourhood being preſent, wherein Thomas Story 
bore his teſtimony againſt Anti-chriſt and his 
miniſters, to the eaſe of his own mind and the 


ſatisfaction of his audience. 


The next day, going in company with 


ſome friends to take the air in the duke of 


Ormond's gardens, he was accoſted by ſeveral 


perſons, whom curiofity drew to enter into con- 


verſation with this priſoner at large; among 


the reſt juſtice Warren, who granted the war- 
rant for apprehending him, and acknowledged 
his ſorrow for it; and Alderman Haddock 


and others, who entering into conference with 
him, began to diſcourſe about his confine- 
ment, at which they freely expreſſed their in- 


dignation. 


In the mean time the mayor and alderman 
Connell alſo came in a great chafe, which was 
heightened when they ſaw theſe perſons in 
friendly converſation with him, As they ad- 
vanced towards them, Thomas began to ſpeak 
to his company, concerning the grounds upon 
which they founded their proceedings, viz. a a 
ſuppoſition that the toleration act did not reach 


Ireland, which Thomas proceeded to refute, 
| ſhewing that the act extended to all the king's 
dominions; that this had been the intention 


of 


* 


c HA of the king and his predeceſſors, ſince the law 


III. 
. 
1716. 
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was made, and that upon ſeveral addrefles pre- 
ſented to him by friends, the king had aſſured 
them of his protection, particularly on one 


from the laſt yearly meeting of London, when 


Thomas was preſent with many others, he was 


pleaſed to anſwer their addreſs in theſe words, 


% thank you for your aſſurance of duty and 


©. affection to my perſon and government, and 


© you may always depend upon my protection. 


« But it ſeems,” continued he, “'the mayor 
« and the magiſtrates here inſiſt in an opi- 
% nion quite oppoſite to this, at the hazard 


© of what may follow; for you may aſſure 
« yourſelves we are 28 jealous and tenacious 


of our goſpel and natural liberties, as any 


„ body here can be bent to deprive us of 5 


The mayor 


applies to 
Juſtice 
Warren to 
join in ſend- 
ing T. 8. 
out of the 
eounty, 

W ho refuſes. 


but leave them to their own meaſures. This 


„ them.“ 


The Mayor and bis party 1 great 


rancour. They immediately applied to Juſtice 
Warren to join them in ſending him out of 
the county, for their own juriſdiction extended 


no farther than the precincts of the city. But 


the juſtice refuſed, telling them he had done 
too much of this drudgery for them already, 
and would have no further concern with them, 


vexed them greatly, and occaſioned more words, 
which grew pretty hot on both ſides, till the 
juſtices and their party, who were for the king 


and indulgence, alked them, how they came 
« to connive at fo many maſſes in open view, 
< and be ſo furious upon the king's friends and 
e peaceable ſubjects?ꝰ = And pray, Mr. Mayor,” 


ſaid he, what notice have you taken of the 


: ſeditious ſermon you heard yeſterday in the 


„ little 
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6“ ſo much ſevere uſage; did you, Sir, demand 
that perſon's notes, and bring him to ac- 
ce count for it?” The mayor replied, * that 
„ was my lord biſhop's buſineſs, not mine.” 
* If that was not your buſineſs, being a mat- 
ter of religion, pray how comes it to be ſo 
much your buſineſs to meddle with theſe peo- 


cc 
cc 
* 
1 
=> 


Bo they have equal right and liberty with other 
* his majeſty's proteſtant ſubjeQs.” 


This diſcourſe plainly diſcovers the temper 
of both parties, and of what claſs the perſecu- 
tors were; and it had that effect upon the 


mayor, that when he grew cool the next day, 


he took up the mittimus, and ſent Thomas 


Story word that he was at liberty, and might 


and made 
an apology for his conduct, that he would not 


go when and whither he pleaſed ; 
have done what he did, but that the Clergy as one 
man ſtrongly urged bim 10 it, 
they had thought him a man for the church, 


but to find him ſo remiſs, looked quite other. 
wiſe; that for his own part it gave him no con- 


cern what meetings they had, and was glad he 
was now like to be out of the way, being 


obliged to attend the judges at the aſſizes at 
Wexford as deputy clerk of the crown, hoping 


all would be over in his abſence. Vet he was 


again drawn in by the biſhop to repeat the like 


treatment. 


ple, who have given you no other occaſion 
but about their religious opinions, to which 


by telling him, 
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little church? you can hear ſuch with plea- c HA P. 


ſure, whilſt you treat theſe loyal ſubjects b III. 
— 


1716. 


Many friends from divers places being « come Again im- 
to viſit Thomas Story, mey concluded upon priſoned. 


another 
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cn Ar. another meeting next firſt day in the ſame place, 


III. 


which was interrupted in like manner as the 


— former had been, and Thomas again taken pri- 
1716. foner, and after him William Brookfield of Dub. 


and dif- 
charged. 


The biſhop 
at the bot- 


lin, who ftood up to ſpeak after Thomas was 


taken away; they ſtaid but a ſhort time, till the 
ſheriff again took them to his own houſe. 


Connell, the biſhop's regiſter, held the offce 
of deputy-mayor during the mayor's abſence, 
and apprehending him ſtill a priſoner under 


the Mayor's mittimus, not knowing, or not 
owning the knowledge of its being taken up, _ 
he had cauſed him to be taken and confined _ 
as a priſoner at large, but finding his miſtake | 
diſmiſſed them for that time. 


They met again about three o clock in the 


afternoon of the ſame day, and the biſhop hear- 


ing of it, told one of the ſerjeants, if they met | 
again, he would have him put them in the 
Rocks, till he came from Church; but many 


people gathering, after a time of comforta- 


dle ſilence, under a ſenſe of the divine preſence, 


Thomas ſtood up to ſpeak, and had gone on for 
ſome time, the people being very ſtill, very well 


ſatisfied with what they heard, and very deſi- 


rous to hear him out, when he conſtables and 


ſerjeants came again, but being grown weary of 
the invidious office, with great reluctance and 


with apologies, and ſo faintly, that they could 
hardly touch him; and one of them naming 
the biſhop to be concerned, furniſhed Thomas 


=—_ „l this With an occafion to remark, they were not igno- 
perſecution. rant all this time, who was at the bottom of theſe 


perſecuting meaſures, but now they heard plainly 
it was he biſhop. 


The 
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The officers taking him away, it gave great CH AP. 
offence to the people, many of whom followed 111. 
them, calling out © ſhame.” Thomas adviſed -w— 
them to avoid diſturbance, that no advantage 1716. 
might be taken. The officers, abaſhed and trou- 
| bled, expreſſed their concern, that their offices 
ſhould ſubject them to actions ſo contrary to 
their inclinations, entreated him to walk up to 
his lodgings till church was done; he told them 
he was in their cuſtody, and muſt go whither they 
_ ſhould take him; whereupon they accompanied 
him to the ſheriff's houſe. In the mean time the 
meeting continued; William Brookfield appear- 
ed in the miniſtry ; ſome conſtables were there, 
who ſtood without, as if they had no mind 
co underſtand or hear any thing; the meet- 
= ing ended in order, and friends were greatly 
1 comforted. 
Next morning Thomas left Kilkenny to take 7. 3 lms 
ſome meetings in the country, with an intention Filkeany | 
to return thither at the aſſizes, the latter end of wok ah ae 
F the week, for he thought it neceſſary to be there 
at that time, as his adverſaries had required 
| ſureties for his appearance there, which, though 
- 2 not free to give, yet, conſcious of his own inno- 
] _ cence, he eſteemed his reputation and that of 
f | his profeſſion called upon him to ſhew himſelf 
i there, and thereby demonſtrate he feared no legal 
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enquiry into his conduct. 5 
He returned accordingly, accompanied by but returns 
many friends from different parts, which made to dhe 
Aſlzca 
. his return ſoon known, and raiſed the people's 
2 curioſity to ſee how the affair would termi- 
y nate. Some friends went to the judges, and 
apprized them of Thomas s caſe and his treat- 
ment 
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C H AP. ment by the high- church perſecutors, at the 
mu. inſtigation of the biſhop of Offory ; and Amos 
'6, Strettell and ſome friends of Dublin had pro- 


cured a letter from one of the intended Lord's 


| Juſtices to one of the Judges; for the 3 
vernment favoured friends, and inclined to do 


all they could for them in honor and lafety. 


The judges ſent for the ſheriff to examine the 


calendar, and not finding the mittimus therein, 


it appeared that his adverfaries had little hopes of 


gaining any thing by a proſecution, and there- 


fore having exerciied their power as far as they 


durit, were willing to drop further proceed- 
ings, which muſt here redound to their diſ- 
credit and diſappointment. And the judges ad- 


viſed Thomas and his friends to overlook their 


proceedings for that time, which they readily 


complied with. That evening the judge in 


his charge declared it was treaſon in any to 


pull down or deface any public religious meet- 


ing-houſe, which having been a practice with 


the populace, intoxicated by the cry of Sacheve- 


rel and High Church, was conſtrued by the pub- 


lic as a ſtroke at the partiſans. of. that faction, 


who were in power at Kilkenny. 
Friends ap- Thus Thomas being releaſed from the power 
point ano of his opponents, and the next day bong the 


ther meet- 


ne. which firſt of the week, he and his friends concluded to 
encetd to: amount another meeting, which was very full, 


ſatisfact 
i 1 5 comfortable and quiet. Juſt as Patrick Hen- 


derſon had kneeled down to prayer, the mayor's 
ſerjeants came in very quietly, ſtayed till he had 
done, and till Thomas Story ſtood up and ſpake 
awhile ; then one of the ſerjeants ſtood up, and 
with great reluctance, (as was apprehended) and 
low 
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low voice, ſaid, he was ſent by the mayor to c HAP. 


command them in the king's name to diſperſe; III. 
but quickly added, “ but if you will not, I can 
„not compel you,” and ſo went civilly away. De pk 
Thomas had an opportunity now, for the firſt 


time, to go through with the ſubject before him, 


and after a time of e the meeting con- 


cluded. 


They had another meeting in the afternoon, T. S. again 


in which they met with no interruption or dif- pee 


to priſon on 


turbance. Yet the biſhop finding the former the A of 


meaſures ineffectual to accompliſh his defire, Uniform. 


was meditating further means of gaining his 


ends. He had conceived a notion that the Act 
of Uniformity paſſed in the reign of Charles II. 
would reach Thomas Story's caſe, and he was 
| fo precipitate as to iſſue a warrant in his own 


name, directed to the ſheriff to arreſt and com- 


mit him to the common jail for three months 


without bail or mainprize ; intending to wreak 


his malice by confining him in an incommodi— 
ous common priſon the whole time; for he had 
ſent for the ſheriff and reprimanded him ſharp- 
ly, and threatened to call him before the houſe of 


lords, for giving him the liberty of the town upon 
his firſt commitment. 


Upon a conſultation between the biſhop, the 
mayor and alderman Connell, the biſhop's miſ- 
take was diſcovered in giving the warrant him- 


ſelf; for, by the act upon which he proceeded, 
he was only to certify the offence to two juſ- 


tices or mayor, and then the civil magiſtrate 
was to iſſue his warrant and mittimus. This 
error being detected, it was concluded that the 


mayor ſhould ifſue his warrant and mittimus, 


which he did accordingly as followeth : _ 
cc City 
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HISTORY or Tut 


« City of Kiltewny, d, By John Birch, , 
« Mayor of the Jai City. 


„ Whereas I received a Certificate, under 
« the hand and ſeal of the Right Reverend 
% Father in God Thomas Lord Biſhop of Oſory, 


in which he certifies, that Thomas Story, a | 


Quaker, did this day preach in the ſaid City 
of Kilkenny, contrary to the Act of Uniformi- 
ty made in the ſeventeenth year of the reign 
of King Charles the Second. 

< Thele are therefore in purſuance of the ſaid 
Act and Certificate, to will and require you, 


* on ſight hereof, to apprehend the body of the 


| faid Thomas Story, and him fo apprehended to 


«© convey to the common jail of the ſaid City, 


there to remain for the ſpace of three months, 
without bail or mainprize ; whereof fail not 
at your peril, and for your fo doing this ſhall 


Abe your Warrant. Given under my hand and 


5 ſeal this 17th day of March 1716. 


2 Joux Binen, Mayor, 


« To the . Conſtables, and 


* Officers of the ſaid City.” th 


This warrant was ſerved upon him in the even- 


ing of the ſame * at the ſheriff's; but the 


ſheriff declared he ſhould not leave his houſe 


that night, whatever the conſequence might 


be. Thomas ſoon after procured the act, and 
read it over carefully, whereby he was clearly 
convinced, they had exceeded the limits of law, 


the act having no relation to the people called 


- As 


1 


PEOPLE CALLED | QUAKERS. 


Quakers, their meetings or preaching ; but only CHAP. 


to their own pariſh prieſts, to reduce them to 


one ſcantling, and uniformity of prayer and 
| worſhip ; and to prevent the miniſters of Oli- 1716. 


ver's days from retaining the benefices of which 
they were in poſſeſſion, without an unreſerved 


conformity to the epiſcopal church in every reſ- 


pect; but had no reſpect to thoſe who preached 


without pay. 


Upon this diſcovery he told the ſheriff it 
was falſe impriſonment, and defired him and 
others to take down in writing at what time 
he was arreſted, becauſe there might be occa- 
ſion for their evidence. The ſherift ſeemed 


ſurpriſed that the great biſhop and his coun- 


_— 


- ſellors ſhould commit ſuch a blunder; however 


he took account of the time. 


But it ſeems probable, that upon further 
conſultation and conſideration, they had them- 
ſelves diſcovered their miſtake, for next morn- 
ing, pretty early, the ſerjeant who arreſted him, 


inſtead of conveying him to the common jail, 


to which he was committed, brought him a 
| meſſage from the mayor, that he had taken up 
the warrant and mittimus, and that he was at Finally fer 
liberty to go where he pleaſed. Thomas obſerv- 


ed upon this, that the mayor ought to ſend him 


2 liberate under his hand and ſeal, and not 
imagine him entirely at his diſpoſal, to tols 
in and out of jail at his pleaſure, but that he had 
his remedy at law againſt him and them who had 

uſed him thus. | 

Ihe ſerjeant retired, and a little after the 

mayor came himſelf to inform him he was at 

liberty, for he taken up the mittimus and de- 
ſtroyed 
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CHAP. ſtroyed it. Thomas ſaid, ** Since that violence, 0 


He © by which my juſt liberty hath been obſtructed 
c is taken away, it is now returned to its natu- 
1716. &« ral courſe, and if I could find it conſiſt with 


« what 1 profeſs, I might conſider of ways and 


+ means to do myſelf juſtice againſt ſuch vio- 
lent and illegal proceedings ; but as it is a 


o 


5 


* wrong done me for the ſake of my religion, 
« I may probably bear it with patience for 


that reaſon, being ſenſible of the advantage 


33 


„I have of my enemies.“ The mayor made 
very little reply, but civilly departed. 

The reſult of theſe proceedings was honorable 
to Thomas and his friends, and their profeſſion 


gained ground in the eſtimation of the public. 


Many eyes were opened to ſee the biſhop and his 


_ ſpirit and party, and what might be expected, if 


he and they were reinſtated in that power, which 


they {till graſped after and longed for, at the 
ſame time looking with an invidious eye at the 


toleration, nen deprived them of i it. 


CHAP. 


p 


PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 


IRELAND comme. 


Friends allowed to 1 Bills in Chanciry upon : 


their Aſir mation. Act of Exemption from the 


Penalties of ſecond Eliz.—A Provincial Viſit. — 
Virſi Affirmation Ad in Ireland —Account of 


John Barcroft — Alexander Seaton.— Thomas” 


Wight, and T homas Wit on. 


ALTnOUOH the . in . in c HA p. 
this kingdom, and the people called Quakers in 


257 


particular,, do not appear to have been' ſubje& — 


that they were in England during the reign of 


King Charles and after, as, I apprehend, ſeveral 
of the penal laws of that reign did not ex- 
tend to Ireland; ſo. as yet. they had not 
received the legal privileges which their bre- 


thren in England had done by the Act of Tolera- 


tion, or that for accepting their ſolemn Affirmation 
inſtead of an Oath. But in the year 1719 they 
received a partial relief in both cafes. Great 


ſufferings having attended them lately as well 


as formerly, through the litigious and frau- 
dulent practices of ill-deſigning men, in filing 
bills in Chancery againſt them, where their 
anſwers. would not be received without an oath, 
frequently in order to defraud them of their 
juſt dues. Friends being encouraged by the 


moderate and indulgent diſpoſition. of the pre- 
"Obs IV. 8 lent 


to perſecution for their religion to that degree 1718, 


Affirmation 
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CHAP. ſent govelnment, concluded if an act for a 
Iv. plain and eaſy affirmation could not be yet 
— obtained, to endeavour to procure a clauſe in 
718. ſome ſuitable bill to empower the Chancellor 
and the Barons of the Exchequer to receive 
friends anſwers without an oath in ſuch caſes 
as they might think convenient; and their ap- 
5 plication was fo. far attended with ſucceſs. 
Friends in an act of parliament, entitled © An Act for 
anſwers to 


bills in 
Chancery tained, allowing friends anſwers to bills 


. ee chancery upon their affirmation, and producing 
a certificate ſigned by fix creditable friends; 
but they did not obtain a general affirmation 
acc till the year 1 and chen ony for three 
„ 
AtofEx> The ſame year a clauſe was obtained in an 
Api act paſſed for exempting proteſtant diſſenters 
|  penaltiesof from certain penalties to which they were lia- 
* Fl. ple, allowing friends the privilege (in common 
with the others) of worſhipping God according to 
their conſciences without moleſtation. It was 
| hereby enaQted, that the ſtatute of the ſecond 
of Queen Elizabeth for the uniformity of com- 
mon prayer, whereby all perſons are required to 
reſort to their pariſh church or chapel, &c. ſhall 
not extend to any proteſtant diſſenters, who 
ſhall take the oaths of fidelity, &c. under the 
ke reſtrictions with the act of exemption and 
toleration paſſed in England in 1688. And 
every Quaker, who ſhall make or ſubſcribe the 
declaration of fidelity to King George, of re- 
nouncing the pope and pretender, Ke. ſhall be 
"exempted from all penalties in the aforeſaid 
act, and ſhall enjoy all the privileges and advan- 
| rages a8 other Proteſtant diſſenters. | 


allowed. 


For 


the Amendment of the Law,” a clauſe was — 
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The ſociety being, through the favour of di- c HA P. 


vine providence, and the clemency of the rulers 
of the land, exempted from the ſevere trials 
and grievous ſufferings to which they had former- 

ly been expoſed, were now expoſed to trials of 


a different kind, v1z. a ſeaſon of peace and proſ- 


perity, which ſome amongſt them, both in this 
and the neighbouring nation, were obſerved not 
to ſuſtain with that fortitude, wiſdom and in- 


flexible virtue, which their predeceſſors had 
maintained, through the ſeverities inflicted upon 


them. Complaints were made to the national 
meeting, in the third month, of the diſregard 


to the rules and good order of the ſociety, 
diſcoverable in libertiniſm in conduct amongſt 
many of the youth, and a negligence and luke- 


warmneſs of ſpirit in the diſcharge of religi- 
ous duties in ſome of more advanced age; 


that an aſpiring mind had incited ſome indi- 
viduals to extend in commercial engagements 
beyond the bounds of moderation, or beyond the 

extent of their own capital, or capacity to ma- 
nage with reputation and juſtice, whereby the 
property of other men was invaded; debts con- 
tracted above their ability to pay, to the inju- 
ry of their creditors, and the reproach of their 
religious profeſſion. In order to obviate theſe 
and other evils, a provincial. viſit was made to A provin- 
the ſeveral monthly meetings in the provinces ci viſit. 


of Leiniter and Ulſter ; and Ambroſe Rigge's 


warning * ordered to be reprinted and diſtributed 
amongſt friends for general caution. 
| This year ſeveral friends, according to 98 
practice, were deputed to attend the yearly 
meeting of London, to endeavour with their 


D ES friends 


* See 1 12. 


IV. 
— 
1720. 
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CHAP. friends there to promote a joint application 

Iv. for a form of affirmation that might be eaſy 

to all friends. 
1721- of them, ſpent ſome time in viſiting the meet- 

Som 

friends of ings of friends in ſundry parts of England, 


this nation and afterwards in the city of London, in join- 
paſs over to. 


England to ing his aſſiſtance with friends there in their ſo- 


romote an 
ics licitations to parliament for the relief defired, 


for amend- which, we have ſeen, was attended with ſucceſs 


_—— ee in obtaining ſuch a form of affirmation as made 


a, it eaſy to all friends, to their general comfort and 
ſatisfaction. 5 
17222 And friends in Ireland, who generally diſap- 


proved the form of the firſt affirmation, and did 


not expect to obtain a more eaſy form from 
the parliament of that kingdom than they had 
a precedent for from England, had made no ap- 
plication on that account till now ; but having 


Application Now a precedent to their mind, they ſolicited 


e- the legiſlature of Ireland to grant them the like 


in treland, favour, as the parliament of England had grant- 


ed to their brethren there, and ſucceeded ſo 


far as to obtain an act to accept their ſolemn affir- 
mation in the ſame terms and under the ſame 
reſtrictions as their brethren in England had done, 
to continue in force for three years, and to 
the end of the then next ſeſſions of parliament *. 


* This affirmation, which was afterwards made perpetual 
in 1746 (the 19th year of Geo. II.) is in theſe words: 
TA. Ba ſolemnly, fincerely, and truly declare and affirm :” 
And no perſon is entitled to it, unleſs he ſhall affirm in the 


form aforeſaid, that he is of the prefe ion of the people called 


% Duakers, and has been fo for one year laſt paſt.” 

The affirmation will not qualify a perſon to hold any place 
under the government, or to ſerve on juries, or to give evi- 
dence i in criminal cauſes. | 


Thomas Wilſon, who was one 
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nate his mind with a clear fight of the duty 
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In this year died John Barcroft, of Arkill, c HAP, 
near Edenderry. He was the ſon of William lr. 
and Margaret Barcroft, born at Shralegh, near . 
Roſenallis in the Queen's county, in the year , '/** 


ccount of 


1664. He was the firſt friend who came to John — 


ſettle near Edenderry after the wars, and was Os 


principally helpful to ſettle a meetin ng. in that 
town, encouraging a few families of friends to 
meet together to worſhip God, and was very ſer- 


viceable in that meeting, which ſince became very 


large. 
His example gave efficacy to his endeavours, 


being himſelf a zealous attender of theſe meet- 
ings, and that not in a formal way, but under 


a lively ſenſe of the ſolemnity of the duty, he 
was diligently exerciſed to wait for power to 


_ worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth, according 


to his requiring, whereby he experienced a 


growth in the knowledge of God, and the myſ- 
teries of his kingdom; and his heart being 
thus prepared, he received a gift in the minil- 


try about the 33d year of his age. But being 
a modeſt and humble man, he was poſſeſſed of 
great fears, in the proſpect of being called to 
this ſervice ; the various remarks and cenſures 
to which he might be expoſed ; his obſerving 
ſome in that line, who hurt themſelves and 
the people by exceeding the bounds of their 
gifts, multiplying words without life, were diſ- 
couragements in his way, to that degree, that he 


loſt his hold of the true faith, which gets the 


victory over fleſhly reaſonings, and was left for 


a ſeaſon in the dark; but afterwards it pleaſed 


the Lord to cauſe the true light to re.illumi— 


he 
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CH A P. he required of him, and then he was ſtrengthen- 


IV. 


ed to give up in obedience to the heavenly call, 


and in great tear uttered a few words in the 


1722. 


Account > In the firſt month 1923-4 died Alexander 


Alexander 
Scaton. 


meeting, and in proceſs of time became a di- 
ligent and ſucceſsful labourer for the promotion 
of righteouſneſs, both in his native country and 


in England; having viſited the meetings in 


the provinces of Ulſter and Munſter, ſeverally, 
eleven times, in the ſervice of the goſpel, to 
his own peace and the edification of the churches, 
and been ten times at the yearly meeting of Lon- 
don. 


His miniſtry was plain and lively, in which 
he was not forward to make a public appear- 


ance, without real neceſſity. In the manage- 


ment of his outward affairs he was diligent and 
_ diſcreet, yet fervent in ſpirit, he kept them ſo 


in their proper place, as not to ſuffer them to 
be any impediment to his religious duties, be- 


ing freely given up to ſerve the Lord, his 
church and people, preferring the proſperity of 
truth and righteouſneſs as his chief joy. His 
_ converſation among men eminently adorned his 


profeſſion ; being affable and cheerful, yet grave, 
meek and humble, preferring others before 
himſelf. A peace-maker, ſingularly ſerviceable 


in compoſing differences. A uſeful helper in 


the government of the church, being well qua- 
lified for that ſervice, and his hands ſtrengthened 
therein, by ruling well his own houſe. A ſym- 
pathizing viſiter of the ſick and the afflicted ; 


charitable to the poor, and given to hoſpita- 


lity. 


Seaton of Hillſborough, about the 71ſt year 


of his age, and 47th of his minikrx. He was 


born 
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born in Aberdeen county in Scotland, and at the © vs 75 P. 


age of ſeventeen was put to the college of old 
Aberdeen, where he continued about two years. 
He afterwards ſtaid ſome time at the houſe of 
Alexander Forbes of Acorthies, whoſe wife was 
his kinſwoman; and they being friends exem- 


plary in conduct, it pleaſed the Lord to open 
his underſtanding, ſo that he was convinced of 
the truth of our principles in the year 1675, 
and afterwards confirmed by being preſent at à 
diſpute between Robert Barclay and George 


Keith, and ſome ſtudents of the univerſity. In the 


year 1676, he with many other friends was com- 
mitted a priſoner to the Tolbooth of Aberdeen, 


where he was detamed nineteen months, in 


which time his mouth was opened in a living tef- 
timony to the truth, which he continued after- 
wards to bear when at liberty, labouring in the 
goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” be- 
ing inſtrumental to turn people from; dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of ſatan to 
God, in Scotland, Ireland and England. 


Some time after his marriage he took. up his 


| abode in Glaſgow, where he reſided ſome years. 
The few friends who reſided -in- that city. ſuf- 
fered much perſecution, both from the magy- 
trates and the rude multitude, who haling them 
out of their meetings, beat and abuſed them in 
the ſtreets, frequently to the danger of their lives, 


and committed them to prion. On this ac- 


count our friend A. Seaton found himſelf en- 
gaged in mind to dwell there, not only to bear 
a part of the burdtn in the heat of that time 


of perſecution, but alſo for the ſtrengthening, 
comforting and encouraging his brethren to 


faithfulneſs and conſtaney through their various 
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CHAP, tribulations, which had ſo good an effect, that 


IV. 


\ — 5 i 


1723. 


he was inſtrumental, by the Lord's 3 


ance, to overcome the perſecutions, ſo that 
friends enjoyed their meetings more peaceably 
than before. Now finding himſelf free to leave 


_ Glaſgow, he took his family over to Ireland, 


and ſettled at Hillſborough, in the county of 


Don. He there duly attended meetings at 


home, as allo the monthly and provincial meet- 
ings, in which he was of good ſervice both in 


doctrine and diſcipline, having a large, ſound and 
clear gift in the miniſtry; and although a ſcholar, 
was not much known as fuch in his ſervices for 


the Lord, not eſteeming that learning in com- 
pariſon of the gift of God and the operation 


of his holy ſpirit, under which he was a faith- 
ful, humble and meek labourer in the work of 
the miniſtry, to the informing the underſtand- 
ings of the ignorant, and to the comfort and 
encouragement of Sion's travellers ; ; prudent, 


conſiderate and ſeaſonable in offering his gift; 
powerful in prayer; in diſcipline of a deep 


and ſolid judgment, often helpful in difficult 
caſes. He was a man of a good underſtand- 
ing; of clear and ſound reaſoning ; of few 
words in converſation, and little acquainted 
with the things of the world. He uſed daily 
to devote ſome part of his time to religious 
retirement, and adorned the doctrine of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by a folid deportment and 
exemplary converſation. In the latter part of 
his time he was much afflicted with bodily 
weakneſs, which he bore With patience and re- 
ſignation, and died in 800 


Hen having, am many other ſweet expreſ- 


ſions 


t peace and quiet- 


„ 


PEOPLE CALLED OU AK ERS. 


ſions on his death. bed, declared, that he had par- ch A r. 
taken of the earnęſt f that Joy which Should never 


have an end. 


This year died Thomas Wight of Cork, | in the Thom 
84th year ot his age. He was the ſon of Rice Wight. 


Wight, prieſt of Bandon, a man zealous in the 
diſcharge of his office, and more devoted and 


tender in that reſpect than the generality of that 
claſs of men, and very itriQ in the education of 


his children in the eſtabliſhed church. Thomas 
ſerved a hard apprenticeſhip with a clothier in 


Bandon, and whilſt in his ſervice, hearing of a 


Quakers meeting to be held in that neighbour- 


hood, he went to it out of curioſity ; but finding 
that the people fat for a long time ſilent, he 


began to be very uneaſy, and to think within 


| himſelf, that as he had heard the Quakers were 
witches, he might be bewitched if he ſaid any 
longer. However, he waited a little while, when 
Francis Howgill ſtood up and uttered thefe words: 


«© Before the eye can ſee, it muſt be opened ; be- 


© fore the ear can hear, it muſt be unſtopped ; 
and before the heart can underſtand, it muſt 


„ be 1lluminated.” Theſe three ſentences, as 


Francis opened them to the congregation with 
great clearneſs and energy, made a deep im- 
preſſion on his mind, and he became in a 


great meaſure convinced of the truth of the 
doctrine preached ; but the prejudice of educa- 
tion, and the ſhame and reproach he underwent 
ng his relations for going to the Quakers meet- 


„for a while effaced that impreſſion, until 

Edward Burrough came into thoſe. parts, whoſe 
preaching was ſo powerful and reaching to the 
= late of his ſoul, and accompanied with ſuch an 


cv idence 
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C H AP. evidence of truth, that he was no longer able 


IV, 


to withſtand it. He now reſolved, through di- 


— vine aſliſtance, to be faithful according to the 


1724. 


light received, through all difficulties that might 


attend; and indeed he became a proverb and a 
by-word among his relations and acquaintance, 
but he bore it with exemplary patience. Being 
rejected by his relations, he lived ſome time with 


his maſter, who had a great reſpect for him, on 
account of his ſingular faithfulneſs and ruſtineſs 
in his ſervice. 


In the year 1670 he married, and in proceſs of 
time had a numerous family, whereupon he en- 


aged in a conſiderable degree of buſineſs, and in 
all probability might ſoon have acquired a large 
ſhare of worldly riches; but he was ſtopped in 
the purſuit hereof by an illumination, as he 
thought, deeply affecting his mind with a ſenſe to 
this purpoſe, that he could not be heir to two king- 


doms. Hereupon he grew more retired from the 
world and the concerns thereof, and devoted his 
mind to the ſervice and promotion of truth, pre- 
ferring this before tranſitory riches. He became 


an able ſcribe and clerk for the meeting of Cork, 


and province of Munſter, from the year 1680 till 
his death, diſcharging this office from a religious 
inprefion on his mind and zeal for the good 


cauſe. He was the perſon principally concerned 


in compiling an hiſtorical account of the rife and 
Pprogreſs of friends in ireland, which he finiſhed 
to the year 1500. He was a man of an exem- 
plary lite and converſation, and good conduct in 
the education of his children; ; A pattern of plain - 


nels, and a diligent attender of meetings both at 
home and abroad, being zealous for the promo- 
tion 
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and reſignation to the Lord's will, and on his 
death bed teſtified his great ſatisfaction, that he 


267 
tion of truth. He was ſeized with an indiſpoſi- CHAP. 
tion which proved mortal in the 9th month 1724, 


under which he ſhewed great compoſure of mind 
1724. 


Iv. 


had not put off the great affair of the ſalvation 


of his ſoul to the laſt, ſignifying that God had 


ſealed his ſalvation to him, to the great comfort 


of thoſe preſent. 

In this year Thomas Wilſon of Thornwell, 
near Edenderry, in the king's county, departed 
this life. A man, who under an unpoliſhed exte- 
rior covered great mental abilities, natural and 


ſpiritual. He was born at Soulby, in the pariſh 
of Daker, in Cumberland. His education was 
in the way of the church of England, as to reli- 
gious profeſſion; but he had little advantage 


thereby, in the improvement of his underſtand- 


the kingdom of heaven, and well qualified to in- 
ſtruct others in the way of life and falvation. In 


gave a diligent attendance to the public aſſemblies 
for worſhip, to hear ſermons, and repeat them as 
acts of religious duty, and ſo zealous, as that 


afternoon. But he found the ear was not fa- 
tisfied with hearing, as not being productive of 


1725. 
Thom as. 
Willon. 


ing by Uerary knowledge, being plainly an illi- 
terate man. Yet by faithfulneſs to the diſcovery 
of the divine light, he became well inſtructed to 


his early youth, from a religious turn of mind, he 


| ſometimes after ſermon in the forenoon hy would 
travel ſeveral miles on foot to hear another in the 


the clear diſcovery of the way to ſalvation, the 


knowledge of which was the earneſt defire of 


his foul. And as the ſinging of pſalms was one 


part of their devotional exerciſe in the public 


worſhip, 


268 


ec H AP, worſhip, he found a ſtop in his own mind from 
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joining in that part of their worſhip, from a ſe- 


-— cret intelligence that men ſhould be made holy, 


1725. before they could ſing to the praiſe and glory of 


God; an attainment which he found, by an inſpec- 
tion into the {tate of his own mind, he was too deſ- 
titute of; he alſo found himſelf diſqualified to ſing 


under the preſent affection of his mind, which 


was that of a Godly ſorrow, rs: the heavy load 


_ of ſin. 


About this time he went to a meeting of the 


people called Quakers, where a friend exhorted 


to an inward waiting upon the Lord in faith, to 
receive power from him over every unclean thought, 
by: which heavenly power, men might glorify and 


praiſe the name of the Lord, through the ability of 
his owon free gift. This affected him greatly, be- 
ing ſenſible that this was what he much wanted, 

and he was ſeized with fear and trembling to that : 


degree, that the table whereon he leaned was 


| ſhaken, and the cry of his ſoul was, Lord, cre- 
ate in me a clean heart and being made ſenſible, 


that what was to be known of God is manifeſt 
in man, he was drawn off from a dependance 


on the doctrines of men, and hearing the prieſts 


and repeating their ſermons, to turn his atten- 


tion to the reproof of inſtruction in his own. 
heart, whereby he found ſin diſcovered to be ex- 
ceeding finful, and all the evil that he had done 
was detected, condemned and judged down by 


the meaſure of light with which he was favoured, 


producing that godly ſorrow which leads to un- 


feigned repentance. In this frame of mind he 
fat down among friends in their ſilent meetings, 


| patiently enduring. the diſpenſation of condem- 
nation 
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nation for fin, till by the aſſiſtance of divine © HAP. 


grace (for which he was fervent in prayer and 
_ diligent in waiting) he gradually experienced 
judgment brought torth unto victory. 
Through a reverent attention to the inward 
teaching of the teacher which cannot be removed 
into a corner, in their ſilent aſſemblies friends 
becoming heavenly minded, and nearly united in 
love one to another, divine power was much felt, 
and inwardly revealed amongſt them, when no 
words were ſpoken 3 and they experienced the 
waſhing of regeneration gradually cleanſing their 
hearts, and the renewings of the holy ghoſt ſo 
filling their ſouls, that they were concerned of 
their fullneſs to miniſter to others. Amongſt 
the reſt, this friend felt it his duty to miniſter at 
firſt in a few words in great fear, but through fi- 
delity improving the talent, and being enlarged 
in his gift, the word of the Lord, through him, 
| was as a flame of fire againſt all fin and iniquity. 
And he ſoon felt an engagement on his mind, 
through the prevalence of the love ſhed abroad in 
his heart, to travel abroad, to edify his brethren 
with his gilt, and to call ſinners. to bly oo ants 
and amendment of lite. 
His firſt viſit to Ireland was in the-year 1682. 
He landed in Dublin, and from thence travelled 
to ſome other meetings, particularly in Leinſter 
province, viſiting friends in the counties of 
Wicklow and Wexford, and had ſeveral ſatisfac- 
tory meetings with en after nich he gives us 
this account in his journal. © The motion of 
life in me for travelling by and I durſt 
„ not then go further, but returned back to the 
county of Wextord, and wrought harveſt . 
| CC Or 
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CHAP.< for ſome time. After which James Dickenſon 
from Cumberland came to viſit friends, with 


Iv. 


H I STORY ory Tux 


6 


* 


an intention to go into Munſter, and the Lord 


1725. 


_ © was pleaſed to open my way to go with him, 
and we travelled together in true brotherly 


* 


* love, and had a proſperous journey ; and Law 


„ it was good to wait the Lord's time in all 
„things.“ And when they had travelled through 
Leinſter and Munſter, James Dickenſon went 
_ northward. But“ (continueth Thomas) © 1 


* was afraid of running before my true guide, 


* (becauſe they who run and are not ſent of 
© God can neither profit the people nor them- 
ſelves) and ſo I ſtaid at work in the city of Wa- 


538 


„ terford about ſixteen weeks, and went from 


( thence to Dublin, and ſtaid the half year's 
< meeting, which was large and edifying, and 
© from thence took ſhipping for Liverpool, and 
landed there with my former companion James 

„ Dickenſon. 


In the year 1691 he and James Dickenſon, 


having both had a great exerciſe on their minds 


to viſit friends in America, went to London, and 


laid their intentions before their brethren there 


for their concurrence, which they readily receiv- 


ed: But the circumſtances of the time were 


very diſcouraging, and the proſpect of the proba- 
ble dangers which might attend them on their 
paſſage thirher proved a cloſe trial of their faith; 
for the French had a great fleet at ſea, and the 
general rumour at London repreſented them to 


lie in their courſe, about thirty or forty leagues 


from the land's end. This occaſioned in them 


much ſerious thoughtfulneſs and anxiety of heart, 
with tervent ſupplications for preſervation in ſub- 
miſſion 
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miſſion to the divine will; under which exer- C HA PP. 
ciſe of mind they received encours gement, by I“. 
What they believed a heavenly viſion, to hope 
for deliverance or preſervation from fur rounding, el 
danger. James had a clear foreſight even of 

the very manner of their deliverance, and told 

his companion, even while they were both yet 
in London, that the Lord had ſhewn him that 

the French fleet would encompaſs them, but 

that the ILord would fend a great miſt and dark- 

neſs between them, in which they ſhould fail 
away, and ſee them no more. 

They communicated their ſenſations to each 
other with openneſs, as companions united in 
one faith and one lively engagement for pro- 
moting pure religion, before they departed from 
London; and finding the impreſſions on their 
minds to agree, they were confirmed in their 
belief of the divine original thereof, and in 

5 faith that it was eaſy for the Lord to deliver 
5 them. Under this perſuaſion, in confidence in 
divine protection, they embarked the gth day 
of 5"? 1691, and after ſome time fell in with 
the French fleet, which chaſed and came up 
within muſquet ſhot, and fired at them, when 
on a ſudden a great miſt and thick darkneſs 
aroſe between the French and them, ſo that 
1 they could not fee one another. Then James 
3 aroſe from his ſeat, and taking his companion 
z by the hand, ſaid, Now hope the Lord will 
« deliver us.” Thomas had rent three days in 
faſting and ſupplication, that he who in time 
paſt ſmote his enemies with blindneſs, might con- 
deſcend to interpoſe in like manner for their de- 
F liverance, which, they thought, was graciouſly 
= Þ _ anſwered 


q 
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CHAP. anſwered by the event, for the French took 


1725. 


every ſhip in their company, except that in 
which they failed and two others, and all on 
board looked upon their deliverance as mi- 
raculous. The other two ſhips coming up, 


the captain of their veſſel called to thoſe in 
the other two to come aboard his, in order 


to hold a religious meeting with them, which 


they readily did, and had a large and good 


meeting, in which they were engaged to return 


their grateful acknowledgments and thankſgiv- 
| ings to the author of all their mercies for 


their great deliverance. They purſued their 
voyage and landed in, Barbadoes in the 6th 
month. Here, in conjunction with his com- 


panion, the ſervices of our friend were great, 
as alſo in New England, Rhode-iſland, Long- 
| iſland, Jerſeys, Penſylvania, &c. where many 
were convinced by his miniſtry. 
; particularly ſerviceable to friends in Penſylva- 
nia, happening at that juncture when many 


were wavering in their principles, through the 


oppoſition and ſeparation of George Keith, of 


which an ample account hath been already 
given.“ 


He viſited wk in the FE of the 
_ goſpel ſeveral times before he went to ſettle 


there. In the year 1695 he was married to 


Mary Bewley, of Woodhall, in the county of 


Cumberland, and ſoon hes removed into Ire- 


land, and ſettled near Edenderry, in the king's 


county. In the year 1696 he viſited friends 


in England in the work of the OP; and 


200% 


* See vol. III. page 346. 


His viſit was 
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again in Ireland after his return home, {till ap-CHAP. 
proving himſelf diligent m the diſcharge or 
manifeſted duty. He had meetings amongſt 1725. 
thoſe of other ſocieties, in places where there 
were no ſettled meetings of friends, and ſeve- 
ral were ſo affected by his powerful preach- 
ing, that they were thereby convinced, re- 
| ceived the truth in the love thereof, and 
continued ſtedfaſt in faithfulneſs thereunto. 
From the year 1697 to 1713 „ he repeatedly 
viſited friends in the nation of his then re- 
ſidence and in England, within which ſpace of 
time he attended the yearly meeting of London 
ſeven times. 
In 1713 he undertook his ſecond voyage to 
America, in conjunction with his former com- 
panion James Dickenſon, in which viſit he had 
alſo great ſervice and great conſolation in be- 
7 holding the fruits of his former labours there. 
= His outward occupation was that of an huſ- 
bandman, and during the time of his remain- 
ing ſingle, he ſpent many years in the prime 
of his days in travels in the work of the mi- 
niſtry, in Great Britain, Ireland and America, 
and to keep himſelf unincumbered, he employ- 
ed himſelf in the humble ſtation of a day la- 
bourer. About the 40th year of his age, en- 
tering into the married ſtate, and removing to 
Ireland, as aforeſaid, he took a farm, in which, 
through the divine bleſſing upon his care and 
induſtry, he was greatly proſpered, having an 
abundant ſufficiency of all things needful. Yet 
when his,outward ſubſtance encreaſed, he was 
remarkable for preſerving his primitive hunii- 
lity and ſimplicity in his apparel, his table, 
bis houſe and furniture; abſtaining from all ſu- 
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CHA v. perfluity, he confined his deſires to things 


LV. 


1725. 


which were plain, uſeful and needful, to the 
laſt, confirming the teſtimony he had to bear 
to the ſim plicity of truth, by an example of 
true ſelf-denial in theſe reſpecis. And, altho' 


be managed his outward affairs with care, at- 


tention and ſkill, when at liberty to follow 
them, yet he kept them in their proper places, 
rot ſu fering them to prevent him from a faith- 


ful diſcharge of his duty, as a member and 


miniſter of religious ſociety, when he appre- 
hended a divine call to leave them behind. 


He continued a zealous and diligent labourer 
in the goſpel, even in advanced years, viſiting 


friends in England in the year 1721, and at 
home until the year 1724, when his natural 
ſtrength failed. Aud now near the concluſion 


of his life, the review of the manner wherein 


he had ſpeut his time, 1n the beſt ſervice, that 


of his Maker, and of mankind, in ſincere en- 
deavours to promote religion and righteouſneſs 
in his generation, was now his conſolation and 
crown of rejoicing. Vet as he was always an 
bumble minded man, ſo with reſpe& to him- 


felf, near the finiſhing of his chriſtian courſe, 


he ſaid, © Notwithſtanding the Lord hath made 


c uſe of me at times to be ſerviceable m his 


„ hand, I have nothing to truſt to, but the 


* mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus.” But was 
not without an evidence of his rs. peace 


in the kingdom of heaven. 


As a miniiter he was very careful to wait 


for freſh ability to miniſter to edification, under 
the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, under which 


ſacred influence, he was often deeply opened 


into the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, 


and 
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and his miniſtry attended with a reaching pow-c HA v. 
er and goſpel authority, had a very perſuaſive WV 


1725. 


and prevalent effect upon his audience, where- 
by many were convinced, many were convert- 
ed to righteouſneſs and confirmed in the truth. 


The excellency of his gift hath often affected 
ſtrangers with ſurprize, to find ſuch depth of 
matter, pertinence of expreſſion and affecting 


energy, under an appearance of ruſſic fimplicity. 
He was alſo zealouſly engaged to give his 


aſſiſtance with his brethren in keeping up the 


hedge of diſciphne and good order in the 


church, under the like lively frame of ſpirit 
and authority of the goſpel ; his ſentiments o1 
the proper qualification for this ſervice, are 


contained in the following remarks, which were 


5 found ts his papers after his deceaſe. : 


As I was deeply nverciſed in my id 
about the things of the living God, and the 


holy order of the bleſſed goſpel of the Lord 


Jeſus, it was opened to me, that all concern- 
ed friends that ſpeak in men's meetings, 
ought to wait for a due inward feeling of the 
heavenly gift; and as that gave an under- 
* ſtanding, then ſpeak in, and miniſter in the 


© order of Jeſus, neh! is holy, and all that 


then ſpeak will be for promoting the way of 
truth, and keeping all the profeſſors thereof 
in faithfulneſs and true obedience to the 
* Lord. I being thus in a travail of ſpirit, the 
ſtate of men's meetings as they now are was 
ſet before me; and I ſaw three ſorts of men 
ſpeaking, and they were in three paths, one 
ſort was on the right hand, where they ran 
on in their own wills, and were very fierce 
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IV. 
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the cauſe of long diſcourles, and greatly diſ- 


* pleaſed the Lord and his faithful people. 1 


ſaw another path to the left hand, and there 
was a great darkneſs, and a ſtiff-neck'd peo 
ple that was for breaking down the orders 


and good rules that the Lord has eſtabliſhed 
in his church, then my ſoul was filled with 
ſorrow and cries to the Lord, ſeeing the 
great danger both theſe were in. Then the 
Lord was pleaſed to ſhow me, a middle path, 
and the Lord's people were in it, and had 
the ſtrong line of juſtice and true judgment, the 
Lord's holy Spirit and heavenly power is their 


guide. I am moved to warn all you that are 


ſtiff and ſturdy in your own wills, to ſtand 
ſtill and turn in your minds to tbe heavenly 


gift, in it is the true wiſdom and heavenly 
knowledge; and you will learn to know what 


the good and acceptable will of the Lord is, 
and if you ſpeak in the meeting it will be to 


pleaſe God and ſor his honour, not your own, 


for you {trive for honour in a carnal mind, 4 
and ſeek not the honour of the Lord, but are 


in great preſumption.” 


CHAP. 
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©:HY APY, 


George II. Acceſſion to the Throne, —Friends ad- 
dreſs the King on the Occaſion. —T lus Society 
ſtill expoſed to heavy Sufferings for Eccleſiaſtical 
Demands. —Liſt of enormous Suffermgs of the 
People called Quakers preſented to the Houſe of 
Commons, which is ſtrongly oppoſed by the Cler- 


gy. —Remarks upon two Pamphlets written 


againſt it.— Hxtradis from the Country Par/jon's 
Plea and the Anſwer thereto. —Petitions ſent up 


againſt the Bill. Is paſſed in the Houſe of Come 


mons and ſent up to the Lords. —After a long 


Debate is loſt in the Houſe of Lords. — Adarejs 


of Thanks to the Biſhops of London and Saliſbu- 
ry.—Remark thereupon. —Defence of the _ 
fution ee ee thereu fon. 


\ f HEN the; account of the late Ling' 8 death c CHA r. 


was received, his ſon George the ſecond ſuc- 
1728 
Addreſſes of condolence and congratu- George the 
lation being preſented to him by both houſes of 


ceeded to the government of the Britiſh domi- 
nions. 


parliament, 


friends to the Hanoverian ſucceſſion, eſteemed 


themſelves engaged, in point of gratitude, for 
the extenſion of cheir religious and civil liber- 
| ties | 
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V. 


24s acceſſi - 
on to the 


were followed by many others. throne. 
And the people called Quakers, who were real 
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c H A F. ties in the late reign, and the particular indul - 
Y- gence they had been favoured with therein, to 

8. wait upon the new king with an addreſs upon 
the occaſion. 

It hath been before remarked, that fince the 
revolution and the benevolence of king Wil- 
liam's parliament had granted diſſenters the 
act of exemption from the penal ſtatutes, under 
which they had ſo deeply ſuffered in the pre- 
cediug reigns, and the legal rule of the houſe 
of Hanover, had maintained them in the full 
fruition of the benefits thereof, that materials 
for the continuation of this biſtory are leſs 
abundant, than they were previous to that pe- 
riod: of the two ſubjects of ſuffering, to which 
they were left expoſed, from one they were 
effectually reheved in the late reign, viz. that 
ariſing from their teſtimony in regard to oaths; 


172 


This focie- but in reſpe& to the other, of tithes and ec- 


ty 3 ex. cleſiaſtical demands, they have been frequently 5 
2 ſuf. expoſed, ſince that period, to heavy ſufferings 


fering for both in perſon and eſtate. For although the 
eccleſiaſti- 


cal de. legiſlature, which in the 7th and 8th years of 


mands. king William's reign, granted them the firſt 


act for accepting their ſolemn athrmation, in- 
*Sce vol. ſtead of an oath in the uſual form, * added a 


iii. p. 498, clauſe pointing out an eaſter and leſs expenſive 


method of recovering tithes and church rates 

| (fo called) extending that called the 40s. act 
to 10“/. for Quakers tithe, to be determined in 

a ſummary manner by two juſtices of peace, 
and levied by their warrant: yet as the faid 
act contained no reſtraining clauſe, to prevent 
the clergy from applying to the more grievous 
and oppreſſi ve proſecutions in the Exchequer 
and 
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felted a diſpoſition to perſecution ſtill, as tar as 
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and Eccleſiaſtical Courts, many of them mant-C HA P. 


V. 


— —— 


their hands were not tied up by the letter of 1728. 


the law, by applying to theſe more ruinous 
methods; and when an ealy, ready and un- 
expenſive mode of recovery is in their power, 


what is it but perſecution to attempt the ruin 


of a man, or proſecute him to perpecual im- 


priſonment on account Of a conſcientious Icru- 
ple? 


About this time a catalogue of füch griev- Liſt of 


ous ſufferings was drawn up by the mecting 


for ſufferings, in order in due time to be laid 
before the public and the legiſlature: but a 


more perfect one in 1736, which is here ſub- 


Joined. 


Au account of many on carried on 
againſt the people called Quakers for tithes and 


church rates, Eaſter-offerings, &c. under the 


reſpective heads, and in the ſeveral courts fol- 


lowing, for ſums demanded not exceeding ten 
pounds value, ſince the act of the 7th and 8th 


of king William the third, which provided for 
recovering of tithe and church rates under the 
value of 10“. in a ſummary way, with au ac- 
count of the priſoners committed by proceſs out 


of the ſeveral courts, ſome of whom coutinued 


priſoners to the time of their death, ſome ten 


years, others leſs, whereby ſeveral families 


have been reduced to the neceſfity of being 


e by the charity of their friends. 


An 


cnormous 


ſufferings. 


* 
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An INDEX of the Number of PRoOsECUTIONS. | . 


4 Counties. 


= 

| Bedfordſhire 
| Berkſhire _ 
Buckingh. 


| Cheſhire 

| Cornwal _ 
| Cumberland 
| Derbyſhire 
Devonſhire 


Durham 
Eſſex 


Hampſhire 
Hertfordſh. 


Huntin gton. 
[Kent 


[London 
Middleſex 

_ | Norfolk 
Northampt. 
| | Nottingham. 
Oxfordſhire 


Somerſetſh. 
Staffordſh. 
Suffolk 
Surry 
Suſſex 


Wiltſhire 


Yorkſhire 
| Wales 


Cambridgſh. | 


Dorſetſhire 
Gloceſterſl.. 
Herefordſh. 


| [Lancaſhire | 
Leiceſterſh. 
Lincolnſhire | 


Rutlandſhire | 


Warwickſh. 1 : 
| Weſtmorl. | 


| Worceſterſh. | 


In the 
Excheq. 
6 


In the 


Ec. Courts 


7 
13 
3 


on 


— 
— 


dg 


— 


of 


MD 
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In other 
Courts. 
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In all, 


14 
20 


Inpri- 
ſoned. 
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Jonathan Peaſley 


| 


PEOPLE 


CALLED QUAKERS. 


| Joſeph J. Williams 


Samuel Tulley & | 


From 1704 to 1722. 


James Haviland 
Thomas Stron 
Richard Caſe 
Thomas Drape 
Robert Holiday 
Richard Allen 
Henry Wake 


John Taylor 
Alexander Moore 


Jeremiah Ellis 
George Bewley 


Thomas Warner 
William Pearſon 


Daniel Williams 


| Abram Butterfield 


Roger Jenkins 
Thomas Jenkins 


SK 


. 


Sums 


14 


12 


Tdemanded 
d, / . d. ; 


0.00. 0. 00-000 A aAn0o ad 
= 
0 


3 


QA 
O 


Value taken 


| on 


O0 
192 


— 
; 
ee 9 


= — oo 00-000000000 


By Do. 
By Do. 
By Do. 


Impriſoned 


priſoned 
tate worth 80ol. 


een 


By Do. 


By Sequeſtration 


By Sequeſtration | 


And twice im- 
R Goods & EC. | 
by * and 15 Months 


By Sequeſtration a 


The above Sums are excluſive of their own Expenſe in 
thoſe Suits, and ſuffering many Impriſonments in the Courſe 
of the Proceedings, and theſe are only a Few among the 
many we could produce. 


N. B. Theſe Accounts appear to be drawn up about the 


Tear . 
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ſented to 
parlia- 
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cur. In the year 1736, they alſo preſented a pe- 
tition and the annexed cale to the parliament | 


v. 
17 8 then ſitting. 


Caſe of the T he Caſe of the People called Quakers. 


 kers pre- _ the ſeventh and eighth years of the reign | 
of king William the third, an act was paſled 
ment. for the more eaſy recovery of ſmall tithes, 


offerings, oblations, obventions or compoſitions, 
not exceeding the yearly value of 40s, from 
any one perſon in a ſummary way, by juſtices 


warrant; which was continued by an act of 
the eleventh and twelfth of the ſaid king, and 


was made perpetual by an act of the third and 
fourth of queen Anne. 


In the ſeventh and eighth years of the reign 
of king William the third, in an act for accept- 


ing the ſolemn affirmation of the people called 


Quakers, like remedy is provided for the reco- 
very of tithes and church rates from Quakers, 


who ſhall refuſe to pay the ſame, the ſum not 
exceeding 10/. which act being temporary was 
continued by a ſubſequent act, and was by an 


act of the firſt of king George the firſt, extended 


to all rates cuſtomary or other rights, dues or 


payments, belonging to any church or chapel ; 

to be paid for the maintenance of any miniſter 

or curate in any church or chapel. 
Theſe acts, it is kumbly conceived, were in- 


tended not only for the eaſe of the proſecutor, z 
but alſo to prevent oppreſſion and ruinous 


proſecutions, 
— Notwithſtanding which, there have been pro- 
ſecuted in the exchequer, eccleſiaſtical and 


other courts, in Eugland and Wales, for de- 
mands 


#1 
. I 
* 
NE 
, * 
. 5 
«IP 
* 
3 
N 
* Fo 
PTS: . - 
"FW; 
WS 
4 
1 
1 4 
Wu 
= 
1 
- - 
22 
; 7 
Woe 
r 
25 
8 
1 
Fo 
Fae 6 
5, 
f vB. 
ks 
2K 
3 
25 
v5 
s * 
Dy, 
SE 
435 
+: 
v 24 
72 
4 
* 
ov 
2 N 
We- 1 
A 
$i % 
$8 
N 4 
Ds 
A 
Os = a 3 
05 
e 
a 
4* 1 
AE. 
— -/+ 
+0 
t 
N 
* 
{ 


Z PEOPLE CATLLED QUAKE RS. 1 | 
miaands recoverable by the ſaid act, above c HA p. | 
; eleven huudred of the people called Quakers, 3 — 
of whom near three hundred were committed 17 36. 
10 priſou, and ſeveral of them died priſoners. wo 
Thoſe proſecutions, though frequently com- | 
menced for trivial ſums, from 4d. to 5s. and | 1 
great part of them, for ſums not exceeding 45. i 
have been attended with ſuch heavy coſts and | 
L rigorous executions, that above 800i. has been | 
tanken from ten perſons, where the original de- 1 
 mands upon all of them collettively, did not { 
amount to 1s. | 
_ By ſuch proſecutions, the favourable intent | 
pf the aforeſaid acts, is in a great meaſure 1 
| © fruſtrated; and many of the ſaid people ſuffer _ — 
ds if no ſuch laws were in being: though chri f. 
© tian charity muſt admit, that their refuſal of 
ſuch demands is purely conſcientious, ſince no C ö 
rleaſonable man, conſidering his circumſtances = | 
. and family would i incur ſuch ſevere Cy on | 
„ any other account. [1 
1 Tis therefore, humbly ſubmitted, whether [{ 
7 & ſuch proſecutions, frequently attended with ex ii 
1 communications and impriſonments, be not | 
| grievances which call for redreſs, and whether | 
y itt be not reaſonable to reſtrain the proſecutors [| 
; * from proceedings ſo ruinous and deſtructive. 1 
r In purſuance of this petition and cafe, a bill . 
for their relief, was brought into the houſe of [ 
commons, and printed; when the clergy muſ- bl 
„ © tered all their ſtrength againſt it, whereby they i 
J manifeſted themſelves no leſs eager to hold faſt - oo 
dhe power of oppreſſion, which the law had left [1 
= them, in the recovery of the tithe than the 1 5 q 
Il 3H tithe irſelf. Three anonymous pamphlets ſoon 
made their appearance, reported to be all the 
s productions [| 
1 1 
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CHA p. productions of biſhops. Two of them appear 


1776. 


ſo little to the purpoſe, as to bring little credit 
to their authors, or little ſtrength to the cauſe; 
but the third, ſuppoſed to be written by che 
then biſhop of London, a ſtrenuous advocate 
for eccleſiaſtical power, (the author of Codex 


Juris Eccleſiaſtici Anglicani ably anſwered by 


judge Foſter) handled the ſubject more fully 


and more artfully in a pamphlet under the title 
of the Country Fur ſon's Plea, ogainſt the Qua- 
ker”s Bill for Tithes, &c. This piece received a 
copious and ſpirited anſwer, in a letter to the 
author, by [one who ſtiles himſelf ] a member 
of the houſe of commons, but was afterward 
found to be lord Hervey. But even men of 
parts and penetration engaged in varniſhing a 
doubtful cauſe, will ſometimes forget themſelves, 


and yielding to the impulſe of reaſon aud truth, 
at one ftroke overturn all they have been la- 


bouring to eſtabliſh: thus the country parſon, 
after racking his invention, endeavouring to 
ſhew the hardſhips to which this bill would ex- 


poſe him, ſeems in the concluſion fairly to own, 
that no wiſe or good clergyman would apply to 


any other than the method preſcribed by the 


bill. And of conſequence he had been labo- 
riouſly advocating the cauſe of thoſe parſons 
only, who are neither wiſe nor good. His an- 
tagoniſt who hath overlooked no part of his 
plea, upon this paragraph, argues thus, If 
«© the wileſt and beſt uſe it of choice, this 


will be an argument that the unreaſonable 
and unjuſt ſhould be reſtramed to it; for are 


7 


La) 


the ſubjects of England to have no better ſe- 


“ curity againſt oppreſſion than the wiſdom and 


F< goodneſs of the clergy? Or ought the clergy 
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to the parſon's confeſſion, neither a wiſe cler- 


FR 


to be truſted with a power, which according c HA P. 


V. 


« gyman nor a good clergyman can uſe with- 17 36. 


« out nuſchief either to himſelf or his neighbour. 


«© Where the power of oppreſſion is, acts of op- 


« preſton will undoubtedly be.? 

But the biſhops did not truſt their cauſe only 
to theſe pamphlets. * Circular letters were 
written to the clergy, in all or moſt parts 


of the kingdom, in conſequence of which, peti- 
tions were preſented againſt the bill, by the 
clergy of Middleſex, and moſt other parts of 

England and Wales. Counſel was heard in +4, pill 


behalf of the petitioners, and ſeveral alterations paſſeth in 
the houſe 


of com- 
pang ag ſurmounted all e and was ſent mons. 


propoſed in the bill, which after long repeated 


to the lords. 


Tn the houſe of lords the bill was FR a firſt 
time; many petitions were here alſo preſented | 
againſt it. The petitioners were ordered to be 

heard by their counſel upon the ſecond reading, 


and it was ordered, that counſel in favour of the 


bill ſhould be heard at the ſame time. Upon 
the ſecond reading of the bill, they were heard 
for and againſt it, and after they had finiſhed and 
were withdrawn, a motion was made for com- 


mitting 


* The country parſon” 5 reſpondent remarks, that, the bill 


| eught to paſs were it only for an example, that it is not in 


the power of a mitred doctor, by his letters miſſive, ſtirring up 
petitions from every dioceſe, to intimidate an houſe of com- 
mons, in a matter of this high concern to the juſtice of the 


kingdom, « ] hope,” ſays he, 5 body of Engliſh gentle- 
men will never weigh petitions in quantity againſt any 
« bill whatever; eſpecially bills for the reformation of the 


church, againſt which they are certain of having as many 


„ remon{trances, as there are deaneries, archdeaconries, | 
chapters, colleges or eccleſraſtical MES] in England and 


« Wales,” 


1737. 
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c H 4 P. mitting the bill, whereupon a very long debate 


V. 


3 
1737. 


But is 


enſued. 
The motion was made by lord H —n 
(fappoſed Hinton) ſupported by lords Hervey 


and Carteret, the duke of Argyle and earl of 


Ilay, and oppoſed by the biſhop of Saliſbury, 


the lord Chancellor, lords Hardwick and 


Lovell. But after the merits of the caſe were 
debated at large, the reality of the grievances 


and the unreaſonableneſs of the ſufferings of the 
petitioners being too manifeſt to be evaded, a new 


argument was taken up againſt the ſcheme of 
the bill, as it came from the commons; that it 
was very imperfect, and ſo incorrect as to ren- 


der it unfit in its preſent form, to be paſſed into 
a law; and that the ſeſſion was ſo far advanced, 
as s did not allow time for altering and amending 
it. This being urged as a reaſon againſt commit- 
thrown out fo the bill at this time, and the queſtion being 


in the 
houſe of 
lords, 


put, upon a diviſion, it was carried in the nega- 


tive by 54 not- contents to 35 contents. The 

ſtrenuous and united exertions of the clergy, 
and the weight of their intereſt e eee 
and the bill was loſt. 


In the majority we find fifteen biſhops, * three 
of whom were commonly reported to have early 


taken up their pens in oppoſition to the petition 
of the people called Quakers, and the bill in- 


tended for their relief; two of theſe, the biſhop 


of London and the biſhop of Saliſbury ſeem 
to have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by an extraor- 


dinary zeal, not only for preſerving the claims 
of the clergy unimpaired, but the power of con- 
Uunuing to be vexatious and oppreſſive 1 in the re- 


COVETY 


oF The third, the biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, 


e 


PEOPLE carted AK ERS 


covery chereof, when either their diſguſt or in- c HA pP. 


tereſt might influence them thereto. As they 
are particularly diſtinguiſhed by an addreſs of 


thanks voted by the clergy of their reſpective Addreſs = 
| dioceſes ; the former from the clergy of London 
to their biſhop, for the many and great “ in- the viſhops 


« ſtances of his care and vigilance in maintaining 


c the conſtitution of he church of England, m 
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79 


from the 
clergy to 


of London 


and Saliſ- 


bury. 


its preſent happy eſtabliſhment, and the /ega/ 


o 


* 


« the ſteady and vigorous oppoſition, which he 


c 


- oy 


lately made upon them.” The latter from 


Wiltſhire, „to manifeſt the grateful ſenſe they 


. retain of heir preſervation from that ſtrange 
c and unheard of infringement of their rights, 


rights of the clergy; and in particular for 
| had lately given 70 the attempt that had been 


the clergy 1 in the neighbourhood of Dev1zes, 


« which was lately atteinpted by the Quakers 
« in their tithe bill, to return him their humble 


* he had taken, and the firm ſtand he made, 


« tion, in defence of their jult and indiſputable 


« priv ileges.” 


and hearty thanks, for the indefatigable pains 


* agreeable to the truſt and duty of his high ſta- 


From theſe clerical repreſentations of the pro- 


ceeding of the people called Quakers, it ſeems 


they think it a criminal deſign againſt e con ſti- 
tution of the church of England, in its preſent 


_ eftabliſhment, a ſtrange and unheard of mfringe- 
ment of their rights, to apply to the legiſlature 


for a redreſs of real, grievances, when theſe 
grievances ariſe from the undue exerciſe of POW- 
er, in the hands of the eceleſiaſticks; and that 


to opprels, impriſon for life, and ruin a neigh- 


bour in his eſtate or circumſtances, is the ju? 
and indi e Privilege of the prieſthood. 
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V. 


1737. 


London 
Mag. July, 
1737. 
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. Whereas, candidly I think it would be more for 
the honour, the ſervice and real intereſt of any 
church, to have all ſuch things rectified or re- 
moved, as adminiſter juſt occaſion of offence 
and reproach, and are in their own natures in- 
diſputably wrong. . 

In an anonymous piece publiſhed about this 
time, under the title of, 4 modeſt defence of the 


oppoſi tion lately given to the Quaker”s Bill, I find 


a grols miſrepreſentation of fact, either for want 


of being acquainted with the true ſtate of the 
fact; or knowingly, in which latter caſe the writ- 


A miſre- 
| preſentati- 


en of fact. 


er is mexcuſable, he ſaith, If people ſuffered 


< themſelves to be impoſed upon by falle re- 


“ preſentations of the clergy's having abuſed 
* the liberty out of malice or ill. will, they know 
« whom to blame.” 
The Quakers were early challenged with- 
ce out doors, to make good a charge ſo in jurious 
<« to the character of the clergy, by athgning 


< particular inſtances of ſuch abuſe. The ſame 


c motion is ſaid to have been made, but in 
5 vain, in one houſe of parliament; and when 


cc it ſucceeded in another houle, the few inſtan- 


ces they alledged (not above four or five, if 


« J am rightly informed) and thoſe ſo little to 
tc the purpoſe, when enquired into, as ſnewed 
* how great reaſon they and their friends had 
< to guard againſt the ſpecification of particu- 


lars. And it was aſtoniſhing to hear them 
« plead wnpreparedneſs, after they bad repre- 


A 
A 


* of their bill.“ 


Now by the real ſtate of the caſe it will ap- 


pear that, 


1. That 


ſented thoſe abuſes in the groſs, (to the num- 
ber of one thouſand) as the only foundation 
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PEOPLE carted QUAKERS. 


1. The people called Quakers made no falſe CHAP. 


repreſentation of the clergy's having abuſed the 


| liberty, &c. in publiſhing a lit of the grievous 273). 


ſufferings of their friends, in caſes wherein ReſlQtions 
thereupon, 


they might have recovered their claims in a 
more eaſy way. 

2. That when they were early challenged to 
make good their charge by aſſigning particular 


inſtances of ſuch abuſe; they anſwered the chal- 
lenge by producing a ſpecification of the griev- 


ances complained of with as much expedition 
as the nature of the caſe would admit. 


3. That his information was very wrong, if 


he was informed, that “the inſtances alledged 


« qere not above four or five,“ whereas they 
were more than twice as many hundred, and 
the greateſt part ſo much to the purpole, as 
clearly ſhewed (ot how great reaſon they, 
« and their friends, had to guard againſt the 
_& ſpecification of particulars,” but) how great 
reaſon they had to petition for redreſs of grievances. 


fo ſevere and oppreſſrue. 

The following caſes extracted from which, 
may, with many others, clearly evince that the 
application of this people, for the redreſs of 
grievances, ſo ſevere and diſtreſſing was very 


reaſonable and requiſite, and the oppoſiti- 
on thereto, no inſtance of a tender regard to 


the maxims of c chriſtianity or humanity, 


F; Grievous Proſecutions for trivial 


Demands. | 


[ Bedfordſhire, I707.] William Francis of 3 
a poor ſhoe-maker, was proſecuted in the eecleſiaſtical 


Vor. IV. U | f court, | 
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c HA court, at the ſuit of Chriftopher Eaton, vicar; for a 


V. 


demand of one groat, for Eaſter-offerings ſo warmly, 


—— that the charges of the proſecution came to eighty 


pounds. The poor man was excommunicated, and 


lay cloſe confined in Bedford jail above 19 months, 
till an act of grace came out, and ſet him at liberty. 
[17502.] Adam Laurence and Eliz. Vokins, proſecuted 


in the eccleſiaſtical court, at the ſuit of John Piggott 


and Thomas Price, wardens of the pariſh of Weſt- 
Charlow; were committed to Reading jail, on a writ 
de Excommunicato capiendo, on the 18th of the month 
called January, 1702, and continued prifoners between 
fix and ſeven years, till diſcharged by an act of grace 
in 1709: a long impriſonment for a demand of about 
nine ſhillings from both of them! 

[1703.] John Tydd of Chatteris, was proſecuted in 
the Exchequer, at the ſuit of William Turkington, 


parſon of Chatteris; for a demand of thirty-four fhil- 


lings, for two years ſmall tithes, and was committed 


to Cambridge caſtle, on the 14th of the month called 


Auguſt, 1703, and continued priſoner, above ſix years 
and two months, till diſcharged by an Lo of grace, on 
the 28th of October, 170g. 


{[Cornwal, 1704. ] Richard Hitchins, was proſecut- 
ed in the Exchequer for tithes, at the ſuit of Stephen 
Hugoe, vicar of the pariſh called St. Auſtell. 'The 
parſon was adviſed by ſeveral perſons of diſtinc- 

tion, to take his tithe by juſtice's warrant; but he 

turned the deaf ear to all their perſuaſions, and would 
proceed in the Exchequer. The tithe adjudged him by 
the barons was but one pound nineteen ſhillings and 
fix pence, for which the coſts of ſuit were taxed at 


thirty-eight pounds; for non-payment whereof, the 
oor man was committed priſoner to the ſheriff's ward, 


at Bodmin, on the 13th of the month called May, 


1707, and continued cloſe priſoner there three years 


one month and two days, and then removed himſelf 

to the King's Bench priſon at London, where he re- 
mained a priſoner till the 7th of the month called 
Mar, 1714: ſo that the whole time of his impriſon- 
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Rp ment was ſeven years, for an original demand of one c HA p. 
pound nineteen ſhillings and fix pence. _ We 
[ Cumberland, 1101.) Ann Henderſon, Widow, and e 
her ſon Robert Henderſon, proſecuted in the Common 
Pleas, at the ſuit of Thomas Story, parſon of Banton; 
were arreſted on the 12th of the Month called June, 
1701, (though the writ, upon ſearch made afterward, 
bore date on the 17th.) Upon trial the Jury gave a 
verdict for one penny damages, it being for tithe-wool. 
They were impriſoned 11 months, and releaſed by an 
act of grace. i 
[Lancafhire, 1719. ] Iſrael Fell, proſecuted for tithes, 
at the ſuit of William Turton, parſon of Standiſh; 
was a priſoner four years for tithe, but of one ſhilling 
value; and then diſcharged upon the death of the 


1 proſecutor. N | 22 

, __ [Middleſex.] William Jackſon, Robert Chalkley, 

a Arnold Frowd, John Beale, Jonathan Wood, John 

3 Conſtantine and John Marſhall, were proſecuted in 

4 the Exchequer, for Eaſter-offerings and {mall tithes, 

8 = at the ſuit of John Wright vicar of Stepney. The 

a rates ſet upon Faſter-offerings, and tithes claimed by 
the ſaid John Wright, in his bill of complaint againſt 

— them preferred in the Exchequer, were as followeth, 

"3 For Eaſter-Offerings upon? : | 

*. — 5 | EOS: 

e 117777770... i Zn 8 2 

d A Hen, — — Q-- 

V 5 A Gooſe, — — o 4 

d 5 A Duck, — :. — 898 

at , A SG ,,, :—f! ! — 1 8 

. Sl A Com, — — — 8 

d, Iurnips for every acre ſowed „ 

3 I RY 

rs The faid vicar alſo made claim upon gardens, orch- 

5. ards, calves, lambs, wool and milk, in his ſaid bill of 

e- complaint. Whereas tis known, that the perſons 

ed aforeſaid, being moſt of them inhabitants in and near 

A. Spittlefields (and John Conſtantine in Ratcliff) their 

| Places of habitation allow not the keeping ſuch things, 


. they 
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C H A P. they not uſing lands; ſome of them being mean ſhop- 


V. 


keepers, and others ſuch as laboured honeſtly for their 


own and families ſubſiſtence, therefore, not capable of 
being ſtocked or poſſeſſed of ſuch goods, as were 


mentioned in the bill. 
The aforeſaid proſecution was „ carried on to the | im- 
priſonment of four of the ſaid perſons, viz. Robert 


Chalkley, John Conſtantine, William Jackſon and 
John Beale, who were committed to Newgate on the 


8th day of November, 1703, upon attachments, at 
the ſuit of John Wright, vicar of the ſaid pariſh of 


Stepney. The ſaid John Conſtantine, was diſcharged 
from his impriſonment 1 in the year 1708, bens about 
five years after. 

Maræuichſbire, 1705. ] Jane Robinſon of Auftrey, 
widow, was proſecuted in the Exchequer for tithes, at 
the ſuit of Charles Wainwright, parſon of Auſtrey. 


The parſon's demand was for tithes of apples, &c. 
25. 8d. and of bees, 8d. the poor widow was commit- 


ted to Warwick Jails and lay there about nine 
months. 

[Weſtmorland, 1701.7 Thomas "Ws of Clifton, 
proſecuted for tithes, at the ſuit of Rowland Burrough, 


clerk of Browham and Clifton, was arreſted and com- 
mitted to priſon, in the month called January, 1701, 


and continued priſoner till November, 1702, for a de- 
mand of 3s. 4d. for tithes. Upon application to the 
judge who went that circuit, he was directed to move 


the court of King's Bench, which motion being after- 


ward made, he was diſcharged. 


[77 orkſhire, 1699.] Edward Walker of Thornton 


le Moor, in the pariſh of little Otterton, was proſe- 
cuted in the Exchequer, at the ſuit of.John Walker, 
parſon of little Otterton; for one year's compoſition 


for tithes, amounting to about 3s. 4d. and was com- 
mitted to York caſtle, on the 21ſt of October, 1699, 


and remained priſoner about nine years and three 


| quarters, till diſcharged by ſuperſedeas upon an act 
of grace on the 20th of the month called July, 
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Exorbitant Diſtraints. 


[Buckinghamſhire 1719.] Abraham Barber, Thomas 


Olliffe and Nicholas Larcum, were proſecuted in the 
Exchequer, at the ſuit of John Higgs the elder, and 


John Higgs the younger, tithe-farmers. The demand 


on Barber, Olliffe and Larcum, was but eight ſhillings 


for tithe on all three of them, and the decree of 
the court but for four ſhillings. They were all taken 


up by an attachment in November, 1721, and carried 


to Ailſbury jail. On the 20th and 22d of October, 


1722, the goods of the ſaid Abraham Barber were 
ſeized for the whole demand and . viz. 


. . 
7 Quarters and 4 buſhels Bf Wheat, 11 0 0: 


— 46 9 of Malt London meaſure, 12-16 0. 


For a demand of 87 Taken 23 16 0 


[1707.1 T Ellwood, Abraham Butterfield and 


William Catch, were proſecuted in the Exchequer, 


at the ſuit of Joſhua Leaper, tithe-farmer under 
Humphrey Drake, rector of Amerſham. | 
The original demand for tithes on £ „ 
Thomas Ellwood was about 125. for 
which he had taken from him, houſ- ( 24 7 6 
hold goods, and an horſe, worth 1. 
On A. Butterfield 7 or 81. for which) 
he had taken from him, corn, hay, 90 © * 
and cattle, worth _ — — 


On W. Catch between 7 & 8/. for which 


he had taken, graſs worth 8/. 14s. 8d. C 20 19 8 


5 years rent of a tenemt. 121. 5s. od. 
[Glouceſlerſhire, 1716. ] Jonathan Peaſley, late of Juſt 


in the pariſh of Olveſton, was proſecuted i in the Ex= 


chequer, at the ſuit of Benjamin Bayly, vicar of Olveſ- 


ton. The vicar's demand on Jonathan Peaſley was 
for three and a half, or four years, ſmall tithes of about 


ſeven pounds value. He was committed to Glou- 


ceſter 


* 


HISTORY or Tat 


c H A P. ceſter jail, and the next term, brought up by Habeas 


Corpus to the Exchequer, and ſet at liberty: But the 
vicar ſoon after renewing his ſuit, Peaſly was brought 
to the Exchequer again in 1717, and committed to 
the Fleet; and proceeded againſt to a Seque/tration, by 
which was ſeized and taken from him in December, 
1717, | 

1 . . 
14 Cows, 6 heifers and 3 yearlings, valued at 77 © 
A wheat mow, a bean mow, and about 

20 buſhels of beans, — — | ; 
2 Beds, 2 Bedſteads and Bedding, 6 
2 Sides of bacon, 10 hundred * cheete, 13 
All the reſt of the goods in and about? _ 

the houſe, — a. —L 5 * 
Three ricks of hay, — — 12 
nl, per Annum free land Og. his * 70 


0 G S G 
8 G iM v 


For about 75 ralus | Taken 2 37 


Ul 


O 


„„ The ſaid vicar did threaten to ruin the 
ſaid Jonathan Peaſley of his ſtock and eſtate, and all 
that he had: and executed it in a great meaſure; 
for by his ſeizure the poor man was left not worth 
ten pounds, yet had a wife and three ſmall children. 

[Somerſetſhire, 1712.) Charles Bewſey and his 
wife, were proſecuted in the Exchequer, at the ſuit of 
Hugh Lambert, parton of Mudford, for a demand of 
71. tos. for tithes. Charles was firſt taken up, on 
an attachment in November, 1712. In September, 
1713, he and his wife were committed to priſon, 
and kept cloſe priſoners from their family of ſeven 
children; and in the month called January following, 
were brought up to London, and then had liberty 
given them till the next term. On the 15th of the 
month called June, 1714, they were again brought 
up to the Exchequer bar, and committed to the Fleet 
_ priſon. In the month called April, 1717, his goods 
were ſeized to the value of g/. 15s. alſo his freehold 
eſtate worth about 30. per Aanum, which with the 


fruit 
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fruit the firſt year was worth thirty ſix pounds: C H a P. 


Alſo another eſtate of upwards of twenty pounds 


per Annum, kept two years, forty pounds. So that he =O 


had taken from him in all, to the value of 85/. 159. 
(beſide his ſuffering impriſonment above five years) 
for an original demand of 7/. 10s. 

[Wales, 1721.] Daniel Williams of Langhorne, i in 
South Wales, was proſecuted in the Chancery court 
of the grand Seſſions of Carmarthen for tithes, at 
the ſuit of Thomas Philips, vicar. His demand on 
Daniel Williams was about 15. 6d. and bis ſon, not a 

uaker, tendered the vicar 5s. before any proſecution 


began, bidding him take his due for his father's 


tithe; but the vicar refuſed it, and replied, Daniel 


muſt ſuffer. He was committed to Carmarthen jail 


on the 16th of the month called Auguſt, 1721. 
On the 22d of the ſame month he was brought into 


court, and recommitted to priſon, where he continu- 


ed about fifteen months. On the 25th of the fame 
month, an order of court was iſſued for entering upon 
and ſequeſtring all his eſtate real and perſonal ; 

which was afterward executed: his goods, worth 
about 20/. were ſeized and diſpoſed of without ap- 
praiſment. His freehold eſtate, worth about 8o/. 
was alſo ſeized: the perſons who made the ſeizure, 
would not permit the ſaid Daniel's daughter, then in 
the houſe, to take her own wearing apparel, till per- 
ſuaded to it, with much ado, by one of their own 
company : they turned her out of doors, lockt up the 
houſe, and took the key with them. On the 12th of 
September, 1724, the ſaid Daniel by his council, 
moved the court, that the ſaid ſequeſtration might be 


| diſcharged; whereupon it was referred to the regiſter 


to examine, and certify whether the ſame did regular- 
ly iſſue out, or not: upon his report in the affirmative, 
the ſequeſtration was confirmed; and an order of 
court was made, requiring the ſaid Daniel to pay the 


plaintiff his coſts of the ſaid reference, which were 
taxed at 3/, 95. 3G 


3. Repeated 
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HIS TOR T or THE 


1 Repeated Proſecutions of the 
ſame Perſons. 
[Buckinghamſbixe, 1704.] John Babington was pro- 


ſecuted for tithes, four years ſucceſſively, at the ſuit 
of Ignatius Fuller, parſon of Sherington: in 1704, in 


the Common Pleas for treble damages: in 1705, in 


the Exchequer : in 1706, in the Eccleſiaſtical Court : 
in 1707, in the Common Pleas. The firſt of which 


iſſued in the ſeizure of his cattle, to the value of 


above 40“. for 7/. 16s. demanded. The ſecond, in 
his impriſonment in Ailſbury jail, on an attachment. 


The third, in his impriſonment there, on a writ de 
 Excommunicato capiendo. And the fourth, in a ſei- 


zure of his goods to the value of above 1oo/. for a 
demand of 251. for two years tithe ; one of which ap- 


pears to be the ſame, for which he had been excom- 


municated and impriſoned before. 


[ Cumberland.) Robert Artinſon. of Tae 


Holme, was proſecuted in the Exchequer for tithes, 


at the ſuit of Sir George Fletcher, impropriator, He 
was firſt impriſoned at Carliſle: in the month. called 
May, 1698, he was removed by Habeas Corpus to 
London, and committed to the Fleet priſon, about 
230 miles from his wife and family. While he con- 
tinued priſoner in the Fleet, the ſuit was carried on 
to a ſequeſtration, and in the year 1700, his corn and 
cattle were ſeized to the value of 58/. beſides which, 
in 1701, they made two other ſeizures, anddetained from 
him an horſe and cow worth 6/. 16s. 6d. in all, 64/. 
165. 6d. for a demand of 26/. An Order was 1110 if- 
ſued for ſeizing the real eſtate of the ſaid Robert At- 


kinſon, but before the attorney had time to execute 
it, the plaintiff, Sir George Fletcher, died. 


{[1708.] Robert Atkinſon, aforeſaid, was again 
proſecuted in the Exchequer, for tithes, at the ſuit of 
Henry Fletcher, impropriator. He was committed to 


Carliſle Jail, in the month called May, 1708; and diſ- 


N in the month called July, 1709, by an act of 


general 
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LE general pardon. In 1710, the ſaid Henry Fletcher c H A P. 
* ſubpæna'd him again into the Exchequer, ; but that V. 
ſuit ended ſoon after by the death of the proſecuto r. 
He had during the proceſs againſt him, his corn 
and cattle ſcized at one time to the value of 58/. 1s. 9d. 
at another time goods worth 15. and at a third time 
to the value of 34. 
 [ Derbyſhire, 1711.) William Hancock of Cutthorpe, 
was projecuted in the Exchequer, at the ſuit of 
Richard Milner and John Woodward, tithe-farmers, 
and again in the next year, , 1712, To the Common 
Pleas. He was taken up by an attachment out of the 
Exchequer, and committed to the common jail at Cheſ- 
terfield, on the 13th of October, 1711, and con- 
tinued priſoner till the 25th of the month called 
March 1712, and was then ſet at liberty by the proſe- 
cutor's order, who dropt his ſuit in the Exchequer 
and ſoon after proceeded againſt him in the Common 
Pleas for treble damages, got an execution, and for an 
 _ original demand of 16s. 9d. for fix years, made a ſei- 
8 zure of his houſhold goods, and a cow, to the value of 
| 201. leaving him e of value for the uſe of his 
wife and children. | 
[ Worceſterſhire, 1700.] thine Averill, of Broadway, | 
was proſecuted for tithes, on the ſtatute for treble 
damages, at the ſuit of the Lady Coventry. The 
jury found the value of the tithe for three years, 
13/. and an execution was awarded for 391. treble 
damages: his goods were taken by diſtreſs, to the 
value of 59“. los. 6d. 
Iſaac Averill, aforeſaid, was proſecuted for tithes, 
on the ſtatute for treble damages, at the ſuit of 
Anthony Stevens, renter, of one fourth part of his 
8 tithes. The tithes claimed by Stevens amounted to 
»: at moſt but 2/. 1os. for which the goods of the ſaid 
Ts Averill were ſeized by William Geatly and William 
Weſtwood, bailiffs, te the value of 31/. 5s. 
[1703.] Iſaac Averill of Broadway, was bene 5 
for tithes, on the ſtatute for treble damages, at the 
ſuit of John Phillips, John Davies and William Lam- 
pitt, tithe-farmers under the Lady Coventry, for three 
fourth 
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CH A F. fourth parts of his tithes. The tithe due from Averill 


for one year, to the renters of the three fourth parts, 
on trial appeared to be but 4/. 6. 8d. for which were 


taken from him grain, hay, ſtraw, &c. worth 
38/, 4s. 4d. 


[17509.] Iſaac Averill, 1 was 0 for 
tithes, on the ſtatute for treble adamages, at the ſuit 


of Anthony Stevens, renter, of one fourth part of his 
tithes. The faid Iſaac Averill, for 51. 5s. demanded 
by Stevens, had taken from him in the year 1709, 
corn, bedding, and other goods, worth 44. 45. 

_ [1710.] Iſaac Averill was again proſecuted on the 
fame ſtatute for tithes, by the aforeſaid Anthony 
Stevens. In 1710, he had taken from him for a de- 
mand of 5/. 5s. goods worth 5 21. tos 6d. 

 _F1711.] Iſaac Averill, aforeſaid, was orofecuted on 
_ fame ſtatute, at the ſuit 'of the aforeſaid John Philps, 


John Davies and William Lampits. In 1711, for 


_ tithes of 13/. ſingle value, he had taken away, his 


horſes, waggon, plough, cart, and corn, to the value 


of 65/. 115, 

VM. B. The ſaid Iſaac Averill, at ſix ſeveral times, 
for tithes amounting in the whole but to 431. 6s. 8d. 
had taken from him goods worth 291/. 5s. 4d. 


4. The following Perſons with 
others laid down their Lives 
in Priſon. 


(Cumberland, 1702. Mable Henderſon; of Kirk- 
banton in Cumberland, was proſecuted for ſmall 
tithes, at the ſuit of Thomas Story, prieſt of Banton, 
and committed priſoner to Carliſle jail, on the 7th of 
September, 1902, and died a priſoner. 


[1715]. Thomas Wilkinſon, William Caddy, An- 


thony Skelton, Richard Kirkbride, John Drape, ſen. 
and John Drape, jun. of Holm-Cultrum, were proſe- 
cuted for tithes, at the ſuit of Joſeph Johnſon and 


John Barnes, tithe-farmers. They were committed 


\ | Priſoners, 
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priſoners to Carliſle jail, Caddy and Skelton died pri- C LY AP. 
{oners, and the others continued four years. 
[Leiceflerſhire, 1705] John Richards of Norton, — 
was proſecuted in the Exchequer, for ſmall tithes, at 
the ſuit of Theophilus Burditt and William Fenwick, 
| prieſts of Hallaton: who had firſt obtained a warrant 
from Sir George Beaumont, a juſtice of the peace: 
ö hut afterwards declined proceeding in that way, and 
1 1 determined to take a ſeverer courſe, which they did 
ö eeeffectually; for he was committed to jail, and conti- 


— LE  S — 


+ nued priſoner five years, until he died. 
©» [Somerſetſbire, 1696.] William Lyddon of the pariſh 
7 of Withil, was proſecuted in the Exchequer for 


tithes, at the ſuit of William Pratt in the behalf of 
ſome children of an impropriator. Lyddon was com- 


] maitted to Taunton jail, in the month called April, 

7 1697, and was continued priſoner many years, till 

— | he died. — 

5 | [Yorkfhire, 1699.] Richard Parrott and Samuel | 

— Spanton of Nafferton, were proſecuted in the Eccle- 5 b 
1 ſiaſtical court, for tithes and Eaſter-offerings, at the ſuit 

of Robert Jaggon of Nafferton, impropriator or tithe- 


farmer. Parrot and Spanton, were both committed to 
York caſtle on a writ de Excommunicato capiendo, on the 
13th of the month called March, 1699: The proſe- 
cutor's demand on Spanton, was about 3os. for half 
a year's tithes. After ſome months cloſe confinement 
| . he was taken dick, and not like to live; his mother 
© - intreated the proſecutor to permit him to end his 
days at home; but was anſwered, That if he would not 
pay, his body muſt ſuffer : So he died there in priſon, 
on the 26th of October 1700, and the proſecutor died 


5 Br very ſuddenly about two weeks after. Parrott, for a 
: 5 trivial ſum for oblations, was continued a priſoner 
above ſeven years, being releaſed on the 5th of the 


month called April, 1707. 
41 orkfhire, 1700.] Richard Kendall of Hill-houſe- 
bank, in the pariſh of Leeds, was proſecuted in the 
Lech court for tithes, at the ſuit of William 


| © © Hewan, tithe-farmer. He was committed to Rothwell 
= Ja, dy a writ de Eixcommunicato capiendo, 1 in the month 
1 p ; : 4 4 | called 


| 
4 


c H A p. called June, 1700, and died in the fame priſon, on 
V. the 24th of the month called January, 1702, after 


about two years and ſeven months impriſonment, for 


21. 157. adjudged by the court. 


'Theſe ſpecimahs, extracted from a great num- 
ber of others of like kind, are ſufficient proof, 
that the people called Quakers did not apply 
to parhament for redreſs, without real and ur- 
gent reaſon; and every unprejudiced reader 
will be ready to reflect with the Country Par- 
ſon's reſpondent, that, The number of ſuits 
* herein ſpecified, the priſoners, the diſtreſſes, 
* and the valt diſparity between the demand 
cc and {ſum exacted in ſuits for tithe, muſt 
„ raiſe abhorrence in any compaſſionate mind. 
£ The ſingle article of one hundred pounds, taken 

<a" eighleen pence, would be a juſt reaſon for 


c aboliſhing tithes, if ſuits for them could not 


c he carried on in more humane methods.“ 


1740. The clergy by their exertions prevented the 


bill for the relief. of this ſociety, from rumous 


proſecutions, being paſſed into an act; but could 


not prevent iree remarks being made upon the 
many hard caſes, contained in the ſpecification 


publiſhed at the inſtance of their advocate, ex- 


preſſi ve of cenſure and diſlike of ſuch proceed- 


The clergy ings. To prevent or alleviate the diſrepute to 


2 
publiſh ex. their character, uaturally reſulting, therefrom, 
aminati- 


ons of the the Clergy of ſeveral dioceſes publiſhed exa- 
caſes, minations of theſe caſes, as far as thoſe of their 


reſpective dioceſes were concerned. The drift 
of theſe examinations ſeemed to be to palliate, 


and put a deceptive gloſs upon facts, which 
they could not diſprove; and at the ſame time, 
5 unfair reflections and uncandid infinjations 


= - 
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to bring the Quakers under ſaſpicion of artifice, C H A p. 
of which they were innocent. This put them . 
under the neceſſity of publiſhing vindications 1740. 
of their brief account of facto, and of themſelves Anſwered 
from the 1nvidious ſuggeſtions of their ene- im indica. 
mies. In reply to whathad been inſinuated in 1 
one of theſe examinations, they alledge that o. 
they have proved, 
That 1180 perſons have been proſecuted. Recapitu- 
That 302 of them were committed |": Sarge 
"rife: 
B That 9 of them died priſoners. 
4. That the ſums ſued for were frequently 
683 4d. to 5s. that in one caſe a poor widow 
and her ſon, were impriſoned eleven months on 
a verdict for one penny for tithe-wool. And 
that in another caſe two perſons were excom- 
municated, and ſent to jail; for a demand of 
but: = farthing * each, for a church. rate 
5 S8. That 


5 Jolin Walton of Shildon, Thoms e of viſkop 
Aukland, Ralph Dixon of Woodhouſe, Love God Mur- 
waite of Bithop Aukland, widow, and John Dalton of the 
fame, were proſecuted in the Eecleſiaſtical court, at the ſuit 
of Thomas Sayer and William Aale wardens, fora ehurch- 
rate ſo called. 
| The demands were on Walton, two ſhillings and fix pence, 
Lackenby, two pence halfpenny, Dixon one farthing ; on 
the widow Murwaite, four pence, and on Dalton, one far- 
thing; they were all committed to Durham jail, on a writ 
de Excommunicato capiendo; but feveral of their neighbours, 
troubled at their 1mpriſonment for ſuch trilles, paid the de 
mands of the court, and got them diſcharged. N 
Such trivial cauſes of excommunicatiqn, are a degrading £ 
of that office, which ought to be chiefly reſerved for a teſli- 
mony againſt groſs enormities or immoralities, In theſe. 
latter caſes to allow a pecuniary compenſition to buy off the 
cenſure, is prieſt-craft imported from Rome, to iſſue them on 
frivolous occaſions deſtroys their force, as matters of diſci- 
« ? bt pline; 
| 


* 
> 


_—_— 


2 
: 
” 


1 
1 


— 4 


„ ·MAA 


W IIS 
- 


— nm 


, 
| 
þ 
t 


HIST ORY OF THE 


5. That a great part of thoſe proſeeuions 
were for ſums not exceeding 405. 

6. That heavy coſts and rigorous executions 
have attended thoſe proſecutions, of which there 
are a great many 1aſtances ; in ſome of which 
the proportion of the ſums levied to the origi- 


nal demand, 1s greater than that of 800. wo 


demands of fifieen. 

The ſpecifications in the account publiſhed by 
friends, therefore, are ſo far from being de- 
fective, that they demonſtrate, the grievances 


complained of to be really greater than twas 


repreſented, 

After the peruſal of this ſummary review, can 
any thing be more clearly manifeſt, than that 
the Quakers did not apply for redreſs of imagi- 
nary or pretended, but of real and very ſevere 


grievances ; and the reaſon why their petition 


was at laſt rejected, may, perhaps be gathered 


from the following paſſage in a defence of rea- 


ons for not paying tithes, VIZ. 


© Tthink it is more than probable, that the diſ- 


* cernmentand moderationofthe latter ages having 


rejected the principles which were the original 
5 A ear ona of tithes, would naturally have re- 
* jeQted the tithes alſo; or if they did not think 


proper to repeal, would have modified theſe 
* tithe-laws with more equal regulations ere now, 


© were it not that the clergy, ſtill forming a body 
| e 


pline x to enforce them i in ſuch caſes by the civil . of 
omiſh canons, is an oppreſſive grievance z and to excommu- 


nicate thoſe who were never of their communion, is exceed- 


ingly ridiculous and abſurd. In any civil concern how 
would that man expoſe himſelf to cenſure and reproach, wo 


would go to Jaw for one groat or one farthing ; ſuits ſor 


ſuch ſums ſeem peculiar to eccleſiaſtical demands. 


—_ 


* 
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c ſeparate views and intereſts, have conſtantly ___ 


clergy, and the vindications of their brief ac- 
count, the people called Quakers had a contro- 
verſy on their hands till the year 1740, by 
which time they received the following account 


watched over the intereſt of. the church, im- 
properly ſo called, that is their own intereſts, 
with a jealouſy ready to take the alarm at 
every attempt, however reaſonable, which 


they apprehended had ever ſo remote a ten- 


dency to affect their revenues, or even their 
wer of inflicting penalties on thoſe who 
queſtioned their claims, and to exert the 


weight of their united influence, which from 


their character and connections is a very pow- 
erful one, to fruſtrate any ſuch attempt.” 
By the different examinations on the part of the 


304 
« diſtin from the body of the people, withc u a p. 


V. 
5 
1740. 19 


of a ſimilar proſecution, whereby three friends a 
were committed to York caſtle. FL 


6c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«c 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


The ſuffering caſes of Richard Ward, Bon Caſe of R. 


“ jJamin Burn, and William Boocock, on the 
account of refuſing to pay tithes. 8 


« We the ſaid Richard Ward and Benjamin 
Burn of Hillam, in the pariſh of Monk-Fryt- 
ton in the county of York, and William 
Boocock of Mithley, in the ſame county, who 
had dwelt at Hillam; were all ſubpzna'd to 


appear at the Exchequer bar in Trinity term, 


1735, at the ſuit of Robert Robinſon of 


Monk-Fryſton, tithe-farmer, under Dr. Tho- 


mas Sh arp, ee » Wiſtow, to auſwer 
cc 2 


= A prebend belonging to the cathedral of York. 


Ward, B. 
Burn, and 
W. Boo- ; 


cock. 


u 18 TORY: oF THE 
a bill which he filed againſt us, in which he 


a) ths againſt us for keeping and de- 


taining from him the tithes of our corn, hay, 


and other ſmall tithes, though he or his 
ſervants, had taken our corn from us in 
kind every year; if he happened to miſs 
taking it, he took more for it the next year; 


and he might have taken from us the value of 
our ſina]l tithes, at any time by juſtices war- 


rant, without putting himſelf or us to ſuch 
great trouble and expenſe. In Michaelmas 
term following we put in our anſwers, and 
gave an account of the value of our tithes, 


according to the beſt of our knowledge. 
after ſeveral terms he amended his bill; after 
which he replied, and refuſed to accept 9 


our anſwers: Some time after he amended his 


replication, and left out the tithes of our 


corn; then called for a commiſſion of enquir! 


to examine witneſles, Kc. which was held 
at Pontefract, in the 11th month called Ja- 
nuary, 1737, the charge of which coſts us 


on our part above 16/. though he proved 
ſcarce any thing more in value, than what we 
had confeſſed in our anſwers. In Michael- 
mas term following, 1738, he obtained a de- 
cree againſt us; Ward, for nine years {mall 


tithes, 4/. 195. 94. Burn, for nine years {mall : 


tithes, 2/. 17s. 6d. Boocock, for five years 


ſmall tithes, 1/7. I IS. Id. and allo a decree for 


coſts, 57/. 35. 4d. and for our conſcientiouſly 


refuſing to pay the aboveſaid ſums, we were 


taken up by attachments iſſuing out of the 
Exchequer court 1n Eaſter term, 1740, and 
committed priſoners to York caſtle, the 3oth 


of 3d month called : May following, and have 


cc remained 


; PR 0 85 


cc 


cc 
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b « remained priſoners here ever ſince, to the c HA p. 

a great loſs and detriment of our families.” REO 
5 6d 1740. 

= Richard Ward. 
1 York nx ” 7th of Benjamin Burn. 

E'-4 1 the 3d mont ink | William Boocock. 

f 10 N. B. A little time before we were broaght 

, > <© hither priſoners in the 3d month, 1740, the 
( ſaid Robert Robinſon, by virtue of a warrant 

" from Robert Mitford and Robert Pockley, 


S juſtices, diſtrained one cow of Richard 
5 „ Ward's, appraiſed at 3/. 108. for five years 
„ ſmall tithes, ſince the aforeſaid ſuit com- 
« menced; and from Benjamin Burn he di- 
« ſtrained a cow and a calf valued at 2/. 155. 
5 « for tithes, ſince the ſaid ſuit commenced.” 
T Had this tithe-farmer, who appears to have 
, = known the method of recovering by juſtices war- 


£ rant, taken that method for the recovery of the 
8 tithes which he ſued in the Exchequer for, 
- would it not have been much better for himſelf, 
4 as well as his neighbours? for he might 
C then have got the tithes he now loſt, and have 
. ſaved himſelf the expenſe of 57/. 3s. 4d. and 
X perhaps much more which the Exchequer pro- 
1 ſecution might coſt him: had the reſtriction the 
1 -* Quakers deſired taken place, this tithe-farmer 
i would have received a very conſiderable advan- 
= tage thereby, in being withheld from hurting 
* himſelf to impriſon his neighbours. 
8 Each had a ſeparate warrant for the coſts, 
2 which was 571. 35. 44. they were diſcharged the 
d - 13th of 6th month, 1943, by virtue of a clauſe 
h in the act for inſolvents, paſſed in the laſt ſeſ- 
| ; ſion of parliament, without paying the uſual 


Vol. IV. X „ 
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C H Ar fees to the jailer: by the following Juſtices of 


the peace, who met at the caſtle of York, pur- 


t7 40 ſuant to an adjournment of quarter ſeffions from 
Bradford, the 21ſt of the 5th month laſt, and 
before whom the priſoners appeared, viz. 
Francis Barlow, | 
Il |  _ - Richard Dawſon, 
| | Mark Braithwate, Li D. an advocate, 
1 Richard Gilpin SOWTY. . 
| It was pleaded b 4 council on behalf of the 
Wl proſecutor, that the whole coſts of ſuit, viz. 


8 of the priſoners, if the third was inſufficient ; it 
a being given in by the proſecutor's evidence, 


perſonal. 
eruelty, and took off his demand upon William 
charged William Boocock. 


part upon the other two friends; and taking off 
twenty pounds, which Dr. Sharpe allowed the 


warrant for diſtreſs, as follows, 


For one third coſts, — 13 9 


In all 17 7 6% 


on Benjamin Burn, for tithes, 9 17 6 
For one third coſts, — Bi 12 ” a 4 


7 Eo Y 5 In all 951 5 3 


1 $57. 35. 4d. was chargeable on any one or two 


that William Boocock had no, effects, real or 
The juſtices laid bete the riraſogitipe his 
Boocock, and one third part of the coſts, and diſ- 


Nor would the juſtices iy Wm. Boocock's 


On Richard Ward, for tithes, 4 19 9+ 
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proſecutor upon renewing the leaſe, granted a 
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On the proſecutor's return ſrom the levy, they © i” pos 

-  yere all three releaſed; William Boocock __ __, 
—_ freely, Ab. 
During theſe tranſactions, ſome members of 
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this ſociety, of eminent uſefulneſs among their 


brethren, had been removed by death, accounts 


of whom I have deferred in courſe, with a 


view not to interrupt the narrative of the pro. 
ceedings in reference to their petition, for the re- 


* 


John Gurney.— Benjamin Bangs. James 


Dictenſon.— Thomas Story. — Jom Fothergill. 


dreſs of their grievances in theſe proſecutions for 


Account of Alexander Arſcott.—Samuel Overton. 


%% eras Arfeant of ih cm xe; 


tol, an uſeful and reſpectable member of civil VI. 


church of England, incumbent of Southmoulton 
in Devonſhire, and deſigning this ſon for the 


0 - - g — 
and religious ſociety, was removed from works 


to rewards. His father was a clergyman of the Account of 
Alexander 


Arſcott, 


ſame function, he gave him an education ſuita- 


ble thereto; after the preparatory tuition at 


ſchool, he was removed to the univerſity at 


he had acquired the attainments eſteemed ſui- 
table qualifications for undertaking the ſacerdo- 


Oxford to complete his ſtudies. But now-when 


308 
nA F. tal office, and might have had a , reaſonable pro- | 


HISTORY OF THE 


3 ſpect of preferment, (his father being well re- 


1737. 
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ſpected and beloved among the great men in 
that country,) religious conſiderations prepon- 
derating in his mind, turned his views from 
worldly proſpects to thoſe of an everlaſting du- 
ration, and by the convincement of his judg- 
ment, being induced to adopt the profeſſion of 
the people called Quakers, he declined the 


thoughts of purſuing the line of life intended 


for him. This gave his parents great anxiety, 
both as appearing to them a miſtaken choice, 
and diſappointipg their hopes of his preferment, 
inſomuch that they frequently gave vent to their 
ſorrow with tears, whereby the feelings of 
filial affection were awakened in him to join in 


their ſorrows; and to call in queſtion the rec- 
titude of his choice, as he had been and de- 
fired to be a dutiful ſon to tender and affection- 
ate parents; his underſtanding became clouded 
for a ſeaſon, by doubts reſpecting the propriety 
of his conduct. 
Being hereby brought low in his mind, and 


fill ry Fares above all things to pleaſe his maker 


by doing his will to the belt of his underſtand- 
ing; to keep a conſcience void of offence to 
God and to man, (eſpecially to his parents) as 


far as might be conſiſtent with what might ap- 


pear to him required as duty to the Almighty. 
During this ſeaſon of ſpiritual conflict, he was 
much exerciſed in inward ſupplication to be 
rightly directed, and therein received a freſh 


ſight, that, if he would be Chriſt's diſciple he 
muſt forfake father and mother for him, and be 
faithful to the manifeſtation of his will 3 in all 


th ings. 
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He then found there was no other way to at- CH AP. 


tain that ſolid peace of mind, of which he was 


in purſuit, but by yielding unreſerved obedience | 
to the diſcovery of duty; this appears the mov- 
ing cauſe of his joining in ſociety with the 
people called Quakers, as being experimentally 


convinced of the reality of the mward appear- 


ance of the grace of God, and the neceſſity 
thereof to enable men to overcome their evil 


propenſities, and lead them into a life of virtue 


and holineſs. From that time till his deceaſe, 
being about thirty-five years, and when he was 
ſettled here in good buſineſs, and in eſtimation 


with his fellow citizens, he had the ſatis faction 


to find his parents better reconciled to his 


change; and that his intereſt with his friends 


and others, put him in a capacity of being ſervice- 
able to the reſt of his father's family, by pro- 
curing them good places for getting a liveli- 


Upon his entering into this ſociety, his 


worldly proſpects vaniſhed of courſe. But his 
good qualities engaging the eſteem and cordial 


regard of his new friends, it was not long till 
he found encouragement amongſt them in that 
line of life, which by his education he was well 
qualified to undertake. He removed to the 


city of Briſtol, about the year 1702, and kept 
ſchool there for the education of his friends 


children and others with reputation. He re- 


ceived a gift in the miniſtry, his labours where- 
in were very acceptable and edifying to his 
friends, amongſt whom he chiefly exerciſed it, 
of which they gave this teſtimony, that, © his 
* miniſtry gave evidence of its purity, being 


** accompanied with divine wiſdom, power and 


“ life.“ 


\ 
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[+ H A f. 55 life“. Although he did not travel much from 


1737. 


home, yet he occaſionally viſited ſundry meet- 
ings in the counties adjacent, to the edification 
of his friends. He alſo generally attended the | 


yearly meeting in London. 


The abilities and purity of his mind manifeſt 


ed in a circumſpect life and converſation, en- 
creaſed the eſteem in Which he was held not on- 


ly by his intimate friends, but alſo with the good 
and judicious part of his neighbours, and his 


acquaintance 1n a general way. 


His love to God was manifeſted by an 1 


fected and fervent piety; his love to his neigh- 
bours by his readineſs to do good to all men, as 
far as in his power. In the ſociety of which he 


was a member, his ſervice was very beneficial 
and extenſive, not only publicly in the exerciſe 


of a lively and affecting miniſtry, and ſkilful ex- 
ertions for introducing and preſerving good or- 
der in general; but in a more private way, in 


preventing differences, and promoting love and 


unity amongſt them, under the impreſſion of love 


and tender ſympathetic concern, viſiting the 
widow and fatherleſs; the · afflicted in body and 
mind, the ſick, the diſconſolate and the poor; to 


each of whom he would freely extend a hand of 
help, ad miniſtring aſſiſtance, conſolation, and gene- 


rous contributions himſelf, and uſing his influence 


with others to contribute to the want of ſuch as 


ſtood in need of food and raiment. © Blefled 
cc are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
e 
| The inſtances of his benevolence and the re- 
ſpectability of his character, were not confined 
within the pale of the ſociety; conſpicuous 
amongſt bis fellow citzens for judgment, under- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding and integrity, he was very much em- 
ployed in deciding differences between them, 
either as arbitrator or umpire : ſo that to the 
bleſſing of the peace maker, he might ſeem to 
have a title above moſt. 


He wrote ſundry tracts, which were well re- 


ceived, particularly thoſe entitled, Some Con ſider- 
. ations relative to the preſent State of the Chriſtian 
„ BR Fo OT ops e 
is laſt indiſpoſition was a diabetes, which 
gradually weakened him, till at laſt in a peace- 
ful frame of mind, he departed this life, the 
3oth of 1ſt month, 173), in the 61ſt year of his 
age... FFF 
Samuel Overton of Grovefield, in the county 
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Account of 


of Warwick, was born in the pariſh of Tach- Samuel 


brook in that county, in the year 1668, of Pa- 


rents in religious ſociety with the people called 


Overton. 


Quakers, by whom he was educated in the ſame 


profeſſion. 


The circumſtances of his father (a buſband- 
man engaged in hard labour on his farm for his 


ſubſiſtence) ſeem not to have been ſuch as afford- 


ed him the advantage of obtaining much learn- 


ing. Being in his youth inured to bodily labour, 
he was very helpful to his father in the manage- 
ment of his buſineſs. He was favoured with 
good ſenſe and a comprehenſive natural capaci- 
ty, ſo far compenſating for the defect of his edu- 


cation, that he wanted neither underſtanding 


nor {kill in the prudent and ſucceſsful manage- 


ment of his temporal affairs, or his ſpiritual 


calling. 


For, through the divine bleſſing proſpering 


his honeſt and judicious exertions in his occu- 


pation as a farmer, he procured not only a com- 


fortable 
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CHAP. fortable ſubſiſtence on a farm, irhere his heark 


VI, 


1737- 


parents laboured under very great difficulties, 
but 1n proceſs of time attained to plentiful c CIr- 
cumſtances. 

And in the laborious ſeaſon of bla youth, be- 


ing humbled in mind, he was favoured with a 
merciful viſitation from on high, whereby he re- 


ceived a religious turn, inducing him to purſue 
after the attainment of the durable riches of 


righteouſneſs, after which his ſearch was not in 


vain. For as he was faithful to manifeſted duty, 


he received a diſpenſation of the goſpel to 


preach, and laboured diligently therein to the 
edification of his friends and others. He tra- 


velled frequently abroad in religious viſits to his 
friends in different parts of England and Wales, 


particularly in the weſtern counties of the for- 


mer, and for many years attended the yearly 
meeting of London; in all which his labours 
in the miniſtry were very acceptable and ſer- 
viceable. Being a man of univerſal benevo- 
lence, and well qualified to propagate righteouſ- 
neſs, and the doctrines of pure chriſtianity, he 
was concerned to appoint meetings for the in- 
formation and benefit of people of other perſua- 
| hons. The ſame principle excited him to be 


frequent in attending marriages, and burials 


amongſt friends in the county wherein he re- 
ſided, and thoſe adjacent, as affording opportu- 
nities of ſpreading the doctrine of truth among 


the people in a general way. 
He was no leſs diſtinguiſhed for bis ſervice in 


meetings of diſcipline, being one of the firſt who 
was remarkably zealous to eſtabliſh and keep 
them up in thoſe parts. He was a man of ſound 

Nen, and * deportment therein, often 
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mind, and to ſpeak from a ſenſe of truth, which 
he was careful to exemplify 1n his own conduR, 


being a pattern of meekneſs and brotherly CON- 


deſcenſion. | 
His private er as deſeribed by bis 


friends, who were well acquainted with him, 
appears to be truly reſpectable, viz. that he 


was an affectionate huſband, a tender father, a 


kind and liberal maſter, a true and faithful 


friend, a generous and good neighbour; chari- 


table to the poor, and ſympathizing with the 
afflicted ; open-hearted and hoſpitable to his 
friends; a lover and promoter of peace, he was 


often choſen an arbitrator to compoſe differen- 


ces amongſt his friends and others; in which 
capacity his coolneſs, ſagacity and impartiality, 

enabled him to bring chem generally to an agree- 

able iſſue. 
Ille not only in doctrine zealouſſy and repeat- 
edly recommended a holy and circumſpect life 
and deportment, but was a lively pattern and 
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adviſing friends to à diſpaſſionate temper of c 1 A T. 


1737. 


example thereof, in his own converſation aud 


conduct. 

He had a lingering illneſs for ſeveral months, 
which he bore with chriſtian patience; and as 
often as the intermiſſion of his diſtemper would 
N admit, he was very diligent in attending meet- 


ings, wherein he very devoutly exerciſed his 
gift, and was ſupported and carried through in 


the diſcharge thereof, beyond what could in the 
eye of reaſon be expected, being freely given up 
to ſpend and be ſpent for the ſervice of truth; 
and even at the laſt meeting he had amongſt 
friends at Warwick, in the week he died, not- 
withſtanding the inürmities of his DOuy' he was 


deeply 


— 
E434 42 — —-— — — 
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CHAP, deeply and excellently concerned in teſtimony; : 
and, as if ſenſible of his approaching death, and 
1737, the loſs which the church was likely to ſuſtain 
by this removal, he fervently beſought the Lord 
in prayer, that out of his abundant Fe 8 Ne 
would be pleaſed to raiſe up and ſend more labour- 
ers into his harveſt; which was very affecting 
and heart-tender ing to leveral then preſent. 
He departed this life the 23d of the ſeventh _ 
month, 1737, and was interred in friends burial 
ground in Warwick, the 27th of the ſame, be- 
ing attended by a great number of friends and 
neighbours, and generally. lamented by all ſorts 


of people, aged 69, a miniſter avout forty-eight 
you... _ XY 
1740. John Gurney, of Norwich, was deſcended of bor 


P * worthy and reſpectable parents, who received 
ney. the truth in the love of it, ſoon after the appear- 
ance of friends in that city. His Father had no 
ſmall ſhare in ſuffering for his religious teſtimo- 
ny in the moſt ſevere perſecutions to which 
friends were expoſed in thoſe early times, and 
remained unſhaken in his faithfulneſs to the end 
of his days. His parents took particular care 
in giving their children a religious education, DM” 
and had the conſolation to behold the beneficial 3 
effects thereof, in moſt of them. 
This their ſon John Gurney, in particular, 
being early illuminated with wiſdom to diſcern 
the folly and vanity of youthful delights and 
purſuits, turned his attention to religious and 
virtuous conſiderations in his young years; and 
by ſubmitting to the guidance of the holy Spit, 
he grew in experience, in ſanctification, and in 
an underſtanding of the myſteries of the goſpel; 
Ang. nt the 22d year of his age, his mouth 
was 


n 
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blies of his friends, much to their edification 
and comfort; and as he advanced in years and 
experience, his excellent gift was enlarged, he 
being an eloquent man, and mighty in the ſcrip- 


tures. His miniſtry was often attended with 


the demonſtration of the ſpirit and of power; 
his. expreſſion plain and intelligible to the mean- 
eſt capacity, and his doctrines ſuitably adapted 


to the ſtates of the auditory reached the witneſs 
of God in many of their hearts: he approved 


himſelf a workman that needed not to be aſham- 


ed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Though 
his eminent qualifications made many delight 


to ſit under his miniſtry, and ſeek opportunities 
for that purpoſe, yet he affected not popularity; 
but frequently gave way to others, perhaps leſs 


deſired, chuſing rather to remain unnoticed, than 


to appear to gratify or pleaſe the itching ear; 
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1740. 


being careful deeply to attend to the motion of 


truth in his own mind, before he entered upon 


his labours in the miniſtry. | 
He had a high eſteem for the good order ef. 

tabliſhed in the religious ſociety of which he 

was a member, often expreſſing his ſentiment, 


4 That he believed their conſtitution reſpecting 
© diſcipline, was preferable to any other now 
ſubfiſting in the world,” and was diligent not 
only in attending meetings of worſhip, but thoſe. 
for diſcipline alſo, wherein he diſcovered him- 


ſelf to be a member well qualified for ſervice, 
and ſkilful in managing matters of diſcipline ; 
being a man of clear conception, underſtanding, 
penetration and expreſſion; his ſentiments ge- 
nerally carried conviction with them, whereby 
great regard was paid to his judgment, not 
e 1 | only 


| 
1 
| 
| 
q 
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e HAP. only in the monthly and quarterly meetings to 

VI. which he belonged; but the general aſſembly 
of his brethren in the yearly meeting at Lon- 
don. He was no leſs conſpicuous for his capa- 
city and judgment in civil affairs, wherein he 
was capable and ready to ſerve both thoſe of 
his own ſociety, and other members of the com- 
monwealth, many of whom received benefits 
from bis ſervices, which procured him the gene- 
ral love and eſteem of people of all ranks, even 
the great men of this world; yet he was pre- 


1740. 


ſerved from exaltation in proſperity, and cau- 
tiouſly avoided opportunities of applauſe, which 


frequently offered. 
His life and converſation adorned the doc- 


trine of the goſpel, which be was concerned to 


publiſh to the world; being a pattern of ſobrie- 


ty, chaſtity, moderation, temperance and other 
chriſtian virtues, In his fanuly, an affectionate _ 
huſband, an indulgent and tender father, and a 


kind maſter, In religious ſociety, a faithful over- 
ſeer, a wiſe counſellor and à ſteady friend. 


Among bis neighbours and countrymen of 


all denominations, an uſeful aſſiſtant on many 


occaſions, by free and candid advice, which 


as application was made to him, he generouſly 
communicated. 

In the latter part of his time, he was af. 
flicted with great pain, being for ſome years 


grievouſly affected with the ſtone and gravel, 


which very much weakened his conſtitution ; 
yet his foul ſeemed ſupported with chriſtian for- 


titude, in patience and reſignation to the divine 
will. And although his long indiſpoſition pre- 


vented his travelling much abroad, to viſit the 


churches in the different parts of his native 


country, 
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O country, as he had formerly done, to the edi- c H a v. | 
* fication of his friends, yet he frequently attend. I 
| ed the religious aſſemblies of his brethren at 1740. 
L- home, amongſt whom in his ſtate of bodily _ l 
2 weakneſs, he was often engaged in a living and | 
f efficacious miniſtry, whereby many were pow 
1 erfully reached, and affected with laſting im- | 
8 preſſions of religious thoughtfulneſs in their i 
— minds. F e . 
n Theſe painful diſtempers grew upon him, 'till 0 
_ they terminated his exiſtence in this life, the 
4 19th of 11th month, 1740; and as he had en- | 
h gaged the general eſteem of his friends and fel- | 
low-citizens, they manifeſted their reſpect to his 7 | 
= memory by a very numerous attendance of his il 
0 body to the grave: a ſolemn meeting was held | 
>= to edification, wherein the ſolidity of the large 0 
r aſſembly teſtified the univerſal regret for his ö 
2 JJ er og f 
a Benjamin Bangs, of Stockport, in Cheſhire, 541. [ 
[= was a minifter of eminence in his day, of whom, Account of | 
. however, for want of information and materials, 1 i 
2 1 cannot be ſo particular in my relation, as bis = 
4 ſervices at home and abroad for more than fix- 
h ty years, might ſeem to demand; and therefore 
y muſt reſtrict myſelf to the following teſtimony to 
4 his qualifications and ſervices, by his friends | 
. of the quarterly meeting to which he belonged. 
8 He was born in the pariſh of Longham, in the 4 
„ county of Norfolk, the 1ſt of 10th month, 1652, | 
; and was religiouſly educated in the principles | 
fo of the church of England. The Lord was pleaſ- | 
e ed in his young and tender years to extend a 
* mereiful viſitation of love to bim, with which 
e he was at times deeply affected; and about the 
e Igth year of his age, bElng then ſettled in Lon- 
1 1 | | don, 


WS 
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c H a p.don, was convinced of the bleſſed truth; and 


VI. 


_ 


Poor, in whom he obſerved a degree of ſincerity 


ſhortly after he came forth in a public teſti- 


mony, and became an able miniſter of the goſpel 
of Cbriſt: in which he laboured faithfully and 
fer vently, in divers parts of this nation and the 
kingdom of Ireland“, and was inſtrumental in 


the convincement of many. 
In the year 1683, he married Mary Lowe, 


of the county of Cheſhire, and ſettled in tat 


county. After which he viſited many parts of 
the nation and the Principality of Wales; and 


ll age and infirmities prevailed, continued to 
viſit his friends in the adjacent counties, where 
| his ſervices were always acceptable. 


He was an elder worthy of double- honour, 
having obtained a good report ; not of men ſeek⸗ 


ing glory, nor as a lord over God's heritage, but 
an example to the flock. In doctrine, ſound, 
clear and inſtructive; his openings were freſh 


and lively, and his manner of expreſſion truly 


_ amiable. He delighted much to wait in filence 

for the diſcoveries of the word of life, whereby 
he became ſtrong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might, ſounding forth the word of recon- 


ciliation by Chriſt our Lord, and ſalvation thro 
his eternal ſpirit. 

He was often fervent in ſupplication, and 
drawn forth in a ſweet and heavenly manner, to 
the great joy and gladneſs of the ſincere in heart. 


He was fignally qualified in meetings of diſci- 
pline, to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon for the promo- 


tion of peace and good order in the church. 
He was remarkably compaſſionate to the 
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and worthineſs, ſuch were ſure to meet with an 


advocate in him. VVV. 
His countenance was awful, his deportment 


grave, but intermixed with a pleaſant and fami- 
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liar manner of expreſſion, that rendered his 
company truly pleaſing to thoſe he converſed 


with, and when old age and infirmities attended, 


bis underſtanding was clear, and many ſweet 


and heavenly expreſſions dropt from him. He 


often ſaid, ** That his work was finiſhed, and he 


« was freely reſigned; feeling nothing on his 


« ſpirit but peace from the Lord!” When 


near his end, he could not forbear rejoicing in 


the bleſſed experience of that peace, faying, 


« Now I know and witneſs the ſaying of our 


cc hlefſed Lord fulfilled, He that behewveth on me, 


« out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water.” 


year of his age; a miniſter about 65 years. 
In this year allo, James Dickenſon, of Green- 


trees, in Cumberland, a very ſerviceable, valu- 
able and faithful miniſter of the ſociety of the e. 
people called Quakers, (ſundry of whoſe travels 
and ſervices have been noticed in this work) 


departed this life. He was born at Lowmoor, 


He died the 6th of 12 month, 1741, in the goth 


Account of 


James 


in the county of Cumberland, in the year 1659, 


of honeſt parents, profeſſing the truth, as held 


by this people. The Lord was pleaſed tender- 


ly to viſit him, when very young; but for want 


of keeping a ſteady eye to his guidance, he was 
led forth into thoſe vanities and ſollies of the world 


incident to youth; but ſuch was the love of the 
heavenly Father that he was met with again and 


again, and brought back, as a ſheep ſtrayed from 
the Father's fold; and after much affliction and 


= Adolitary exerciſe, fitted for future ſervice, and 
9.0 engaged 
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efficacy whereof he had 1 about the 
” eighteenth year of his age. _- 
He was ſhortly after concerned to go to feve- 


ral meetings of the Diſſenters, in the county 


where he lived, amongſt whom he met with 
much ill treatment; yet truth crowned his la- 


bours with the OI AHF Ants of ſeveral. 


After which he travelled through divers coun- 


ties in England, in the work of the miniſtry, in 
which he zealouſly laboured for the promotion 
of piety and virtue, fo that it often proved effec- 
| tual to reach the witneſs of God in the conſci- 

ence of thoſe to whom he miniſtred; for it 


may be truly ſaid of him, that he went not 


about to publiſh the goſpel of life and ſalvation 
with the enticing words of man's wiſdom, but in 
the power and demonſtration of the ſpirit of 

truth. Many ſufferings did he undergo in his 


_ early travels, in the times of perſecution, which 


ment of ſeveral. 
much and often hard, yet as ſoon as his ſervice was 


he bore with chriſtian fortitude and reſignation ; 


looking not unto man for his reward, but to that 
great and good maſter who bad ſent him to 
work in his vineyard. 


He viſited Ireland twelve times: - once Hl 


| paid a viſit to his friends in Holland and Ger- 

many; 
in all which places he diligently laboured for 
the promotion of truth and righteouſneſs, and in 


and three times went over to America, 


many places was inſtrumental to the convince- 
And although he travelled 


over, and his ſpirit eaſed of the concern which 


was upon him, he was diligent to return to his 
outward habi ation and buſineſs, that he might 
not only be a good example to others herein, 


but 
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but might alſo mind his ſervice among friends CHAP. 


at home. 
He was. a man much eſteemed in his own 

country; friends there bighly valued him for his 

faithfulneſs in the performanceof the Lord's work; 


and his humble deportment, circumſpect life 


and godly converſation, gained him a good re- 


Port among his neighbours and thoſe with 
whom he converſed. 
He frequently attended the yearly meeting 
in London, where he ſometimes ſpoke concern- 
ing the affairs of the ſociety, much to the ſatiſ- 


faction of friends; yet he was not ſo peculiarl 


gifted for the management of the diſcipline of the | 
church, as ſome others in his time, who were 
not ſo eminent in the miniſtry ; whereby the 
great wiſdom of the Almighty is plainly ſeen; 
for he fits and qualihes his faithful ſervants by 


VI. 


1941, 


his own power and holy ſpirit for that work and 


ſervice in the church to which he lees meet 


to appoint them. 


He was a diligent labourer at home, a con- 


ſtant attender of meetings, a ſincere Kap er | 


therein, very tender over the youth, a nurſing 


father to the weak, and full of charity to all; 
yet not haſty to join with forward ſpirits. He 


was very careful to keep clear of party cauſes, 
and anxiouſſy concerned to promote peace in 
the church; and often expreſſed his ſteadfaſt 


faith that the teſtimony of truth would be exalt- 


ed in the nations, and the antichriſtian oppreſ- 
fion of tithes brought down; and with concern 
declared his ſorrow for ſuch : as weakly complied ü 


therewith. 


When his natural ahilicicn filled, he 1 | 


ſpeak with ſtrength pay beyond his age 
Vor. IV. and 
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CH A p. and conftitution. He was ſeized with a palſy 
"A year before he died, which kept him from 
1741, Meetings, and by it his ſpeech was much affect- 
ed; yet he would often lay, © he was well, and 
had nothing but peace on every band.” 


He died at Moorhde in Cumberland, on the 


th of 3d month, 1741, aged 83 years, a miniſ- 
ter 65 years. 
1742. Thomas Story died in the courſe of this year, 


Account of of whoſe birth, education and convincement, a a 


Thomas : 
Kory. full account bath been already given“; in 


which it is remarked that he devoted much of 
his time to travelling in the exerciſe of his mi- 
niſterial labours for the edification of his bre- 


thren, and convincement of others. It was in 


the year 1693, he firſt appeared in the miniſtry, 
and in the ſucceeding year he travelled into the 
ſouthern and weſtern counties in company with 
Aaron Atkinſon : from the welt they returned to 
London aud there parted. Aaron returned 


home to Cumberland, and Thomas fixed his 
reſidence for the preſent in London, as the 
place moſt ſuiting for procuring a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence in that line of employment, which 


preſented to him, as leaſt confining and embar. 


raſſing, and which his education had qualified 


bim to undertake, viz. to employ himſelf in 
drawing conveyances, ſettlements and all other 
kinds of legal inſtruments, and in a ſhort time 
be bad more buſineſs than he could execute 
with his own hands, which frequently made it 
neceflary to engage clerks to aſſiſt him, as occa- 
ſion required; for although he had the offers of 
reſident clerks with competent fees; yet conſi- 
deri: ag theſe offers, as having a tendency to 


” - See vol, iii. page 351, &c. . 


bind 


PEOPLE <FALLED- QUAKERS. 
bind him to them *rill they might be properly c u r. 


inſtructed, and his deſire being to be fo circum- 
ſtanced, as that he might be at liberty to fulfil 
his miuiltry at home or abroad, as he might ap- 

rehend the call of duty to require, he determin- 
ed to decline every propoſal of this kind. And 
the ſeque] proved he did not come to this 
determination without a 1 conſideration 
of the matter. 

For after ſpending the year 169 5, and part of 
that ſucceeding in London, m his employment 
aforeſaid, he took a journey to the north of Eng- 
land and to Scotland, and after finiſhing his fer- 


vice therein, he returned to London, where he 


divided his time betwixt his employment and 
attending meetings in the city aud its neighbour— 


| hood till the year 1698, when receiving a letter 
from William Penn, defiring him to meet him 
and John Everot at Holyhead, in order to go to 


Ireland, he went accordingly, and accompanied | 


them in a viſit to friends in that nation, of which 


an account hath been related in its oper 


place. 
- Shortly after his return from held: having 
© for ſome time believed it his duty to pay a reli- 


gious Vit to his friends in America allo, he 


4 began to prepare for his voyage thither. He em- 


barked in company with Roger Gill in the th 
month, 1698, for Virginia, and arrived there in 
the 12th month following : his companion, as 
we have ſeen, died at Philadelphia in the courſe 
of their travels, and Thomas by cloſe and al- 
moſt daily labour and travel, 


early in the ſucceeding year ſeemed read y to re- 


turn to England. 


* th But 
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finiſhed bis 
ſervice in the compaſs of the year 1699, and 
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But William Penn being now returned to 
Penſylvania, with a view of ſettling there, and 
finding the affairs of his province, which he had 
left in a peaceful aud proſperous ſtate, during 
his long abſence, fallen into embarraſſment and 


diſorder; and having a particular regard for 


Thomas Story, as an intimate friend, and a fa- 


vourable opinion of his abilities, he importuned 
him to take up his reſidence in Philadelphia for 


a ſeaſon, to afford his aſſiſtance in ſettling the 


affairs of the province and reducing them into 


order. 
Upon due deliberation Thomas 8 to 


ſtay lo long as he might ſee it his place. W here- 


upon he was appointed one of the governor's 
council, keeper of the ſeal, maſter of the rolls, 
and one of his commiſſioners of property, for 
enquiring into and confirming old rights, and 
granting lands upon new purchaſes. Moreover 
when a new charter was afterward granted to 
Philadelphia, erecting it into a city and corpo- 
ration, he was appointed to the office of recor- 
der; but he held this office only till the corpo- 
ration was regularly ſettled and habituated to 


| buſineſs, when he reſigned. 


was enabled to fill up his reſpective duties with 
fidelity, and to divide his time here between his 
- ſecular and ſpiritual calling for the pace of 14 
years 


But in theſe different ſecular functions, in 


which he was engaged, both his honourable 


friend and himſelf had a due regard to calls of 
an higher nature, For by his patent he was al- 


lowed deputies in each office, whenever his ap- 


prehenſion of ar might engage him to travel 
of the miniſtry; he thereby 


abroad in the wor 
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years, viz. from the year 1699 to 1714, when HA \ P. 


he returned to England. 


During his reſidence in America, he paid fre- 1742. 


quent religious viſits to his friends in different 
parts of the continent, and in 1709, to the Weſt 
Indian Iflands, when in his paſſage from Jamaica 
to Philadelphia, the veſſel he was in was taken 


by a French privateer and carried into Martini— 


co, where he and the ſhip's company (except in 


loſing their goods and clothes) were kindly and 
; hofpitably treated. After ſome ſtay there, they 
got a paſlage to Guadaloupe, and from thence 


in a flag of truce to Antigua. In 1714, he paſ- 


ſed again to Barbadoes, and from thence retura- 
ed to England, where he continued his goſpel 
labours, in a ſucceſſive courſe of travelling in the 
various quarters of the Britiſh iſlands, and be- 


ing a man of eminent qualifications, and thoſe 
ſauctified, his miniſtry was very convincing and 


edifying, ſo that he was acknowledged, not only 


by the ſociety of which he was a member, but 


by other people, as a e. evangelical mi- 
niſter. 


His laſt journey was in 1740, from his o. 


reſidence at Juſtice-town to London, where he 


continued ſeveral months, and during his ſta 
there he was ſeized with a paralytick diſorder, ö 
which affected him to ſuch a degree, as depriv- 


ed him very much of his ſpeech, and confined 
him within doors till the return of the ſpring ; 


when he regamed a little ſtrength, and got out 
to meetings; but was ſtill not fo far recovered 
as to be able to hold a diſcourſe long, his me- 
mory being alſo much impaired by the ſaid diſ- 


order. Nevertheleſs he continued ſweet in ſpi- 


rit, and pleaſant and cheerful Among his ends, 
whom 
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c HA P. whom he was always glad to ſee, and be in 


company with. He likewile diligently attended 
the yearly meeting at London, 1741, though he 
ſpoke not much in it. Before the end of ſum- 


mer he grew ſo much better, that he travelled 
down to Carliſle, to look after his affairs in the 


north, which required his attendance; for hav— 
ing a deſign to build an houſe at Juſtice- town, 
he Fupided materials, and frequently overlook- 
ed the workmen ; and indeed his health and fa- 


culties were ſo well reſtored, as that he many 


times appeared in public in the meetings, great- 
ly to the ſatisfaction of friends. Thus he con- 
tinued without much alteration, till the 23d of 
4th month, 1742, being the fill day of the 
week; when in the evening, he ſuffered a new 


attack of his diſtemper, which ſeized him with 

great violence; and the next morning between 
two and three © clock, he deparied this life, in 
perfect peace (we have reaſon to beheve) with 
God and mankind. His funeral at Carliſle was 
attended by a great number of friends from ſe- 


veral parts of the country, and alſo by divers 
people in the neighbourhood, who ſeemed deep- 
lx affected with the loſs of a man, ſo valuable 


and uſeful to his country in ſeveral ſlations of 


life. 


John Fothergill, of Carrend in Wenſleydale, 
Account of hut formerly of Knareſborough in Yorkſhire, 


was the ſon of religious parents, who carefully 


educated him in ſobriety, ſimplicity and virtue, 
according to the principles of the people called 


Quakers. But in the early part of life, be- 


ing illuminated by the grace and truth tbat 


comes by Jeſus Chriſt, he perceived that neither. 


tradition, outward regularity of life, nor any 


thing 
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thing ſhort of real internal purif cation of foul c H A p. 


would render him acceptable in the fight of the 


Lord, or ſecure his everlaiting well being ; he 


was 1acited therefore, with an entre dedica- 
tion of heart ſteadily to purſue this arduous at- 


VI, 
— 


1744. 


tainment, and through the repeated baptiſms of 


the Holy Ghoſt, and the waſhing of regenera- 


tion, he gradually experienced, what he was in 


purſuit of, a being made clean thereby; and un- 


der this preparing operation of divine grace, a 
ſenſe attending his mind that he would be called 
to the work. of the miniſtry, he was very careful 
to wait the appointed time. For although he 


was fa voured with the opening of the ſeriptures 
to his underſtanding, in fundry parts, and at 
ſundry times, in the religious meetings of his 
friends, he cautiouſſy abſtained from the publica- 


tion thereof, till the time came, when it was in- 
deed required of him to make a public declaration 


of what was ſpoken in bis ſpiritual ear, and 
when the word appeared with luch clearneſs, 


as to leave no ſhadow of doubt, that it was a 
divine requiring, like the apoltle, he reaſoned 
not with Heſh and blood, but gave u 1p to the hea- 
veniy VION. 

He was called to the miiifiry about the 20th 
year of his age, and by a daily deep and inward 


dwelling with the word of divine life in his own 


heart, he ſoon became a ſtrong man in Chriſt, 


and a {ſkilful and able miniſter of the goſpel; 
well inſtructed in the myſtery of godlineſs, and 
in the light to diſcover the myſterious workings 


of antichriſt in oppoſition thereto, he was well 
qualified, out of the treaſures of his own expe- 
rience to adminiſter conſolation, counſel or 


caution, ſuitabls y adapted to the different ſtates 
of his auditory. 


Being 
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Being ſtrongly impreſſed with an awful hum- 


OF THE 


bling ſenſe of the majeſty and omuipreſence o 


the divine being, in the exerciſe of his miniſtry 
he was very awful and weighty, not endeavour- 
ing to pleaſe the itching ears, or gratify the high 
notions of airy ſpeculation by the wiſdom of 


words, but actuated by higher and purer mo- 
tives, as conſidering himſelf under the notice of 


that eye, which penetrates unto the innermoſt 
receſſes of the heart, and obſerves the moſt ſe- 


ceret motions thereof, he durſt not handle the 
word deceitfully; but patiently waited, renew- 


edly to receive power from on high, and under 
the influence and divine authority thereof, to di- 


vide the word aright, reaching the divine wit- 
neſs in the hearts of thoſe he miniſtred unto, to 
the convincement, confirmation and edification 
of many at home and abroad. 
For the ſupport of the diſcipline eſtabliſhed 
in the ſociety, his talents were equally couſpi- 
cuous, being repleniſhed with the wiſdom, 


which is from above, which is without partia- 


lity, he was ſtedfaſt, upright and diſcreet in the 
adminiſtration thereof; quick of apprehenſion, 
and of a capacious reach of thought, he ex- 


preſſed his ſenſe and judgment on caſes under 


_ deliberation with pertinence, convincing clear- 
neſs and impartiality. No family connection 
(not even his own) biaſſed him in applying 


righteouſneſs to the line, and judgment to the 


plumb-line, for removing offences out of the 
church, or recovering backſliders in the way of 
truth. The ſtability of his own conduct, and 
his inflexible integrity gave him authority, and 
that andere he invariably applied to the diſ- 
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couragement of evil doing, and the praiſe and c H A P. 
encdcuragement of thoſe that did well. _Y- 


He was brought up in the occupation of an 
> Huſhandman, aud I ſuppoſe his education as to 
> ſchool learning was confined to what appeared 
1 necellary 1 in that department; but his deficienc 

in literature was amply compenſated by the 
ſoundneſs of his underſtanding improved and 
refined by pure religion, which repleniſheth the 
man with a dignity and conſiſtency of conduct, a 
wiſdom to act well in every ſtation of life, ſur- 
' paſſing the wiſdom of this world. At bome he 
was {kilfully, laboriouſly and ſucceſsfully em- 
ployed in his occupation of agriculture for the 
neceſſary ſupport of himſelf and his family, yet 
not entangled therewith; for when the ſenſe of 
duty called him to leave his outward habitation = 
and ſecular affairs, to devote his time and talents 
to the exerciſe of his miniſterial labours, for the 
edification of the churches abroad, he with all 
readineſs yielded obedience to the ſuperior cal. 
ling; and in this caſe manifeſted that wiſdom, _ 1 
for which he was diſtinguiſhed in every circum: — {1} 
* ſtance of this life, always to leave his outward 1 
affairs in reputable order, and his children (after 
be was a widower) in ſafe bands, during his ab- 
öàö fence; and he was very diligent in travelling i 
with as much expedition as a clear ſenſe of duty = 
> would allow, that he might not make the goſpel 
© chargeable; and when his ſervice was finiſhed, i | 
do return to his family and outward ocouparion | ns 
with as little delay as poſhble. vi 
He took frequent journies into ſundry parts — 
of England, Scotland and Wales, in religious 1 
Vvuoſits to his friends. He viſited Ireland ſeveral 
g 9 times, and | thrice he croſſed the lea to America | 
| 13 1 


— 
1744 
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EHAP.M the ſame ſervice, to the comfort and edifica- 


VI. 


1744- 


tion of the churches, leaving ſeals to the efficacy 
of his miniſtry in many places, being inſtrumen- 
tal to the convincing, ſtrengthening and eſta- 
bliſhing of many in religious experience, and 


furtherance in the way of righteouſneſs and 


peace. He allo wrote fundry edifying epiſtles 


to his friends, amongſt whom he had laboured 


in various parts as truth opened his way, and 
excited his ſympathetic concern for their prol- 
perity and preſervation in fincerity and godiy 
ſimplicity, replete with important and perit- 
nent counſel and admonition, for the like bene- 
ficial purpoſes. 

As advancing age beveght on PE indiſpo- 


ſition and infirmities ſymptomatic of his body's 


tending to its decline; the natural and ſpiritual | 


abilities of his better part, his zeal for God, and 


love to the brethren were ſtill graciouſly pre- 


ſerved to him unimpaired. Under great bodily 
afflictions he continued his religious viſits to le- 


veral places in England, as well as his laſt viſit 
to Ireland, which be 
1742, about two years before his death; a part 


performed 1n the year 


of his ſervice which I had the benefit to Par- 
take of (as well as formerly in my native coun- 
try) and can join my ſuffrage to the juſtice of 


the preceding account of him, extracted from 


the teſtimonies of his friends, to whom he was 


more intimately known, as I have had frequent- 
ly during my pilgrimage through life, as well as 


at this time, profitably brought to my remem- 
brance, how; not only in the efficacious reach 


of his public miniſtry, but particularly in his 


private converſation among his friends, at ſome 
opportunities at which I had the advantage of 
= being 
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- = being preſent, the weightineſs of his ſpirit, the c H Ap. | 
y *Z unaffected gravity of his demeanour, the wiſdom V+ |, | 
- => of his reflections, his words few and ſavory, 4744. | 
- ſeaſoned with grace, made good and deep im- | 
1 preſſions with lating effect upon mr ee | 
1 mind. 
98s Under the encreafing infirmities of age in the 
d = year 1744, the laſt year of bis life, he attended 
d = the yearly meeting at London, and, although 
- under difficulty through weakn eſs of body, yet 
„ bis ſpirit was ſtill fo aRuated by lively zeal 
1— for the propagating of righteouſneſs and good 
= order in the lociety at large, and ſtrengthened 

by divine ſupport, that he was enabled to attend 
J= the fittings of that large meeting, where his re- 
* verent and watchful frame of mind rendered his 
al company truly acceptable and ſerviceable. On 
d his return he attended the midſummer quarterly 
e- meeting at York, and ſoon after in a letter to a 
ly friend mentioning his bodily weakneſs, he adds, | 
e- © Yet, I think, my better part is uncommonly | 
fit KF << ſupplied n divers reſpects, much to my com- {| 
ar *© fort and the reviving of my faith in the hea | 1] 
rt 2 © venly wfluence, which is ftrength in weak- | 
r-. *© neſs, and will be fo, where bis only worthy, } | 
n- name hath the praiſe,” | 
of Alter this in the latter part of the ſaid year, 
m bas attended the circular yearly meeting at Wor- [| 
as ceeſter, where through divine influence, {till emi- | 
at- neatly attending him, and reviving the recol- 1 
as leciion of paſt experiences, he was ſtrengthened. 
m. to bear a noble and affecting teſtimony to the 
ch all ſufficiency of that power, which had preſerv- 
nis ed, ſupported and guided him in the way that | 
me was right and well pleaſing, all his life long to | 
of 1 that day, and 1s equally able to do the ſame for | 
ng © | 
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enn, all the children of men, who are faithful and 
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obedient to the inward manifeſtations thereof. 
After the termination of this meeting he viſited 
Briſtol, Bath and ſome other places, and then 
returned home by eaſy journies, having meetings 
as opportunities offered. After his return he 
got to meetings for ſome weeks, when his teſti- 
mony was as lively and powerful as ever; ſeve- 


ral times expreſſing his ſatis faction and inward 


peace in having performed this laſt journey, 
ſaying, © His ſhoulders were conſiderably light- 
* ened by it, and he was reconciled to „his 


e he ſhould now be taken away.” 


By an exemplary and circumſpect conduct in 
a private and public capacity, he confirmed 


and adorned his miniſtry, being a lively exam- 


ple of primitive purity, moderation and fimpli- 

city of manners, and uniform virtue in every re- 

lation and ſtation of life, as became a miniſter of 

Chriſt. This conſiſtency of conduct procured 
him not only a place in the reſpectful affection 
of his friends, but amongſt people of every claſs; 
ſeveral of ſuperior rank, who were acquainted 
with his vIrwes, regarded him with honourable 
eſteem. 


Delighting in the law of the Lord, to meditare 


therein, day and night, he was often favoured 


with Level to the ſountain of wiſdom and light, 
and bis ſpirit ſuſtained to worſhip 


in ſecret, 
when his hand was upon his labour. 


the good treaſure of his heart at all ſuitable op- 
portunities, he was influenced to bring forth 
good things, whereby the minds of thoſe, with 
whom he converſed, were many times edified. 
More eſpecially for the inſtruction of his own 
family:! in the right way of the Lord, he was en- 
gaged 
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CC gaged frequently to talk of his law and his ſta- c HAP. 
d > tutes, as he fat in his houſe, or walked with vi. 
f > themby the way; and his religious care io form 


d their tender minds to piety and virtue, through 6 
N the divine bleſſing, was not ineffectual with ſe- 
8 veral of them, to manifeſt the good fruits there- 
e pf, in a ſtayed ſober and religious diſpoſition in 
- 3 7 the early and ſucceeding part of life; and where 


- through temptation and the inſtability of youth, 
d any of them cauſed him painful ſenſations by a 
„ temporary deviation from the path of purity and 
rectitude, he had the conſolation in time, to fee 
their return and reformation, and the greateſt 
joy in bebolding his children walking in the 
truth. And though we have obſerved, he him- 
ſelf had not the advantage of an extenſive educa- 
tion, yet his good ſenſe convincing him of the 
- benefit thereof in its proper place, induced him 
do give his ſons a more liberal inſtitution in learn- 
ing, by which, added to his own religious tu- 
ition, through the grace of God, to which he re- 
commended them, co-operating therewith, they 
became men in reputation for wiſdom and ho- 
nour in their reſpective allotments ; eminent for 
their abilities and ſervice in religious aud civil 
ſociety. 0 3 
After his return from his laſt journey to the 
yearly meeting at Worceſter, &c. his encreaſing 
infirniities gradually brought on the diſſolution 
of his body. Preceding which he had an even- 
ing of repoſe from bodily or mental labour, 
ſleeping the two laſt weeks of his life almoſt con- 
tinually, his memory and natural capacity ap- 
parently impaired, ſeemed to have left him little 
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. recollection or ſenſation, but that of divine fa- 
1 vour and comfort; for when almoſt all other 


expreſſions 
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c 1 4 >. expreſſions failed, he was obſerved to repeat 


VI. 


EC HAF. 


VII. 


the following in a very fervent and emphatical 
1 1744. manner, * Heavenly goodneſs is near: heaven- 


ly goodneſs is near.” So that under the feeling 


ſenſe of that heavenly goodneſs, which he had 
ever prized as his chiefeſt joy, remaining as a 
ſeal upon his ſpirit of his acceptance with God, he 


finiſhed his courſe in this life at Knareſborough, 


(where he had fixed his reſidence the laſt eight 


years) the 13th of 11th month, 1744, in the 
70th year of his age. 


"QC H AF. Vn. 


The young Pretender lands in Scotland —The Nebel- 
lion quelled.—The People called Quakers addrc/s 
the King upon the Extinction thereof. —who re- 
_ cerves their Addreſs favourably. —Caſe of Tho- 


mas Richardſon and Benjamin Cox. —Caſe of 
Hannah Riſdale. —Account of Evan Bevan, — 


Samuel Ov, 5 


E. NGLAND having been engaged in a 


Var with Spain ſince the year 1 739, and France 
— 174 
The young 
pretender 


lands 1 * the Pretender, encouraged by the enemies, and 
Scotland. 


having allo taken part with Spain, and declared 
war againſt England; in 1743, the eldeſt ſon of 


flattered with hopes of being powerfully aſſiſted 
by the adherents of his family, and of a favour- 
able 


* — pan i» y — — 


— 


embarraſſed with a heavy and expenſive war, 


dreſſes of congratulation to the king. The peo- 
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able opportunity of aſſerting his father's claim CHAP. 
to the Britiſh throne, while the government was V+ 
44- 
and the people (as he was made to believe) ge- * 
nerally diſcontented at the load of taxes with 


which they were burdened, landed in Scotland, 


when being joined by ſeveral clans of Highlan- 
ders, and having defeated a body of the king's 


forces at Preſton-pans near Edinburgh, he made 


an inroad into the heart of England, whereby 


the rebellion became formidable. But the Tue rebel. 


young Pretender found himſelf greatly diſap- lion quel- 
pointed in the expectation with which he had Kd. 
been flattered, both of foreign aid and the ad- 

diuon of ſtrength expected from the malecontents 

in England; and the king's forces under the 
duke of Cumberland approaching to give him 
battle, he thought it ſafeſt to make a ſpeedy re- 

treat back to Scotland, where in the month cal- 

led April of the ſucceeding year he was totally 


defeated by the duke, and an end put to the re- 1745. 


bellion. . 
Which having ſucceeded fo far as to occaſion 


a general alarm in England, the event produc- 


tive of great and general joy, brought many ad- 


ple called Quakers from their yearly meeting lk af 


in the third month, O. S. called May, alſo drew Wen 


: s addreſs tlie 
up an addreſs on this occafion and to preſent king upon 


"at Go ch time as the king might appoint to re- the extinc- 
-eelve it. 1 5 | EY 


tion of the 
icbellivn, 


And in purſuance of rhis appointment the 


friends deputed, on the 28th of 3d month at- 


tended the court at Kenſington, and were intro- 
duced to the king by the duke of St. Albans, 
wn Po e 
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c HA P. when Daniel Vandewali read the addreſs, as 


VII. 


1745: 


41 
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follows. 


To George II. King of Great Britain, &c. 


The humble Addreſs of the People called 


\« We humbly beg leave to e thy 
royal preſence with united hearts to congra- 


cc 


cc 


E 
cc 


5 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


CC 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


c 


* 


Quakers from their general annual Aſſembly 
in London. | 


« May it pleaſe the King, 


tulate thee upon the deliverance of theſe 
kingdoms, from the late impending dangers, 


with a Joy as ſincere as the occaſion is 
fignal. 
We beheld with grief and deteſtation an 
ungrateful and deluded people combined 
* againſt their own happineſs, and deſperately 


dert 


engaged in open rebellion againſt thy perſon 


and government, wickedly attempting to ſub- 


ject a free people to the miſeries of a popiſn 
and arbitrary power. 


* As none among all thy Proteſtant ſubjects 
exceed us in an averſion to the tyranny, idola- 


try and ſuperſtition of the church of Rome, ſo 


none lie under more juſt apprehenſions of im- 
mediate danger from their deſtructive conſe- 


quences, or have greater cauſe to be thankful 
to the Almighty for the inter poſition of his 


providence in our preſervation. 


A preſervation ſo remarkable mk it our 


cc 


indiſpenſable duty alſo to acknowledge the 
king's paternal care for the ſafety of his 
People, of which he bath given the moſt aſ- 
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ſured pledge, in permitting one of his royal c H Ar. 


offspring to expoſe himſelf to the greateſt of 


dangers for their ſecurity. 
« May we and all thy faithful ſubjeas de- 


monſtrate our gratitude for this ſignal inſtance 
of divine favour, by the deepeſt humiliation, 
and by turning every one from the evil of our 
ways: and may thoſe, who are placed in au- 
thority over us, by the influence of their own 


example, add vigour to the laws enacted for 


the general ſuppreſſion of vice and immora- 


lity; ſo may we have an aſſured ground of 


hope and confidence in God, that he who 
hath hitherto helped, will never withdraw 
his mercies from us.? 
We cearneſtly beſeech him by whom bios 
* reign and princes decree juſtice, that his pro- 
vidence may ever attend thy royal perſon and 


family, and make even the efforts of thine 


enemies conducive to the eſtabliſhment of thy 


throne in perfect peace; give ſucceſs to thy ; 


endeavours for ſettling the general tranquillity 


of Europe on a laſting fpundation, and grant, 
that an uninterrupted race of kings of thy 
royal progeny, may perpetuate the bleſſings of 


thy 38 o our poſterity. 


Dated in London, the 22d of the 3d month 


called May, 1746, and ſigned by 286 


friends. 


Which addreſs the king was s pleaſed to re- 


KL ceive very graciouſly, and to which the follow- 


ing anſwer was returned. 


I thank you for this addreſs of congratula- 


 « tion, the juſt concern you have ſhewn there- 
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* me; and you may AYE depend c on my pro- 


© tection. ” 
Afer withdrawing from the king 8 Pe mee, 


the duke of Grafton came out, and told one of 
the committee, that the king expreſſed himſelf 


very kindly reſpecting the addrefs, and ſaid, 
that he had not received any one which had 


given him fo much real ſatisfaction; and the 


duke ſaid, they might acquaint their friends 


thereof. 


Caſes of 
Thomas 
Richard- 
fon aud 
Benjamin 
Cox. 


Some few of the clergy and other claimants 
of tithes and eccleſiaſtical demands continued to 
be vexatious, in needleſsly applying to expen- 
five methods of proſecution; of which we find 
two inſtances this year, in the caſes of Thomas 


Richardſon and Benjamin Cox, in which the 


proſecutors put themſelves to needleſs expenſe, 
without gaining any advantage. 


The former, an 1nhabitant of Spittle-fields, | 


was profecuted for non-payment of 65. for fix 


ears ſmall tithes, at the ſuit of Robert Leybourn 


and John Brookband, ſtiled rectors and portion- 


iſts of the united rectory of Stepney; but the 


defendant being admitted to anſwer in formd 


pauperis, heard nothing further of -the pro- L 


ſecution. 
The latter, who refided at Mumby in Lin- 


colnſhire, was ſerved with a writ from the 
court of Common Pleas, at the ſuit of Thomas 


Williamſon, tiche-farmer, for {1x or ſeven years 


' tithe, demanded at about 20s. per annum. He 
had formerly taken the tithes in kind, but hav- 


ing taken ſome offence at B. Cox, though in 
no wiſe intended by him, he commenced this 
proſecution. 


Application 
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Application was early made to the biſhop of CHAP. 


Lincoln, who generouſly expreſſed his diflike of 
any thing that looked like perſecution, and rea- 
dily promiſed to write to the proſecutor, which 


had the defired effect. Williamſon dropt the 


proſecution, and gave the ſaid B. Cox no further 


trouble that way. 


We meet an occurrence which bappened in 


the laſt year, of which we have few or no other 
inſtances in the preſent century, although very 
common in the beginning of this ſociety. 


VII. 


1716. 


A Caſe of 


young woman named Hannah Riſdale, ſervant Hanni 


to. John Langley, of Waltham near Grimſby, 
in Lincolnſhire, having for a conſiderable time 


been under an apprehenſion of duty to go to the 


Steeple-houſe there, and ſpeak to the people 


what might be required of her, went according- 
ly on the 25th of the 1oth mouth, 1745, ac- 
compauied by her miſtreſs and ſome other 
friends, and waited till the prieſt. (Chriſtopher 
Jackſon) had finiſhed his meV a when the con- 
gregation was beginning to ſeparate, ſhe flood 
up, and (according to her own relation) ſaid, 


«« Neighbours, I am ſent with a meſlage from 
* to turn the eyes of your mind inward and 
examine yourſelves, and to come to true re- 


cc 


<«« pentance and amendment of life.” She alſo 


ſpoke to the prieſt, © That he muſt come down 
from his high and exalted place, and bow at 


the footſtool of Chriit, before he could teach 
Lan people the way to the kingdom of hea- 
ven; or to the like effect. | 

"The prieſt exaſperated at this declaration, cal- 


led to the church-warden to put her out of the 


place, which he not being forward to do, the 
| 2 2 : prieſt 


< the high prieſt of our proſeſſion to defire you 


Riſdale. 


340 HIS TO RT or THe 


CH AP. prieſt in great auger violently thruſt her out of 
VI the door himſelf. But this rude treatment was rie 
1746. not ſufficient to gratify his reſentment ; for bav- w 
ing (what 1s termed) the ſacrament to adminiſter, =. 
he alledged, that the worſhip was not over, and ga 
| ſoon after cauſed her to appear before a juſtice tie 
of peace, who took her maſter's word for her = K« 
appearance at the next Quarter Seſſions, where ta 
ſhe accordingly appeared, the Seſſions being kr 
held at Caiſter for the county aforeſaid in the = he 
2d month, 1746, and was there indicted fora te 
nuſdemeanor, in diſturbing the prieſt during d- tu 
vine ſervice, and convicted on the Toleration- eu 
Act, fined 207. for the king's uſe, aud committed th 
to priſon in the caſtle of Lincoln, till the fine he 
ſhould be paid. VVV 
Summum jus, ſumma injuria. Upon peruſing ar 
the clauſe of the Toleration Act, upon which ſhe ec 
was convicted, it appears to me ſtretched tothe pe 
utmoſt to comprize any offence ſhe was guilty m 
of. The words of the act are, If any perſon m 
or perſons, ſhall willingly and of purpoſe, na. th 
© licioufly or contemptuouſly come into any cathe®= in 
<« dral or pariſh-church, chapel or other congre- th 
< gation permitted by this act, and diſquiet and es 
< diſturb the ſame, or miſuſe any preacher or pi 
“teacher, ſuch perſons or perſons, upon con- ſie 
<« viction at the general or Quarter Seſſions, th 
« ſhall ſuffer the pain or penalty of 20. to tge dee 
<« uſe of the king or queen; their heirs and fuc- 13 
CC 1 5 ek 
If the prieſt had not been more actuated by a mn 
ſpirit of blamable reſentment and perſecution = LT 
(as far as in his power) than the poor woman c 
was by any deſign of diſturbance, this proſecui-- ſe 


on had never been commenced, much leſs car- p. 
5 1 ried | 
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ried on to the utmoſt ſtretch of the law, of HA p. 


which it is ſtill queſtionable, whether her action 
was a breach. She did not diſquiet the congre- 
gation, nor diſturb the prieſt, till the congrega- 
tion broke up, and the ſervice, as far as ſhe 
knew, was ended: and though advantage was 


taken of a circumſtance, moſt probably, un- 


known to her, her ignorance thereof exempts 
her from the charge of acting maliciouſly or con- 


= temptuouſly, which by the act appears to conſti- 


tute ſuch intervention criminal; fo that all cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, there wanted only a lit- 
tle chriſtian charity and moderation to exempt 
her from the penalty. 


VII. 


—— 


1746. 


Her friends, ſympathizing with her ſufferings, 15 


and commiſerating her ſevere treatment, exert- 


ed their endeavours with the juſtices, and other 
perſons of influence in that county for ſome 
mmonths after her commitment to get the fine re- 
mitted or at leaſt mitigated, that being yet in 
their power, as it was not eſtreated or returned 
into the Exchequer. But, although moſt of 
them ſeemed inclined to favour her, and gave 
expectations of joining their good offices for that 
purpoſe, at the two next ſucceeding Quarter Seſ- 
ſions; yet the prieſt ſo far prevailed upon ſome 


then on the bench, as to render the 8 in- 


terpoſition for her relief ineffectual. 
I be fine was in courſe eſtreated into the Ex- 
chequer. The only remedy therefore remain- 
ing was to apply by petition to the lords of the 


Treaſury for her liberty. A petition was ac- 


cordingly drawn up in the name of the priſoner, 
ſetting forth the matter of fact, and conſequent 
proceedings thereupon, and further alledged, 
{© that the had no intention of diſturbing the 
public 
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Account of 
Fvan 


Bevan, 
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public worſhip; but acted on a motive pure- 


« of any law thereln—that ſhe had always be- 
* haved herſelf peaceably and honeſtly, (in 
% confirmation whereof, ſhe referred 85 45 af 
c fidavit of two of her neighbours annexed) 


© and that by a long confinement, ſhe who was 


* only a poor ſervant-maid, had almoſt expend- 
ed her ſubſtance in her neceſſary ſupport. 
*© She therefore hopes they will commiſerate 


her caſe, aud remit the ſaid fine, and that ſne 


« may be diſcharged from her confinement, that 
* ſhe may be enabled to provide for her ſubſiſt- 
* ence, by her labour as formerly.“ 

This petition produced the deſired effect: for 
by an order of the board of the Treaſury to the 


attorney- general, after going through the uſual 
forms of law, a writ was iſſued by the barons 


of the Exchequer in the king's name, directed 


to the ſheriffs and jailer of Lincoln, whereby 


ſhe obtained her liberty after an impriſonment 
of more than thirteen months. 


In this year, Evan Bevan of Pontimoyle in 
Monmouthſhire, departed this life. He was the 
ſon of Charles Bevan, of Lantwit Vardre in 
Glamorganſhire, who gave him a liberal edu- 
cation at ſchool, and at the univerſity of Ox- 
ford, where he made a conſiderable progreſs in 


various parts of literature. 


After his return from thence he applied him- 


ſelf to the ſtudy and practice of the law for a 
ſeaſon in Glamorganſhire, and ſerved the office 
of deputy ſheriff of that county with reputation ; 


but after ſome time, through the convictions of 


divine grace, he ſell under an anxious concern 
about his future well-being, and thatgodly forrow 
which 


ly conſcientious, being ignorant of the breach 
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which worketh repentance not to be repented CHAP. 


of; of which exerciſe and the motives of bis . 


joining in ſociety with the people called Quak- 1746. 
ers, having himſelf, who could do it beſt, given 


a deſcription in a letter to a friend, a tranſcript 


thereof, will convey the moſt genuine and au- 
thentic account to the reader, as follows. 
Since it hath pleaſed the divine goodneſs 
to endue me with reaſon, I heartily thank bis 
« moſt excellent Majeſty : that it has been the 
further product of his good will, to give me 
life and being in that part of the world, where 
I have had the freedom to ule it; eſpecially 


in the choice of my perſuaſion, and way of re- 


turning my acknowledgments to him. I wiſh 

that all, who make any pretenſions to religion, 
„would make uſe of this noble faculty with 
* ſubjection to the divine will, to determine 

* their choice in this grand affair; and not 
let the religion of their education be that of 
« their judgment. If people were thus truly 


wille unto their own ſalvation, and did not too 
_ © lazlly reſign themſelves to the conduct of their 


guides, thereby regarding more their eaſe than 


2 fafery, they would not only be the better 


© able to give a reaſon of the hope that is in 
them, but they would ſhew more warmth 
in their devotion, more charity in their reli- 
gion, and more piety in their converſation than | 
* at preſent they do. 

* When I was viſited ſome time ago by the 
F chaſtiſing hand of the Lord for ſin, and my 
diſobedience to his holy will, I laboured un- 
der great affliction of mind and anguiſh of 
* ſpirit; and though I was conſtant above many 
in my attendance on the public prayers of the 

church, 
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c HAF.“ church, ſtrict in my obſervance of its ceremo- 


. 


1746. 


© nies, and exceeding frequent in the uſe of 
private devotion, yet my nen encreaſed, 
© and I waxed worſe.” 
In this wretched and doleful condition 
© was, when at a relation's houſe, who had 
* providentially returned from Penſylvania to 


his native country, I lighted upon R. Barclay's 


* apology for the Quakers; by the reading 
< whereof I was ſo well perſuaded of their prin- 
* ciples, and by turning my mind inward to the 
* divine gift, (according to their doctrine) it gave 
me victory, in a great meaſure, over our com- 
mon enemy, baniſhed away my diſorderly 
< imaginations, and reſtored me to my former 


g regularity: I received ſuch ſatisfaction and 
© comfort to my diſtreſſed ſoul, that thereupon 


I left the church of England, and joined my. 


© felf in ſociety with them; and I am the more 
© confirmed in my change, eſpecially where it 


reſpects the worſhip of our Creator; becauſe 
it is not only the moſt agreeable to the Scrip- 


* tures of truth, but heaven has given us aſ- 


* ſurance of its approbation thereof, it having 
been at times, to my own experience, mott 


© powerfully attended with the F of the 
* Moſt High. 


© I hope none will grudge me this mercy, 


© becauſe I received it not by their miniſtry; 


jf they do, I have cauſe to ſuſpect their charity 
is not of a chriſtian latitude, fince our bleſſed 
© Redeemer approved not of that narrowneſs 


in his diſciples in ſomewhat a like caſe.” 
© But here to obviate the objection ſome may 


make to my change, becauſe of the diſtreſs I 


F lay under, and the diſcompoſure I was ſubject 
« to 


” 
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to at times, I would have it remarked, that IHA ;P. 
read the ſaid apology beyond my expectation, VI! 
with more ſedateneſs than uſual, and a more 1746. 
quiet compoſure of mind: ſo that with the in- 
fluence of the almighty, or providence, or both, 
I had alſo the benefit of that diſtinguiſning 
faculty of man in the change of my opinion. 
O that I may never forget the Lord's mercy 
to my foul, who had compaſhon on me when 
I wallowed in my blood, and who ſaid to the 
dry bones, live. O that all ſuch as are viſited _ 
by the chaſtiſing hand of their Maker, would 
ſeriouſly lay it to heart, and confider their 
own welfare and ſalvation ; I could wiſh with 
all my heart, that ſuch who labour under this 
anxiety of mind, would take encouragement 
to hope in the Lord's mercy through their 
bleſſed Redeemer, by his kindneſs and 
long forbearance with me. I am a living mo- 
nument of it now; and I hope I ſhall be ſo, 
while he affords me a being here. If theſe 
lines ſhould come to the hands of any that 
are afflicted and diſtreſſed as I was, I have an 
effeCtual remedy, through mercy, to preſcribe 
unto them; turn your mind inward to the 
grace of God 1a your own hearts, refrain from 
your own imaginations, be ſtill, and quiet! 
refign yourſelves to his holy will, fo you ſhall 
find health to your ſonls, refreſhment to your 
{pirits, and the ſweet conſolation of the Lord 
in your own boſoms; you ſhall find your 
mourning turned to gladneſs, and your hea- 
vineſs to joy; this has been my experience of 
the goodneſs of the holy one of Iſrael, who 
abhors fin and iniquity; therefore I recom- 
mend it to you, and I think this is no miſtruſt- 

| | 5 ing 
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ing of the cauſe, for they are the fick and 


wounded in ſpirit, not the whole, that need 
the Phyſician. 


As for renouncing the covenant, which J 
and every chriſtian ought to be under, of for- 


faking the devil and all his works, I am fo far 


from entertaining one thought of neglecting 
that duty, that I think myſelf wholly obliged 
to obſerve it: and if I ſhould affirm, that 
through the grace of God, and his aſſiſtance, 
(for otherwiſe I am ſatisfied ] cannot do it. „ 
the obſervation of it is poſſible, I can find no 
reaſon why it ſhould be falſe doctrine in a 
Quaker, more than in a Churchman. 

As for deſerting that church and miniſtry 
which the Son of God came down from hea- 


ven to eſtabliſh, I am not conſcious to myſelf _ 


thereof; for I ſay, Chriſt himſelf is the head 
of our Church, and by his ſpirit and grace 


© the ordainer * our miniſtry. 


And as to the laſt query my ingenious ac- 
quaintance is pleaſed to propoſe, I do let him 
know, that my former deſpair and forlorn con- 
dition has been, ſince my adhering to that re- 


proached people, changed into a ſweet enjoy- 
ment of the goodneſs of God. ip 
conceal the Lord's goodneſs, leaſt he ſhould 1 
withdraw his mercies from me. 


* I had no ſecular intereſt to corrupt me in 
50 change, it is apparent to many, I declined 

; but as it was peace with God my maker, 
aa mercy to my ſoul I wanted; ſo having 


found the pearl of great price among them, I 2 
parted with all to purchaſe it; or rather, I 
was reſtored to all, I mean, the enjoyment of 
| c the ' 


I could not 
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t the divine goodneſs, and of myſelf, by ſetting c 
© a due value upon it.“ 2 1 
This letter preſents a lively picture of humi- 116. 


lity, fincerity, diſintereſtedneſs, meekneſs and 
modeſty in the writer, which qualities ſeem the 


_ diſtinguiſhing traits in his character; for al- 


though qualified by his good ſenſe and literary 


; accompliſhments to make a figure in life, and 
particularly in the ſociety with which he thus 
aſſociated himſelf; yet he declined rather than 


courted popularity, ſeeking in a retired life, to 


| attain the favour of heaven, by growing 1 
grace, in the ſaving knowledge of God, and in 


the acquiſition of pure virtue and ſolid peace of 
mind, more than to win human applauſe by a 
diſplay of his abilities natural or acquired. He 
appeared at times as a miniſter, nioltly, I appre- 
hend, among his friends in the place of his re- 
ſidence, or the neighbourhood thereof, as he 


found his mind opened and enlarged in love to 


his brethren, for the laſt twenty years of his 
life, whereby they were often edified and pro- 
fitably affected, and that not only by his lively 
miniſtry, but by the awful, weighty frame of his 


ſpirit manifeſt in the ſolid gravity of his coun- 


tenance, as he fat in religious meetings, feed- 
ing on the bread of life. And when from the 


fulneſs of his heart, his mouth was opened to 


miniſter, his words were few and ſavoury, ſea- 
ſoned with grace, to the affecting the hearts of 
the well-minded, but to the diſappointment of 
ſuch, as knowing him, expected to hear the 
eloquent orator in lengthened diſcourſes, deli- 
vered in elegance of expreſſion; for abiding 


under the power of the croſs of Chriſt, as in 


his general conduc, fo particularly in the exer- 
cile 
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bt c H A P. ciſe of bis miniſtry, his aim was ſtill of a higher 3 fe 
1 _ VIE nature, than to catch the admiration of men; wor 
th 17 46; dhe unity of the brethren in the bond of © Walti 
1 the edifying them in love, and the approbation of nefit 
| = his Maker for the diſcharge of his duty in fin- mine 
19 cerity and godly ſimplicity, were the important ſtrer 
ends he had in view; imitating the ſelf-denying ly F 

Þ example of the apoſtle, which he thus deſcribes. wit 
©! I. Cor. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. I came not with ex- ene 
| _= cellency of ſpeech, or of wiſdom, declaring unto neee 
11 jp the teſtimony of God; for 1 determined not 1 
bi 10 know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
and him crucifed. And my ſpeech and my of 

preaching was not with the hs words of _ oth 

mans wiſdom, but in the demonſtration of tlie be 

ſpirit and of power. That your faith ſhould ut bis 

* in the wiſdom of men, but in the power of me 

God. tim 

Atcſter his joining this ſociety he emp loyed = <1 

himſelf in the education of youth, having kept off 

a ſchool for about thirty-five years in their the 

meeting-houſe at Pontimoyle, where he inſtru. — of 

ed his pupils in the uſeful parts of literature, as WL 

latin, greek and geography, with various bran- ga 

ches of the mathematics; yet their inſtitution WE Tp! 

in virtue, by endeavourtng to preſerve them _ th 

| in innocence, and fixing religious impreſſions ce 
_—_ upon their minds, appears to have been the tre 
1: principal objec 1n his view ; for which purpoſe + cl 
1 he conſcientiouſly deelined inſtructing them in bi 
1 the heathen authors, for fear of depraving their P. 
f taſte for the pure principles of chriſtianity; and © 
moſtly in the evening of the day he held a re- =P 
| ligious opportunity with his family and the h 
ſcholars who boarded with him, to wait in 4 


ſilence upou the Lord, to initiate them! into ſeri- 
8 . ous 


dus meditation in retiredneſs of mind, and (as c H A vp. 


- 
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he felt his way open) to influence them to their . 
moral and religious duties, particularly this of 746. 


waiting in filence; laying before them the be- 
| nefit thence ariſing, for ſeaſoning their tender 
minds with profitable confiderations, and 
| ſtrengthening them to draw near their heaven- 


ly Father, not with the mouth or the lip, but 
with the prevailing language of the heart, awak- 
ened to a feeling ſenſe of what it ſtands in 
need of. 


of his reſidence, and however little known in 
other parts, yet here, where he was known, 
be was eſteemed and affectionately regarded for 
his private virtues, and public ſervices; the 


timony thereto, that, His memory is dear to 

c us, and being dead he yet ſpeaketh.” He 
officiated as clerk to the monthly meeting for 
the greateſt part of the time he lived there, and 
of conſequence was much concerned in manag- 

ing the diſcipline of the ſociety; in which en- 
gagement his meekneſs and patience were con- 
ſpicuous, in his forbearance towards ſuch as by 


: periority of his talents ſpiritual or natural, but 
pure love; plainly demonſtrating whoſe diſciple 


and pillar in the church, worthy of double ho- 


Thus he ſeems to have confined his ſervice 
and his acquaintance pretty much to the place 


meeting to which he belonged having borne teſ- 


their unguarded conduct, had juſtly deſerved the 
cenſure of the church; and his mild manner ot 
treating with them has reached ſome, and re 
claimed them to a ſenſe of their deviations; his 
humility in ſeeking no pre-eminence by the ſu- 


condeſcending to the weakeſt in charity and 
he was. Regarded by his friends as an elder 


nour, 
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Cc H A f. Nour, exerciſing the overſight thereof, not as a 
Vil. 


1 746. flock. 


His circumſpect conduct was truly exemplary, 


correſponding with his doctrine, and the princi- 
ples which he profeſſed. In bis converſation 


he was affable and engaging, inſtructive and edi- 


tying. So having paſſed his life here in pure 
ſelf-denial, in proſpect of the recompenſe of re- 


ward 1 in the life to come, he finiſhed his courſe 


in this world in peace, the 17th of 2d month, 
1746, about the 68th year of his age, and was 
interred in friend's burying ground at Pon— 
timoyle, aforeſaid, and his funeral was attend- 
ed by a numerous body of moſt perſuaſions and 
ranks in life. 
3 Similar to the convincement of Evan Bevan, 
Samuel was that of Samuel Criſp, a a clergyman Of the 


_ Criſp's 


SE church of England, who gives the follow- 
Ce- 
5 account of his convincement, in a letter toa 


friend. 

My dear Erlend, 
a 6 received a letter from thee, the week be- 
fore laſt, which was ſent by thy uncle Bolton : 
there was a great many kind expreſſions in 

it, and in thy fiſter Clopton's likewiſe. I ac- 
6 knowledge myſelf much obliged to you both, 

and to the whole family, for many repeated 
kindneſſes, and if my ſchool had not ingroſſed 
fo much of my time, I would have taken OP- 
portunity to anſwer my dear friend's letter 
now, and upon that account my delay will be 
the more excuſable.* 
© Fhenews thou haſt beard of my late change 
is really true, I cannot conceal it, for it is 
hs 1 glory in; neither was it any 1 
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lord over the mange; but as an example to the 
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of temporal advantage that induced me to it, C 


but a fincere love to the truth, and pure re- 

ard to my own ſoul: neither can I be ſuffici- 
ently thankful to God, that he hath let me 
live to this glorious day, and not cut me off in 
the midſt of my fins and provocations againſt 
him; he is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not wil- 
ling that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 


come to repentance: he hath brought me off 


from the forms and ſhadows of religion, and let 
me ſee in a more illuſtrious manner what is the 
life and ſubſtance of it, as he found me in ſome 
degree faithful to that meaſure of light and 
knowledge he had beſtowed on me, whilſt I was 
in the communion of the church of England ; 


are every day more and more cleared up to 
me, and the truth ſhines, and prevails greatly 


over the kingdom of darkneſs; and if I hex 


now turn my back upon fuch manifeſtations as 
theſe, and entangle myſelf again with che yoke 
of bondage, ſurely I ſhould: grieve the holy 
ſpirit, ſo that he might juſtly withdraw his 


kind operations, and never return more to aſ- 


fiſt and comfort me; for God is not mocked : 


religion is a very ſerious and weighty thing; 
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© therefore he was pleaſed of late, as I humbly 
- waited upon him, to make known to me 
greater and deeper myſteries of his kingdom; 
and I can truly ſay, that I find by daily expe- 
rience, as I keep low and retired into that pure 
gift which he hath planted within me, things 


repentance and ſalvation are not to be trifled 


with, nor is turning to God, to be put off till 


our own time, leiſure, or conveniency, but we 
* muſt love and cheriſh the leaſt appearance of 
Chriſt, not ſighting or deſpiſing the day of 


* ſmall 
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VII. 
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ty of following Chriſt in any of his commands: 


When he ſpeaks, there is ſuch force and au- 
tbority in it, that we cannot ſtand to cavil, 


diſpute, or aſk queſtions ; for unleſs we will 


be fo obſtinate as to ſhut our eyes againſt tbe 
ſun, we muſt needs confeſs to the truth of his 


doctrine, and preſently ſtrike in with it; and 
therefore when for ſeveral weeks I had lived 


more privately and retiredly in London, than 
was uſual, faiting twice or thrice in a week, or 
ſometimes more, ſpending my time in reading 
the Scriptures, and in prayer to God, this was 
a good preparation of my mind, to receive the 
truth which he was then about to make 


known to me: I lamented the errors of my 
paſt life, and was defirous to attain a more ex- 
cellent degree of holineſs than I had diſcover- 


ed in the church of England. In this religi- 
ous retirement, God knew the breathings of my 


ſoul, how ſincere I was, and refigned to him 
when alone; I wanted him to ſet me free, and 


to ſpeak peace and comfort to my ſoul, which 
was grieved and wearied with the burden of 
my ſin; for though I had ſtrictly conformed 


myſelf to the orders and ceremonies of the 
church of England, and had kept myſelf from 
running 1nto any great or ſcandalous enormities, 


the fear of the Almighty preſerving me, yet 


ſtill J bad not that reſt and ſatis faction in my- 


ſelf which I defired, and greatly longed for; 


I found when I had examined my ſtate and 


condition to God-ward, that things were not 
right with me. 


As for a ſober and plauſible converſation in 


the eye of the world, I knew that was a very 
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eaſy attainment, a good natural temper, with c H a P. 
the advantage of a literal education, will quick- , 
ly furniſh a man with abilities for that, ſo that 1746. 
© he ſhall be looked upon as a faint, and very 
ſpiritual, when perhaps in chains of darkneſs, 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the very bond 
_ of iniquity: if this ſort of righteouſneſs would 


have done, perhaps I nnght make as fair pre- 


tenſions that way as ſome others; but alas, 1 
* quickly ſaw the emptineſs and unſatis factori- 
\ neſs of thoſe things: this is a covering that 


will not protect or hide us from the wrath 


of the Almighty when he comes to judgment: 
* *tis not a man's natural temper, nor his edu- 


cation that makes him a good chriſtian ; this 
is not the righteouſneſs which the goſpel calls 


for, nor is this the truth in the inward parts 
< which God requires; the heart and affections 
muſt be cleanſed and purified before we can 


be acceptable to God; therefore it was death 
to me to think of taking up my reſt in a for- 


mal pretence of holineſs, wherein yet I ſaw to 
my grief abundance of people wrapt them 
ſelves, flept ſecurely and quietly, dreaming of 
the felicity of paradiſe, as if heaven were now 
their own, and they needed not trouble them- 


ſelves any more about religion; I could not 


entertain ſo dangerous an opinion as this, for 


then I ſhould be tempted to take up my reſt 


by che way, whilſt I was travelling towards 
< the promiſed land. I think I made a little 


progreſs in a holy life, and through God's aſ- 


* fiſtance I weakened ſome of my ſpiritual ene- 
mies, whilſt I lived in the communion of the 


national church. I thank my Ged, I can 


truly ſay, whilſt J uſed thoſe prayers, I did it 


A a <1: © with. 


— — 
8 
- - 


Oe A RY r IEG he nar I oe 


354 


HISTORY or THE 


CHAP, with zeal and ſincerity, in his fear and dread, 
VI. © but ſtill I ceaſed not my earneſt ſupplication 
© to him in private, that he would ſhew me 


1746. 


© ſomething more excellent, that J might get a 


N 


A 
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a more complete victory over all my luſts and 
paſſions, and might perfect righteouſneſs before 
him; for I found a great many fins and weak- 


neſſes daily attending me: and though I made _ 
frequent reſolutions to forſake thoſe fins, yet 
ſtill the temptation was too ſtrong for me, 10 


that often I had cauſe to complain with the 
apoſtle in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, O wretch- 


ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death! Who ſhall ſet me free, and 


give me ſtrength to triumph over fin, the 


world and the devil, that I may in every 


thing pleaſe God, and there may not be 


© the leaſt thought, word, or motion, geſture, 
or action, but what is exactly agreeable 


to his moſt holy will, as if I ſaw him ſtanding 


before me, and as if I were to be judged by 


him for the thought of my heart next moment. 


O divine life! O feraphic foul! O that I 
could always ſtand here! for here 1s no re- 


flection, no ſorrow, no repentance! But at 


God's right hand there is perfect peace, and a 
river of unſpeakable joy. O that we might 
© imitate the life of JESUS, and be thoroughly 
furniſhed unto every good word and work! 
This was the frequent breathing of my ſoul to 

God when I was in the country, but more eſpe- 


cially after I had left my new preferment of a 
chaplain, and took private lodgings in Lon- 


don. In this retirement I hope I may fay, 


without boaſting, that I was very devout and 


religious, and J found great comfort and re- 
* ifreſhment in it from the Lord, who let me fee * 
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ariſes from an humbled mortified life, was 


in it more than in all the delights and EPS. 
ſures of the world. 


And now it pleaſed God to ſhew x me, that 
if I would indeed live ſtrictly and holily as be- 
comes the goſpel, then I muſt leave the com- 
munion of the church of England, but knew 
not yet which way to determine myſelf, nor 
* to what body of men I ſhould join, who were 
more orthodox, and more regular in their 
lives. As for the Quakers ſo called, I was fo 
great a ſtranger to them, that I had never 
read any of their books, nor do I remember, 
that ever I converſed with any one man of that 
communion in my whole life: Ithink there was 
one in Foxly while I was curate there, but 1 
never ſaw the man, though I went ſeveral 
times to his houſe on purpoſe to talk with 
* him, and to bring him off from his mad and 
wild enthuſiaſm, as I then ignorantly thought 
* it to be: as for that way, I knew it 
© was every where ſ poken againſt; he that had 


a mind to appear more witty and ingenious 


than the reſt, would chuſe this for the ſubject 


of his profane jeſts and drollery; with this he 


* makes ſport, and diverts the company; for a 
Quaker is but another name for a fool or a 
madman, and was ſcarce ever mentioned but 
with ſcorn and contempt. As for drollery L 
confeſs I was never any great friend to it; but 
indeed if all was true that was laid to the 
Quakers charge, I thought that they. weie 
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then very pleaſant to my taſte, and I rejoiced © 17 46: 


ſome of the worſt people that ever appeared 


in the world, and wondered with what face 
they could call themſelves chriſtians, fince I 
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was told they denied the fundamental articles 


> the holy faith, to which I ever bore the 


higheſt veneration and eſteem; and notwith- 
ſtanding I had always lived at the greateſt 


diſtance from that people, and was very zeal- 


ous in the worſhip of the church of England, 
and upon all occaſions would ſpeak very ho- 
nourably of it, moreover was content to 


ſuffer ſome few i inconveniences upon that ac- 


count, (as thou very well knoweſt) yet my fa- 
ther ill looked upon me as inclining to the 


uvakers; and ſome years ago fignitied to a 
friend, he was afraid I would become an en- 


thuſiafſt ; and whilit I was at Bungan ſchool, _ 
he ſent me two books to read that were Writ-⸗ 


ten againſt the Quakers, one of which was 


John Faldo's, who hath been ſufficiently ex- 


poſed for it by William Penn. 

* Whilſt I lived in London in that private re- 
tired manner (I was juſt now ſpeaking of) 
walking very humble in the fight of God, and 


having opportunity to reflect upon my paſt life, g 
as I had occaſion to be one day at a bookſel- 
ler's ſhop, I bappened to caſt my eye on 


Barclay's works; and having heard in the 


country that he was a man of great account 


among the Quakers, I had a mind to ſee what 
their principles were, and what defence they 
could make for themſelves; for ſure thought 


I, theſe people are not ſo filly and ridiculous, 
nor maintainers of ſuch horrid opinions, as 


the author of the Snake and ſome others would 
make us believe. I took Barclay home with 
me, and I read him through in a weeks time, 
ſave a little treatiſe at the end, which finding 


to be very ne 1 omitted; but how- 


Ever 
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of God; there I found a light to break in upon 
my mind, which did mightily refreſh and com- 


fort me in that poor low, and humbled ſtate, in 


which Ithen was; forT was then, and indeed bid 


been for a conſiderable time before, very hun- 
gry and thirſty after righteouſneſs, and there- 
fore I received the truth with all readineſs cf 


mind; *twas like balm to my foul, and as 
ſhowers of rain to the thirſty earth, which 
is parched with heat and drought. This au- 


thor laid things down ſo plainly, and proved 


them with ſuch ingenuity and dexterity of 
learning, and opened the ſcriptures ſo clearly 


to me, that without ſtanding to cavil, diſpute, 
raiſe argument or objection, or conſulting with 
fleſh and blood, I preſently reſigned myſelf to 
God, and weeping for joy that I had found fo 
great a treaſure, I often thanked him with 


tears in my eyes, for ſo kind a viſitation cf his 


love, that he was graciouſly pleaſed to look. 
toward me when my ſoul cried after him; fo, 
though before I was in great doubt and trou- 


ble of mind, not knowing which way to deter- 
mine myſelf, yet now the fun breaking out ſo 


powertully upon me, the clouds were ſcattered, 
I was now fully ſatisfied in my own mind 
which way I ought to go, and to what body of 
people I ſhould join myſelf. 

© So I immediately left the communion of the 


church of England, and went to Gracious-ſtreet 
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ever I ſoon read enough to convince me ofc H A p. 
my own blindneſs aud 1gnorance, in the things 
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meeting. After I had read Barclay, I read 
ſome other books of that kind, among which was 


an excellent piece, though in a ſmall volume, 
called, No croſs no crown: thus I continued 
reading 


358 


HISTORY OF THE 


CHA?P.* reading and frequenting meetings for ſeveral 
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weeks together, but did not let any one ſoul 
© know what I was about: the firſt man I con- 


« yerſed with was George Whitehead, and this 


was ſeveral weeks after I began to read Bar- 


clay, and frequent their meetings: by him J 
* was Introduced into more acquaintance, and 
« ſtill the farther I went, the more I liked their 

plainneſs, and the decency and ſimplicity of 


* their converſation: They do not uſe the cere. 


monies and falutations of the church of Eng- 


land, but ſhake hands freely, and converſe toge- 
« theras brothers and ſiſters, that are ſprung of the 


*< ſame royal ſeed, and made kings and prieſts un- 


to God. O, the love, the ſweetneſs and ten- 


a 


people! By zhis, ſays Chriſt, ſhall all men know 
that ye are my diſciples, if you have love one to 
another : Put on therefore, lays the apoſtle, (as 
elect of. God holy and beloved) bowels of mercy, 
kinaneſs, humbleneſ' of mind, meekneſs, long- 


ſuffering. 


A * 


E 


Thus, my dear friend, I have given thee an 


account of my proceeding on this affair. As 
to my bodily ſtate, if thou defireſt to know 
what it is, I may acquaint thee that I have 


A 


bave food and raiment ſufficient for me, ſo 


neceſſities and conveniences of life liberally : 
let us not burden ourſelves with taking care 
for the vanities and ſuperfluities of it; let us 


poſſeſs our veſſels in ſen@ification and Fonour; 
and as we bring our minds into perfect ſubjec- 


8 


© of 


derneſs of affection I have ſeen among this 


my health, as well as ever, and I bleſs God I 


that I want no outward thing; and I have the 


tion to the whole will of God, fo let us bring 
our body t to the molt hmple and natural way 


— —— mary 2 5 


1 
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things, never ſtudying to gratify our wan- 


our earthly cares and pleaſures, that we may 
bring moſt glory to God, moſt health and 


burden to a generous philoſophical ſoul, which 
would breathe in a pure vehicle, that ſo it 


Wed. 


I Thou knoweſt, my dear friend, that religion 
is a very ſerious thing, and repentance is a 


„great work, and one precious immortal ſoul, 


is of more worth than ten thouſand periſhing 


let us come to the life and power of it, let us 


him, and he will give us more ſtrength, ſo that 
we {hall fee the enemy of our peace fall before 


* us, and nothing ſhall be impoſſible unto us: I 
< ſay, my friend, let us be faithful to that mea- 


* ſure of light and knowledge which God has 


given us, to be profited and edified by it in a 


© ſpiritual 


ton appetites, nor to follow the cuſtoms and |, 
humours of men, but how we may ſo contract 


peace to our own ſouls, and do molt ſervice 
to the truth; and if this be our aim, certainly 
a very ſmall portion of the things of this 
world will ſuffice us: ſeeing we are chriſtians, 
we ſhould therefore earneſtly purſue thoſe 
things which bring us neareſt to God, and 
which are moſt perfective of human nature; for 
what is more than a competency, ſeems to be a 


may have a quick ſenſe and reliſh of all 
bleflings, both of the ſuperior and inferior 


worlds, with all their pomp and glory: there- 
fore let us take courage, and be valiant for the 
truth upon the earth, let us not content our- 
ſelves with a name and profeſſion of godlineſs, 


not deſpond of getting the victory; we have a 
little ſtrength for God; let us be faithful to 
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faithful to work with the ſtrength we have, he 


< will more and more enlighten us, ſo that we 


a ſhew of learning and ſubtility, 


ſhall fee to the end of thoſe forms and 


ſhadows of religion wherein we have formerly 
lived; but if he ſees we are about to take up 


our reft in thoſe ſhadows, that we grow cold 


and indifferent m the purſuit of holineſs, run- 


ning out into notions and ſpeculations, and 
have more mind to diſpute, and to make 


holy and devout lite, then * tis Juſt with God 
to leave us in a carnal and polluted ſtate, to 


continue yet but in the outward court, where 
we may pleaſe ourſelves with beholding the 


beauty and ornaments of a worldly ſanctuary, 


and never witneſs the veil being taken away, 
and that we are brought by the blood of Jeſus, 


into the holieſt of all, where alone there is 


true peace with God, and reſt to the weary 
< foul. I could ſay much upon this bead, if 
time or leiſure would give leave. | 
As for a particular anſwer to thy letter, I 
have not time now to give it; 


and ſor the 
preſent let this general anſwer ſuffice: and if 


thou wilt confider things in their pure ab- 


ſtracted nature, and not ſuffer the prejudice 
of education to ſway thee, but in fear and hu- 
mility wilt ſearch out the truth for thyſelf, 


thou wilt find that there needs no other an- 
ſwer to thy letter than what I have already ' 
given; for by waiting upon God, and dili- 

gently ſeeking him, thou wilt find an anſwer to it | 


O 


in thy own boſom, and this will be mach more | 


full, clear and fatisfaQtory than I, or any other 


man living can pretend to give thee, or any 


Other 


chan to lead a 
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in the church of England, that they may 
come to witneſs the almighty power of God, 


things themſelves, 1s the daily prayer and deep 
travel of my ſoul, God knoweth. Till I can 
be more particular, if thou pleaſe thou mayeſt 


that I am well, and thank them for their 


ſtand perfect in the whole will of God, Amen, 


* faith my ſoul. I am thy moſt affectionate 


* friend and ſervant in Jeſus, Ce 


This epiſtle and the former of Evan Bevan 
are introduced by William Sewel as inſtances, 
among many others, that thoſe from other 
ſocieties, who have joined the people called 
Quakers, have been induced thereto, not by in- 


tereſted, but by pure conſcientious motives; while 


thoſe few who have left them to attach them- 


ſelves to the eſtabliſhed church, or other pro- 


feſſions, have been generally actuated by pique, 


ſelf. intereſt, libertiniſm or ambition, to indulge 


themſelves in a latitude of conduct, which the 
rules of this ſociety do not allow of, or to attain 


thoſe honours or profitable employments, which 


are reſtricted to a conformity to the eftabliſhed 


religion. 


to ſave and redeem them from every yoke; 

and that they may ſee clearly to the end of 
thoſe things which are aboliſhed, and come to 
the enjoyment of ſpiritual and heavenly _ 


communicate this to them, and let them know 
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other friend who hath lovingly wrote to me, c HA p. 
for whom I deſire, with all the ſincere hearted _ 
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kind letters. Let us remember to pray for 
one another with all fervency, tbat we may 
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Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.—The Gabe ( ſo cal- 
led) ſend R. Barclays Apology to each of the 
 Plenipotentiaries, —Letter to the Ambaſſadors.— 

Account of Benjamin Kidd. —Alteration of the 


Style. Taper of Advice thereupon. —Account of 


Tohn Richardſon and Samuel Boumas.—Caſe of 


Daniel Hollis, who died a Priſoner. —Account of 


Peter Andrews and A braham Ferringtos.— 
Death of: King es II. 


CHAP. «T's HE war which had Ws between Eng- | 
vil. land and Spain in 1739, ſtill continued; and in 
the intermediate time, the flame had ſpread 


1748. 
74. over ſeveral parts of the continent of Europe, 


but by this time, the ſeveral warring powers 


were heartily tired of conteſts which had con- 


ſumed profuſion of blood and treaſure, and had 


been productive of abundance of miſchief, and 

in the events of which, all, in their turns had 
found themſelves diſappointed, as generally hap- 

2 of pens in warlike contentions. A negotiation was 
Sele therefore reſolved upon, and the contending 
powers agreed to hold a congreſs at Aix-la- 

The peo- Chapelle, for the purpoſe of concluding a peace, 
* to which all the powers at war ſent their Pleni- 


akers 
in London, potentiari ICS. 


agree to The people called ka in London (as ö 


1 had been done before at the treaty of Nimeguen) 


clays apo- at the inſtance of Simeon Warner reſolved to 
logy n lend ſome of Robert Barclay's apologies to Alx- 


_ of the 
| plenipo- | la- 
tentiaries. | 
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tiaries of the ſeveral ſtates aſſembled there for VIII. 


5 la-Chapelle, to be preſented to the Plenipoten- c HA * 


this purpoſe; and Jan Vander Werf of Amſter 1748. 


dam, being reputed to be the propereſt perſon 
to deliver the ſame, being writ to for that pur- 
poſe, he conſented. . 


In the mean time it was thought expedient to With an 


prepare an epiſtle by way of introduction, as _ Us 
reaſons for preſenting the apology, which being 
drawn up and approved, was printed in Engliſh 


and Latin, and 1s as followeth. 


To the Ambaſſadors of the Chriſtian Princes 
and States, met to conclude a general Peace 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, the People called Quak- 
ers with Health and Happineſs 


© Near a century ago it pleaſed the Almighty 
to raiſe up a people in this kingdom, to pub- 
liſh among other goſpel truths, the glad tidings 
proclaimed at the birth of our bleſſed Saviour, 
Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 
good will o men; and allo declare to the world, 
the inconſiſtency of wars and fighting, with 
the example and precepts of Chriſt, and the 
_ doctrine of his followers. _ „ 
The almighty hath been graciouſly pleaſed 
to continue us a people to bear witneſs to the _ 
ſame divine truths, and to engage us in love 
to the whole race of mankind; to promote 
the knowledge and practice of the bleſſed 
doctrines, as they tend ſo manifeſtly to extir- 
pate violence, injuſtice, and all the dreadful 
calamities of war; to eſtabliſh peace and har- 
mony in the world, and to exalt the happineſs 
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© 'To contribute as much as in us lies to theſe 


important purpoſes, we are induced to requeſt 


your acceptance and candid peruſal of the 


* apology herewith preſented to you, written by 


our friend Robert Barclay, for the ſpreading 


of truth, and the 1nformation of mankind, 


which at the ſame time that it exhibits the 


meek and humble pattern of holy Jeſus, the 


doctrine of his apoſtles, the ſentiments of the 


early chriſtans, and our belief in relation to 
wars; 


ſpirit of error, the pride, the wickedneſs, or 
the ignorance of men. 


Ibis apology was addreſſed and delivered 
by the author to Charles II. king of Great 
Britain, and accepted by him and his royal 
ſucceſlors, to whom it has been fince preſent- 
ed, with marks of regard : we fervently wiſh 


it may contribute to your ſolid advantage, 


and by your means, to the promotion of peace, 


righteouſneſs and true piety amongſt thoſe, 


over whom your influence in your reſpective 
ſtations may extend. 


May the God of peace and love make you 


the happy iuſtruments of ſettling the tranquil- 
lity of Europe on a laſting foundation, and 


perpetuate the bleſſings of peace to the ſtates 


you repreſent, and through them to the whole 


world.” ? 


FEY in Ll on behalf of the aforeſaid 


people, the 1 2th of 6th month called Auguſt, 
1748. 


Joſeph 
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contains a compendious view of the 
chriſtian religion, diveſted of all thoſe inven- 
tions with which it has been corrupted by the 


, / I. 7 


. r 2 * 2 Z t, y : 3 Fe. * , 8 5 4 g 7 
Bas, | W > . N 8 Lo FA ol yr 5 25 7 dh ROPES : 3 TE g ” 0 You 
S SR II EA SAO TS GETS 8 SA 5 DDE n RE Me OREN AP Th Rb Ox Bone be 
. 2, N 8 NN. 2 q LIED 4 2 SP be 4 = TW a Dat et ta bias IS Pri wy * 8 ; IS) R A \ 
, : 3 * © — . ** bn Xx FE TS SOOT Wet Ss ccc 
2 C * . , 5 5 NS Th ds x Bohr BET es 


vw * 
N 
* 2 
25 
N 
n 
E. 
ab 
Fa” 
* <7 
1 
3 
if v4 
1 
5 
* 
<>? 
OE 
*. 
ISL 
EX 
ns 
! 
9 
. 
Io 
— 
F7 
3 
* 
rd 
* 
Ps 
vr 
" 
8 
o * 1 
* 
5 * 
* 
DO 
— ” 
* 
2 
AY 
87 
0 
TAS. 
* 
© 
OY 
1 
F. 
= 
"- 
35 
3 
7 
op 
Ka. 
4) 
#8 
9. 
EY 
5 
ES 
+ 
« 
1 


PEOPLE carte QUAKERS, 
Joſeph Ollive, David Barclay, 
Jacob Hagen, Simeon Warner, 
John Hayward, Thomas By am. 
A ſuitable number of the apologies, in differ- 


Werf, and duly received by him, he took a 
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ent languages, being ſent over to Jan Vander 


journey to Aix-la-Chapelle to execute his com- 


had, having waited upon the ſeveral ambaſſa- 
dors and preſented them with apologies as di- 


miſſion, and by the account received from him, 
he was pretty well ſatisfied with the ſucceſs he 


rected, from moſt of whom he met with a friend- 
ly and courteous reception, and the letter and 


the French ambaſſadors, who being informed 


_ apologies were gratefully accepted, except by 


that they were upon religious affairs, ſignified 


they had no occaſion for 9 and refuſed ac- 


cepting them. 
Benjamin Kidd, who was Wire at or near Set- 


tle in Yorkſhire, of parents in profeſſion with the 
people called Quakers, was educated in that“ 


17 ” . 
Account of 
1 


9 and proved a very acceptable and 


erviceable member and miniſter of the ſociety, 


and although his place in the eſtimation of his 


friends and others, might ſeem to require a more 


particular account of the tranſactions of his. life 


and of his ſervices, yet for want of other authen- 
tic materials, I mult confine mal to the teſti- 


mony, given of him by his Friends. 


While he was very young he was, | Band 


with the lively and powerful influences of divine 
grace, inclining him to religious thoughtfulneſs; 


and being faithful to the diſcoveries thereof, he 


was in or about the 21ſt year of his age, called 


to the work of the miniſtry; wherein through the 


ope ration | 
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CHAP. operation of the the ſame divine principle, he 


Vi, 


2 751. 


in the church. 
pline of the ſociety manifeſting peculiar abilities, 
and exerting them for the good of the body in 
great wiſdom, being deep 
ence, found in judgment, diſcreet and able in 
counſel, and zealous for the promotion of truth 


5 and righteouſneſs in the earth. 
of his miniftry 


grew in his gift, and ſoon became remarkable for 
the excellency thereof, even while he appeared 


young in years; and thro? the advancing ſtages of 


his life, faithful in the diſcharge of manifeſted 
duty, and humbly relying upon and fervently 
ſeeking divine aid and preſervation, he grew in 
grace, and I think it may be ſaid, in favour with 


God and man. 


He is deſcribed by wi contemporary iow 


members, 7 77 0 of the benefit of his labours, 
and witneſſes of his virtue, as a man endued by 


the ſupreme diſpenſer of all good, with eminent 
qualifications for fingular uſefulneſs and ſervice 
In the conducting of the diſci- 


In the exerciſe 
well qualified to divide the word 


of truth, and to unfold the myſteries of the goſ- 


pel, to the informing and convincing many who | 


before were unacquainted therewith, and to the 


comfort and encouragement of ſuch as were un- 
der affliction and diſtreſs of mind 1} in their 15 
5 ous progreſs. 8. 


He was a man of great ſincerity and i integrity; s 


in his common converſation becomingly cheer. 
ful, but weighty and inſtructive; in his life and 
conduct an example of thoſe virtues, which his 
doctrine recommended; peculiarly kind and 


fatherly towards his friends, he was greatly re- 


| ſpefted by them; compaſſionate to the poor and 
STS} * in his diſpoſition ; of good 
: underſtanding 


in religious experi- 
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underſtanding in the affairs of life, and freely c x a p. 
communicative; he was very ſerviceable and _Y 
reſpectable amongſt his neighbours ; and gene- 751. 


rally beloved by perſons of all ranks and deno- 


Being a man of univerſal benevolence, and 
zealous to do good to all, he did not confine his 


ſervice and pſefulneſs to the place of his reſi. 


dence and the neighbourhood thereof; but fol- 


Jowed the call of duty in paying religious viſits 


to ſundry parts of England, for the propagation 
of righteouſneſs and truth. And about the 3oth 
year of his age, he took a voyage to America 


on the like occaſion, where many were convinc- 
ed, and others confirmed through his powerful 


miniſtry, His ſervice there was very great, and 
to the edification, comfort and ſatis faction of 


friends, as appears by ſundry accounts from 
thence. e ee B04 mm B90 


He afterwards married and ſettled at Ban- 


| bury, in Oxfordſhire, and viſited the meetings 


of his friends in Ireland, and continued his 


viſits to various parts of England: the city of 
London in particular, frequently partook of the 


benefit of his pious and fervent labours in the 
miniſtry, to the great help and confolation of 
many; and in all his journies moving under 


the influence of divine power and authority, he 


was enabled to tura many from darkneſs to 
light, and from the paths of diſobedience to the 

A few months before his death he was great- 
ly afflicted with the ſtone; yet at times he went a 
little out; particularly he attended the quarter- 


ly meeting at Oxford, in the 10th month, 1750, 
through great affliftion of body. About a 


month 
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CHAP. month 3 his deceaſe, he attended the meet- 
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ing at Banbury, at the burial of a young man of 


bis acquaintance. In the courſe of the meet- 


ing he was raiſed, beyond all expectation to 
preach the goſpel powerfully for about an hour, 
to the tendering the hearts of almoſt all preſent ; 


many of hisneighbours being there, confeſſed with 
_ admiration, to the power by which be was rail- 


ed that day; remarking, that he had been a 


good man all his time, and that the Almighty 
| had. crowned him in the concluſion. After 
this he was moſtly confined within doors, and 


continued in great ſubmiſſion to the divine will, 


without murmuring or repining. 


A friend from London viſiting bim, found 


him under great bodily affliction, but. freely re- 


ſigned to the divine will; expreſſing his firm 


hope in that power which had all along ſup- ©” 
ported him, and that though the greatelt 
kindnels to, him was to ſolicit a releaſe from bis 


pains, yet he deſired to be content and wait the 


Lord's time; and when the ſaid friend took his 
leave of him, he expreſſed himſelf to him in an 


affectionate manner to his great comfort and en- 


_ couragement; 


At another time, aeg delivered 3 el. 


lent exhortations to thoſe preſent with him, he 
added for their encouragement to perſevere i in 
their chriſtian progreſs, I am under no fear, 
« nor doubtful apprebenſions; for I know that : 
„ for me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.” 
When he was ſeized with the hic-cough, he 
ee ed full of j Joy, laying, This is a welcome 
« meſſenger, it is one ſtep nearer; his wife 


een by, aſking why, he aplwerod, „It will 
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te be a glorious change, I am not afraid to die, c h Ap. 
„ and to put on immortality ; that will be de- II. 
*2** firable, yet I leave it, though of choice I had 1751, 
. rather be diſſolved; but the Lord's time will 
be the beſt time.” 1 


He died the 21ſt of 3d month, 1751, aged 


about 59 years, a miniſter 38 years. 


the old, which had hitherto been uſed 


AY 
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Ch 
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In 1751, an ad of parliament was paſſed in Alteration 
England, for adopting the new ſtyle inſtead of — 
in tde 


Britiſh dominions. The latter has been termed 


the Julian, from Julius Cæſar, who to reduce the 
civil year nearly to an equality with the tropt- 
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cal, conſidered the year to conſiſt of 365 days, 
and fix hours, and therefore ordered that to 
every fourth year one day ſhould be add- 
ed, and ſo make it conſiſt of 366 days 

by adding one day to the month called Febru- 


ary. But the true length of the year is comput- 


ed to be 365 days 5 hours, 49 minutes nearly, 


i. e. 11 Minutes yearly, leſs than the julian 


computation, which in 131 years, makes tbe 


difference of one whole day. In 1572, pope 


Gregory XIII. reformed the Julian calendar by 


putting the year ten days forward, and this 


reformed calendar was thenceforward uſed by 


all thoſe ſtates, which owned the pope's ſupre- 


8 macy, and termed the new ſtyle; while moſt of 
the proteſtant ſtates continued the uſe of the for- 
mer form of date, frequently for diſtinction add- 


ing O. S. ſignifying old ſtyle, and for the ſame 


reaſon ſuch as uſed the Gregorian form would - 
annex N. S. to the date. From 1572 to 1752, 
one day more had been anticipated, from which 


1 reaſon it was enacted that eleven days ſhould be 
— taken out of the calendar, and the day after the 


2d of September, be called the 14th. £ 
Yor bY. -: B b In 
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CHAP In conformity to this alteration the meeting 


"WH: for ſufferings in London drew up, and circulat- 
1751 ed to friends the tollowing directions and advice, 


An Epiſtle to the Quarterly and Monthly Meet. 20 
ings of Friends, in Great Britain, Ireland and 
America. 


© Dear Friends, 


© Purſuant to the directions of the laſt year- 
ly meeting, and the report of a committee, ap- 
pointed by the ſaid meeting to conſider what 
* information or advice might be neceſſary to 
© be given to friends, in relation to an act ade 
the laſt ſeſhon of parliament, for regulating the = 
© commencement of the year, and correcting the WR rue 
calendar now in uſe, this meeting hath thought e 
* convenient to communicate unto you the fol- | 
lowing advices, viz. =—_ 
5 1. BY the ſaid act it is ordered and enaQ- 9 
ed, that, The ſupputation, according to 
„ which the year of our Lord beginneth on 
« the 25th day of March, ſhall not be made 
uſe of from and afier the laſt day of Decem- | 
cc ber, 1751, and that the firſt day of January | 
* next following the ſaid laſt day — December, 
„ ſhall be reckoned, taken, deemed and ac- 
« counted to be, the firſt day of the year of our 
« Lord, 1752, and ſo on from time to time, the 
e firſt day of January in every year which ſhall E-| 
e happen in time to come, ſhall be reckoned, | 
taken, deemed and accounted to be the firſt 
day of the year, and that each new year, ſhall 
« accordingly commence and begin to be rec- 
| c koned, „ 7 


K 


* 
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8g * koned, from the firſt day of every ſuch month © 3 op 
4 3 & of January.” 3 
2. The opinion of the ſaid committee, 1751. 
= EL agreed to by the yearly mecting, was, That 
- XX < in all the records and writings of friends, from 
d XZ <« and after the laſt day of the 1oth mouth, cal- 
* * led December, next, the computation of time, 
= < eſtabliſhed by the ſaid act, ſhould be obſerved; | 
and that accordingly the firſt day of the 1 th | 
= © month, commonly called January, next, ſhall 
.be elonett and deemed, by friends, the firſt 
= day of the firſt month of the year 17 52, and 5 


ER BEE: DEATH 
os NE . 


Eleventh | January | IF 25 2 
ee [February] Pee 
. Fir/t March ird | 
e — ered PE Fourth Month of 
wo ed Third May ſhall be rec Fifth g 
The Fourth Mount June | koned, and |S7xth 

—=— |7/h A called Fuly © 1 ſtiled the Seventh 
. = |S:xth ae - Sg ath 

—— [Seventh | September] Ninth | 
all October e e Z 
N- 8 = - Ninth | November} | [Eleventh] 1 
Tenn, | IDecember | ITawelfth | | 4 


© 3. And whereas for the more regular com- 
putation of time, the ſame act of parliament 
n < doth direct, that, The natural day next im- 
7 < mediately following the ſecond day of Sep- 
r, © tember, in the year 1752, ſhall be called, 
e- reckoned and accounted to be the fourteenth 
day of September, omitting for that time 
* only, the eleven intermediate days of the 
common calendar.” The opinion of the faid 
committee, approved by the yearly meeting, 
* was, that friends ſhould be found in the ob- 
* ſervance of this direction, and omit the ſaid 
| elev en nominal days accordingly. 
Sd-2- -- And 
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And we think it may be uſeful and expedi. 


ent, on the preſent occaſion, to revive in your 


8 — 
1751. 


7 legal or typical rites, external ceremonies, o 


A 


c remembrance ſome of the motives which 1n. 
© duced our ancient friends, to forbear the vul- 
gar appellations of the months and days, and 


to obſerve in their converſations and writings, 


* ſuch names as were agreeable to ſcripture, 
* and the practice of good men therein re. 


- + . 
© The children of. I rael, the people whom E 1 


8 God choſe out of all the families of the earth, 
* known unto, were ſtrictly commanded, not 


the nations, in the midſt of whom they dwelt, 
but were enjoined to be circumſpedt in all thing; 


© that the Lord commanded, and even to make 


no mention of the names of other gods, neither to 
* let if be heard out of their mouths, Exod. xxiii, 
This injunction was not relative to any 


inſtitutions of the law peculiar to the Jewiſh 
nation, but was a perpetual command and 
« ſtanding ordinance, reſpecting the honour of 
* the one Almighty Being, the ſame yeſterday, 
« to-day, and for ever, and as ſuch, ought to 
be regarded by us, and by all the generations 
of thoſe, who with the heart believe, as well 
as with the tongue confeſs, that the Lord he is 


A 


A 


NA 


A 


Deut. iv. 35. who hath declared, I am: lle 
Lord, that is my name, and my glory will I not 
give to another, neither my praiſe to graven 
images, Iſaiah xlii. 8. 

«* Convinced of this great and everlaſting 
truth, both by the OY of the holy ſcrip- 


ture 


* * 


Ca) 


hn 


God, and that there is none elſe beſides him, 


© to place his name among, and to make himſell | - | 


3 8 
, 3% et 


only to abſtain from the idolatrous practices of | 1 


ſignify 
Ky 
= thehe 
the he 
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= ture, and the manifeſtation of that divine © . H p. 

E | principle, which leads thoſe who are faithful —— 

co its teachings, from all that would diſhonour 1751. 

the name of God, either in word or deed ; our 

"XX © ancient friends were conſcientiouſly te ae 

88, bed to refrain from the uſe of thoſe names of 
months and days, which had been aſcribed 

by way of honour to the idols of the heathen, 

and in conformity to their falſe worſhips : this 

concern reſted upon them from a firm perſua- 

XX © tion, that the glorious goſpel day and time 

was come, wherein the Lord was fulfilling his 

Covenant with Iſrael, viz. I will take away the 

= © names of * Baalim out of his mouth, and they ſhall 

11 more be remembered by their name, Fioſea 

—_ - "And that you may the more clearly diſcern 

*X < the importance of that chriſtian teſtimony, 

"XX © borne by our predeceſſors in this caſe, we re- 

XX © commend what follows to your f ſerious conſi- 

XX < deration, viz. . 


KK A brief Account of the Origon of the Names 

= * of ſome Months of the Year, and of all the 

Days of the week, now cuſtomarily and 
M commonly uled. 


| 28 <1. January v was ſo called from Janus, an an- 
cient king of Italy, whom heatheniſh ſuperſti- 
tion had deified, to whom a temple was built, 

= © and this month dedicated. 
II. February was fo called from Februa, a 
word denoting purgation by ſacrifices; it be- 
ing 


_ * This word Baalim, being the plural number of Baal, 
ſignifyiag Lord, has relation to the names of divers idols of 
= the heathen. worliipped | in ſeveral places, 
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* this month they paid their devotions. 


© one of the ſuppo 


HISTORY or rur A 
ing uſual in this month, for the prieſts of the 7 
c heathen god Pan, to offer ſacrifices and per. 
form certain rites, conducing, ; as was ſuppoſed, 
* to the cleanſing or purgation of the people. 

III. March was ſo denominated from Mars, 
© feigned to be the god of war, whom Romulus _ 
* founder of the Roman empire, pretended to 1 
be his father. 1 

IV. April is generally ſuppoſed to derive 
its name from the Greek appellation of Venus, 
* an imaginary goddels worſhipped by the 0 
Romans. 1 

« V. May is ſaid to have been ſo called from „ 
Maia, the mother of Mercury, auother of 
their pretended Ethnick deities, to whom in 

Vl. June is ſaid to take its name from Juno, 

ſed goddeſſes of the heathen, 

VII. July fo called from Julius Cæſar, one 
of the Roman emperors, who gave his own = 


© name to this month, which before was called — 


o 


uintilis, or the fith. 
. Auguſt ſo named in 8 of Augul- 


© tus Cæſar, another of the Roman emperors. RR 


1 ber, October, November and December, till 


well as from the practice of the Jews before the 


« cording to the late regulation of the calendar, 


This anch was before called Sextilis or the 1 1 
Sixth. | d 
5 The other four months, namely, Septem 


< retain their numerical latin names, which, ac- 


* willfor the future be improperly applied. How- 
© ever from the continued ule of them hitherto, as 


5 Babyloniſh captivity, | it ſeemeth highly pro- 
c able, 


_ + Macrob. Saturn, lib. I. cap. _ 
See the ſcriptures to the time of Ezra. 
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S HAT. The continued uſe of theſe names of days, 
3 derived from ſuch groſs idolatry of the hea- 
"1751, then, is a demonſtration, how little the purity 
7" «© of the chriſtian religion was underſtood by 
© the generality of thole who came into the pub- 
lic profeſſion of it. 
The following ages of Popiſh ſuperſlition, 
not only indulged their proſelytes in the uſe of 
ſuch heathemiſh names and cuſtoms, but allo RR 
invented and introduced other unſound and 
unſcriptural practices in religion. For when 
the profeſſion of the chriſtian religion became | 
national, multitudes of the heathen prieſts, 
whole intereſt lay in the performance of rites, 
ceremonies and ſacrifices, embraced prevail- 
ing chriſtianity with ſelhſh views, and labour- 
ed early, with too much ſucceſs, to find em- 
ployment for themſelves, by impoſing on the 
people a new ſet of 'ceremonies and ſacrifices, 
bearing ſome reſemblance to thoſe which in 
their former ſtate of heatheniſm they had been 
accuſtomed to. Fromthis corrupt ſource ſprang PR __ 
the Popiſh ſacrifice of the maſs, the cel. B 
bration of which, at particular times, and on e 
particular occaſions, gave riſe to the vulgar FX _ a 
© names of Michaelmas, Martinmas, Chriſtmas, | _ a 
© and the like. == fe 
Seeing therefore that theſe appellations and FR ©! 
names of days, months and times, are of an N 
idolatrous or ſuperſtitious original, contrary to = 
[4 
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0 


the divine command, the practice of good and 1 

holy men in former ages, and repugnant to tbe 0 

< chnſtian teſtimony borne by our faithful = v 

| « friends and predeceſſors in the truth, for the | . © 
* ſake of which they patiently endured many [ 2 

6 revilings: let neither the reproach of fingula- 

u rity, 3 


AS 


3 Ld Run -- 0 — — 
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: would: evade the croſs of Chriſt, turn you 


* diſcourage you from keeping to the language 
of truth, in denominating the months and 
days according to the plam and ſcriptural 
way of expreſſion; and ſo ſhall we follow the 


© example of our worthy elders, and come up in 


a noble and honourable teſtimony againſt 
| theſe, and all other remains of idolatry and 
ſuperſtition.” VVV 
From the meeting for ſufferings in London, 


the 6th day of the 7th month, 1751. 


It is to be eſpecially noted, that the dates 
| hitherto uſed have been conformed to the old 
ſtyle, and ſometimes ſo diſtinguiſhed ; and here- 
after the months are numbered according to 
the new ſtyle, as regulated in the foregoing di- 
rections. ENS: Vf. 
This year John Richardſon, formerly of 1763. 

Bridlington, and afterwards of Hutton in the Account of 
county of York, a miniſter of deep experience 


and primitive ſimplicity and ſelf demal, died in 


an advanced age, very much devoted to the 


ſervice of God, and promotion of pure religi- 


on. He was the ſon of William Richardſon, of 
North Cave in the ſame county, who was early 
convinced by the miniſtry of William Dewſbury, 
and joined himſelf in ſociety with the people 


called Quakers, amongſt whom he was a ſer- 


viceable member and miniſter; but John was 
early deprived of the religious care, overſight 


and inſtruction of his well concerned father, who 


rity nor the ſpecious reaſonings of ſuch as c 


John Rich- 
ardſon, 
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C H A p. was removed out of this life, when this ſon was 


about 13 years of age. 

Peculiarly ſevere were the trials of this 
friend, both inward and outward. From the 
time of his father's death much bodily hardſhip, 
circumſtances ſingularly diſtreſſing from various 
outward occurrences fell to his lot, beſides a 
ſucceſſion of internal conflicts and deep exerciſe 
of mind in his religious reſearches. For in this 
early part of his youth, he felt the convictions 
of divine grace diſquieting his mind, when he 
Was tempted to commit evil in any degree, in 
word or in deed. Yet reluctant (as is the 
nature of man) to take up the croſs to his cor- 
rupt will and propenſities, he ſtrove to attain 
eaſe and peace, by filencing theſe diſquieting 
convictions, and indulging his natural inclinati- 
ons, which were not to grols evils, but to youth- 
ful liberties _ 

And notwithſtanding he e his early 
education in the ſociety of the people cal- 
led Quakers, yet aſter the deceaſe of bis father, 
his ſurviving parent, though well eſteemed in 
ber neighbourhood, for induſtry and honeſty, 

ſeemetli to have been not over ſolicitous about 
the religious inſtitution of her offspring, leaving 
them in this reſpect pretty much to their own 
direction, ſo that her ſon John was at liberty to 
uſe his own diſcretion to aſſociate with any re- 
ligious ſociety ; and he appears to have uſed the 

liberty granted him, reſorting ſometime to one, 
and ſometime to another. as his inchnation led 

him, till about the ſixteenth year of his age. 

Let even in this unſettled ſtate as to religious 
profeſſion, he was favoured with religious defires, 
which engaged him to o converſe with . 
0 
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much ſearching and enquiring of thoſe (as he 


expreſſeth it) who were but in the letter, and in 


the outward. court, where the veil is over the 
underſtanding, he found his ſearch ineffectual ; 


and therefore inſtead of going from one ſet of 
profeſſors to another for information, he declin- 


ed to join any viſible ſociety, and betook him- 
ſelf to a retired life, ſeeking ſolitary and private 


places to pour out his ſupplications to the Al- 
mighty, that he would bring him to the ſaving 
knowledge of his truth. This petition he 
thought was graciouſly anſwered, being favoured 
with the illumination of the true light, diſcover- 
ing the wants of his ſoul in its unregenerated eſ- 
tate; and the neceſſity of being born again, to 
be prepared for an entrance into the kingdom of 


heaven. Through many painful conflicts under 


the croſs, crucifying him to the will of the fleſh, 
and the ſpirit of the world, and great diſtreſs 


and tribulation of mind, under the miniſtration 


of condemnation, he gradually experienced the 
waſhing of regeneration, aud the renewings of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to effect that change, whereby 


the condemnation was removed, and juſtifi- 


cation in righteouſneſs meaſurably attained. 


In his time of unfixedneſs in religious pro- 


feſſion and of ſeeking peace, if poſſible, without 
taking up the croſs to his own corrupt will and 
inclinations; to that of the people called 
Quakers, their name of contempt, their ſtrict 


way of life and demeanour, plainneſs of habit and 
language (none of which he faith he learned 
ot them) he had a particular averſion, but when 


his 
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of different denominations, enquiring of them c HAT. 
for information, if they could direct him where- 
in he might find a ſafe reſt to his ſoul; but after 


VIII. 
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reſtricted to the like ſelf. denying practice, which 
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his eyes were illuminated to ſee the teacher, 
that was not removed 1nto a corner, and learn 
of him, who 1s meek and lowly, taking his yoke 
upon him, he found himſelf circumſcribed and 


had been the object of his averſion, and that 
not by imitation but conviction, in like manner 


beginning had been reſtrited. Being thus by 


as the faithful members of this ſociety from their 


the ſame internal monitor brought into the ſame 


faith and practice, he reclaimed his birth-right 


in this ſociety, and attended their meetings as 


diligently as his circumſtances would well admit, 
about the 16th year of his age; and about the 
18th, he appeared in the miniſtry and in pro- 
ceſs of time became an excellent miniſter, not 


of the letter only that killeth, but of the ſpirit 


that giveth life. e 5 
Now when he had attained to ſome ſtability 


in religion, and peace of mind ſucceeded the in- 


| hitherto paſſed, his faith and patience were put 
to cloſe and ſevere trials from various outward . 


ward conflicts and trouble through which he had 


contingencies, of a nature particularly diſtreſſing. 


His father left a widow with five children, and 
but little ſubſtance beſide his farm to ſubſiſt upon. 


ſoon after, whereby he found himſelf under a 


care, through the divine blefling, the family 


John was the eldeſt, but one ſiſter, who died 


neceſſity to apply to hard labour for his own 
ſupport, the help of his mother, and education 
of his younger brothers. By his labour and 


were decently ſupported, and were proſpering 
1n their circumſtances, when an oęcurrence hap- 


pened, which was attended with grievous conſe- 
quences to this young man. His mother was 


- 5 ſolicited 


% 
5 


intermediate time to experience. 
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folicited to a ſecond marriage by a perſon rigid- c x a r. 
ly zealous for Preſbyteriamſm. John, appre- VIII. 
hending he foreſaw unhappy conſequences from 17953. 


the unequal match, took the liberty to remon- 


ſtrate againſt it, and told his mother that he fear- 
ed, © ſhe had too much an eye to the may's cir- 


« cumſtances (for he was reputed to be rich) 
© but if ſhe thought to improve her children's 


_ © portions by a connection with him, ſhe would 
meet with a diſappointment of her hope; and 


not only fo, but a blaſting and nuldew would 
* come upon their own ſubſtance, the fruit of 
much labour and care, and which he believed 
* would be bleſſed to them, if they kept faithful 
© to the truth, and would content themſelves 


with their preſent condition.” His mother, al- 


though ſhe ſeemed affected with his diſcourſe, 
and gave ſome expectation that ſhe would not 


marry any perſon with whom he was diſſatis- 
fied; was notwithſlanding prevailed upon to 


join herſelf in the marriage againſt which he 
had remonſtrated, which turned out much as he 
had foreſeen... _. „ 1 

For with her the family being young, remov- 


cd to the ſtep-father's houſe, and their ſubſtance 
was intermixed with his; his mother dying 
before her huſband, and he afterwards marrying 


again, by his laſt will left John Richardſon five 
ſhillings, and ſome fmall token to his only fur- 
viving brother, in bar of any demand for their 
ſhare of their parent's ſubſtance, yet this was at 
the time a light affliction to what he had in the 
He had not been long in his ftep-father's 
houſe till he found his ſituation very uneaſy. 
His father-in-law treated him with ſymptoms of 
: great 
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c H A P. great diſpleaſure, harſnneſs and ſeverity, on ac- 


VIII. 


1753. 


count of his going to meeting. John who ſeems 
to have been kept by him more in the ſtation of 
a ſervant than a ſon, endeavoured to appeaſe his 
diſpleaſure by unremitted diligence in his buſi- 
neſs, working very hard, beyond his ability, 


even to that degree, that it ſeemed wonder- 


ful how his young weak body ſuſtained the 
hardſhips which he at this time endured. But 
his molt earneſt endeavours to gain his father's 


countenance proved ineffectual; for his faithful- 


neſs and diligence in his buſineſs availed little. 
His father ſeemed callous to all reconciliation, 
while he continued to frequent the meetings of 


the people called Quakers, and declined the ac- 


companying him to thoſe of the Preſpyterians. 


To render his attendance of the former as un- 


eaſy and diſtreſſing as poſſible, his father would 
fend him on firſt day mornings, ſome miles into 
the fields and over the common to look after his 


| cattle, horſes and ſheep, both to fatigue him and 


ſtraiten him for time to reach the meetings of 
his friends, to which he had two, three, four, 
fometimes fix miles to ago, moſtly on foot, and 
often ſo limited in time, that he was obliged to 
walk very faſt, and frequently to run, to reach 


the meeting timely; which ſeverity he bore 


with remarkable patience. His mother was af- 
tected with great anxiety and grief, under the 


mortifying reflection upon the hard circum- 
ftances, in which ſhe had been inſtrumental to 
Involve a dutiful fon, who, ſhe acknowledged, 


had never diſobliged her, but had obeyed all 


her lawful directions and defires with alacrity ; 


and that in. contradiction to the gentle caution, 


wherein he had previouſly communicated his 


opinion 
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opinion of the conſequences of her marriage. c nav. 


Several friends alſo could hardly forbear ſhed- 


ding tears, when they ſaw him come into the 
meeting in a violent heat and perſpiration, ſym- 


pathizing with him in the hard taſk he had to 


undergo. On his return from meetings he was 
generally received by his father with a counte- 


nance of diſpleaſure and harſh rebuke as for de- 
lay, although he returned as ſeaſonably as his 
ſtrength and the diſtance of place would admit. 

At ſome times his father, on the other hand, 
would treat him with apparent kindneſs, to in- 
duce him togo with him to the place of worſhip 


he frequented, offering him in that caſe a horſe 
to ride. Again he took him in his arms, and 
fawningly told him to this effect, that, if John 
© would behave as a ſon to him, he ſhould find 
ga father in him,” hinting that he had no near 
kindred. As John was conſcious that he had 
| behaved to him as a ſon in doing every thing 


in the way of buſineſs that he required of 
him, and by his diligence had frequently anti- 


cipated his commands, he was at no loſs to in- 
terpret his father's meaning in this propoſal, 
and therefore replied, If in thus making 


me thy ſon, thou intends to hinder me from 
going to meetings, or to oblige me to go to 


© the Preſbyterians meetings, or any thing that 


is againſt my conſcience, I cannot on this con- 


dition be thy ſon.” And for the ſame reaſon 


he refuſed to become his hired ſervant, which 


he offered to make him and give him wages. 


When his father found that neither his 


frowns, his impoſition of hardſhips, his men- 
aces, nor his promiſes of kindneſs could ſhake 
his ſtep-ſon's ſteadfaſtneſs in his religious prin- 


ciples, 
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to eraſe all tenderneſs and humanity, that in 
much wrath he abruptly told him that, he 
* ſhould ſtay no longer in his houſe.” John 
pleaded againſt this hard ſentence *© his conſtant 
endeavour to ſerve him faithfully tothe beſt of his 
power by night or by day, and his purpoſe to 
do ſo ſtill, as far as he could without hurting 
his conſcience or wounding the peace of his 
mind, which he valued above all the mutable 
* things of this world. But his father was too 


much determined, to be moved by any conſi- 
John even ſolicited his 


derations of this kind. 
father to permit him to ſtay till he might hear 
of a place of ſervice (though ſo weakened and 


_ emaciated by hard labour that he hardly ſeemed 
fit for one;) but the obdurate man would not 
comply with this laſt reaſonable requeſt. His 
mother was an afflicted witneſs of her ſon's ſolt- 

_ citations, and her huſband's obſtinacy, which 
ſo overwhelmed her in ſorrow, that John found 
it requiſite to leave his father, in order to endea- 


vour to alleviate his mother's grief, telling her, 
© 'That if he was but faithful, he truſted in the 


Lord that he would take care of him that he 
ſhould not want.“ Withal reminding her, that 
aas ſhe had entered into marriage covenants with 
her buſband, ſhe ſhould endeavour to perform 
them, and to make her life as eaſy as ſhe could, 


6 


A 


and never to ſend him any thing, which her 


A 


huſband knew not of, for he was not free to 


receive it,” although all their ſubſtance was 


ſunk in his hands. 


Thus determined his father turned him out, 


weak in body, dejected in mind, with very lit- 


tle money in his pocket, and very ordinary 
clothes 
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clothes upon his back. Upon his taking leavec HA p. 
of the family many tears were ſhed, eſpecially: _ 
by his mother. The father ſtood as one amaz- 1753« 
ed to ſee the marks of ſo general affection ma- 
uifeſted toward him, and ſo general a ſorrow at 
his departure. Yet as deſtitute of common yul- 
tice as of every tender feeling, he heſitated not 
to turn him out into the wide world, to make 
his way through life, ſtripped of every accommo- 
dation, and in as deſtitute a condition as almoſt 
any one could be, notwithſtanding this father 
was reckoned rich, and certainly owed him 
ſome recompenſe for his ſervice, and for his 
ſhare of his own father's property, which: ap- 
pears to have been conſiderably improved by 
his care and labour, and of which this father 
” had poſſeſſed himſelf. 

lle went out on the common, where bs has 

taken many ſolitary walks before, yet none fo 

{ſeverely trying as this, becauſe he knew not 

w hither to go, nor where to lay his head, not but 
many of his friends would have given him a kind 
reception, but he was unwilling to be burden- 

ſome to any, unleſs he knew they bad bu- 

ſineſs to employ him in, and looking to one 

ſide and another, he thought it appeared, as if 

Lis way was hedged in on every fide, and that 

ſcarce any man on earth was in ſo deſolate a 
condition. Under great diſtreſs and dejection 

of ſpirit, he gave vent to the anguiſh of his 

heart in cries and tears and ſfupplications to the 
Judge of all the earth, who, be thought, heard 

| and anſwered his cries with this intelligence, 
Hiſt ſeek the kingdom of heaven and the righteouſ-. 
dies thereof, and all theſe things that thou flandeſt 
iin need of ſhall be given unto thee, He believed 

E: } Vor. IV. is. © and 
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c H AP. and therefore found his mind reduced into quie. 


, tude and ſaw then the place to refort to and 


1753. abide for a ſeaſon, viz. to the houſe of William 


Allen in South Cliff, to whom he bound him- 


ſelf to learn his trade, which was | that of a 


weaver. 
a, v he imighi ſeem here in a very low 
ſphere of life, yet he found himſelf ſettled to his 


full content and his fituation changed for the 
Beloved by his maſter, and loving him 
ſincerely, they lived together in great harmony. 
When his maſter underſtood, he had any con. 
cern or defire to viſit any meetings, he would 


better. 


not ſuffer his buſineſs to be any impediment, 


but would defire him to take his mare and go, 
without any uneaſineſs either about the mare or 


buſineſs. Here he ſpent ſome time in ſhort ex- 


curſions to viſit his friends in their meetings, as he 
apprehended the call of duty thereto, and in 2 
diligent and cloſe attention to his outward en. 
ployment at home; both out of conſcientious __ 
regard to his duty, not as an eye ſervant but in 
and allo 
out of gratitude to fo kind a maſter, he thought 


ſingleneſs of heart, as toward God; 


himſelf obliged to exert himſelf to the utmoſt, 


to mate him a ys, arora as far as in his 


Wer. 


It may cali to ſoine readers appear beſide | 
the point, to deſcend to ſuch particulars in 


the early ſtages of this friend's life, but it ſeems 


directly coincident with my deſign, which the 


reader hath been apprized 1s to exemplify the 
excellent effects produced 1 in the hearts and ac- 
tions of men, 


a ſteady adherence to that in- 
ward principle of : and grace, which the 


people 
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people called Quakers moſt ſurely believe in, c HA r. 
and bore teſtimony to. 
- His firſt journey of conſequence was into 75 3. 
Lincolnſhire, Nottinghamſhire and Warwick- 
ſmhire; and he was careful to return home as 
ſoon a8 by a diligent diſcharge of his duty and 
ſervice, he could with eaſe and peace of mind, 
to apply himſelf with induſtry to his outward 
Occupation, for his ſupport, and procuring a lit- 
= tle ſurplus to ſupply his neceſſary expenſes in 
his future travels: and thus from the 20th to 
the 28th year of his age, he divided his time 
between an induſtrious application to his ſecular 
employment, 10 provide things honeſt in the 
ſight of all men, and the diſcharge of his duty 
in fulfilling his miniſtry, for the edification of 
his friends and others; during which time, he 
travelled through molt parts of England four 
times, and twice through moſt parts of Wales. 


About this time he entered into a married 
ſtate, and ſettled in Bridlington, where he was 


made inſtrumental to the help and ſtrengthening 
of many in their religious progreſs, eſpecially 


amongſt the youth, ſeveral of whom were called 


- to the work of the miniſtry and grew therein, io 


be ſerviceable men in their time. He was 
likewiſe very helpful in the promoting a ſet- 


llement of a ſalutary diſcipline, in che monthly 


meeting, where it had not been ſo zealoully lup- 


ported, as in ſome other places. 


In about five years after his marriage, his 
wife was taken from him, and he was lefi a wi- 


dower with three ſmall children, and at the 


lame time having had many years a proſpect of 
duty to viſit his friends in the American colo- 
mes, and the appointed time appearing to draw 

Cce2 near, 
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CH A p. near, he laboured under much difcouragement 
Yu in confideration of his circumſtances in the 
1753 world, which were far from opulent“, and the 


charge of his helplefs children; but providence 


ſo ordered it, that his youngeſt child was remov- 
cd by death in lefs than a year, and his two 


other children were placed to his own fatisfac- 
tion and that of his friends. Whereby 
ſeeing his little family and his affairs reputably 
fettled, that the truth which he profeſſed, and 
for the promotion whereof he thought it 
his duty to leave all his near connections 
and his native country, might receive no diſ- 
honour by any contingency in his private af 
e eee eee een e fairs 
Upon mentioning his outward circumſtances, as being 
poſſeſſed of little ſubſtance, he explains his meaning by ſome 


reflect ions, expreſſive of that honeſt ſimplicity and integrity, 


conſpicuous in the primitive profeſſors of the principle of a 


_ divine light, in the following terms, I would not have any 
to miſunderſtand me, for as to my outward circumſtances, 
Ileſt no debt, neither was Lin a way of going backward 


in the world; for ever after | received the knowledge of 
* the truth, I could not ſee what pretence I could have to 
religion, if any ſhould loſe by me: I have oſten ſaid, and 
been hearty in my intentions, That ratber than truth 


* ſhould ſuffer on that fcore, I would live upon bread 


and water, and wear very mean clothes, and work very 
Hard, if I awere able, and upon any mean, if but lawful cal- 


ing. It hath been matter of wonder to me, how any 
that appear to carry any pretenſions to religion, dare run 
* ſuch great ventures, ſometimes beyond their own bottoms 
« or abilities; which to me hath always appeared an un- 
« warrantable riſque; and, as I apprehend, pride and often- 
tar ion is much the occaſion of it, which are much againſt 


© truth, and men are no better for their greatneſs, for the 
£ | 


more plain and the more humble we are, the more we re- 
ſemble humble Jeſus, and the religion, which he laboured 
* 10. Inculcate, If any are lifted up, or aſpire above theit 
place, let them conſider well the foregoing paragraph,” 
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home, not without the natural emotions of ſor- 


to London, whence he propoſed to embark in the 
Sth month, 1700, and ſailing from thence in 
company with Thomas Thompſon, Joſiah Lang- 


dale and John Eſtaugh, the 17th of the follow- 


ing month, after a tedious paſlage of fixteen 


weeks arrived in the river Patuxent in Mary- 


land. . 255 

He ſpent about two years and a bel in this 
journey, in which time he viſited the colonies 
generally where friends were ſettled, viz. Virgi- 
nia, Maryland, Penſylvama, &c. to New Eng- 


land, and ſundry parts twice over; after which 


he viſited the iſlands of Bermudas and Barba- 


: does; from the latter he took ſhipping for Briſ- 
= tol, where he arrived in the 6th month called 


June, 1703. 


In this journey his miniſterial labours were 
=> eminently ſerviceable, acceptable and edifying, 
to the convincement of many, and confirmation 


of many more, particularly in the iſland of Nan- 


tucket, where, the whole meeting or greateſt 


part were wonderfully affected by the power 
attending his miniſtry-ſundry remarkable oc- 


currences he met with in the courſe of his tra- | 
vels, which are related at large in his journal, 
to which J refer the reader, as a work profitable 


from his wiſe and inſtructive reflections, and 
agreeable from the variety of incidents and his 


plain yet pleaſing manner of relating them. The 


narrative of his controverſy with George Keith, 


hath already filled ſome pages of this volume; 
and in the courſe of his travels he met with 


Other occaſions of debate, eſpecially 1 in New- 
8 
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fairs in his abſence, he took leave of his friends at c H a p. 
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HA r. England, from the oppoſition of ſome profeſſors 


of the religion of that country, to his doctrine, 
which he managed with fo much wiſdom, tem- 
per and modeſty, as carried with them evident 
conviction of the truths he defended. In pal- 
hng ſome of the great rivers and other waters 
in open boats, he and the company appeared 


oftener than once in great danger of loſing their 
lives, through accidents, the badneſs, inconve- 


nience or miſmanagement of the boats, in moſt 
of which perils, he ſeems, under providence, to 
have been principally mftrumental to the eſcape 
of himſelf and companions, by his exertions 
and preſence of mind.. An inſtance whereof, 


accompanied with ſenſible and edifying reflec- 


tions, I think not impertinent to introduce here 
from his journal, in hopes it may engage the 
attention of ſome readers to profit thereby. 
In our imminent danger (faith he) I looked over 
© my tender friends, and thought in my heart, 
Vat a pity it would be, if all theſe were drown- 


_ © ed! yet the thought of my own drowning never 
entered my mind, until I was got over the river, 
*-which was a mercy to me, and a great means 
to keep out the diſorder and confufion, which 


* commonly attend ſudden ſurprizes aud frights, 


© which allo make many faint hearted, and al. 


* moſt ſenſeleſs.” 
On this occaſion, as well as many others, 1 


reflected that it is an excellent thing to be, as 


* much as we can, always ready, and by fre- 
quent ruminating upon death, to live ſo as to 
be fit to die, that it may not caufe ſo much 


6 
* ſurprize and conſternation when it doth come: 
E 


this is a great point of true wiſdom, ſo to num- 


ber our days, as to conſider our latter end.” 
W hilt 
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| Whilſt he remained at home, he was exemplary c H A v. 


in the diligent attendance of the meeting to which 
he beloaged, as alſo the monthly and quarterly 
meetings; and viſited many meetings abroad. 
After living i in the ſtate of a widower near ſeven 
years, he married again; but in a few years, he 


was deprived of his ſecond wife. Both his 


wives were ſober, religious women, fit help-mates 
in the beſt ſenſe, ready to give him up, and to 
forward rather than obſtruct him in the faith- 
ful performance of every religious ſervice. 


During the time of his laſt marriage, he paid 


two religious viſits, one to the northern, and 


the other to the ſouthern counties of England. 


And afterwards repeated his viſits to the ſame 


parts: in the year 1717, he viſited the weſ- 
tern counties as far as Cornwall: Ireland in 
1722; and in the 3d month, 1731, he a ſecond 
time embarked for America, and viſited the 
meetings of his friends generally through the 


colonies on the Continent, which took him 


near two years to LOO, returning home 
the Iſt of 3d month, 1733. 


He lived to a good old age, and when he 
was confined by the infirmities attendant on 


this ſtage of life, and his natural faculties 
ſomewhat impaired, he appeared more hea ven- 
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ly-minded to the laſt, and finiſhed his courſe in ; 


this world, in a well grounded hope of the frui- 


tion of that happineſs, which is prepared in 
the next for thoſe who perſevere to the end 


in well-doing. He died the 2d of the 


4th month, 1753, in the 84th year of his 


age, and was buried i In friends burying ground, _ 


at Kirby-moorſide. 
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Samuel Bownas of Bridport, in Dorſetſhire, 
who was alſo avery ſerviceable and well- approved 
miniſter of this ſociety, died in the courſe of this 


Sonar of year, and upon the very ſame day with the afore- 


mentioned friend. He was born in Weſtmor- 


land, within the compaſs of great Strickland 


monthly meeting, about the year 1676. His 


father was taken away before he attained the 


capacity of knowing him, being only about a 


month old; but he was informed by thoſe who 
knew him, that he was an honeſt zealous friend, 
and a conſiderable ſufferer upon account of re- 
ligion, both in the loſs of his ſubſtance and li- 
berty, the meeting beiog kept in his houle, in 
lome of the hotteit time of e in the 


reign of king Charles II. 
His mother, who was a religious woman, was 
very careful to train him up in ſobriety, and 10 


adviſe him to the fear of the Lord in his youth, 
but being in low circumſtances, ſhe put him ap- 
prentice to a blackſmith, when he was but 


about 13 years of age. He was firſt put cut 
with his uncle, and afterwards to Samuel Par- 


rat of Brigflats, an honeſt well minded friend, 
who treated him with affectionate kindneſs; 
yet notwithſtanding his mother's tender care, 
and his maſter's example, he was as yet very 
indifferent about religion, and had very little 
ſenſe thereof. On firſt days he frequented 
meetings, but received little other benefit there. 
* chan being prevented from falling into hurt- 
ful company, which indeed is a very great ſer- 


vice to youth, In this time of inadvertency, he 


indulged himſelf in a latitude in converſation, 


for which he often met with remorſe and 1n- 
ward reproof; not that he was tainted with any 
| groſs 


7 
5 * 


veral who obſerved him were apprehenſive of 
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end the reputation of a witty, ſenſible young 
man; but the airineſs of his diſcourſe, in the 
hour of cool reflection was generally ſucceeded 
by a heavy heart under the conviction of divine 
„„ 55 


About the middle time of his apprenticeſhip, 


he met with au awakening reach. One firſt day 
morning a young woman preaching in their 
meeting, and Samuel fixing his eye upon her, 


ſhe ſeemed to point at him, and uttered the fol- 
lowing expreſhons with great energy, © A tra- 


„ ditional Quaker! thou comeſt to meeting as 


„ thou went from it the laſt time, and goeſt 


© from it, as thou cameſt to it; but art no bet- 
( ter for thy coming: what wilt thou do in the 
end?“ Theſe words were ſo exactly adapt- 
ed to his ſtate at that time, that he conceived 
them to have been ſpoken to himſelf and was, 


as it were, ſmitten to the ground; and in the 


awakened language of his ſoul, poured out this 
ſecret ejaculation “ Lord, what ſhall I do to 


« help it?” when he heard, as if a voice 


ſpoke in his heart, © Look unto me, and IJ will 


help thee,” which adminiſtred comfort to 
his foal. 5 | | 


Yet in his return home he was affected with 


anxiety and ſerious thoughtfulneſs to that degree 
that he could neither eat nor ſleep as uſual. 


The ſolidity of his conduct and the gravity of 


his countenance evidenced a great and ſudden 


change in his mind and manners, his mirth was 
turned into mourning under that godly ſorrow 
which produceth ſincere repentance, fo that ſe- 


his 
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croſs vice, but was much given to jeſting and cy ae. 
witty turns to provoke mirth; whereby he gain. VII. 
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CH AP. his danger of falling into a melancholy. But | «bſe 
Vu. in this ſtate of inward thoughtfulneſs and exer. pled 
1753 eiſe of ſpirit on the moſt important of all ſub- © his 

jects, the religion whereby he might pleaſe his 5 
Mader, and ſecure the happineſs of his own foul, 
he found a ſolemnity over his mind, ſuch as he = 
had not known before. And now when he the 
came to meeting he was neither drowſy as 
had been too cultomary with him, nor diſtracted there 


— . — . , mn ę¶ꝙmgdſ W > "I RAY I rs te Pon Po I" : 


by wandering cogitations; but ininward ſtillneſs, conſ 
and true devotion of heart before Gad, was H 
ſtrengthened to worſhip him, according to bis appr 
own requirings “ in ſpirit and in truth.” His nue 
ſoul was quickened bythe word, which is quick > wore 
| and powerful, and his underſtanding expert till 
i mentally opened into the meaning and application Hav 
1 of the Seriptures, and the nature of true goſpel dilig 
1 miniſtry, which *till then he appears to have dra 
1 been Wholly ignorant of; ſo that he ſeeemed 0 in 8 
himſelf another man. Ale: 
It was not long after his reformation, that he | = dal; 
| was called to the work of the miniſtry ; but he thro 
| began to reaſon within himſelf, that © fo ſudden _ viſit 
i da change would hardly be borne; and feve- forv 
| ral of his companions being preſent 1 2 the meet. viſit 
| ing, who had been witneſſes of the levity of his Sam 
| late converſation, and his faculty of creating and = ſerv 
| circulating mirth amongſt them, they proved pov. 
| another cauſe of diſcouragement in his way: bare 
= ſo that more than once, while he ſat under the pov 
| encreaſing burden of the word, by the like re. bid! 
| ſoning he put it off. In conſequence he fell edt 
"| under great diſtreſs of mind, fearing that he had bene 
| by diſobedience offended to that degree, that he | imp! 
ö ſhould be caſt off for ever; he ſought ſolitude, | im t] 
| to o give vent to his ſorrows 1 in lecret, remote from ' 
8 the 
5 
5 


in the root of a divine and ſpiritual miniſtry. 
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obſervation of men; but the effects of his trou- c H A p. 
bled mind, and of bis tears, became viſible on VIII. 
his countenance, which his maſter obſerving 1753. 


and ſympathizing with him, kindly enquired the 
reaſon of his trouble, which he candidly diſco- 
vered. Hereupon his maſter conſoled him with 
the hope, that he would come under the like 
concern again, and adviſed him to give way 
thereto, which he accordingly did, to his great 
conſolation and peace of mind. © 35 

He had at this time about three years of his 
apprenticeſhip to ſerve, during which he conti- 
nued at times to appear in the miniſtry in a few 


words at home, but did not travel much abroad 


till the term of his ſervitude was expired. 


Having ſerved his full time with fidelity and 
- diligence, and in the laſt year conceiving a 
* draught of duty to pay a religious viſit to friends 


in Scotland, he ſet out in company with Iſaac 


Alexander, beginning their journey on foot at Ken- 


dal and the adjacent meetings, they proceeded 
through part of Lancaſhire and Yorkſhire; then 
viſiting ſome parts of Cumberland, they went 


© forward to Scotland, and accompliſhed their 


viſit in about two months. In this journey 
Samuel thought his compamon had very good 


ſervice, but he himſelf was deeply proved with 


poverty of ſpirit, which appeared at the time 
hard to bear, being filled with anguiſh under the 


power of death and darkneſs, and all comfort 


hid from him; but when the cloud which cover- _ 
ed his mind was blown over, he clearly ſaw the 
benefit of trials in different diſpenſations, for 
improvement in experience and for eſtabliſhment 


Many 


| 
| 
[ 
1 
{ 


396 


cxar. Many of theſe bright miniſters of the nor. 
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thern counties were but in narrow circumſtances 
as to earthly poſſeſſions, being raiſed up from 
the lower claſs of people, of which number this 
worthy friend was one. His late journey hav- 
ing well nigh conſumed what little money he 
was maſter of, he returned home almoſt penny- 
lels ; therefore the time of hay-harveſt coming 


on, he applied himſelf to mowing and other 


harveſt work, as a day labourer, for his preſent 
ſupport; and to lay up a part of his earnings 
to put himſelf in proper condition for another 


journey, and for his expenſes and accommodation 


therein; at the ſame time he attended ſuch 
neighbouring meetings, as he felt an engagement 


to viſit, going to one or another to the diſtance 


of 10 or 12 miles on foot, and returned back 
the ſame way to follow his labour. It was thus 
theſe diſintereſted men, after the apoſtolic prac. 


tice, divided their time, diſengaging themſelves 


from the world, and all worldly engagements, 
when they apprehended the call of duty to go 
forth with the meſſage of the goſpel, and when 


difcharged from the concern, to labour with 


their hands to ſupply their neceſſities, that they 


might not make the goſpel chargeable or bur- 
denſome to thoſe they miniſtred unto. Jn the 


ſucceeding autumn and winter of the year 1699, 


he viſited ſeveral of the ſouthern and weſtern 


counties of England, and part of Wales, and in 


the ſucceeding year viſited many meetings on 


the eaſtern {ide of England. In 15or, he viſited 
Scotland a ſecond time in compauy with [Iſaac 


Thompſon, and after vifiting the meetings of his 
friends in a general way, they came to Kelſo in 
their return to England, and from thence to 

8 : " Jedburgh 
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led Quakers reſided, and where till this time, 
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jedburgh, a town where none of the people cal- c H Ap. 


VIII. 


they were very little known, except as abuſive- 175 


ly repreſented by the preachers. When they 
came thither, they went to an inn, but the bi- 
gotted landlord refuſed them entertainment, 
their miniſter having endeavoured to paint 
out this people to his hearers, in the muſt hide- 


dus colours. They went to another inn, where 


they obtained admiſſion, and after they had 


taken ſome refreſhment, they went out into the 


ſtreet, and ſat down at the market croſs; but 


had not ſitten long *till they were taken into 
cuſtody, and committed to priſon. Soon after 


a meſſenger came from the provoſt to offer them 


their liberty on condition that they would de- 


part the town without preaching, Samuel 


ſignified that they could make no ſuch agree- 
ment, and wrote to the provolt their reaſons; 
but the people were ſo deterred from holding 
any communication with them, that it was very 
difficult to procure any meſſenger to carry the 
letter. e e 
Next day [through the intervention of a 
Country gentleman |] they obtained their liberty, 
and it being market-day, and the town full of 
country people; after refreſhing themſelves at 
the inn, they went up to the market- croſs, but 


finding no convenient room there, they remov- 
ed to another eminency, near the higheſt part 


of the principal ſtreet; Samuel Bownas there 
© preached to a crouded body of ſeveral hundreds 
of people; and being afterwards fervently con- 
- cerned in prayer, while he was praying two 
men took him by the arms, and led him down 
. the ſtreet, he in the mean time continuing his 


prayer 


. ** 


HIS TOR or tur 


CH A P. prayer as they led bim along, till 1 it was finiſhed. 
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They conveyed him again to the priſon door; 
but he pleaded againſt a ſecond illegal impriſou. 


ment, that he ſhould not willingly go thither | 
again, without being firſt examined by a magiſ- 


trate, and if it appeared he had broken any law, 


or committed any offence worthy of impriſon- 


ment, and they had a mittimus ſetting forth his 
crime, he would not refuſe ſubmiſſion to lega] 


authority; but without it, he would not go, ex- 
_ cept he was forced by violence, which he hop- 
ed they 
| ſtood ſentinel at the priſon and overheard 
this plea, inſiſted that his countryman had 
| ſpoken right, 
and therefore” «(ſaid he) “ if you will take 


would not attempt. A ſoldier, who 


according to law and juſtice; 


* him before the provoſt for examination you 
be may; but if not, touch him, who dare.“ 


This laconic. ſpeech uttered with a determined 
air, had its effect, the officers went off, and left 
Samuel again at full liberty. 


Samuel being elevated ſeveral ſteps above the 


| er wen crowd, it furniſhed him with a favour- 
able opportunity to give them a ſecond exhor- 


tation, the people were very quiet andattentive, 
appeared reſpectful and well ſatisfied; and he, 


having diſcharged himſelf of what he conceived 
his duty, retired to the inn full of peace and con- 
ſolation. 


In the evening ſome of the better ſort 
of the inhabitants paid them a friendly viſit, 


which was pretty long; for as they were very 
much ſtrangers to the people and their princi- 


ples, they were defirous to be informed, and 
ſpent ſome hours in religious conference, where- 


in Samuel was. enabled to anſwer r ob- 


Jecuons, 


x 21 +2. 


5 : : F e 5 4 8 ; ; Ku 2 N be: 4 . J 24 4 2 = r 
3 y 4 " . N 2 © Py 2 2 ” +> * 7 2 AF DET Te f * „ Et 4 r 2 8 f 
_— —— <5 & 5, * 3 7 3 c 0s n es r . 25 tov EN ES SS 3410 27, ht oy ko n 1 7 n * 
F FOE SRL KEE en A COS 8 3 E 8 2 8 3 2. * 2 Wn NT Ian, 8 5 5 * Y S * Fee $7 6. SOR” 1 
L r . gt So Ob Fs CCTV 
8 e o WE OKEat Bin ĩVW ⁵yxꝑxD . A Ie 3 * 2 N bs tA Ras; * CYL * * . 


JJ 8 
e 


2 * 5 8 Pot 2 « _ No 8 * N os 8 2 * K 
eee RV A 


Pg. 
. 
* Pw, Lee 


c ˙ OS INSTS = — A 
E ˙ A IS DOES 2 «0 
Tee 


e 


5 3 TEES 6 - . — 5 < 3 NN 3 2 
3jꝙ))% ⁵T—T. . , ĩ . he ES 
eee 3 ED £ as A : Rs 8 e = Fe SE 


Flag: 8 725 Se * 3 * 


3 
LO Gat 


5 
<3. 
3 
: 


8 
* 
Ly 
Pa 
4 
yi I's 
* 
© Rs, 
e 
my Ns N 
ET 
<a Fo 
„ 
2 
8 Ly 
8 
2 
1 
* RE 
EX £20 4 
TIE: 
fes 
V 
n 
ol 
3% 5 
4 HAY 
5 7 
2 ET 1 
* 
88 
HY 
93 
We 
5 
ON 
Fes 
i 
A 
N 
8 
he 
I k _” 
1 5 
. 
2 4 0 7 
1 4 7 * 
2 
* 
TRE, 
OY 
4 
i 2 
WY. 
A 
8 
8 
22 
2 
85 
; . 
* bY - 
5528 
A * E 
« 8 
TDN > 
te, 
\ FY 
* 
7 
33 Is. - 
"IE; 
13 
ay 
13 
Kees, 
5 
5 
9588 


PEOPLE carttzv QU AK ERS. 


So they took their leave in a friendly and affec- 


tionate manner, at a late hour, ſeemingly pleaſ- 


ed with the information which they had re- 


ceived. 


In the third month 1702 he embarked for 
America, and arrived in river Patuxent in Mary- 
land, the latter end of 5th month following, 
and here almoſt immediately after, he received 
the challenge from G. Keith, which with his 
conſequent impriſonment hath been related in 
courſe.* He viſited the meetings of friends pret- 
ty generally through the ſundry Briaſh colonies 
in North America, from Carolma to New Eng- 


land, which with the time he ſpent in confine- 
ment, took him upwards of four years, it being 
10th month, 1706, when he landed at Port{- 


mouth. His ſervice was very conſiderable, 


and very acceptable to his friends there in a ge- 
neral way, and inſtrumental to bring over ſeve- 
ral to the ſociety by con vincement. 


Having thus diligently employed his time 


from the expiration of his apprenticeſhip till 


the zoth year of his age, between his temporal 


and ſpiritual engagements, ſoon after his return 


from America he married a young woman in 


Somerſetſhire, and removed to reſide with her 


there. His engagements in marriage and in 


buſineſs for the ſupport of his family, did not 


divert his attention from that which he eſteemed 
his principal engagement, a life of devotedneſs 


399 


jections, and ſatisfy their enquiries pretty fully. HA p. 


VIII. 


1753. 


to the will of God, and promoting a religious 
life and religious diſpoſitions among his friends 


and others. 


See page 134, Kc. 
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In the ſummer 1708, he went over to Ire. 
land, on a religious viſit to friends of that na- 
tion, and in the intervening time between his 
landing at Cork, and the enſuing half, year's 


meeting in Dublin, he viſited the meetings gene- 


rally through the nation, and after the halt. 


year's meeting, took ſhipping at Cork, and land- 


ed at Minehead, after an abſence of more than 
18 weeks. 


After his return from this journey, he ſeems 


to have been for ſome time releaſed from diſtant 
travels, but was diligent in his outward occu- 
pation, and in viſiting the neighbouring meetings, 
which were pretty numerous. In 1715, he viſited 
In 1719, ſundry counties of Eng- 
land, and Scotland a third time. In 1726, he em- 
barked for America again, and after a tedious voy- 


age of eleven weeks landed at Hampton in Vir- 


ginia, whence he proceeded through the colonies 


to New England and back again, having viſited 
moſt of the meetings of his friends through all 
of them ſeveral times 
over, and finiſhed his ſervice where he began it, 


the Provinces, and ſund 


at Hampton; from which place he re-embarked 
for England, m company with Robert Jordan, 


thankful that he had been 


preſerved in health, 
and ſupported with ſtrength both of body and 
mind, to accompliſh this long and tedious jour- 
ney, through the very ſevere extremes of heat 
and cold, in about eighteen months. 

In the latter part of the voyage, they met with 
a violent ſtorm, ſuch as the ſailors ſaid they had 


not known before, and it came upon them ſo 
ſuddenly, that chey were not prepared for it; 


the water came in upon them and ſo encreaſed, 


that 1 It was leven or eight feet deep in the hold. 
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| 4 men in a calm preſence of mind like true reli- 
gion, and a conſciouſneſs of acting uprightly, in 
> fingleneſs of heart towards God. This friend 
amidſt ſurrounding danger, confiding in that di- 
5 3 vine providence which 1s everywhere preſent, 


Z 1 winds to be ſtill, aud the heaving waves to ſub- 
de, found comfort in meditating on his promiſ- 
es, to care for thoſe who put their truſt in him; 
= and after ſome further trials of his faith and 
> patience, he was preſerved to land ſaſel 
Piymouth, and from thence reached his Mrs 
bouſe, the 2d of 8th month, 1728, having been 
= abſent about a year and ten months. Upon en- 
> tering his own houſe he felt abundant conſola- 

4 2 tion and peace of mind, in reward of his fidelity 
in the diſcharge of duty, through all attendant 
> diſcouragements and difficulties. 


E the year 1740, when he viſited his friends in 
= various counties in England, and paid a ſecond 


In ſta ved the water caſks faſtened on the decks, c H a p. 
whereby they loſt above a tun and a half of VIII. 
water; waſhed ſome hogs over board, and de- 175 7 
ſtro el a great number of their fowl. Theſe 
loſſe s were irreparable; the fails were torn 
like paper; the fore-top-maſt and ſeveral of the 
yards, and the tiller of the rudder were broken, 
fo that having no command of the ſhip, they 


abated; and then it took them a full week to re- 
pair the damage, ſo as to be in a condition to 
make ſail again; and the wind being unfavour- 
able, the men, by reaſon of the loſſes ſuſtained, 
were put to an allowance of bread and water. 
But in the midſt of dangers nothing ſupports 


Eos 


= ruling by ſea and land, who can command the 


He ſtaid pretty much at and about home till 


Vor. IV. 7 * _— 
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1747. 
Caſe of 
Tra vel 
Fuller. 


an hearing was had thereon at the Lent aſſizes 
at Thetford in Norfolk, in the 1ſt month, 174), pariſn, 
reed Fuller 
to by the counſel on both fides, and ſubmitted = 


HISTORY or THE 


in different quarters of the nation. And after 
this it doth not appear that he travelled any Fr fron 
long jourmes, the infirmities of age incapacitat. bis ſai 
: attend 
meetings both at home and in the neighbourhood = 
for twenty or thirty miles round, as long as his "M..1.. 
health and ſtrength continued, his miniſtry con- e 
tnung lively and powerful to the laſt, to the 
Arbe C 
Travel Fuller, of Swaf ham in Norfolk, be. 
ing proſecuted for Eaſter offerings in the Eccle. 
ſiaſtical court, at the ſuit of Robert Say, prieſt of 
that pariſh; a prohibition was obtained and the | 
cauſe being removed into the Temporal court, three x 
in the 


ing him; but was very diligent in attendin 


edification and comfort of thoſe who heard it. 


when the following ſtate of the caſe was agreed 


to the judgment of the court, viz. 


That within the pariſh of Swaf ham there is, 
and for all the time whereof the memory of 
man is not to the contrary, there hath been a a 
certain cuſtom, that every married man inhabit- | 7 
ing and reſiding within the faid pariſh of Swat | 7 
ham, with his wife being reſpectively of the 


age of ſixteen years or older, hath paid, and 
hath uſed and been accuſtomed to 


pariſh of Swafham aforeſaid, for the time being, 


yearly at the feaſt of Eaſter, or fo ſoon after as 


the ſame hath been demanded, four pence as 
for or in the name of Eaſter offerings. at 
Eaſter, 1745, and long before, the plaintiff and 
his then and now wife were and now are Quak- 

Sy ers. 


—— 


to pay for 
himſelf and his wife to the vicar of the 


That at 


viſit to thoſe in Ireland. The years 1746, 70 wn 
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47, 48, and 1749, he ſpent moſtly in travelling 
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3 78 I 


I or from the defendant, nor did the plaintiff or 
4 3 bis ſaid wife ever participate of or perſonally 
attend upon any of the offices of the church. 


Lo whether the defendant is intitled to a wnt of 
2 conſultation or not? 


3 1 The Caſe of Travel Fuller, ſued in the Biſhop 8 


: 3 three months ſince, before the time called Eaſter, 


EF in the year 1745, Robert Say, vicar of the ſaid 


1 1 from him and his wife at Eaſter, which Fuller 
= refuſing to pay, Say libelled him in the court of 


[1 2 9 This was a ſtep never before taken by any parſon in the 
= caſe of Eaſter offerings. 


— | D d 2 which 
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ers. That neither the plaintiff or his ſaid c H A P. 


3 vi ever went to the church of Swafbam, or VIII. 
ever received the ſacrament or communion with 1745. 


. 


Upon the whole it is ſubmitted to the court, 


Court for Eaſter Offerings. 


The faid Fuller, coming to live in the 1 
of Swaf ham in the county of Norfolk, about 


pal. did ſoon after the ſaid time demand of 
Fuller four pence, as an Eaſter offering due 


i 1 the biſhop of Norwich. Whereupon Fuller in 
the term called Trinity term, 1746, applied to 


: z Ihe court of Common Pleas for a prohibition, |. 
upon a ſuggeſtion that Eaſter offerings are not 9 
due, but where there are particular cuſtoms 
warranting the payment of them, and whether 
== there was ſuch a cuſtom in the pariſh of Swat- 
bam, the Sipritual courts had no right to try. 


1 And on this foundation the court granted a 
Prohibition; but at the ſame time, at the in- 
ſtance of Say” s counſel the court obliged Fuller 
to declare 1 in . within a limited time,“ 


N 
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c H a f. which he accordingly did. And to ſuch de. 
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_ Eaſter offering. 


claration Say pleaded that within the pariſh 
. Of Swaf ham, there was a certain cuſtom uſed, 
that every married man inhabiting and reſiding 
in the ſaid pariſh of Swafham with his wife, 
they being both ſixteen years and older, hath uſed, 
been accuſtomed and ought to pay for himſelf 
and his wife to the vicar yearly at the feaſt of 
Eaſter, four 


and for a long ſpace of time then laſt paſt, was 
and ſtill is an inhabitant in the ſaid pariſh with 
his then and now wife, and that they were at 
the feaſt of Eaſter of the age of ſixteen and older, 


and that Say having been vicar of the ſaid pariſh 8 
for more than a year paſt, there was due to bim 
four pence from the ſaid Fuller. 5 

Fuller diſputed the cuſtom, and thereupon 
iſſue was joined, which iſſue was tried before 
Sir Thomas Abney, the 26th of the 1ſt month 7 
1747, at the aſſizes held at 
Thetford for the county of Norfolk. 


(called March) 


Fuller had for his counſel, counſellors Pont, 
Maſon - and Potter, aad ſerjeant Leeds, all 
which except counſellor Pont, had been ſeveral 
times attended by one or more of the friends ap- 
pointed by the meeting on this affair; and once 
on a general conſultation of the ſaid counlel; 


and at Thetford before the trial came on they 


were again all applied to by Edmund Peckover 


and Richard How, who then allo waited ON 
_ counſellor Pont. 


It was then agreed, that in caſe the cuſtom 
ſhould be proved, endeavours ſhould be uſed to 


obtain a ſpecial verdict, that ſo the judgment of 


all the Judges might be had; but that could not 
be 


Pence as for and in the name of 
That Fuller at Eaſter, 1745, 
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'The reaſon the judge aGaned againſt a ſpeci- 
al verdi& was that it would be attended with an 


hundred pounds extraordinary expenſe; but ſaid 
he was willing it ſhould be made a caſe, and re- 
ferred for the judgment of the court of Common 


Pleas. As a queſtion had ariſen whether the 


cuſtom was good or not, and whether Fuller 
was liable to pay the demand, as his counſel in- 
ſiſted that Eaſter offerings were due and pay- 
able to the vicar for officiating at the ſacrament, 


and, that Fuller never partook or attended at 


any of the offices of the Church. 
It was hereupon agreed by the counſel on 
both ſides that a verdict ſhould be given for the 


plaintiff, and the matter objected on behalf of 


the defendant ſhould be reſerved for the deter- 
mination of the court of Common Pleas. 
W hereupon a verdict was given and the follow- 
ing order and caſe agreed upon. 

It is ordered by the conſent of the parties 
* their counſel and attorneys that the verdict 
nov given in this cauſe for the defendant, ſhall 
„ſtand as a ſecurity to him, and that the mat- 


ter in law in this cauſe be referred for the opi- 


«© mon of the court of Common Pleas, whom 


the ſaid parties their counſel and attorneys 
„ ſhall attend aud if the opinion of the ſaid 


court ſhall be for the plaintiff, then the de- 
fendant ſhall not proceed on the ſaid verdict, 
but ſhall pay the plaintiff or his attorney his 
** coſts of this ſuit, to be taxed by the prothono- 


** tary 5 - 


"7 409. 
be, though the cuſtom was ſo fully proved that y a v. 
9 Fuller's counſel did not think fit to examine any 
of the witneſſes that were provided; as the 
judge deſired they would not, but ſave the time 
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tary; and if the opinion of the ſaid court of 


Common Pleas ſhall be for the defendant, 


then the ſaid defendant may proceed on the 


verdict notwithſtanding this order: and it is 


further agreed by the like conſent that the 


poſtea ſhall remain in the hands of the aſſoci. 
ate, and not be returned without the order of 


the ſaid court of Common Pleas, and that 


order ſhall be made a rule of his majeſty's 


court of Common Pleas. 
<< By the court, 
© Raſh, Aſſociate.” 
In purſuance of this order the following caſe 


was ſtated and agreed by counſel on both 
des. 


„ 


ec 
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cc 
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| cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
ce 3 


cc 


cc 


cc 
© 


c 


N 


<< That within the pariſh of Swaf ham, there 


is and for all the time whereof, the memory 
of man is not to the contrary, there hath 


been a certain cuſtom that every married 
man inhabiting and reſiding within the ſaid 


pariſh of Swaf ham with his wife, ſuch mar- 
ried man and his wife, being reſpectively of 
the age of ſixteen years or older, hath paid 
and hath uſed we? been accuſtomed to pay 
for himſelf and his wife, to the vicar of 
Swafham, yearly at Faſter four pence, for 
and in the name of Eaſter offerings. 


his wife were and now are Quakers, reſiding 
in the pariſh of Swafham, and reſpectively 
fixteen years of age. That neither the plain- 
tiff nor his ſaid wife ever went to the church 


of Swaf ham, and never received the ſacra- 


ment or communion with or from the defen- 


dant, nor did the Pine or his ſaid wife 
& ever 


That at | 
Eaſter, 1743, and long before, the plaintiff and 


LE 
"+ 
8 
2 8 
. 
75 

s, 

YE 
9 
"OP 
* * 
OE 
In 

0 8 
8 
EOS 
IF 
BY 1 
> 
> ue 
£2 
> 

2 ® 

14. : 
Mo J 
28 
= 


N 


21. 


22 
e 


. : da 3 2 „ I * . A 4 "2 * 7 * gt 3 7 1 Ws | 
CC d TTT dc EE oC SE ETA Ren : 
. r S ( ᷣ Tc V 2 VVV r n ESI S 8 3 SY fo”; Re 2] 7's N Ds * 
. 3 e EL n J e e 1 5 "We q | ns Yo * N LS, WIE. Re BE Pies 37 WY 4 12 = Mi : 


LF 


E 2 200) Sd Gs . e 
PP IE OO CE A EI IN 


PFOPLE carter QUAKERS. 


« any of the ofhces of the church.” 
On the whole whereof it was ſubmitted to 
the court whether the defendant is intitled to a 


writ of conſultation on this caſe or not. 


Signed, Edward Leeds for the plaintiff, 
H. Partridge for the defendant. 


N. B. Serjeant Prime refuſed to ſign the 


cauſe on behalf of the defendant, becauſe he 


diſapproved it, thinking 1 it much to his chent's 
prejudice. 
After this, ſerjeant Leeds, ſerjeant Skinner, 


ſerjeant Willis, ſerjeant Bootle, ſerjeant Draper, 


were attended by Fuller's attorney, and one 


or more of the friends appointed, to adviſe on 
the affair, and it was agreed that ſerjeant Leeds 

ſhould have the firſt argument, ſerjeant Skinner 
the ſecond, and either Willis or Bootle the 


third, provided there ſhould be ſo many; but 


as the caſe was new and of great conſequence, 


the court of Common Pleas, gave the counſel 
time to prepare until the term called Michael- 


mas term: and then it was ſeveral times ad- 


journed, occaſioned by the indiſpoſition or ab- 
ſence of one or other of the judges, but on the 
ſixteenth of the gth month, 174), at the court 


of Common Pleas all the four Judges DEE 


preſent, viz. 
Sir John Willis, 
Sir Thomas Abney, 
Sir Thomas Burnett, 
Sir Thomas Burch, 
This affair came on with ſer} eant Leeds ar- 


gument on behalf of the Pati F uller; he be- 
gan 
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gan with a recital of the previous proceedings, 
then very pertinently took notice of the provi- 
fion the legiſlature had made for the eaſy reco- 
very of theſe ſmall demands from Quakers by 
juſtices warrant, of which proviſion he con- 
cluded the defendant could not be i ignorant, no 
more than of the 


the expenſive and vexatious method of ns 


ing in the Ecclefiaſtical court. 


He cited many authorities to prove that offer. 
ings in general were for many of the earlieſt 


ages of chriſtianity the only proviſion for the 


maintenance of the miniſters, and all other the 


neceſſities of the church, and that Eaſter offer- 
ings in particular were given ſome hundred 
years before the eſtabliſhment of tithes, which 


was not till about the eighth century. 


That Eaſter offerings were a gratification, 


compenſation or fee given the miniſter for, or 


on account of his labour in adminiſtering the 


communion, or for or on account of the holy 


loaf to be uſed at the communion. 


That it was impoſſible Eaſter offerings ſhould 


be a compoſition for, or any ways relate to 


perſonal tithes, as thoſe offerings were uſed to 


be given many hundred years before the efta- 


bliſhment of any tithes, of which perſonal tithes | 


were the laſt and leaſt general. 


That the offerings which have remained ſince 
the reformation, have been for marriages, church- 


ing of women, chritenings, burials and for the 


ſacrament. 


He cited divers authorities in tried . 
wherein when the office not being performed, 


the offering had been adjudged not to be pay- 


able 


Quakers conſcientious ſcruple 
to pay them, and yet the defendant Rad choſen 
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„ able. And urged, that Eaſter offerings were of H Ar. 
- => the ſame nature with thoſe ſeveral other offer- VIII. 
> ings, and that with regard to the plaintiff and 14). 
V and his wife, it appeared in the caſe that the 
- > defendant had done nothing for them whereby 
=> to intitle him to an Falter offering. e 
As by the act of Toleration, Quakers were 
exempted from any obligation of conformity to 
the church or its ceremonie. 
He copiouſly expatiated on the ſeveral heads 
before mentioned, having taken much pains him 
; ſelf, as well as that he had been greatly aſſiſted 
e | by the many quotations and obſervations com- 
e | > municated by our friends Alexander Fother- 
- | > gill, William Hird, Joſiah Forſter, ec. 
d | > Serjeant Belfield on behalf of the defendant 
h | * anſwered pretty briefly, endeavouring to nar- 
| > Tow the whole affair into the ſingle queſtion, 
„ whether the Quakers were exempted or not? 
though he made ſome attempts and quoted ſome 
c authorities to prove Eaſter offerings not to be 
y fſacramental, but a compoſition for perſonal 
—* tithes. He inſiſted ſtrenuouſly that though by 
d | * the act of the firſt of William and Mary, Quak- 
Oo | | ers were exempted from the penalties of certain 
Oo | > laws to which they were before liable, for their 
- | > nonconformity tothe church of England, yet they 
+ were by no means excuſed from the payment of 
tithes, or any other eccleſiaſtical dues. 1 
Serjeant Leeds replied in ſupport of what he 
had before advanced, adding ſome further rea- 
ſons to prove that Faſter offerings were not a 
compoſition for, nor had no relation to perſonal 
tithes, and particularly that thoſe offerings were 
payable at the age of ſixteen by perſons of all 
ranks and degrees; whereas perſonal tithes 
| | Were 
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I one, and then not by the nobility, gentry, day. 
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— 


labourers and others. 


He obſerved, that in the rubrick confirmed 


by parliament of the ſecond of Edward VI. the 
curate was to provide bread and wine at his 


own coſt, and the pariſhioners to contribute mo- 
ney. That in the next common prayer book 
the parſon was diſcharged, and the church- war. 
dens and miniſters were directed to provide the 


bread and wine at the pariſh expenſe. 
The judges then proceeded to deliver their 


opinions, lord chief juſtice Willis began with 


fine encomiums on the large body of people called 


Quakers, for their loyalty and uſefulneſs; then 
took notice of ſerjeant Leeds learned diſſerta. 
tion on the original of Eaſter offerings; but ſaiddd 
he ſhould not meddle with things he did not 


well underſtand, but confine himſelf to deliver 


his opinion according to law, yet ſhould defer | : 
his full determination to a further hearing, as 


| be ſuppoſed there were more counſel to ſpeak in 


the cauſe : but hitherto it appeared to him that 
Eaſter offerings had fora long time been cuſtoma- 


rily paid as due to the clergy, and had been con- 
firmed by ſeveral laws, and that by the act com- 


monly called the act of Toleration, the payment 


of tithes and other ecclehaſtical dues, was ex- 


preſly continued and preſerved by a ſpecial clauſe 


for that purpoſe, and that he could not find in 


the vicar for actually adminiſtering the ſacrament, 


any ſtatute that any people whoſoever were ex- 
empted: that the jury at Niſiprius had found 


that it had been cuſtomary for the inhabitants of 
Swaf ham to pay Eaſter offerings ; that he did 
not apprehend that theſe offerings were due to 


but 
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and that a man's alledging that he never did 


payment, for by the ſame rule he might plead 
an exemption from the tithes becauſe he never 
went to hear the parſon. That on the whole 
his preſent opinion was to grant a conſultation, 
but he ſhould attend to what might be advanc- 
ed in the future arguments, intimating however 
to the counſel that they ſhould confine them- 
ſeves to matters of law only. 


The other judges all declared their concur- 


rence with the lord chief juſtice. 
| Judge Burnett obſerved, that when the legiſla. 


ture exempted Diſſenters from penalties by 


the act of Toleration, they took care to preſerve 


the eſtabliſhed church and the rights of its 


no 8 
Judge Burch ſaid he ſhould be glad to hear the 
caſe further argued, but it would then be ne- 


ceſſary for the counſel to ſhew that the Quak- 


ers were exempted by ſtatute law from the pay- 
ment of Eaſter offerings to the eler x. 
After this ſerjeant Skinner having been ap- 


plied to, he declared it was his opinion that 


further arguments would be fruitleſs conſidering 
how far the court had declared itſelf and how 
much they had narrowed up the counſel. 
The meeting for ſufferings on deliberate con- 
ſideration agreed that the friends appointed to 


attend the affair might let the court know, that 
we would give the court no further trouble but 
rely on what had been already advanced, which 


was done accordingly, 


And 


41 
but for his being ready to perform that office, c H a y. 
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And on the 28th of gth month, being the 
laſt day of term the court proceeded to final 


1747. judgment, which 


1756. 


The lord chief juſtice Willis ntrcdaced with 


a ſpeech wherein he intimated that he had be. 
fore given his opinion, though in regard to a 


worthy ſet of men called Quakers, he had con. 


ſented to a further hearing, which however the) 
did not defire, but did as they do in all other in- 
ſtances, act as a people of a pacific temper, 
always ſubmitting to the laws of their country. 

He then recited the previous proceedings, 
particularly at the aſſizes of Norfolk, where the 
jury had found the cuſtom, but could not de- 
termine the law; and that it was therefore re- 
ferred to the court of Common Pleas for their 
opinion, whether the cuſtom was reaſonable and 
legal as to the Quakers. 


He then repeated great part of what he had 


ſaid at the hearing, and added, 


That he thought the inſtance of marriage no 
parallel, for that a man was at liberty whether 
he would take the benefit of marriage, but that 
all were obliged to communicate until diſpenſed 
with, and ſtill were obliged to pay, that never 
having been diſpenſed with, 
having been taken in the act of Toleration, that 
the Diſſenter ſhould not be profited, nor the mi- 


niſter prejudiced, he then added that the verdict 
muſt ſtand, and the plaintiff have leave to enter 
judgment thereon and avoid a conſultation. 


Peter Andrews from New Jerſey, in the 


Accdunt of the courſe of a religious viſit, died in the city of 


Peter An- Norwich this 
drews. 


year; of whom friends in ſaid 
place teſtified that his memory was very preci- 
ous to them; and that few friends who travelled 
this 


particular care 
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this nation (England) had been more approved, c H a p. 
or had more general ſervice in ſo ſhort a ſpace VIII. 
al | = of time. FE | _— | | 1756, 
In the teſtimonies given forth concerning him, 
h we find little or no account of the forepart of his 
e- life. It having pleaſed the Lord to beſtow on 
bim a gift in the miniſtry, he was faithful there- 
to, and made helpful to many. His engagements 
in the exerciſe hereof, occaſioned him to be 
much from home, yet his regard to his family 
was becoming, both as an huſband and father; 
> it was his frequent practice to fit down with 
„ them to wait upon the Lord, and we believe 
bis faithfulneſs therein was of conſiderable 
28 ſervice. . e „ 
e- > Jn the year 1755 he obtained a certificate 
ir from the monthly meeting of Burlington, in New 
> Jerſey, to viſit friends in England, and having 
> ſettled his temporal affairs, he embarked the 
d _* 29th of 4th month, ſame year, and landed in 
tte ſouth of England, in the 6th month follow- 
Io ing. He proceeded immediately to London, 
r = where he had very good ſervice. From thence 
at be went directly to York, being deſirous to be 
d > at the Quarterly Meeting for that county; at the 
opening of which in the meeting of miniſters 
and elders he had a very weighty opportunity 
in miniſtry; but in the ſucceeding meetings for 
worſhip was moſtly filent. In the meetings for 
| diſcipline he was divinely led to ſet forth the 
Tr haature, good end and tendency of the ſame, and 
very zealouſly preſſed the keeping them up in 
e the ſame wiſdom arid power, in which they 
}f | = were firſt eſtabliſhed, evidently fetting forth, 
that they proceeded from that which gathered 
Ss -. *.,QUr 
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CHAP 
VIII. 


dt” 
1750 


HISTORY OF THE 


our forefathers to be as a peculiar people unto 
From Vork be travelled through many parts 
of the north of England, and had meetings in di. 
vers places, ſeveral of which were very large, 
yet he was often led to famiſh the too eager de- 
fire after words, being often in theſe great meet- 
ings totally ſilent, which though a great diſap- 
pointment to many for the preſent, yet there after. 
wards appeared a ſignal ſervice in it. He arriy- 
ed at Norwich in the 11th month, where he was 


| made inſtrumental in a very particular manner 


to the help and furtherance of ſome, whom it 
irs pleaſed the Lord to viſit with a freſh viſi 


tation of his love. From Norwich he returned 


to London, viſiting many meetings in his way | 0 
thither. He remained in this latter city a few ß, 
bis re 


weeks, being exceeding ill, yet was at molt of the 


meetings there, and was very ſerviceable in af. 
fairs particularly relating to the ſociety in 


Penſylvania, at that tine. From London he 


went back to Eſſex, and through ſeveral other 


counties to Briſtol; his indiſpoſition ſtill conti- 
nuing, but it did not hinder him from travelling 


or attending meetings. From Briſtol he paſſed 
through ſome parts of Glouceſterſhire, Wiltſhire 


and Oxfordſhire, and got to the yearly meeting 


in London, in 6th month, 1756, and although 


his illneſs continued upon him, he was enabled 


to bear ſeveral living teſtimonies, i in the demon- 


ſtration of the ſpirit and of power. From Lon. 


don he came down to the yearly meetings at 
Colcheſter and Woodbridge, at the latter of 
which, at the laſt public opportunity which he 


had, he was ſtrengthened to bear a large, power. 


ful and affecting teſtimony, to the tenderingof many 


hearts, 
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to bearts, whoſe ſtates were ſo effectually ſpoken c HAP. 
to, as that it may be fitly compared to the ex- VE | 
ts = cellency and glorious ſituation which the pſalm- 1756. 
i- it deſcribed, when he ſays, How good aud 
>, = « how pleaſant a thing is it for brethren to 
e. e qwell together in unity! it is like the precious 
t. = « ointment upon the head, that ran down upon 
.cc the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
r. « down to the ſkirts of his garments. As the 
V. « dew of Hermon, and as the dew that deſcend- 
3s ed upon the mountains of Zion; for there 
er the Lord commanded the bleſſing, even life 
4 for evermore,” Pſalm. cxxxin. 1, 2, 3. 
It was indeed a remarkable ſeaſon, in which he 
vas wonderfully led to ſet forth the progreſſive 
* ſteps the Almighty was pleaſed to make ule of, 
in appearing to Gideon, confirming him in the 
= certainty of his requirings, condeſcending togrant 
bis requeſts in a very peculiar manner, and ſealing 
them with his preſence, and giving him victory 
ouoer his enemies, as he was faithful to follow 
the bleſſed author, that pointed out the begin- 
ning as well as finiſhing that great work to 
which he was called. This memorable ſervice, 
 * there is reaſon to believe, was of great uſe, and 
long remembered by many preſent, 
lle continued very weak in body all the time 
of his ſtay at Woodbridge, being about five 
= days, and no perſuaſions could prevail upon 
dim to continue there, being very deſirous to 
ſee friends of Norwich again, having ſaid, © he 
* thought he could willingly die with them.” 
Soon after he got thither, he took to his bed; 
and to ſeveral friends who viſited him, he ex- 
preſſed, that he was ſatisfied he was in bis 
place, in giving up to follow the requirings of 
0 -- bie 
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VIII. 


17 «6. 


1788. 


EE 


c 


« Deareſt F ather, thou haſt been 
< open, and to favour with thy goodneſs: my 
foul is thankful, and can ſay, thou art worthy 1 
& of glory and praiſe for evermore.“ 

nued to the 13th of 7th month, 17 56, and then 


ſpirits of the juſt made 
manſions prepared for all who faithfully 
vere to the end. He died at the age of 49 
years, having been about fourteen years a mi- 


HISTORY or THE 


c HAP.“ the Lord, in leaving his outward habitation, 
«© and thoſe near bleſſings of a moſt tender af. 


« fectionate wife, and dutiful children.” The 
ſeverity of his illneſs kept him moſtly delirious, 
7et he was favoured with ſome clear intervals; 
in one of which, being in a ſweet heavenly frame 
of mind, he broke out in the following fervent 
ſupplications, “Oh, this poor foul hath been 
for many days on the brink of the pit of 
c diſtreſs; but thou, dear father, doſt not 
afflict thy children willingly, but for ſome great 


A 


and good cauſe, known only to thyſelf. Dear 


c 


Father! ſuffer not thy children ever to de- 
« ſpair of thy mercies, but that we may be 
helpful, as much as may be in our power, to 
* one another, in all ſuch times of trouble. 
pleaſed to 


* 


0 


He conti- 


departed this life, and no doubt reſts with the 
perfect, in thoſe ins 
perſe- 


niſter. 


On the 26th of 1ft math.) I - 58, died in Lon- 


Account of don, in the courſe of a religious viſit, Abraham 


Abraham 
Farring- 


tan. 


Farrington of New Jerſey, in America. He was 


born in Buck's county, in the province of Pen- 


ſylvania, of parents profeſſing the truth, as held 
by this people. 
an infant, foon after which his mother married 
out of the ſociety, which expoſed him to a very 


His father died when he was 


irregular education. At ten years old he was 


put 
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pat apprentice, where he ſuffered much bodily © HA p. 
'Y bardſhip, and very great danger to his better ee 
part, during a ſervitude of eleven years; yet the 13 58. 
Ss, good hand of the Almighty was with bim for his 
I 3 protection and preſervauon. He for ſome time 
ie took great delight in reading the bible; and 
ut though fond of youthful vanities, yet be was 
N careful every night to repeat thoſe forms of 
of = Wprayer which he had learned, *till he grew afraid 
bt to ſay them any more, and ſeemed like one 
it Z abandoned by God for ſeveral years. When 
r be ſerved out his time, he became a reſident in 
— 1 the houſe of one of this ſociety. The family 
& were very exemplary in their conduct, and 
0 © treated him with great kindneſs. He thought 
9 © them the beſt people he was ever acquainted 
o Vith, careful of their words and actions, yet 
y | 3 5 cheerful and pleaſant in their demeanour, ſo 
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= © that he thought 'he muſt become a Quaker. 
> 1 Here we have a ſtriking inſtance of the efficacy 
of the filent preaching of a good example. 
Soon after his forming this reſolution, at a 
= meeting of this people, a friend preached with 
much divine power, reaching the witneſs in his 
| conſcience, .and ſpeaking intelligibly to the ſtate 
of his mind; but, too much after the manner of 
the world, he gave that praiſe to the creature, 
which was due only to the Creator, thinking 
within himſelf, This is a brave man, he preach- 
ces well; I wiſh I lived near him, that I might 
*g tO hear him every firſt day. "ant he 
was little attentive what this preaching direct- 
= ed him to, Chriſt in himſelf} the true teacher. 
k Afterwards he frequently attended the meetings 
> of friends, and became very converſant in their 
> writings. One of theſe meetings was attended 
Vor. IV. BS: by 


85 


U 
þ 
* 
ry 
rn 
LE 
* 
! 4 
6 * 
** j 
75 
67 
11 
45 
185 
3 
4 
Tt 
4.4 
17 
2 
4 * 
TIE 
"1 
; 
ina 


— 
/ x ' 7 i « p J 
ODOR Gr RA RL CL KP the EE ET a one r 
S DO 0 oe En ERP Io ep 5 2 * 7 TYLER: 
DEN eg TIDE 1 St DVV I 2 ang 
ARS yer, 2 2. n 8 r 
N 9 nn . OY" Fo W 


. 


* 


SL þ IO r- 2 — 
ä 
—— — 2 TP my 
I SIRE. ——————— ̃ — ˙Ä— ene rr Gs 


418 | HIS FORT or THE > = 
CH a f. by Thomas Wilſon and James Dickenſon, by FF cre: 
VE whoſe miniſtry, his ſtate was ſo plainly ſpoken pub 
1753. to, as effectually to ſhew him how the account | = © 
. flood between God and his ſoul, and abiding u. 
der the divine power, in the Lord's time he 1 weiz 
came to witneſs the work of ſanctification to be 
carried on; and when fully fitted thereto, was 
called to bear a public teſtimony to others f in 3 
what God had done for his foul. thin 
He often travelled abroad on the American © plall 
continent in the ſervice of truth, much to the 7 fayu 
ſatisfaction of thoſe whom he viſited. At tims aud 
his outward circumſtances were difficult, where. ® 
by an opportunity was afforded him to fhew an 
example of chriſtian reſignation ; and to fee tt 
effects in divers providential aſſiſtances. = 
In the year 1756 he obtained a certificate WI 
from the monthly meeting of Burlington, n | 
New Jerſey,of which he was a member, to vit 
friends in Great Britain, for which he felt a 
concern on his mind for upwards of ten years. 
After a voyage of four weeks, he landed in Dub 
lin, and viſited the meetings of friends through: 
out the kingdom of Ireland, faithfully tabourng | 
to ſtrengthen the brethren, and aſſiſt in build. 
ing up the waſte places in Zion. His ſervice 
there was weighty and truly acceptable. From 
thence he came over to England, vifſitec 
many of the northern parts, and thence came up 
to the yearly meeting in London. He after. 
wards viſited many other parts of the nations 
the comfort and edification of friends, and retum fully 
ed to London, about the cloſe of the year 173) 8 - 
| Having travelled with great diligence, and“. 
boured with fervency, his health was impaired, = 
yet he attended meetings 'till bis diſorder ſo 1 
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creaſed as to render him incapable of further © 


public ſervice. 

His converſation was 1nnocentiy cheerful, 
yet grave and inſtructive; he was a man of a 
weighty ſpirit, and v aliant for the cauſe of truth; 
a ſharp reprover of libertine profellors, but 
tender to the humble and contrite ones; ſtrong 
in judgment, ſound in doctrine, deep 1 in divine 
things; often in a clear and lively manner, ex- 


plaining the hidden myſteries wrapt up in the 


ſayings of Chriſt, the prophets and apoſtles; 
ald it may be truly ſaid, he was a ſcribe well in- 
ſtructed unto the kingdom, bringing forth out of 
his treaſure things new and old. 

His miniſtry was in plainneſs of ſpeech, and 
attended with divine authority, reaching the 


witneſs of God in man, and to the habitation of 
| frequently potting out, 
in a lively manner, the paths of the exerciſed 


the mourners in Zion; 


travellers, and the ſteps of heavenly pilgrims, 
by which he was made helpful to ſuch as were 


ſeeking the true reſt, which the Lord has pre- 


pared for thoſe lie: love him. 


His diſtemper encreaſing, he was confined to 


his bed, at the houſe of Thomas Jackſon, in 
Devonſhire Square, where all neceſſary care 
was taken of him. During his illneſs he was 


very tender in his ſpirit, and remarkably pati- 


ent. He uttered many heavenly expreſſions 


and ſeveral times ſaid, he apprehended his time 


in this world would he but ſhort ; and ſeemed 
fully reſigned to quit this mortal ſtate, having 


au evidence, that he ſhould be clothed with 


ummortality and be united to the heavenly 
E e 2 He 
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1758. 


ſigh or groan, as one falling into a deep ſleep, at 


HIS 1 OR or Tae 


He had been frequently heard to ſay, in 


time of health, that he thought he ſhould lay 


down his body in this nation, and ſee his friends 


in America no more, 
He departed this life like a lamb, without 


the ageof fixty fix years. His body was carried to 


meeting was held; from thence to friends bury. | 


1758. 

Caſe of 
DVDaniel 
Hollis. 


Devonſhire houſe, where a large and ſolemn 


ing ground at Bunhill-helds, accompanied by a 
large concourſe of people, and there interred 


among the remains of many of our primitive 


worthies. | 1, 
Daniel Hollis, an ancient friend of W hip- 
ingham pariſh in the Iſle of Wight, died in this 


year a priſoner in Wincheſter jail. In the year 


1708, he was proſecuted in the eccleſiaſtical 


court, by the church wardens fo called, for a 
few ſhillings charged on him in their rate, for 
non-payment whereof, he was, in the year 1709, 
committed to Wincheſter jail, where he remain. 
ed a priſoner until diſcharged by a general ad 
of grace. In about 5o years there had been taken 
from him on account of tithes and offerings 
by warrants of diſtreſs; corn, hay, cattle, &c. 


to above the value of Joo. whereof about 140 


was more than the total amount of all the origi- 
nal demands. It had been cuſtomary for con- 
ſtables before the year 1757, to diſtram conh- 
derably more than the ſum claimed for tithe, and 
the charges allowed by law amounted to, which 
additional money the parſon uſed to take for his 
pretended extra expenſes ; but William James, 
conſtable of the Eaſt Medine in the ſaid iſland, 


who diſtrained for tithes in the year 1756, reful- 


ing to diſtrain any more for the parſon, than 
9 : ON what 
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PEOPLE carIED QUAKE RS. 


and the charges allowed by law, with which 
John Gilbert, the old rector of the pariſh of 


Whipingham, not being ſatisfied, he brought 


an action againſt the ſaid conſtable for what he 
demanded beyond the tithes aad legal charges, 
in which ſuit the pariſh being caſt, was obliged 
to pay the conſtables coſt. _ 


In the year 1758, the ſaid John Gilbert pre- 
ferred a bill in the court of Exchequer, againſt 
Daniel Hollis, for tithes for one year to Michael- 


mas, ſo called, 1757, and obtaining an attach- 
ment, the ſon of the prieſt, being an attorney, 
together with a ſheriff's officer, went to the 
houſe of the ſaid Daniel Hollis: Daniel, by rea- 
ſon of his great age, was become ſo feeble as to 


pulled him from his bed, and dragged him down 
ſtairs, whereby he was bruiſed; they then left 
bim in the houſe. But aſterwards, viz. on or 
about the 1ſt of 11th month, in the ſame year, 
he was taken out of his houſe and conveyed to 
Wincheſter jail, where he was at firſt confined 


in a public thoroughfare-room, very incommo- 


dious to him and his daughter, who attended 
him; but by the favourable influence of a juſ- 
tice of the peace, who had been his landlord, he 


was in a few days removed into a more com- 
fed 
from the ſaid juſtice's table. After he had been 
a priſoner about a month, a ſuperſedeas was ob- 
_ tained from the court for his diſcharge; but 


modious room, in which he was daily 


when it came to the priſon, he was ſo ill with 
the bruiſe he received when dragged down 
ſtairs, and by increaſe of his weakneſs, that he 


Was not fit to be removed, and defired thoſe 


about 


421 


what the juſtices had adjudged to be due to him, c a p. 


VIII. 


1758. 


be ſcarce able to help himſelf. They violent] y 25 


422 


CH A p. about him not to attempt it. 


r 


1775 


1 


Account of William Pitts of Southwark. 
William 


Pitts. 


patience and fortitude. 


14 1 8 OR N Or I 


And to one, who 
offered him the uſe of a chariot, to carry bim to 
Southampton, he ſaid he had a ſhorter paſſage, 
and ſhould be ſoon at his journey's end, requelt. 


ing he might not be diſturbed, he ſaid he was 


very caſy, and having forgiven his proſecutor, 


he in a tender reſigned frame of mind, departed 
this life in priſon the 11th of 12th month, 1758 
aged about 97 years. His corps was as be de- 
ſired, interred in friends burial ground at Neu. 
port, in the Iſle of Wight. | 5 
On the 15th of 7995 month, this year, died 

In his young 
years he was viſited with a call of divine grace, 


and by adhering thereto and ſubmitting to its 


operations, he became convinced of the eſſen. 


tial doctrines of chriſtianity, as profeſſed by this 


people. In his minority he was educated by a _ 
prieſt, under whoſe tuition he attained a conſi- 


derable knowledge in ſeveral of the learned 
languages; yet the tender ſcruples which were 
raiſed in bis mind, under the clear conviction 


of the impropriety of the needleſs ceremonies 


and ſalutations in which he had been educated, 
expoſed him to many ſufferings from his father, 
whoſe unkind treatment he endured with much 


his growth and advancement in religious expe- 


rience and preparation for further ſervice. 


We find no particular account of the time of 
his joining this religious ſociety; but that after 


much conffict of mind for three years, from the 


importance of the weighty ſervice, be came 


gon in the work of the miniſtry in the year 


738. His ſervice herein through the remain- 
ink part of his life was very great, his heart be- 
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This tended much to 
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3 

- N 

* 
9 


ing fully given up to do whatever his hands c H A r. 


hk e : 2 2 1 * | VIII. 
might find to do, as was evident from his own 5 


R expreſſions to ſome friends who viſited him in 1760, 
- his illneſs, whom he encouraged to faithfulneſs, 
; * ſaying, © that for the laſt twenty years, he had 
c never omitted one ſervice which had appear- 
= «ed to be his duty, and he had now the com- 
fort and ſatis faction thereof,“ or words to 
that effect; and his talents and qualifications 
> were employed to the glory of the Giver. 
In the fourth month, 1760, he ſet out to 
viſit friends in Buckinghamſhire and ſome parts 
adjacent, but being much indiſpoſed, he return- 
cd homewards, and was ſuddenly taken very 
ill at a friend's houſe at Uxbridge, during which 
he uttered the following expreſhons, © O my 
„Father, my Father! be pleated to be with 
| 5 « me in my affliction,” and ſaid he believed, | 
> © that his time in this world would be ſhort, and 
| > © that he ſhould die of his preſent illneſs, but 
c that he was reſigned to the will of provi- 
| + © dence, for he coveted not length of days, and 
woas eaſy in body and mind,” Being aſked 
bo he did, he ſaid, I am very weak in body, 
but J have a great Phyſician in heaven, who 
= *© 1s merciful to me in this Ulneſs.” At ano- 
ther time he ſaid, © if it pleaſed God, he had 
* rather die than live, unleſs he had any fur- 
« ther ſervice for him to do,” and he could re- 
joice ſaying, © O death, where is thy ſting? O 
* grave where 1s thy victory ?—the fling of 
* death is fin and the ſtrength of fin is the law; 
but thanks be to God who giveth us the vic- 
** tory.” Many friends from London and elſe- 
where went to viſit him, which he took very 
kindly, and to one of them he expreſſed him- 
ſelf in the following manner, I never coveted 
55 


cc 


« and ſtrong temptations of this world, which | 
however, as we are! obedient to the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, we ſhall be enabled to overcome; 
that in the concluſion they might have this 
anſwer of peace, this divine conſolation f 
mind; and it always appeared beſt to me, 0 
do this in great love and gentleneſs, ſo that _ 
J might perſuade not force them to Chriſt. 
When this time comes, it will be found hard 


cc 


66. 


= 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


 otherwile than it is. 
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riches nor power; and indeed if L had obtained | 
them, what could they, or all the friendſhips | 


of the world do for me now? Nothing but 


the teſtimony of a pure conſcience and the in. 
ward ſenſe of divine favour, can comfort my 
ſoul in theſe moments; and thanks be to my 
heavenly Father, I feel his ſupporting arm 
underneath, and it is a reſt indeed, a joy 
that overcomes all; it makes this bed ealy, _ 
and enables me to bear calmly and without 

complaint, the diſpenſations of his gracious | 

providence; I with for nothing to myſelf 
I accept with ſatisſac. 

tion and thanks the kindneſs of my friends; | 
in compliance with their requeſt, and think. | 
ing it my duty to do what may be in ny 
power, I take the medicines preſcribed, which, 
though it may not ſeem meet to providence 
in his wiſdom, to render inſtrumental in the 
reſtoration of health; yet through his blef- 
ſing, they have ſo far ſucceeded, as to remove 
the ſenſe of acute pain. To be thoughtful of 

and prepare for this trying time, have I fre- 
quently and earneſtly exhorted others ; not | 


without conſidering and knowing the many 


work, without any additional weight, to ſtrug- 


gle on a dying bed with the pangs of the 


wy body. 
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&« body. But how much more to be lamented c H a p. 


« js the condition of thoſe, whoſe conſciences 


« accuſe them with having enriched themſelves XC 


« by opprefling the poor and helpleſs; and 
„ when in an unprepared ſtate, after a life of 


425 
VIII. 


« rebellion and hardened in iniquity, ſuch muſt 


« fee] the terrors of a guilty mind, added to 
« the agonies of a periſhing body.” 
A friend who went to viſit him, the day be- 


fore his death, aſked him how he did; after a 


ſhort pauſe he ſaid, J am waiting for my great 
« change; O my Father, be pleaſed to be with 


“ me, and comfort me in my laſt moments.” 
The laſt words he was heard to ſpeak, were 
theſe, © There is a great God in heaven, who 


is Zion's king, O Zion, O Zion, O thou great 


« King of kings!” Soon after which he de- 


parted in great tranquillity and compoſure, aged 


about 51 years, having been a miniſter 22 


The tr eaty of Alx. la- Chapelle produced ra- 5 | 
ther a temporary ſuſpenſion of arms than a ſolid 
peace; for though peace appeared for a ſeaſon 


to be ſecured in Europe, hoſtilities between 


France and England were ſtill carried on both in 


America and the Eaſt-Indies, which in a few 


years involved England in another long and 
troubleſome war, which carried but a gloomy 
appearance at the beginning, the Engliſh re- 
ceiving ſundry defeats and diſappointments; but 


afterward they were more ſucceſsful and termi- 


nated the war with great advantage over their 
enemies. During the continuance thereof, and 
amidſt a train of ſucceſſes by ſea and land, the 


and 


Death of 


kin 


king died ſuddenly in the 77th year of his age, Georg II. 
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Dobbs, 
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c HAP. and 33d of his reign, October 2 1785 1760, much 
8 lamented by his ſubjecis. N 
— 


1760. 


8 1 


1 R . 1 4 D, 


Account f John Dose. Jol 4 ton. —Geors 
' Rooke, —A ffirmation-at made perpetual. 4. 


areſs to the King. e ant: of N Bewley 
| "Mar 'y OO, 


1739. 


Account of Cork, who although not engaged in the work 
John of the miniſtry; yet his fincerity and ſelf-denial, 
His peculiar ſufferings, his ſtedfaſtneſs, and con. 


tempt of worldly poſſeſſions in compariſon of 
eace of mind, appear to be too remarkable to 
— paſſed over unnoticed. 


world, being the eldeſt fon of Richard Dobbs 


Near Carrickfergus, a counſellor at law, and a | 


Juftice of peace of the county of Antrim, from 
whom as heir he was entitled to a conſiderable 
eſtate, of which he ſuffered himſelf to be de- 
prived purely for the ſake of religion. He po. 


ſeſſed from an early age, a thoughtful and virtu- 


ous turn of mind. W hen he was about elevel 


years of age, his father in anſwer to an . 3 
ona 
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PEOP LE carter QUAKERS. 


Afﬀer he had made a conſiderable pro- 


aveneſs of many of the ſtudents there, was quite 


1 Aisguſtful to him. At firſt he put himſelf i in the 
way of converſing with them, with a deſigu to 
uſe his beſt endeavours to reform them, but ſoon. 
1. found this to be labour loſt; and being uneaſy 
at bis company here, he obtained liberty of his 
father to return home. 
the « company of the country gentry, their con- 
duct and converſation became difagreeable to 


Here alſo lying open to 


him, particularly as they were accuſtomed to 


iadulge themlelves in drinking too freely; 
* herefore he withdrew from their company, 28 


thinking 


427 
nal enquiry, ſignifying that he intended to edu- CHAP. 
cate him * for the clerical order and he did not 
know but Jonny might obtain a biſhoprick.” 
be child hearing this, ſays within himſelf, 

. It is a weighty matter to take the care of 

other men's ſouls upon me, it is well, if I can 

* look well after my own.” _ 

e received an education in irterbrt ſuitable 
to his rank in life, and the ſtation he was deſign- 
ed for. 

fl ciency in the Latin and Greek languages at 
ſchool, he was removed to the univerfity at Ox- 
ford, and applied himſelf to the ſtudy of phy- 
fe. But being all along of a religious diſpoſi- 
tion, the looſe converſation of his companions 
both at ſchool and the univerſity was irkſome to 
him. When he was on his road to Oxford, he 
et with a difcouraging obſervation from a per- 
on, with whom he caſually fell into company at 

E York, who remarked that there were many gen- 

1 Hemen, who were afraid of ſending their ſons 
I thither, leſt they ſhould be corrupted; and he 

found chere was too much ground for the obſer- 
3 vation; tor when he came to Oxford, the pro- 
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deration and temperance preſcribed by the 


1739. golpel. 


tisfaction 1 in Others. 


Dockwra, a 


Thus actuated by religious motives in circum. 


ſpection and ſelf-denial fo to order his converſa. 
tion in this life, as to obtain everlaſting feliciiy 
in that which is to come, he conceived an aver. 
fon to an inordinate latitude in conduct, while 
innocence and integrity of life, was what he en. 
dea voured after himſelf, and obſerved with fa. 
This diſpoſition drew him 
to look upon the people called Quakers in a | 
favourable light, obſerving their chaſte conver. | 
ſation coupled with fear. 
Dorothy Dobbs, having joined with thoſe peo. 
ple, gave him an opportunity both to rema 


their eircumſpect walking, and to peruſe ſeveralof 


go to their meetings. 
deſire to hear their miniſtry; 
this time appointed a meeting at Carrickfergus, 


John went thither, and was ſo effectually reach: 
ed by his miniſtry, and convinced of the truth 


of his doarine, that from this time he joined ths . A 


ſociety, and continued ſteadfaſt in community 
with them, through many ſevere trials. 


def Apen people, found great alteration in tbeit 
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CHAP, thinking their practice inconfiſtent with the mo. | 


And his mother | 


er 


For he, who had been a favourite of the f.. dhe 1: 


mily till now, upon his attaching himſelf to this 


F his dec 
; 3 * courſe 


| houſe, 
and 10 
tain tis 


him g 


that d 
3 3 nor di 

their writings on religious ſubjects. But till the jury x 

19th year of his age, although he had an eſteen 
tor many of thoſe he had knowledge of, yet he | 
declined the thoughts of entering into their | 
community, his father having threatened to 

turn any of his children out of doors, that ſhould | 
John, at length, from the 
peruſal of their writings, being impreſſed with a 
and Thomas 
friend from England, having about 


E- been | 
all his 


His fat 


1 and ne 
ſionate 
2 nance, 


tion, 


bk houſe, 

went 

| 3 with ( 

greſs! 
1 turnec 


F tion, 


His 
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no- 4 3 Conduct toward him, eſpecially in that of his c H a P. 
the | father, who firſt endeavoured by perſuaſion and IX. 


1739. 


| 3 flattering promiſes to . Og off from them ; 
m. but he who had choſen the. profeſſion of truth, 
fa. | 3 as it appeared to him, upon the beſt motives 
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ſa. = = courſe to rougher means, and treated him with 


ity | Z and cleareſt conviction, durſt not act contrary {BY 
er. to the conviction of his conſcience, on any | 
lle 3 worldly conſideration. His father exaſperated by | 
oy I his declining to comply with his defire, had re- | ii 
1 
1 


um j great ſeverity, keeping him a priſoner in his 

bouſe, above half a year, in the years 1683, 
Fg KS and 1684, during which confinement, at a cer- 
hor tain time meeting him with his hat on, he beat 
0. him grievouſly on the head with bis cane, to 
a that degree, that he fell into a fever upon it; 
Iof F nor did he ever entirely get the better of the 1 in 
the | 3 ; Jury received thereby. His mother, who had 

"= been his conſtant friend and protectreſs under 
be all his hardſhips, died while he was yet young. 
ern © His father would not admit him into his preſence, 
ts | 2 and now having none in the family to compal 
ud ſionate his caſe, or give him the leaſt counte- 
he | 8 = nance, and ſeeing no likelihood of a reconcilia- 
TY tion, he thought it beſt to leave his father's 
- | houſe, where his preſence was diſagreeable, and 


3 7 went to London, where he learned chymiſtry 


. 
1 4 
| { 

: I 
1 4 
: 

4 T1 
H 
188 
5 
+538 
'T 
it} 
19 
14533 
1 9 
1 
1 
$i 1 

2 be. 
wn” 
11 
1 
1% 
1 
=o 
.: 

1 

1 
. 

0 4] 
ih 

4 + 8 
II 
1 
: [> 
1 
TH 

| of s 1 
[4B] 

. © 

3 TH 

o 
; 

5 
1 
1 

1 
Hs 
+464 
+44 

1:6 

1: 
iFF 

4 +8 
14 
82. 
Ws. 

135 1 

1 7 

+1438 

|} + 
4 

+4 

1 
1 

1 1 
i 

145 ö 
* 1 
1 

1 h 

. i $388 
7 

of | 

3 - 9 

11.358 
£ 
# 3 

1 
4 

17 
14 

1 
oF / 

1 

0 N 

1 
1 

P's $5 
4 F+ 

3 


155 
11 
4 "0 
65. þ 
. 1 7 
| = 
4 F 1 
9 
} & 
| 2 
F — l ' By ; 
Sas OY 
177930 4 
* i! = 19. 
i | 
1 1 
{114 
= i 1 
L 4 bl 
i 


- with Charles Marſhall, and made a further pro- 
eh. 1 * greſs i in the ſtudy of phyſic, after which he re- 


1th turned to Ireland, and practiſed it with reputa- 
tion, good ſucceſs and ons chriſtian charity to 

the poor. | 

bf His father remained. unreconciled to him to 

½yͤ = the laſt, and by his will diſinherited him, leav- 
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his ing his eſtate of ſeveral hundreds per annum, to 
lein his younger ſon, and « cut bim off with 10. per 


annum, 


430 


IX. 


HISTORY or 


c AP. annum, during life, to keep him (as he expreſſ. 


THE 


ed it) from ſtarving, or relying on theſe ſeducing 


1739 people. This pittance was but indifferenth 


own conſcience; 


ter œconomiſt, tac 


# 


paid by his brother, to whoſe prodigality the 
income of the whole was inadequate, whereby | 
he involved the eſtate; but his ſon, being a bet. 
doubled his uncles 
; annuity, and paid it punctually. | : 

His integrity, his conſiſtent and circumſpect 
converſation gained him much reſpect and af. 


fection amongſt his friends, by ſome of whom he 


recovery of the family eſtate, as his birth right, 


which he preferred to all worldly poſſeſſions, in 


this firſt ſtep of litigation, he put a flop to al 
further proceedings, and rather choſe to confide 


in God without it. 


Hle retained his integrity to the laſt period of 
a long life, in faithfulneſs toward God, and a 
blameleſs converſation among men. 
given up all that the world reckons valuable, to. 
yield obedience to the diſcoveries of Chriſt in his 
he was favoured 1n return 


with what all the world cannot purchaſe, ſolid 


peace of mind, and the internal teſtimony of an 
approving conſcience, 
whereof, he little regarded how little noiſe the 
world made about him, being a man who de. 
clined popularity, and was more in ſubſtance | 
than appearance. Bonus efſe maluit quam habert, 

He aimed not ſo much to appear a good man, 


under the poflethon 


as to be one. At the age of 80 he terminated 


Aa well ſpent lite, and bis laſt moments a 
' 


Having 


was urged to have recourſe to the law for the 


and aſhſtance offered him for that purpoſe. | 
| Whereupon he commenced proceedings at law; 
but not feeling that inward peace with Cbrit, — 
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ed an affecting inſtance of that ſerenity, thank-c HAP. 


fulneſs and joy, wherewith the true chriſtian 
takes his final leave of this world, in full affur- 
ance of going to live for ever in a better. 


This year, John Aſhton of Killconinmore, in 741. 
the county of Tipperary, died in the 80th year Account of 


of his age; a man, who, though not eminent for: 
great and ſhining parts, was a bright and ſhin- 
ing light in the country where he reſided; of 
great humility and fervour of ſpirit, for the pro- 
motion of piety; much beloved and eſteemed by 
his neighbours and friends. 


He was born in Cheſhire, and brought to Ire- 
land when a child by his parents, who educated 
him according to the way of the church of 
England, of which he continued a member till 
near the 40th year of his age. Being defirous 


of farther diſcoveries of the knowledge of God 


and way of ſalvation, he with his wife went to 
a meeting of friends at Birr, when both of them 


were convinced by the powerful and efficacious 


miniſtry of Thomas Wilſon ; and were obedient 
to the manifeſtation of truth 1n their hearts. 


Coming out of the meeting they ſaid to each 


other, © The way of everlaſting happineſs has 
* been clearly laid down before us, and we are 
« reſolved to walk in it, come life or come 
3 Ui ao gr Oates 
Not long after he was thrown into priſon, for 
his chriſtian teſtimony againſt tithes, where he 
was kept fix months, which he bore with exem- 
plary patieace and reſignation ; and being al- 
ways uſed to induſtry and an enemy to idleneſs, 
he learned to make gariering and laces, for his 
{upport during his impriſonment. 
nes When 
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hare" ran nerally walking thither on foot, about ſeven 


1941. 


HISTORY or THE 
W hen at liberty 


attended the meeting at Birr twice a week, ge- 


miles of a very bad road, having a river to wade 
through both going and returning. In winter 
in croſſing this river, they ſometimes had the 


ice to break, and John frequently wept to ſee 
the blood on his wife's legs in Ong through 


It. : 
This good man took great pains to get tra- 
velling friends to appoint meetings at his houſe; 


and then would ride ſeveral miles, often in the 
night in winter weather, to acquaint people 


of it ; which labour of bis was bleſſed, many 


coming to the meetings, and ſeveral being con- 
vinced thereat. 
ſettled there, which ſoon grew larger than that 

i of Birr, out of which it ſprung. 


In a little time a meeting was 


At the time of his joining this ſociety, he was 


but low in his worldly circumſtances; but 


through induſtry and the bleſſing of heaven he 
grew rich, and did abundance of good, being 
fingularly hoſpitable and charitable, W to 


diſtribute, willing to communicate. : 
About the 62 year of his age, his mou: h was 

opened in a 
which he faithfully laboured for the ſtirring up 


public teſtimony for truth, in 
the pure mind, and encouraging that which was 
good in all; and was zealouſly concerned 
againſt vanity and pride. 

In the year 1733, be went to the yearly 
meeting at London, and from thence paid a re- 


ligious viſit to ſeveral meetings in different 


counties in England, as alſo to the meetings of 
friends 1 in een £ 
e 


he and his wife conſtantly 
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| He was helpful and ſerviceable in viſiting the c H a p. 
families, throughout the extenfive monthly meet. 
ing ſ of which he was a member; his heart and 
> houſe were always open to receive friends; he 
was a mourner with the afflicted, and fall of 
compaſſion to the poor, by whom his death was 
greatly lamented. 
S This year, died George Rooke of Dublin He 1742. 
was the ſon of Thomas Rooke of Boulton, in Cum- 83 of 
berland. He had been educated in the church of Rooks. 
2 England, but about the 20th year of his age, being 
convinced of the truth of the doctrine preached 
by John Greaves, a miniſter among the people 
called Quakers, he joined himſelf in lociety 
with them. About the 25th year of his age, 
bis mouth was opened in public teſtimony ; and 
be became engaged to travel abroad in the work 
of the miniftry,'zealouſly and cheerfully devot- 
ing his ſtrength and youthful days, to the pro- 
pagation of the goſpel, and promotion of truth 
and righteouſneſs in the earth. In the year 
1679, he travelled on foot to Scotland on this 
account, accompanied by Peter Fearon. In the 
| © year 1681, he viſited friends in all their meet- 
> 1ngs in Scotland a ſecond time, and the ſame 
pear came to Ireland, and viſited moſt of the 
meetings of friends through the nation, as he 
did allo in the year 1684. Some time after his 
return, viſiting: friends in Weſtmorland and 
Durham, he had a meeting at Stockton, where the 
mayor of the town ſent one of his officers to bring 
George before him, and when he came tender- 
ed him the oaths of allegiance and ſnpremacy : but 
= becauſe George for conſcience-fake refuſed to 
© ſwear, the mayor would have had him enter in- 
$ to bonds for his good behaviour, and to appear 
at the next Quarter Seſſions. George told bim, 
For. IV. Bs tk 6 « he 
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HA“ he was already bound to good behaviour,” Þ 7 1 
IX. The mayor aſking him whether he had been be-] 44} 
"1742 fore a juſtice of peace, he anſwered, “No, | 
« but J am bound by my principle to be. 
«© have myſelf towards the king and all his 
« ſubjects, as becomes a chriſtian.” But as 
George perſiſted to refuſe to enter mto bonds, 
the mayor committed him to Durham yall, where 
he continued till the Seſſions, when he was 
again committed and kept priſoner about a month 
longer, becauſe for conſcience- ſake he could no 
JJV RTOTIa odd, 
In the year 1685, he viſited friends of Ireland 
a third time, and again in 1686, when he mar. 
ried and ſettled in Limerick. He continued to 
travel abroad in the exerciſe of his gift; and 
indeed his miniſtry appears to have been clear 
and convincing, even among ſtrangers, of which 
an inſtance occurred in his travels through 
Wales, at a meeting at Haverfordweſt, one of his 
hearers, who had a right of the preſentation ofa | 
pariſh, was ſo far affected by his preaching as to | 
make him an offer of it: but he was not one of | 
thoſe miniſters, who ſeek for reward or ſuppor | 
Eo: at por ales le t v3 oranges 
He continued to reſide in Limerick, in the 
years 1689 and 1690, in the troubleſome times 
of the wars between king William and king 
James, and during the firſt ſiege; but before the 
ſecond fiege, while James's army had pol| 
ſeſſion of the city, he removed with his fam) | 
to Cumberland, but notwithſtanding theſe trov | = grity 
bles, he {till continued laborious and ferventu] his en 
ſpirit, in viſiting the meetings of friends, and in of h 
the year 1692, again viſited the brethren in Scot | niſtr 
land. CERES 
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In the year 1693, he returned to Ireland, and c H Ar. 


ſettled in Dublin, where he continued to reſide 
the remaining part of his life, during which 
time, he frequently viſited friends of the three pro- 
vinces; and ſometimes thoſe in England and 
Wales, and was frequently at the yearly meet- 
ing of London. 

He was a very diligent attender of meet- 
ings of worſhip and diſcipline, until diſabled by 
infirmity of body. He was a man of good un- 
derſtanding, though but little ſchool learning; 
of a {ſweet temper; in converſation pleaſant and 
affable; an affectionate huſbaud and father; a 
tender and ſympathiſing vititer of the fick: he 
was a diligent and faithful miniſter, and his la- 


bours were often crowned with ſucceſs, to the 


convincement of ſeveral, and the edification 
and eſtabliſhment of others. 


treme old age; in prayer living, reverent, 
weighty and conciſe: in his deportment meet. 


and humble, not elevated by kis gifts and good 


ſervices; far from being defirous of exerciſing 
lordſhip over God's heritage, frequently declar- 
ing, that he did not judge miniſters to be of an 
order above other men, and that he and all 


others in the miniſtry ought willingly to refer 


their doctrine to the divine witneſs in the con- 
ſciences of the hearers. He was a diligent read- 
er of the holy ſcriptures, and iu his preaching a 
faithful qunter of them: he retained his inte- 
grity, as well as underſtanding aud memory to 


his end, and departed this life in the 91ſt year 


ot his age, aud about the 67th of his mi- : 


niſtry, 


PF 2 


In the exerciſe of 
his gift he was clear, folid and lively, even to ex- 
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HIS OKYy OFTHE: 


Ibis year, there being apprehenſions of an 
intended invaſion of England from France, 
friends drew up an addreſs to the king ſignify. 


ing their fidelity and good affection to his perſon 
and governmeut, which was as follows. 


To George II. King of Great Britain and the 


Dominions thereunto belonging. 
The humble Addreſs of his Proteſtant ſubjets 


the Sg called Quakers, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, 


We 1 dutiful and peaceable ſubjects, with 


hearts truly ſenſible of the many bleſſings and 


privileges we enjoy under thy paternal care 
© and protection, beg leave at this critical con- 
* juncture (when thy dominions are threatened 
with an 1avaſion in favour of a popiſh preten- 


der) to expreſs our ſincere and hearty abhor- | 


« rence of all plots and confpiracies againſt 85 


perſon and government. 


55 ee, 10 continue unſhaken in theſe ſenti. 


* Duty, gratitude and intereſt unite to engaz 


© us in a firm attachment to thy royal perſon, 


and the proteſtant ſucceſſion in thy illuſtrious 
< houſe; and we are determined, by divine al. 


ments, and conformable to our known princi- 
* ples to do the utmoſt in our power for promot- 
ing the peace and welfare of this nation. 

* The kind indulgence granted us by the le- 


* giſlature in our religious ſcruples, the free ac- | 


< ceſs we have had tothe ſeveral chief governors 
of this kingdom ſince thy acceſſion to the 
* throne, and the readineſs ſhewn for our re- 
lief, whereof we retain the moſt grateful ns 

lively 


A 


Aa, 
- 
WL 
yy 
FA 1 
AS 
21 
999 
9 
n 
2 
? ut 
woof”! 
1 
3 75 
ont 
3 
. 
+3 44 4 
of Ho 
5 Wh 
L100 
1 
OFT 
be 2: 
a 
"WAY 

FART 
14 
"on 
og 

ITE 
8 

* 

2 by 
9 
11 1% 
6 BY 
4 
3 

* 

2 

{i 

5 

9 
* fs. 
+3 

FE 

Rd 
5 
3 
** 

4 *%. 
72 
— IIA 

AY Y 
9 

* 7 

3 

1 

1 
We 
e 235 

= 5 

7 
7 
4 Y 

23 

8 2 

F 

(4 

TIES 

. 
. 
5 

eg 

Wt 

3 : 
3 
* 4 
7 

A 

HOWE. 


PS 


* 
ol 
„ 


285 
* — 
* 
3 
8 0 
Bt 
SETS. 

* 2 
: oo 

1 OS: 
NES __ 
* . 
r 
REL 
FF 
. 
CESS 

: We 
8 
7. 
* 
| 5 
y x 
2 


5 - 1 


A 


mig 
* ren 
* pea 
* pro 


© thre 


ſpri 
futu 


Sig 
ple, t 
1744 


Th 
an 4 
and 
vernn 
paſſec 
and te 
parlia 
venie 
al of 1 
the f. 
When 
yearly 


ing h 
ſolicit 


PEOPLE catizy QUAKERS 437 


MM lively ſenſe, lay us under additional obligati- c H a p. 
5. ons of duty and fidelity. 8 
a May the fame divine providence, chat de- 1744. 

f eated the attempts of the enemies of our con- 
ſiſtitution in the rebellion againſt thy royal fa- 
ge © © ther, and which had lately protected thee in 
> < jmminent danger, preſerve thee and thy royal 
family fromthe wicked deſigns of all your ene- 
mies, whether foreign or domeſtic. May the Al- 
mighty guide thy councils by his wiſdom, and 
render them effectual for the re- eſtabliſhment of 
« peace and tranquillity, and grant thee a long and 
« proſperous reign over us. May the Britiſh 
© throne be always filled with one of thy royal off- 
ſpring, to tranſmit the bleſſings we enjoy to 
future ages.“ 
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Signed in Dublin, in behalf of the ſaid peo- | 
ple, the 31ſt of the hirft month, called March, 
y FI 1744 
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The act of parliament for granting friends 
nu, an affirmation in all, except criminal caſes, 

| and for qualifying for places under the go- 
vernment, and ſerving on juries, which was 
palled in the year 1736, was only temporary, 
and to expire at the end of the enſuing ſeſſion of 
parliament, the. preſent time was thought con- 
= venient to make early application for a renew- 
al of the {aid act, without limitation of time, in 
the ſame manner as friends elſewhere enjoy it. 
+ > Wherefore the friends who attended the laſt 1745. 
he] yearly meeting at London did there wait on the Affirmati- 
fe. carl of Cheſterheld, the lord heutenant, requeſt- 2 ned. © Ter 
nd] ing his advice and friendſhip in our intended 
ly > lolicitation, which he with great cheerfulneſs 

2 granted 
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c H A p. granted them, and on his arrival here encou- 


IX. 


— — 
1746. 


1747. 


Account of 


Mungo 
Bewley, 


HISTORY or Tus 


raged friends to petition the Houſe of Com- 
mons, this ſeſſion, for ſuch an act as aforeſaid, 
which they accordingly did with good ſucceſs, 
for it paſled both bouſes, nemine contradicente, 
and obtained the royal aſſent.“ 

This year died Mungo Bewley, fon of Tho- 
mas and Margaret Bew ley, of Woodhall in Cum- 
berland, from whence he came over to this 


kingdom, and ſettled at Edenderry in the King's 


County. He was favoured in his youth with a 
tender viſitation of the love of God, and mani- 
felted early a fervent zeal for divine worſhip 
in the following inſtance: among his papers 


was found one which he wrote during the time | 
of his apprenticeſhip, requeſting of his maſter | 


either to have his work previouſly allotted to 


him, in order that he might make preparation 


againſt the time of the week-day meeting, or 
that he might be allowed when his apprentice. 
ſhip expired to pay for ſo much time as he 


ſhould have ſpent at meetings: and he grew and | 


proſpered in the ſaving knowledge of the truth 
accordingly, and not long after his coming over 


to Ireland, a diſpenſation of the goſpel was com- | 


mitted unto him, whereof he became an enu- 
nent miniſter, freely devoting himſelf to ſpend 
and be ſpent for the promotion of piety in the 
earth, being diligent in the exerciſe of his gilt 


both at home and abroad, having viſited friends | 


in the ſervice of the goſpel in England, Scotland, 

W ales, Holland and America. 
He adorned his miniſtry by a grave and ſolid 
behaviour; he was allo. a man of good under- 
ſtandivg, 


F.£ or the words of the Affirmation, ſee page 260 this vol. 
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ſtanding, zealous in chriſtian diſcipline, and ſer- c HA p. 


viceable in viſiting the families of friends; a man 


IX. 


— cm 


of integrity and firmneſs, induſtrious in buſloeſs: 1747. 


upright in his dealings, and careful in the reli- 
gious education of his children; cheerful and 
edifying in converſation, compaſſionate and li- 
peral to the afflicted; a nurſing father to young 
travellers in the way to Zion, yet not haſty to 
lay hands ſuddenly on 00 as were more in 
ſhew than ſubſtance, being of a diſcerning ſpirit; 
and notwithſtanding theſe 900d qualifications, he 
was very humble-minded with reſpect to him- 
ſelf. 


He continued lively in the exerciſe of his 


gift to the laſt, finiſhing his chriſtian courſe in 
the 7oth year of his age, and about the 40th 


of his miniſt 

In the year 17 57, the ſociety in general and 
friends of Ireland in particular met with a con- 
ſiderable loſs in the ſudden removal of a very 
eminent miniſter of the female ſex, Mary the 
wite of Samuel Neale, formerly Mary Peiſley. 


She was born the 19th of 9th month, 171), 
Queen's County, of 


near Mountrath in the 
parents who were members of this religious 
lociety. 

In her early days ſhe was a lover of gaiety 
and vanity ; but being favoured with the vifi- 
tation of divine love, ſhe gave up to the hea- 


venly viſion, and was enabled to take up the 
croſs to her natural propenſities, and finally to 
obtain the victory over the temptations under 


which youth are too apt to fall, the wut and 
pride of life. 


From the time of this effectual ice of 
W to 0 her ſoul, few adhered with more ſteadi- 
neſs 


1757. 


ccount of 


Mary 
Peiſley. 
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CH a ?.neſs to his guidance, nor endured a variety of 


IX. 


1757. 


probations with more patient reſignation. Hav. 
ing received a gift in the miniſtry, ſne became 


a veſſel of honour in the maſter's houſe; and 
being reverenily, watchfully and lvelily exer. 


ciſed therein, ſhe became a ſhining ornament in 
the church, and an uſeful member of the ſocieiy 
where her lot was caſt, Yet through religious 
fear, ſhe was particularly careful of appearing 
too forward; ſo that her offerings were like 


fruit in its ſeaſon, to the honour of the Lord aud | 


to the edification of his church. She was a di- 
ligent labourer in ſpirit for the ſubjection of ſelf, 
and the prevalence of divine life; and as ſhe 


was very careful to riſe up in chat life, ſo was 
ſhe likewiſe to fit down in it. 


lidity and patient waiting upon the Lord in 
meetings were very exemplary, ſtriking the be. 


holders with awful lolemnity. 


The equable tenor of her ſpirit and uniformi- 
ty of her conduct in the common occurrences of 
life were truly edifying to thoſe who were ac- 
quainted with her; her deportment being 


' weighty, and her words few but fitly ſpoken, 


evidencing that her converſation was in hea- 


ven, and tending to draw the minds of others 


thitherward. She was often drawn forth in the 
pure love of God, to adminiſter a word in due 


ſeaſon in the tages of friends, particularly to 


the youth. In the diſcipline of the church, her 
lervices were great; ſo that, though young in 


the miniſtry, ſhe. flood i in the authority of truth 
as an elder, and as a pillar in the Lord's houle, 
bearing the weight of oppoſition from perverſe 
ſpirits, withous giving w ay; the divine power 
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f | 7 being her ſhield, and the munition of rocks the c H a p. 
- | Z habitation of her ſoul. „„ IX. 
e | * Under a lively concern for the welfare and "> 
d | 7? honour of every part of the ſociety, ſhe was at FAT: 
- | > times qualified to impart ſuitable counſel to her 
n > brethren and ſiſters engaged in the miniſtry and 
5 | 7 diſcipline, © That they might have a fingle eye 
4 to the glory of God, to prefer his ſervice be- 
« fore their own, and to get their days work 
« well done in the day-time.” She freely gave 
herſelf up to ſpend and be ſpent, and to paſs 
through various perils by ſea and land. She 
twice viſited the meetings of friends throughout 
the kingdom of Ireland; once thoſe through 
England; and once viſited friends on the con- 
tinent of America; much to the ſatisfaction of 
the viſited in thoſe parts, as appears from the ac- 
counts received concerning her ſervices. 
Soon after her return from America, our 
dear friend Samuel Neale and ſhe laid their in- 
tentions of marriage before the monthly meet- 
ing of Mountmelick, to which ſhe belonged; 
after which ſhe found a concern on her mind 
to join in a viſit to the families of friends 
tbroughout that extenſive monthly meeting. 
After ſhe had performed this ſervice, ſhe re- 


2 2 „ 2 
- » wn Hm 7 3 — — —_— 
x 2 — ' a — 
r e e 5 Ye Co. 
5 « wow - l 


— Op > es _ — atie PIR * RK 2 a. 
Y — oa _ — — 
— : _—— — 
— he — 
= = 


— * 


SE ee ni OE nr re 
A A LESLIE INE, PEERS 0 
— — wage aignrcee ied 


2 2 2 rr >. _ 2 
— .. ne TI ug IT PR er Fs ns 4. 
= * * - * . no, — — — — — 

== — _ - . —.— | | ny 

\ > 


D e 
— 


— — 
2 


MM 
} 
| 

8 

15 

a! i 

4 10 
! 
» 

11 U 
1 
1 
{+ q 
t! 1 

1 
U 
4 
. 


bp — 
— — 


„ 
4 * - 8 3 2 4 Y . 2 — : . - 2 * » 6 2 * me * * 
6 : NY ON 4 = BE - K 8 — 3 4 OW, WEE 7 ENDS 3 - 3 * 8 * 
tx 4 2 2 8 . * 1. 0 J Coo td i ET RET 3 Eo Ct ae Ts 8 3 8 
e r S 2 A TT 23 IO, per Ss 3 N A n 3 % 
555 3 e e E ß d K St I ns r a 46 


Ee wn nin Fe Jae 


ben 


G 
e turned home; and on the 17th day of 3d 
e | month 1757, on a fifth day of the week, ſhe was 
married to our aforeſaid friend in the meeting 
f of Mountrath. Samuel appeared in a very 
i | | Hhvely teſtimony at the beginning of the meeting, 
and at the concluſion in fervent ſupplication. 
The evening before the day of their marriage, in 
a religious fitting at her mother's houſe, Samu- 
el was concerued to ſpeak of the benefit of lay- 
ing hold of every opportunity of renewing our 
N FR ſtrength 


442 
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CHAP. FOTO as the only way to lay up treaſure 


1757. 


incident to this uncertain ſtage. 


ing of the marriage-day, in a like opportunity, 
Mary 


which having finiſhed, he appointed a ſabbath. 


day of reſt; and that there were preſent, Who 
would in a ſhort time ceaſe from their labours, | 


and enjoy the ſabbath of reſt. Thus remark- 


ably did they "PER - to their own particular ö 
ſtates. 9 
On the night, of ſeventh day the 19th of 
the month, ſhe was ſeized with a violent pain in 
her ſtomach; notwithſtanding which ſhe lay | 
quiet and ſtill' ! in a retired awful frame of mind, 
which clearly manifeſted her triumph over death N 
About half an hour before 
her departure, her pain being taken away, ſhe | 
ſatd; 41 praiſe thy name, O my God, for this | 
after which ſhe breathed ſhorter | 
and ſhorter, and quietly departed without ſigh | 
or groan, like one falling into a ſweet ſleep, 
doubtleſs to enjoy that ſabbath of reſt, for which | 


hell and the grave. 


1 85 favour;” 


ſhe fo ardently longed. 


On fifth day, the 24th af ch mb ber 4 


corps was taken to the meeting-houſe in Mount. 


rath, where a large concourſe attended, many | 
of whom had been preſent at her marriage ol | 


that day week. A ſolemn meeting was held on 


the occaſion ; many teſtimonies were borne in | 


lively manner, to the circumſpect life, holy zeal, 


undaunted courage and faithful ſervices of this | 
eminent inſtrument in the Lord's hand, to pub- 


liſh his truth amongſt the nations. At the conclu- 


4 3 bon, h 
againſt the day of trouble and diſappointments | 
On the even- 


was led to deſcribe how the Almighty | 
formed the great works of creation in fix days, 
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, 3 bon, her late dear companion kneeled down by c HA ;. 
the coffin that contained the remains of his IX. 
a ; J moſt beloved earthly treaſure, and prayed to 1757. 
„ God the Father in the demonſtration of the 
) ſpirit and baptizing power of the Son. At the 
8, L grave he likewiſe bore a lively teſtimony to the 
1 I people, another friend concluded the opportu- 
I [nity in prayer, when the body was committed 
„ to its original duſt; the ſpirit having returned 
k- | to God who gave it, to enjoy the reward of her 
ar J Z vel ſpent life in che regions of eternal glory. 

' = She died at the age of 39 years, ed been 
A E miniſter about 14 years.“ 
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»The account of this valuable woman would 
3 dcubtleſs have been much more fully given, had not my 

: : father been ſuddenly called from works to rewards. 

From the knowledge I had of my father's very great 

| E reſpect for her memory, I wiſhed it to have been 
N 7 given very fully; I therefore applied to our dear 
friend Samuel Neale, for materials to ſupply the de- 

fects in the printed teſtimony, which he intended 
5 | ſending to me, when he likewiſe received a ſummons 

to enter into the joy of his Lord; whom he had for 

; a long courſe of years ſerved with fidelity; he died a 
the 27th of 2d month, 1792. 


— re FF OI VERIFIES . — 
res 3 . — — area 9 r * N 
. > — — at — * 


„ — D * 


1 
14: 8 
» U a 
4 [6 © 8 
f Th 
14 1s 
1 + 
1 
11 
[ F . 
\ 1611 
4 £ by 
#1 | 
1 54 
1 $i 
. { 1 4 


JG 


Jehn Gough, junior. 


3 
7 
n 4 I 3 5 : 3 e 
I EIS TananK Es ts ng rs rw Ns 
Sf REI EE en on tne 


CHAP. 


wy 
m5 
ST 


Ld 
; : 3 >) 4 8 > bd” R 
3 , . SIR. r 
a Co I ĩͤ I PAP F. g 3 £20 BH 4" 8 
. e S S e * 


3 ; 
SB SAS J 
BITE Ws; 


2 
wy 
4 
oh 
ATE 
5 
ER 
he: 
„t 
8 
7 
RY 
Th BY. 
2 05 7 
1 
* 54 
EX 
9%. 
1 
1 
2 . 
7 
c 
0 


444 


CHAP. 
1 oy 


—=— firſt mmiſters, whoſe love to mankind, and de- x 


tinued ſteadfaſt in their 
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G H A * X. 
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Some Convincement in the Iſland of Tortola.— Jo- 
mas Chalkley wifits the Iſland and dies there — 
The next Tear John Cadwallader and John E,. 


 taugh viſit it and die there —Account of Th. 


mas Chalkley.— Account of fohn Eftaugh and 
Jo Cadwallader. 


15. the early times of this footy, the iſlands 


in the Weſt Indies were viſited by ſome of their 


ſire to promote their greateſt intereſts, even thoſe 


of immortality, and everlaſting life, were ſtrong 
enough to draw them through perils by ſea, and 


perils by land, to publiſh the goſpel of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, as the true light that enlighteneth every 


man that cometh into the world, whereby ſeve- 
ral were convinced of the truth of their doc- 
trine, and converted to righteouſneſs, m Barba- 
does, Jamaica, Antigua, &c. many of theſe con- 
principles, and in an 
humble, ſelf-denying lite, till their death. But 
profanity and diſſipation of manners, having too 


much the aſcendency over the generality of the | 
inhabitants of the iſlands, the diſcipline of the 


croſs of Chriſt preached up and Was 1 in by 
the 
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the faithful miniſters and members amongſt the c HAP. 
people called Quakers, was too rigid or too con- N. 
tdemptible for the people in general, and ſome 
of the deſcendants of friends in particular to ſub- 
mit to; and ſome families of this ſociety hav- 
ing removed to England, their number is ſo 
greatly decreaſed, that few, if any of this pro- 
feſſion, are now reſident in theſe iſlands, and the 
viſits thereto have become leſs frequent of later 
years than formerly. VCC 

Yet about the year 1740, account was receiv- 1740. 
ed of a convincement in ſome of the Virgin San cen 
iſlands, particularly the iſland of Tortola, in Tortola. 
which by the following paragraph of the year- 
ly epiſtle of that year, appears to have been the 
effect rather of internal conviction, than of in- 
ſtrumental or miniſterial labour, viz. It hath 
« pleaſed the Lord by the inſhinings of the di- 
vine light, to viſit the inhabitants of ſome 
= © 1flands, where no ſettled meetings of friends 
have formerly been, to the bowing and ten- 
= © dering of ſome of their hearts, as in the firſt 
gs | = © breaking forth, and morning of our day; 

= © and to incline them to aſſemble together, and 

«* ſilently wait in ſpirit and in truth upon the 
Lord, their Redeemer, the unerring teacher, 
* who teacheth bis people to profit, and lead- 
eth them by the way that they ſhould go.“ 

Amongſt others, who were here convinced of 
the inward principle of light and grace, and ſub- 
mitted to profeſs themſelves of, and to paſs un-. 
der the contemptible denomination of Quakers, 
was John Pickering, governor of the iſland, who 
cContinued a faithful member of this community 
to his death; and after his deceaſe his family 
removed to England. e 
dae The 
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CHAP. 
X. 


1740. 


1741. 


1742. 


4741. 


Account of Southwark, of honeſt and religious parents, who | 


'Thomas 


Chalkley, 


_ that while he was yet a child, he could not for. 


and took the ſacred name in vai, by putting 


both by example and precept to train him uf 


religious care in his education, through the d. 
vine bleſſing and aſſiſtance, had a good effect, 


turn of thought and of behaviour, an abhorrence 


HISTORY or THz 


The report of this convincement reaching the | 8 


ears of friends on the continent of America, and 


in Great Britain, the minds of ſome were en. levitie 
gaged in goſpel love to viſit them, confirm ang 
ſtrengthen them in their purſuit after true reli. 
gion and righteouſneſs. Thomas Chalkley from 
Philadelphia was the firſt who went on this go. 


pel errand, in the year 1741; and was the net 
year followed by John Cadwallader from Abing. 
don, and john Eſtaugh from Haddonheld, Pen. 
ſylvania. Theſe friends were received with 
gladneſs, and treated with affectionate kindnej; | 
by thoſe they went to viſit, amongſt whom he 
miniſterial labours were very conlolatory, | 
ſtrengthening and edifying; but this iſland ſeem: | 
ed unfavourable to their conſtitutions; they all 
three laid down their lives there in peace, and in 
the beſt ſervice, m which a man can be eu. 
gaged. 

Thomas Chalkley was N in the betwongh of | 


being of the people called Quakers, brought hm | 
up in the ſame ſociety, and were very careful | 


in the ſobriety becoming his profeſſion. This | 


as he was very early tinctured with a ſerious | 
of profane and wicked expreſſions, inſomuch 
bear to reprove ſuch boys as uſed ill language, 


them in mind of the third commandment, ſome 


of whom would receive his reproof in good par, 


and ſome with pt and deriſion. 10 
| Vet 
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levities incident to youth, by the world reckon- 
ed harmleſs; but (by the convictions of divine 
grace manifeſted to his underſtanding,) tending 
to divert and alienate the minds of youth from 
the due remembrance and awful regard of their 
Creator. Awakened by theſe convictions, he 
was reclaimed from ſuch practices and pleaſures, 
as he found were afterwards productive of pain- 
ful ſenſations to his ſoul, and was enabled to bear 
the croſs in chriſtian patience and ſelf denial in 


his youthful days. As he grew up to a ſtate of 
maturity, and engaged in buſineſs, the cares of 


this world ſeemed like to embarraſs his mind too 
much, and interrupt his progreſs in religious 
experience, whereby he loſt that inward evi- 
dence of peace and divine approbation, which 
through obedience to conviction he had before 
enjoyed. This occaſioned him great anxiety 


and a reſolution to deny himſelf of the inordi- 
nate purſuit of the riches and honour. of this 
world, rather than Joſe the favour of the Al- 


mighty. Being ſenſible that the purſuit. of ter- 


reſtrial acquifitions, which are lawful in them 
2 ſelves, and in ſome meaſure neceſſary, may be 
extended to an unlawful degree, and through 
want of watchfulneſs, may divert the mind frem 
the ſteady following after the things that con- 
ducè to our future well-being; he was favoured 
with light to ſee the danger, and ftrengthened by 


divine grace to avoid it, to keep under the pow- 


er of the croſs, which mortified his affections to 


the world; and in a ſtate of humility, and in 


obedience to the precept of Chriſt, to ſeek i ſt 


the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, having 


faith 


447 


Yet he did not eſcape the temptation of in- c HA p. 
dulging himſelf at times in playful diverſions and 


X. 


1741. 
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HISTORY or rur 


CHAP. faith in his promiſe, Mat all things, neceſſary for 


1741. 


bim, ſhould be added. 
Being thus weaned from the love of the 


world, the love of the Father influenced his 


mind with greater degrees of {trength, opened 
his underſtanding with clearer perceptions of his 
will, advanced his progreſs in the work of ſanc- 
tification; and favoured him with abundant con- 


ſolation of ſpirit, in reward of his fidelity; under | 


the feeling whereof, a lively concern was raiſed 
in his mind for the good of mankind in general; 


that they, through repentance and circumſpec- 


tion of life, night be made partakers of the like 
precious favour; and for this purpoſe he appre- 


hended it his duty to exhort his friends and 
others in a public manner to repentance and 
faithful obedience to the internal convictions of 


divine grace. He appeared as a miniſter among 


his brethren before he attained the age of 21 


years, and his labours were acceptable to them 


and others, nn the ſueceſfive ae of 


his life. 
He ſoon after travelled in the orblic exer- 


ciſe of his gift, through many parts of England, 
and into Scotland in the year 1697. 
courſe of the ſame year he felt an engagement 
on his mind to pay a like religious viſit to bis 


In the 


friends on the American continent; and having 
propoſed his proſpect to the confiderition of 


friends of the monthly meeting of which he was | 
a member, and obtained their approbation, and 


certificate of their concurrence and unity with 


his concern, he embarked at Graveſend the 26th 


of Loth month, 1697, and after a tempeſtuous 
voyage landed at Patuxent in Maryland the iſt 
of 2d month following. He ſpent near twelve 


months | 
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= won in America, in which time he viſited © H $ p. 
© the meetings of his friends generally in the fe- 
vera proviaces from Virginia northward to 1741 
93 e where his miniſtry and conver- 
+1 lation were acknowledged to adminiſter comfort 
and edification to his faithful brethren, of whom 
he took his leave in near fellowſhip and mutual 
- | Þ afection, and landed at Plymouth in time to 

krleeach the yearly meeting in London in 1699. 
4 Sßhortly after this, he entered into the marri- 
= 3 ed ſtate, which did not relax his diligence in 
„ Zfulfiling his miniſtry, for the edification of the 
e | © churches at home and abroad; for in the eourſe 
ot the ſame year, he viſited the counties of Sur- 
d 7 ry, Suſſex and Kent, and afterwards paſſed over 
d | Fo Ireland in company with William Townſend, 


& 


of | and viſited the meetings of bis friends of that 
w A nation in a general way, amongſt whom their 
ſervice was accceptable and ſatisfadtory. 
Soon after his return from Ireland, he remov- 
Zed with his wife to America and ſettled uw Pi- 
_ laqdelphia, in which city and the vicinity there- 
r- | Pi he fixed his domeſtic reſidence for life. And 
here alſo he divided his time between an induſ- 
trious application to his outward employment for 
he ſupport of himſelf and his family, and the 
faithful diſcharge of his ſervice in the miniſtry, 
for the propagation of piety and virtue; for 
* Wc purpoſe he took many long journeys and 
FVocyages through the ſeveral Engliſh colonies on 
the American continent, and moſt of the iſlands 
in the Weſt Indies; and in Europe through 
os {| Great Britain, Ireland, Holland, and ſeveral 
parts of Germany and the adjacent northern 
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HISTORY or Tre 


c HA P. ceſs, of which ſeveral witneſſes ſurvived him, 


X. 


1741, 


who were convinced of the truth of the princi. 
ples which he preached, became ſerviceable 
members of this ſociety, and continued therein 
to the end of their lives. 3 

But the proper reward of virtue is not abun. 


dance of goods of this world, but the prize in 


proſpect of the righteous man, peace here and 
everlaſting happineſs hereafter. It pleaſeth di. 
vine wiſdom, whoſe ways are beyond the inveſ- 
tigation of human underſtanding, to perfect the 
faith and exerciſe the patience of the beſt men, 
by ſuffering them to feel adverſity in common 
with other claſſes of mankind : as to the contin- 
gencies of this life (in the wordsof Solomon,) 
one event cometh to the righteous and the wicked, 
This good man in his temporal affairs met with 
various trying caſualties, loſſes and difappoint. 
ments, not 1n confequence of any extravagance 


or indolence of his, being frugal without covet- 
_ ouſneis, and induſtrious in buſineſs without fut- 


fering an anxious care for temporals fo to en- 


groſs his mind, as to unfit it for, or prove al 
obſtruction to his religious progreſs or bis rel. 
gious duties. Through various unfavourable 


and unforeſeen events, heavy loſſes by ſea and 
land, by fire and water, he was much reduced 


in his outward circumſtances; yet being fup- 


ported by conſcious integrity, he did not fink 


under misfortune, but as the moſt likely means 


that offered for retrieving the ſtate of his affairs, 
he betook himſelf to a ſea-faring life, and made 
ſeveral voyages to Barbadoes, in quality of fac- 


tor, and afterwards as maſter of a veſſel, where. 
in he encountered many difficulties and danger 
in order to provide for his family, and Wen 
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bis pecuniary engagements. From the year H A Þ. 
e 1727 to 1735, he frequently croſſed the ſeas in &. 
the way of trade, moſtly to Barbadoes and 
> other Weſt-Indian iſlands; once to Dublin, and 
I laſt of all to London, where he ſold his veſſel. 
> and ſettled his affairs to ſatisfattion ; joyful that 
> divine providence (who ſeeing the integrity of 
his heart, and the honeſty of his intention, had 
2 ſupported him through all his difficuhies, and in 
the midſt of outward troubles had often reple- 
niſhed bis mind with inward conſolation) had 
favoured him lo far, as to grant him to ſee the 
end of his labour accompliſhed; he then pur- 
poſed to decline trading any longer by ſea, in 
= which he had engaged not from choice, but ex- 
= pediency; not to accumulate wealth for him- 


5 ſelf, but to provide things honeſt in the fight of 


1741, 
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A heart influenced by pure religion, duty to 
= God and love to mankind, ſteadfaſtly purſues the 


ſame important object in every viciſſitude of 
life. This friend in his ſea-voyages generally 
held religious meetings with the paſſengers and 
mariners on the firſt days of the week, and at 
convenient ſeaſons on other days; he frequently 
exerciſed himſelf in reading the ſcriptures and 
other religious tracts, or in meditating and writ- 
ing upon religious ſubjects for the edification of 
himſelf or others. Many pieces which he wrote 
gat fea are convincing proofs that religious conſi- 
derations were predominant above all others in 
3 On ſhore his engagements in buſineſs did not 
abate his zeal to make uſe of all opportunities 
pf viſiting the meetings of friends as formerly, 
ö both in the neighbourhood of his reſidence, 
= Rn 7 77 JD, when. 


* 


CC HA. 


| X. 
— — 
1741. 


buſineſs drew him. 


HISTORY Or THE 


when at home; and in thoſe parts whither bis 

After he had ſettled his affairs and was dil. 
charged of the heavy load of care, which had 
long oppreſſed him, he ſpent ſeveral months in 
England exerciſing his miniſterial labours for the 
laſt time, amongſt his friends about London and 
Northward. Which ſervice being finiſhed, aud 
a favourable opportunity occuring for returning 


home, he took his departure from England and 


landed at Philadelphia in the year 1736. 
Although he had now paſſed his 60th year, 


and was at times afflicted with the aſthma, he 


continued his religious viſits to his friends in wa- 


Thomas 


CHalkley 
viſits Tor- 


rious parts of the American continent more or 


leſs every ſucceeding year of his life; and laſtof | 


all in the year 1741 he embarked for Tortol; 
under a concern to preach the free goſpel, as 
way might be opened, to the newly convinced 
inhabitants of that iſland, for their confirmation 


and eſtabliſnment in ſpiritual religion, as the way 


bis wife, where he diligently exerciſed himſelf 


T | 
In this iſland he was joyſully received and 
hoſpitably entertained by John Pickering aud 


in the faithful performance of the fervice which 


he came upon, being day by day employed | 
therein, either in public meetings or in private | 


viſits to the families of the inhabitants; and 


theſe viſits generally ended in a religious meet. | 
iag, the people being ſo awakened and fo defir- | 


ous of being inſtructed in ſolid religion and the 


way of peace and ſalvation, that he could ſel- | 
dom pay a friendly viſit but the rooms would | 
be filled, or ſeldom depart without a ſeaſon 1 
worſhip, in which he was often engaged in 18 
| | niltry 
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careful to promote and maintain it; yet bis 
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niſtry amongſt them, to his own refreſhment and c HA f. 


the benefit of the audience, 

Having thus profitably employed his time 
for about ſeventeen days, on the 29th of 8th 
month, he found himſelf indiſpoſed, yet attend- 
ed the week day meeting that day, and alſo 
the meeting on firſt day following, wherein he 
concluded his laſt labour in the words of the 


apoſtle Paul, I have fought a good fight, I have 


finiſhed my courſe; I have kept the faith ; 


henceforth there 1s laid up for me a crown of 


righteouſneſs. His diſorder proving a fever, in 
three days terminated his labours with his life, 
the 4th of gth month, 1741, in the 66th year of 
his age, to the great regret of his friends and 
others, whoſe affectionate eſteem and reſpect he 
had in a peculiar manner engaged, during his 


1255 ſtay amongſt them, by his edifying miniſ- 


, his inſtructive and exemplary deportment, 


= his univerſal benevolence and tenderneſs to 


the inhabitants of the wand, of every rank and 
proteihon. 

The charaQer given of him by his friends, 
amongſt whom he lived, and who were witneſ⸗ 
ſes of his general demeanour, is this, that in diſ- 
appointments and afflictions, of which he had a 
large ſhare, his patience was remarkable: his 
meekneſs, ane and circumſpection in the 
general courſe of his life and converſation were 
conſpicuous and exemplary ; gentle, courteous 
and loving in his deportment, not only to 


friends, but to all others, with whom he had 


converſation or dealing; few have lived fo 
univerſally beloved and reſpected amongſt us. 
He was a lover of unity amongſt brethren, and 


love 
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CH A f. love and regard to peace, did not divert him 


X. 


1741. 


1742. 


Account of » 


| Fah. 


them. 
who had been one of the people called Quak- 


_ ſettled at Haddonfield in the county 


from the diſcharge of his duty in a faithful tef. 
timony to thoſe that profeſſed the truth, that 
they ought to be careful to maintain good works, 
And he was often concerned zealoully to incite 
and preſs friends to the exerciſe of the good or. 


der and diſcipline eſtabliſned in the wiſdom of 
truth. 


in Great Britain, anno 1676, of religious pa- 
rents. 
grew uneaſy with the religious profeſſions of 
both his parents, they being of different per. 
ſuaſions, and being religiouſly engaged to ſeck 
after the truth, he fell in with the Baptiſts, 
whom he liked ſo well, as to incline to join with 
But being at the burial of a neighbour, 


ers, a friend was led to ſpeak with ſuch life 


and power directly to his ſtate, as to make a | 
deep and laſting impreſſion on his mind. This | 


put him upon an enquiry into the principles of 


friends, of the truth of which he was fo tully 


convinced, as to join the ſociety about the 
ſeventeenth year of his age. 
He came forth in the work of the miniſtry 
when about eighteen years old, and being faith- 
ful to the manifeſtations of duty, he grew in 
his gift, and ſoon after travelled to viſit friends 
in the north of Eugland and in Scotland, and in 


the year 1700, he came over on a een 510 | 
to friends in America. 


After he had performe 
this viſit to the great ſatisfaction of friends, 0 


ceſter, New Jerſey, where he ſoon after mar- 
ried. 
After 


John Eſtaugh, was born in Kelde von, i in Eſſex 


As he advanced towards maturity, be 
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After he ſettled in America, he viſited friends c HA P. 


in England and Ireland; and mauy parts of 
the continent of America; and ſeveral times 
paid viſits to ſome of the Weſt-Indian L{lands;* 
but in the latter part of his lite, he was prevent- 
ed by indiſpoſition from much travelling. His 
ood maſter, who requires no impolſibilities, fa- 
voured him with eaſe of mind, and the comforts 
of domeſtic peace at home, during this his time 


© bodily infirmity. His wile who ſurvived him 


teſtifies that ſhe beheves few 1t any ever lived 
in a more perfect harmony than they did. He was 
a pattern of moderation, not lifted up with any 


enjoyments nor caſt down at diſappointments. 
Hle was a man humble minded, and exemplary, 
ſolid aud grave in his deportment, well becom- 
ing a miniſter of Chriſt, zealous for preſerving 


good order in the church, and maintaining love 
and unity, that badge of true diſcipleſhip, re- 


markably careful in his converſation among 5 


men, his words being few and ſavoury. 


After ſome years of indiſpoſition, it - pleaſed 
the Lord to reſtore him to a ſtate of health; and 
ſoon after he had a concern to viſit friends at 


Tortola. This brought on him a deep exerciſe, 


but when he was confirmed it was really re- 


quired of him, he gave up to it; aud was then 
weaned from home, and the company there, 
which uſed to be fo pleaſant to him. 

He firſt wrote to friends on that iſland; but 
finding that would not excuſe him, he durſt no 
longer delay; ſo on the 13th. of 8th month, 


1742, he left his home to proceed on his viſit 


to that Iſland. On the 8th of gth month, he 


arrived at the houſe of John Pickering with his 


companion John Cadwallader, where they were 
received 


See page 149 of this vol. 
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1742. 


his lodging 
OE: Ut, and a fever ſoon followed. 


HIS T OR TV or THE 


received with much love and great joy, being 


made to rejoice together 1n the tender mercies 


and love of God, which were greatly mauieſted 


that day, to the honour and praiſe of his name, 
The teſti. 
monies of theſe miniſters were with life and 


and to the comfort of his people. 


power, and as clouds of rain upon a thirſty 
land. 

The godly life and converſatiou of this friend, 
of whom we are now giving a particular ac- 


count, ſpoke him a true follower of the Lamb, 


and miniſter of Chriſt. He had his health very 


well, *till the death of his dear companion; but 
going to his funeral he caught his illneſs from a 


ſhower of rain. However he was favoured 


with the divine preſence, ſo as to be able to an- 


ſwer the ſervice of that day; aud the next be- 


ing firſt day he was at meeting, and though near | 


his end, his candle ſhone as bright as ever, and 
many that beheld it, were led to glorify God 
on his behalf. This was the laſt opportunity 
he had on the iſland, except his farewel on his 
dying bed, where he both preached and prayed, 
a ſhort time before his departure. 

On the next day he went to a little iſland 


called Jos. Vandick's, accompanied by ſeveral | 


friends; on the third day in the morning, he 
complained very much, but was enabled to goto 
meeting, where he bore a lively teſtimony, but 
from weakneſs of body, and extending his voice, 


he was ſo inwardly ſpent, that he was ready to 
However he went on board the flop 


faint. 
that night on his return to Tortola, where he 
landed next morning. He had not been long at 
before he was ſeized with a ſhiver- 
The two 
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» | laſt days he ſuffered much pain, yet he was HA r. 
s | preſerved under it in patience and reſignation, X 

1 | and had his perfect ſenſes to the laſt—On the 442 
, th of 1oth month, he went away like a lamb, 

- | with praiſes and thankſgivings on his lips in the 

1 | 67th year of his age. ED = 

y BE Joha Cadwallader, was convinced of the Account of 


1 5 FR Jobs Cad 
truth when young ; and by a diligent attention wallader. 


„ to its manifeſtations, became in ſome time a mi- 
niſter thereof to others. He travelled much in 
, the exerciſe of his gift on the continent of Ame- 
rica; twice croſled the ſeas to Europe, aud ouce 
ft to Barbadoes on the ſame account. His laſt 
a viſit was to the iſland of Tortola, in company 
d | with John Eltaugh. He was taken ill on his 
- | paſſage thither, yet when he landed, proceeded 
— in the ſervice, upon which went, much to the 
r ſitisfaction of friends there, as appears from ac- 
d counts from thence. But his diſorder encreaſ- 
d ing upon him, he departed this life in peace on 
Jaid iſland, the 26th of gth month, 1742, aged 
s FF near 66 years. En „ 
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HISTORY or rur 
C H K E XI. 
PENSYLVANTA 


Original State of Fenſylvania.— Its long Enjoy. 
ment of Trace. —A due Regard to Religion the 
fureſt Foundation of a good Government. — The 
Proſperity of Penſyluania under the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the People called Quakers.—New Settlers 


excite Diſcontents.—T he proprietary Governors | 


endeavour to make Encroachments, which are oh. 
poſed by the Afſſembly.—Whereby they conceive 

a Diſlike to Friends. —The French inſtigate the 

Indians to war againſt the Engliſh Plantations.— 

Declaration of War.—Caufes a popular Cry for 
_ warlike Preparations. —Militia-law for the lower 
Counties. —Addreſs to the Proprietaries there- 

Upon, OY”. „%% Ow 

g 


C => . Prxsv LVANIA from the excellent in- 


nia. 


Zet. 


— — ſtttution of its founder William Penn, in concert 
Original 
ſtate of 
Penſylva- 


with the original planters, and the punctual ad- 
herence thereto, in the letter and ſpirit of it, 
by the ſucceeding aſſemblies and magiſtrates of 
the province, in the enacting and executing of 
uſeful laws, had enjoyed tranquility and ſecurity 
in the poſſeſſion of religious and civil rights 


and immunities, exceeding any other govern- 
A. Bene- 


ment or nation whoſe hiſtory we are poſſeſſed of. 


The legiſlative and executive authority being in 


the 
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of whom were of the people called Quakers, 
although the univerſal toleration granted by 


William Penn, admitted all denominations of 


chriſtians to offices of magiſtracy and to the 


higheſt poſts in the ſtate) their laws and inſtitu. 


tions were directed to cultivate and maintain a 


a lively ſenſe of religion: and being themſelves. 
examples of that ſobriety, decorum, and ſubmiſ- 


fon to ſalutary inſtitutions and legal rule, not 
for wrath but for conſcience ſake, which they 
wiſhed to diſſeminate amongſt the different or- 
ders of the people, a general harmony ſubſiſted 
between the inhabitants; and regularity, order 


and due ſubordination reſulted from this lively 
lenſe of religion, to a degree far beyond that 
merely effected by human policy or penal 


laws. 


That the welfare and happineſs of the people 


is the end of government, is a propoſition main- 
tained in theory in other ſtates; but in Penſyl- 
vania it was reduced to practice. A govern- 
ment eſtabliſned on ſo equitable, liberal and uſe- 


ful a plan, induced great numbers of people of 


different perſuaſions, to emigrate from various 
countries, to participate in the privileges and 
felicity of this equal government, the baſis of 


which was religious and civil liberty: and for a A. 
length of time, under the pleaſing ſenſation of the 


eaſe, ſecurity and change for the better, they felt 
from their removal hither, people of different 


nations, complexions and ways of thinking, lived 
together in a ſtate of ſociety beautiful in proſ- 


pect, and happy enjoymenr, in mutually giving 


and receiving the benefit of an equality of pri- 


vileges in peace, amity, and benevolence, al- 
7 though 
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_ enjoyment tion thereof, through the favour of divine provi- 
- dence, Penſylvania had enjoyed an almoſt un- 
interrupted peace from within and without for 
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CH AP. though not belonging to the ſame viſible church, 
xl. yet as belonging to the ſame fraternity of man- 
kind. Univerſal liberty of conſcience, and 
univerſal good-will to men, being in the eſtima- 


OF THE 


tion of the people called Quakers eſſential cha- 


racteriſtics of the chriſtian religion, have been 
adopted by them in their fulleſt extent, they 
hold none excluded from the favour of God on 
account of their religious perſuaſion, provided it 
be founded in his fear, and the love of man- 
kind. 
By means of theſe excellent principles of 


0755: government, and the juſt and equal adminiſtra. 


more than fixty years. 


good g than the particular form, which ſtamps it with 


the character of good and excellent; not 
but I admit ſome forms and ſome tion 


are better in themſelves than others, and better | 


adapted to promote the general good, yet we 
| ſhall find, that wherever virtue, juſtice, and 
real religion are departed from and diſregarded, 
the very belt will go to decay. Thoſe ancient 
republics which many ſo much admire, and ex- 
tol, as perfect models of good government, 
were only fo, while the people by the example 
of their ſuperiors, were taught to be virtuous, 
frugal and temperate; but when opulence and 
vice had baniſhed thoſe good qualities, and in- 
troduced diſſipation, luxury and a general cor- 

ruption 
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Amidſt the variety and fluctuation of opinions i 
1 upon the ſubject of government, it appears evi- 
ligion the 
ſurelt foun- dent to me, that it is virtue, ſimplicity of man- 


dation of a ners, and a reverent regard to religion, more 
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ruption of manners, what ſcenes of human miſery c H a p. 
h, can exceed thole produced by the colliſion of N. 


t 1755. 
vengeance of their leaders, or the violent out- 


a- | | rage of a hcentious and ungovernable populace? 
in. | | So that moſt ages, ſtates and nations, have veri- 
en | tied the ſcriptural poſition, Righteouſneſs exalts a 
ef | — nation but fin is a ſhame (and very often a down- 
on | fal) to any people. —— | + 
lit! I be induſtry, frugality and ſecurity of the Its proſpe- 


n- | | inflamed and hoſtile parties, by the cruelty and 
; 


3 SM . | bd it d 
n. | original Penſylvanians, made this colony as g admi. 


| | proſperous and flouriſhing during this period as niftration 
of F it was peaceful. This flouriſhing ſtate of the hp wo 
a. | province, occaſioned a great acceſſion of people Quakers. 
| of different diſpoſitions and views from the firſt 
ſettlers, who had reſorted thither to ſhare in its 
proſperity, which they had contributed nothing 
1 to. And many of theſe ſoon diſcovered, that 
ms | they grudged the body of friends the rank and 
vi. influence which they poſſeſſed in the ſtate, and 
m. the place they had in the eſtimation of the peo- 
re | ple, although ſo juſtly entitled thereto; both on 
ith | account of their being principally inſtrumental], 
through much expenſe, labour and difficulty, to 
reduce the wilderneſs into a frunful land, and 
bring the province to 1ts preſent ſtate of proſpe- 
rity; as alſo on account of the equity and ceco- 
nd F nomy of their government, which had proved 
them faithful guardians of the public weal: 
ent!  parhimonious in granting and rigid in requiring 
; an account of the expenditure of the public 
nt, treaſure; limiting the ſalaries of public offices 
oe | io a moderate and reaſonable compenſation for 
us, he labour and trouble thereof; peculation was 
nd | _ 2 firanger here, and public taxation very light: 
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CHAP. long contented and happy; fo that it is no won- 


er that in general they regarded them with 
1956. cordial eſteem. . 1 1 
Enyious But thoſe who envied them their power and 
es 8 influence, thoſe who had in a great meaſure 
ee e poſts of government they had enjoyed, and to 
reap the fruit of their labours, began to inter- 
rupt the peace of this peaceful ſtate, and ſow the 
ſeeds of diſcord and diſcontent by decrying the 
public meaſures of friends. As a ſelf intereſted 
policy prevailed, that brotherly intercourſe and 
mutual benevolence, which had ſo honourably 
diſtinguiſhed the original coloniſts decayed: 
private intereſt and private views were more re- 
garded by many than the public good, and gra- 
dually introduced jealouſies, miſtruſts and party- 
animoſities, whereby the ſyſtem of happineſs, fo 
long and ſo well maintained, ſuffered a lament- 


_ diſcovered an alteration for the worſe. 
h The pro- | 
rs called Quakers and the ancient inhabitants of 
r the province, ſeems to have ariſen from the pro. 
encroach- Prietary governors and their adherents, who did 
_ ments not pay that ſtrict regard to equity and the con- 
aſſembly ſtitutional rights of the people in all the depart- 
oppoſes, ments of government, which during the life of 
the firſt proprietor and long after, had with 
little exception, harmonized the different orders 
of the ſtate within itſelf, and gained it the repu- 
tation of wiſdom and honour from thoſe who 
attentively conſidered its excellency. The de- 
ſcendants of William Penn, who inherited his 
poſſeſſions and his power, do not appear to have 
inherited all his virtues, his * 
18 
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n. | © his faith, or his benevolence: they, and the c H a v. il. 
h | © governors under them on ſundry occaſions &. 1100 

> adopted ſelf-intereſted maxims of government, 7756. 1 
d | and partial ſchemes of policy. Not contented 1H 
re | with the power and emoluments the conſtitution 1 
je allowed them, they had extended and wanted 1 
0 ] ſtill to extend their prerogatives further; and 1:88 
r. | © ſfuchof the people called Quakers as were mem- 160 
je bers of the aſſembly, in conjunction with others, I 
\> | © conceived it to be their civil as well as religious 1:88 
d duty in faithfulneſs to their conſtituents and in 1187 
d the conſcientious diſcharge of their delegated | By 
y truſt, to adhere firmly to the ſalutary regulati- 1 
V ons and conceſſions agreedupon betweenthe early I: | 
. ſettlers and William Penn, which ſtood as a guard I 1 
;. | and defence of the ſubjects rights, and as a bar 1 bt ; 
. a againſt the encroachments and ſiniſter deſigns of : 
omen luſting after the unequal emoluments they l: lt | 
t. | © hoped for, from the attainment and exerciſe of 9 


lo 
] 
1 
1 


1 
4 
1 
ll 
ak 
575 


le an undue power and influence: Under theſe im- 

| preſſions the aſſembly oppoſed and withſtood all 
further innovations and invaſions of the conſti- 
tutional. nights of the people. 

From this oppoſition to their ſelfiſh purpoſes, Whereby 
the governor and his partiſans manifeſted a Oy 
great diſlike and enmity to the body of this ſo- like to the 
> ciety; and having the ear of the proprietaries, I 88 
f | © they exerted themſelves by moſt unfair and un- 

juſt repreſentations to impreſs them with very 
unfavourable ſentiments of the ſociety in gene- 
| ral, and to create jealouſies and diſtruſts be- 
» | _ tween them and the coloniſts, to ſeparate their 
iutereſts and ſet them at variance, having per- 
haps more regard to their own views and 
power, which they ſought to eſtabliſh by theſe 
means, than either to the real intereſts of the 
province 
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CHAP. 
Xl. 


— 
473 


The 
French in- 
ſtigate the 
Indians to 
waragainſt 
the Eng- 
liſh plan- 
tations, 


HISTORY or rx 
province or the proprietaries, which in the opi- 
nion of judicious men were united, and that 
they were no friends to either who endeavour- 
ed to ſeparate them. C 

The enemies of this ſociety alſo ſought occa. 
ſion to accompliſh their ſelfiſh deſigns, and about 
this time an opportunity preſented. The hoſti. 
lities of the French had been but little ſuſpend. 
ed by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in theſe re- 
mote parts; for while peace was oſtenſibly pre. 
ſerved in Europe, both in Aſia and America ho. 
tile meaſures were carriedonmacovertway, which 


_ diſcovered themſelves in America by the incurh. 
ons of the Indians into the back ſettlements of the 
Engliſh plantations, being inſtigated thereto by the 


French as was generally underſtood ; who kil. 
led and ſcalped many of the 1nhabitants, and 


carried others into captivity. The French at 
the ſame time were bufily employed in erecting 
a line of forts on the back of the Engliſh ſettle. 
ments and in places to the prior poſſeſſion of 


Declarati- 
on of war. 


which England laid claim. Theſe infraQions of 


a treaty ſo lately made, produced repeated com- 


plaints from the goverament of Great Britain 


without redreſs; they were principally anſwer- 
ed by recriminations, ſo that at length the reſult 


_ Cauſes a 
Popular 
cry for 
warlike 
preparati- 
ons in 
America. 


was a declaration of war on both ſides. 
This circumſtance furniſhed a plauſible occa- 
ſion to raiſe a popular cry for warlike prepara- 


tions, which the people called Quakers were 


known to be principled againſt, and for their 


declining to enter into ſuch meaſures they were 


treated with all the virulence of party rage: 


both the pulpit and the preſs were employed to 


repre- 


calumniate and vilify them; they were 
| tg ſented 
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ſented as unfit to take any ſhare in government, CH A f. 
and much violence and artifice of party were 
put in practice, with little regard to truth or 1756. 
juſtice, to deprive them of their reputation and 

4 | their influence. 2 5 
ut | About this time means were uſed to get a law Militia 
ü. paſſed by the legiſlature of the lower counties jv paſſed 
d. on Delaware, for eſtabliſhing a militia, and it er counties 


ſeems to have been enadted in a temper, that = _ 


1 


3" 


» 


proprietaries with the following remonſtrance, 


* 2 
3 


Jo Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, proprie- 
taries of Penſylvania, and the three lower 
counties of New Caſtle, Kent and Suſſex 
upon Delaware, 7 


- SS x 
: 44; 4 


71 


. } The Addreſs of the People called Quakers, 
m. | on behalf of their Brethren inhabiting the ſaid 
Mower Counties, reſpectively ſheweth, — 


ult | * © That for above one hundred years paſt, we 
ada a religious ſociety have declared to the 
ca- | world, that we could not for conſcience ſake 
ra- | bear arms or be concerned in military prepara- 
cre | tions; that for many years after our becoming 
er | Fa diſtinct ſociety, we ſuffered many grievous | 
ere | and oppreſſive perſecutions on account of our 
ge: principles; that the proſpect of being intirely 
-o ; relieved from ſuch oppreſſion, and of enjoying 
re. perfect liberty of ſerving God in the way they 
ted believed moſt agreeable to him, engaged many 
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CHA p.“ of our anceſtors to leave their native lands, and 

KI. „come over to ſettle this, then a wildernel 
country, and though your honourable father's 
principles were well known to be for intire 
liberty of conſcience, yet he and the firſt ſer. 
tlers mutually thought i it neceſſary to fix this 
as a law before they came over, and accord. 
ingly did, as appears by the 35th ſection 
of laws agreed upon in England, May the 5th, 
168 2, in theſe words. 


c 
456, 


a) 
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« That all perſons living in this province, 
who confeſs and acknowledge the one al. 
mighty and eternal God to be the Creator, 
Upholder and Ruler of the world, and tha 
hold themſelves obliged in conſcience ty 
live peaceably and juſtly in ſociety, ſhall ir 
no ways be moleſted or prejudiced tor thei 
religious perfuaſion or practice in matters cf 
faith and worſhip, nor ſhall they be compe| 
led at any time, to frequent or maintain a 
religious "worſhip, place or e what: 


foever.”” - 
That this was e 00 as the firſt and Þ 


* moſt fundamental part of the conſtitution ap- 


* pears undoubtedly plain, from the folem 


© manner in which it is introduced, and the ge 


© neral expreſſions contained in the firſt clauk Þ 


of the charter of privileges, viz. 


FBecauſe no people can be truly happythoug 
under the greateſt enjoyment of civil hbertt 1 
ifabridgedofthe freedom oftheir conſciences: 2 
to their religious profeſſion and worſhip, ant 
almighty God being the only Lord of conf: f 
ence, Father of lights and ſpirits, and the al 
thor as well; as object of all divine knowledge 
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id „ faith and worſhip, who only doth enlighten c u A r. 
els „ the minds and perſuade and convince the un- 
rs | | © derſtandings of people, I do hereby grant and 
declare, that no perſon or perſons inhabiting 
“ in this province or territories, who ſhall con- 
% feſs and acknowledge one almighty God, the 
{© Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the world, 
and profeſs him or themſelves obliged to live 
« quietly under the civil government, ſhall be in 
* any caſe moleſted or prejudiced in his or their 
perſon or eſtate, becauſe of his or their con- 
ſcientious perſuaſion or practice, nor be com- 
* pelled to frequent or maintain any religious 
= © worſhip, place, or miniſtry contrary to his 
or their minds, or to do or to ſuffer any other 
ln act or thing contrary to their religious per- 
her © luafion. cats 
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ape BY May it pleaſe the Proprietaries, 


ha.! Notwirhſtanding heſe plain and explicit words, 
dan act of aſſembly hath been lately paſſed in 
all Þ the lower counties, entitled, an act for <ftabliſh- 
1 a ing a militia in this government, whereby the 
lem Þ inhabitants are required to enliſt, provide 
eg 2 © themſelves with arms and ammunition, to at- 
clave Þ tend with them at certain ftated times, “ in 
order to be taught and inſtructed in the mili- 
2< tary exerciſe;” with other injunctions of the 
I like kind and nature under certain fines and 
* penalties, without any exemption of thoſe of 
tender conſciences, which in our judgment is 
in direct repugnance to the clauſes above re- 
cited, becauſe it enjoins certain acts and things 
# Contrary to the 8 1 vg perſuaſion of many 
of the inhabitants. © Sas 
H h 2 Our 
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6 Our anceſtors who did foreſee the probable | 


inconveniencies likely to attend, had the great. 


* eſt reaſon toeſteem this intereſting and important 


point inviolably fecured to them and their 
poſterity, both by the foregoing, and (if poſſi- 


ble firmer ſtill) by the following paragraphs of 
the ſame character, viz.———*< But becauſe 


the happineſs of mankind depends fo much 
upon the enjoying of liberty of their conſci. 
ences, as aforefaid. I do hereby ſolemnly de. 


clare, promiſe and grant, for me, my heirs 
and aſſigus that the firſt article of this char. 


ter, relating to liberty of conſcience and eve. 


«© ry part and claufe therein, according to the 


true intent and meaning thereof, ſhall be kept 
and remain without any alteration mviolably 


for ever, and if any thing ſhall be procured | 


or done by any perſon or perſons, contrary 


to theſe preſents, it ſhall be held of no 


force. 


Ts We preſume we need not ſay much more to 
you on this head, becauſe we are informe/ that 


you. have always given expreſs inſtructions to 


your deputies that in caſe of making any mi- 
litia law, they ſhould take efpecial care that 


the charter be not infringed in this reſpect, it is 
therefore we have the greater cauſe to hope 


for your diſapprobation of the act before men- 


© tioned, as far as concerns tender conſciences, 


and we earneſtly requeſt it may be ſpeedily 


declared, as the heavy fines laid on the ofh- 


« cers for not putting it in execution, is without 


8 


0 


doubt, intended to oblige them to a ſtrict ob- 


ſervance of the ſeveral parts of it, and as it is 


poſſible this may come to your hands before 


you receive from your officers here, a copy ot 


« the 
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the ſaid act, we have ſent one certified under c H Ap. 
© the ſeal of the office at New Caſtle, to our XI. 
friends Richard Partridge, Thomas Jackſon, * 
John Hunt and John Fothergill, whom we 
of | | © have requeſted to communicate it to you, and 
ſe | © though our principal objection to the act ariſes 
o its enjoining things upon ſome of the inha- 
l. bitants, which they are religiouſly perſuaded 
e * they neither can nor ought to do, yet we be- 
s |  * lieve in your peruſal of it you will ſee other 
1  * reaſonableobjetions, in particular that the fines 
e # *© for noncompliance, are ſo many and fo much 
e in the power of rapacious officers, that they 
pt © may under the colour of it, take more (from 
ly | © ſuch as cannot for conſcience ſake comply) 
d © than the produce of their labour, after 
7 gnaeceſſary allowance for clothes, diet, &c. 
ao *©f would amount to, as goods taken in conſe. 
gqquence of ſuch oppreſhve meaſures, are gene- 
to * rally fold much under their real value, which 
ai | © if the law be fo put in execution, muſt tend to 
to | © the ruin of the worldly ſubſtance of many in- 
u- © habitants, and the conſequence of that to your 
at intereſt, we need not point out | 
s * We fincerelydehire that divine wiſdom may 
pe FF © be plentifully afforded to conduct you hah 
nu.  * the various difficulties attendiug your ſtation, 
es, | © to your own true peace, the proſperity of your 
ly | © province and the glory of God 


a 
3 
* 


N 5 
"3.4 
1 
« * * 
. Py 
4 Ef 
. 
9 1 
d 
* 
= 2 
5 * 
( be. i 
1 * 
N 
2 3 
4 9 
+ 
1 1 2 
= 2 
999 
vm 4 
* \ 
* 


Ds —_— —— — 3 * 8 PORN Ni 
— — — ie r 5 2 p 5 — 1 þ 6 — 2 
>. 20 i 4 * 1 2 — N ng” IR A ns, Reg __— pr 
_ — = — 1 
__— 2 — 2 2 <= - + — a * == 2 2 —— 
Pare way — — . . et — —  —— * — — _ : 2 = = 
== — PRES Sa 8 his = 
- — — * — 
—— — SD 


2 A 
r CRIT 
— - 3 

— Ln 
%% eds es ne» 
— . En 07 AS ＋ 

bone — 


LA 
1 * of 
Þ 37 Wy. 
| II [ 
(ity! 
; 1 9 
i5 
, ig! * f 
* | 5 K. 
1 Py l 
P 07 1 
4 34 5 
6 @ 4) k 
"= 17 L 4 
4 1. 
1 
. 1 
o mi 1 F 
* 1 i 
7 1 
I , 1 
ry ' : 
1 
j 


ut |: Signed at Philadelpha, zth month 21ſt, 1756, 
by a committee appointed by the yearly meet- 

ming, for Penſylvama and New Jerſey. 
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e 


PEN SYLVANIA CONTINUED. 


Eu deavours u uſed 2 deprive Friends of their Places 


in the Aſſemily.—They are miſrepreſented to 
the Britiſh Nation and Government.—General 


Meeting at Philadelphia.—Dead Bodies of ſome 


who had been murdered brought into the City. 


indication of Friends. —Remarks upon the 


Indians, and the Methods of treating them.— 
Subſcription 


1 for Su Jerings eſtabl, * at TEN 


” By the miſapprehenſions_ and prejudices 
S——raiſed in the minds of the proprictaries con. 


1756. cerning them, or by their voluntary reſignation, 


taking part in the legiſlature. | 
proach of the annual election of this year, their 
_ adverſaries exerted their utmoſt efforts to pre- 

vent the ſame members being re-elected, the 


few of the people called Quakers now enjoyed 
any ſhare in the executive part of government; 


and to elude the force of that ſpirit of envy 
and rancour, which had been artfully excited 


againſt them, and for the peace and quiet of 


licks Own minds, ſeveral of them had avoided 
On the ap- 


preſs being ſet at work, to pour forth acrimoni- 


ous and unjuſt inv ectives againſt them, in order 
to prevail with the electors to ſet them aſide, F 


and chuſe their own partiſans, or members who 


might be brought to act in a manner more con- 


formable 


for the ſuffermg Inliabitants.— 
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formable to their views; but notwithſtanding c HA p. 
much the greater number of the inhabitauts XII. 
were not of their ſociety, yet ſuch was the con- 1756. 
fidence repoſed in thoſe Quakers, (ſo called) 8 
that the former repreſentatives who had not de- 

elined the ſervice were rechoſen, by the greateſt 
majority ever known, and this was done not 

only without the ſolicitations, but m ſome 1n- 
ſtances without the privity or approbation of 
ſome that were choſen, four of whom, being of 

thoſe called Quakers, at the firſt meeting of the 
houſe reſigned their ſeats, and a new election 

took place. 5 


Their antagoniſts, filled with vexation at Theadver. 


their diſappointment, both in miſſing their aim eue we 
in the election, and finding all their diſingenuous r geht 
efforts had made ſo little impreſſion on the judg- the Britiſh 
ment of the electors, whoſe dependance on the govern- 
tried integrity of their repreſentatives, where ment, 
their views and characters, and thoſe of their 
adverſaries were beſt known, was too firm to be 

eaſily ſhaken; next exerted their endeavours to 

carry their point, by miſrepreſenting them on this 

de of the Atlantic, where both the Quakers 

(lo called) of America, and their accuſers; their 
different views, principles and general conduct 

were leſs thoroughly known; for this purpoſe 

they drew up the moſt pointed invectives, and 


procured them to be printed in pamphlets and 


the Engliſh news-papers. In order as much as 
poſſible to prepoſſeſs the minds of the people 
with ſtrong prejudices againſt them. 

The general or half year's meeting was held 
in the third month of this year at Philadelphia 
in courſe, and notwithſtanding the deeply ex- 
erciſing trials which affected this ſociety at this 

time, 
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CHAP. time, they had a ſtrengthening and edifyi: 
Eu. meeting, and, beſide a great number of Bends 
| 19:6. from different parts of the country, it was at. 
General, or tended by Samuel Fothergill and Catharine 


half year's 


meeting at Peyton from England, and Mary Peiſley from 


Philadel- Ireland; theſe being well qualified miniſters and 


Phia. däeeply experienced in the work of religion, 


their ſervice was very helpful and inſtrumental 
to the conſolation of their friends, and to the 


confirmation of their faith, patience and ſtability 


in their religious principles. 

During tbe time of this meeting an incident 
occurred which affected friends with ſtill more 
gloomy apprehenſions. The Indians who had 
before ravaged ſome of the frontier ſettlements, 


about this time renewed their incurſions on the 


back ſettlements of Penſylvania, where they 


| burned ſeveral houſes and killed and ſcalped 


ſome of the inhabitants: this furniſhed an op- 
portunity pleaſing to the parties, who were cla- 
morous for war, to promote their purpoſe, in 
order whereto, two or three of the dead bodies 
of thoſe who had been murdered, were at this 


time brought in a waggon to Philadelphia, with 
a defign to exaſperate the citizens, and rouſe 


them to tumult and vengeance. For they were 
taken before the State Houſe door and from 
thence conveyed through ſeveral ſtreets of the 
City, attended by a crowd of people curſing the 


Indians and the Quakers alſo, becauſe they 
were backward to promote warlike meaſures 
for their deſtruction. The ſight of the dead 
bodies and the outcry of the people were both |} 


very afflicting and alarming.* 


” J. Churchman's journal. 


The 


1. at x5 
3 6 


LEES 


PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 


The incurſions and ravages of the Indians, c H a r. 


and the dangers to which the frontier ſettlers 
were expoſed, were much magnified, and fur- 
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1756. 


niſhed a plauſible ſubject for more violent excla- T he 8 
mations againſt the people called Quakers, and hers 


the abſurdity of adhering to pacific principles, rauirePre- 
when the enemy was at the door; allegations England 


of an alarming nature were now ſpread through 
the colonies, and through England, that the pro- 
vince would be ruined or abſolutel 


province met a ready reception and belief on 


England, 


loſt, if 
ſpeedy meaſures were not taken, to deprive the 
| Quakers entirely of any ſhare in the govern- 
ment: theſe repreſentations of the ſtate of this 


this fide; and the blame of the whole was laid 


upon this people, who in fact were the leaſt cul- 


pable of any, and the leaſt anſwerable for the 


y * * 


preſent diſturbed ſtate of the colony, as having 


leaſt contributed thereto. 


For from their firſt ſettlement, and while the Vindicati- 
direction of public affairs was in their hands 


the Indians were ſo far from making hoſtile in- 


curſions into any part of the province, that, be- 


ing treated by them with a ſcrupulous regard to 


1 
friends. 


juſtice and with cordial hoſpitality, in return 


for the kindneſs they had received from them, 


they (the native inhabitants) lived with the 


Penſylvanians on the moſt friendly footing, and 
regarded them with affectionate eſteem. And 


had the ſucceeding governors and the people in 


general obſerved the like equitable and friend]; 


conduct towards them, I believe theſe hoſtile in- 


curſions (into the frontiers of Penſylvania at leaſt) 
had never been heard of. . 


For notwithſtanding ſome writers have repre- 
ſented the Indians as naturally ſtupid, ferocious, 
os treacherous 


Indians, 
and the 


proper me- 
thods of 
treating 


them. 


Remarks 
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HISTORY or | THE 


c A A Þ. treacherous and ungrateful : yet ſeveral of thoſe 


XII. 


who had the opportunity of converſing amongſt 


1756. them, and obſerving them more attentively, re- 


preſent them in a different character, as ſenſible, 


friendly, hoſpitable, faithful to their engage- 


ments, kind to the neighbouring Europeans, 


__ andveryaffeQtionateand peaceable in general in 


their own tribes and allies: but of quick ſenſi- 
bility to feel injuries, and of ſavage cruelty in 
revenging them“. 5 7 5 f 

e Therefore 


* The firſt ſettlers of Penſylvania who had full 
opportunity of being acquainted with the nature and 
diſpoſition of the natives, and who made it a prin- 


cipal point to obſerve ſtrict juſtice in all their tranſ- 


actions with them, have left us very favourable memo- 


rials of the long continued kindneſs they experienced 
from thoſe people. The diſpoſition of the Indians 


has generally been, to ſhew kindneſs to the Europeans 


in their early ſettlements; and their mental powers 
are equally with our own capable of improvement. 


'The apparent difference between them and us ariſes 
principally from the advantages of our education and 


manner of life. The early ſettlers of New Jerſey 


have always confirmed the teſtimony of the Penſyl- 
vanians concerning them, with reſpe& to the good 
uſage they met with from the Indians. The writer of 
the hiſtory of that province informs us “ That for 


« almoſt a century, the natives had all along main- 
cc tained an intercourſe of great cordiality and friend- 


« ſhip with the inhabitants.” (A. Benezet) 


_ They manifeſt much ſtability in the engagements _ 
they have ſolemnly entered into ; patient in affliction, as 
well as in their ſubmiſſion to what they apprehend to 


be the appointment of providence; in all which they 


manifeſt a nobleneſs of ſoul and conſtancy of mind, 

at which we rarely arrive with all our. philoſophy and 

religion. They are ſlaves neither to ambition nor on 
£ e | tere 
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Therefore if the like prudence, juſtice, and c H a P. 
friendly intercourſe had been maintained in their . *. 
conduct and commerce with the Indians, by 1556. 
their ſucceſſors of this age, which had been 
done by William Penn, and the early ſettlers, 

I am perſuaded theſe natives, inſtead of hoſtih- 
ties would have continued to cultivate the like 
| amicable diſpoſition towards them, as they had 
done to their predeceſſors; and that it would 
not have been in the power of the French in 
that caſe, by all their artifice, to have incited 
them to hoſtile meaſures againſt the Engliſh 
_ FF _ plantations, if the Engliſh themſelves had not b 
| KF Þ£ their neglect and unfair dealing, furmſhed their 
enemies with a handle of which they well knew 
| how to avail themſelves, One of our hiſtorians 
0 * remarks upon this period, that © It had been 
„ © long the method of the Engliſh to cultivate 
8 : 
8 
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* the friendſhip of this fierce and hardy race in 
© time of danger, but to ſlight it in circumſtan- 


. 2) © ces of ſafety.” This ſerved to alienate the 
$ afſetions of the Indians from the Engliſh 
a government, and the avarice of our merchants 
„ > particularly thoſe called the Ohio company, 
3 | aas well as the Indian traders” who fold them 
f FF bad commodities, and treated them with perfidy 
xr | and inſolence, ſerved to confirm their averſion.* 
- Bo De Theſe 
tereſt, the two paſſions which have ſo much weakened | 
ts in us thoſe ſentiments of humanity which the kind 
5 | Author of nature hath fixed in the human heart, and 


> KEindled thoſe of covetouſneſs, which are as yet gene- 
7 rally unknown amongſt them. Charlevoix apud 
Ys eundem, VVT. - 
2 * Duprat obſerves, That there needs but pru- 
a 2 _£ dence and good ſenſe to perſuade the Indians to 
= = ate e « what 
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XII. 
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HISTORY or THE 


Theſe moving cauſes of their diſcontent and 
preſent inimical diſpoſition, the people called 


Quakers were not inſtrumental to promote. We 


have ſeen their early care to prevent any of 


their members from ſupplying the Indians with 


ſpirituous liquors, of which they were very fond, 
and which were very pernicious to them in va- 
rious reſpets*—they were ſtudious to do them 


90; to endeavour to draw them by winning 
| perſuaſions and acts of benevolence, and inſtruc- 
tion from the inconvemences to which their ig- 
norance and roving temper ſubjected them: 
this the Indians knew, and for this they vene- 
rated the memory of the deceaſed, and placed 
an eſpecial confidence in the ſurviving Dory” of 
this people. 


From hence this inference may be drawn, 


” that beſide thoſe conſcientious motives, which 2 
bave the greateſt weight with religious and good 

men, to do juſtly to all men, even as we would 

have them to do unto us; human prudence and 
ſound policy point out the ſuperior wiſdom of 
_ endeavouring to conciliate the friendſhip of the | 
natives, which is eaſily purchaſed by affability, 
| honeſty and integrity, 
them by force, which 1s not eafily effected even 
Ak 


rather than to ſubdue 


« what is . and to preſerve their friendſhip 
« without interruption.” He adds, „We may ſafely 
« affirm, that the differences we have had with them 
„ have been more owing to us than to them. When 


« they are treated inſolently or oppreſſively, they 


. have no leſs ſenſibility of injuries than others. If thoſe 


ce who have occaſion to live among them, will have 
66 ſentiments of et they will meet in them 
te with men.” 


* See vol. iii. page 307. 
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at the expenſe of much blood and treaſure, c x a p. 
often expended in vam. And of conſequence *'l- 
that after all the ſevere cenſure, calumny, and 56. 
5 clamour raiſed againſt the people called Quak- 
* FF 2Þ ers in Penſylvania, their meaſures of treating 
FF. the Indians, both formerly and even at this 

FF time, were more chriſtian-like, more rational, 
and more effectual for reſcuing the frontiers 
ſttom their devaſtations, than the ſanguinary and 
violent meaſures their adverſaries were deſirous 

to promote. BESS SENT: 
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| * « The perpetual increaſing generations of Euro- 
\ FF 21D * peans in America, may ſupply numbers that muſt 
e in the end wear out theſe poor Indian inhabitants 
„ from their country; but we ſhall pay dear, both in 
e blood and treaſure, in the mean while, for our 

= Our frontiers, from the nature of advancing ſet- 
i FF (» tlements diſperſed along the branchings of the up- 
„ per parts of our rivers, and ſcattered in the diſunit- 
1 . ed valleys, amidſt the mountains, muſt be always 
f 


© unguarded and defenceleſs againſt the incurſions 
„ of Indians.—The farmer driven from his little 
« cultured lot, in the woods, is loſt: the Indian in 
« the woods, is everywhere at home; every buſh, 
« every thicket, is a camp, to the Indian; from 
© whence, at the very moment when he is ſure of 
„ his blow, he can ruſh upon his prey. In ſhort, our 
« frontier ſettlements muſt ever lie at the mercy of 
© the ſavages; and a ſettler is the natural prey to an 
Indian, whoſe ſole occupation is war and hunting. 
c To countries circumſtanced as our colonies are, 
« an Indian is the moſt dreadful of enemies. For in 
%a war with Indians, no force whatever, can defend 
« our frontiers from being a conſtant wretched ſcene 
of conflagrations, and of the moſt ſhocking mur- 
ders. Whereas on the contrary, our temporary 
„ SET e c expeditions 
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418 HISTORY or rr 
CHAP. It alſo appears that the people called Quakers 


*il. were ſenſibly impreſſed with a degree of com- 


Fins.” paſſion and ſympathy for the ſufferers in this 
: calamity, equal or ſuperior to any thing of that 
nature manifeſted by the adverſe party, who 

taking advantage of the prevailing diſtreſſes, to 
promote their own political ſchemes were inde- 
fatigable in their clamours to vilify the Quaker 


government; but did little that I find for the 
help or relief of the afflicted; while the Quak- 


ers actuated by motives of commiſeration, as 


ſoon as they heard of the devaſtation committed 
by the enemy Indians on Gnadenhutten, a ſet- 


tlement of the ſociety called Moravians, on the 


frontier part of the county of Northampton, 


voluntarily raiſed a ſum of money among them 
ſelves, which was expended in proviſion and 
cloathing, and committed to the care of ſuitable 


perſons for diſtribution among the ſufferers. 
Subſeripti- And about the ſame time a ſubſcription was 
on forthe ſet on foot and a conſiderable ſum of mone 
_ ſuffering Rh DP Uo one YT Eg 1 | 
| johabi- contributed by the Quakers in the city, and ſome 


tants. parts of the country, for the ſuccour of the diſ. 
treſſed inhabitants who had abandoned their 
babitations on the. weſtern frontiers . of the 


province, and taken refuge in the interior 


parts, which was in like manner diſtributed 
among them without diſtinction of ſect or party, 


% 


and proved a feaſonable relief ' againſt the 
„„ EE. N | 


* 


As 


« expeditions againſt the Indians, even if ſucceſsful, 
“ can do them little harm, Every article of their 
cc property is portable, which they always carry with 
ec them; and it is no great matter of. diſtreſs to an 
6 Indian, to be driven from his dwelling ground, who 
« finds a home in the firſt place he fits down upon.“ 
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As I am furniſhed with the originals or c H ap. 


copies of ſeveral letters of correſpondence, 
which paſſed between them, I am enabled to 
trace. the tranſactions of this period, fo far as 


this ſociety is concerned, with a greater degree. 


„% 35 
The annual meeting for Penſylvania and New 

Jerſey, (held in courſe in the gth month of this 

year at Burlington) taking under conſideration the 


diſtreſſed Rate of the frontier ſettlements of theſe 
provinces, and having grounds to apprehend 
that many of their brethren in religious profeſ- 


hon, ſituated in parts immediately expoſed to 


danger, might ſoon ſtand in need of relief and 
aſſiſtance, who for want of timely attention 


andcare might be liable to ſuffer greatly in 
the approaching winter: agreed to raiſe the ſum 


of one thouſand pounds for this purpoſe : and 
as the exigencies of the ſociety by the continu- 
ance of the calamities of the war and the ma- 
| levolent miſrepreſentations of their adverſaries 


required vigilant attention; this meeting after 


approving the tranſactious of the committee ap- 
pointed in the preceding year, found it expe- 
dient to adopt a propoſal of conſtituting a meet- 


ing for ſufferings, and after conſidering and de- 


fining the ſervices and truſt to be committed to 


* ] apprehend it will be. more tisfactory to the 
reader, and more appoſite to the uniformity of hiſ- 


» # 


the 


XII. 


1756. 


torical narration to recite the matters of fact as they 


ariſe, than to interrupt the narrative by the inſertion 


of the letter, and papers at length: yet as ſome of 
the ſaid letters and paper appears worthy of a place 


in this work, and may give conſiderable ſatisfaction, I 


think they may be conveniently introduced in an appen- 
dix to this book and referred to as occaſion requires. 
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HISTORY or THE 


CHAP. the ſaid meeting, nominated twelve friends as 


XII. 


"> 


cc 


repreſentatives of the yearly meeting, and dired. 
1756, ed the reſpective 


Quarterly meetings to appoint 


four members each to repreſent them. 


The Services to be performed by the Meeting 


for Sulferings, VIZ. 


\« © To bids and conſider ED cafes of any 


cc 


cc 


friends under ſufferings and to adminiſter re- 
lief as neceſſity is found to require, or to ap. 
ply to the government or PROG] in power 


on their behalf. 


Jo correſpond with this meeting for ſuffer. 


of" 
cc 


cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Is 


ings or the yearly meeting in London, and to re. 
preſent the ſtate of friends here, and in gene- 
ral to repreſent this (the yearly) meeting, and 
appear in all caſes where the reputation and 
Intereſt of truth and our religious ſociety are 
concerned, but not to interfere in matters of 
* faith or diſcipline which are not N de- 
termined by the yearly meeting. 
Jo conſider the uſes and manner of appli- 


cation of charitable legacies and donations, 


and to adviſe reſpecting the titles of any 


land, or other eſtate belonging to the ſeveral 
meetings, &c. _ 


c To receive an account from the ſeveral 


ec 


cc 


cc 


particular meetings, of any ſufferings to 


which friends may be ſubjected for the teſti- 
mony of truth. 


And that fair minutes of all their proceed- 


(6 3 


cc 


ings ſhould be kept, and laid before the year- 


* Iy meeting from time to time.“ 


And 
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And ſome: years after the eſtabliſhment of c H A P. 
the ſaid: meeting, the reviſal of all manuſcripts XII. 
intended for publication by any member of the 1756, 
ſociety, was committed to the care thereof, as 
alſo any propoſal for the reprinting of books for 
general ſervice. 


PExSYLVANIA CONTINUED, 


Propridtdriee Anſwer 70 the Addreſs —Calum- 
nies againſt ine Feople called Quakers in Pen- 
ſylvama, gain credit in England. Thie Mect- 
mg for: Sufferings in London interpoſe on be- 

half of their Brethren. A . Deputation from 

_ them apply to a Nobleman in Jugh Station. — His 
Advice to them.—Meeting for Sufjerings in Lon- 
don write ' to Friends in Philagelpiua.—Þut oe- 
third of the preſent Aſſembly are Quakers. — 

| Rigorous Exactions under the Militia-law,— 
Proprietaries refujing. to let their own E Meek be 
taxed, ne 01S iy content. 


— 


P; HE meeting for Cate” in London, in C HH A P. 


ladelphia, in a letter accompanying their addreſs . 


tO the proprietaries, appointed a committee to 
deliver it and confer with them thereupon,” WhO 
received for anſwer, © That the proprietaries 
had no defire or intention to abridge the peo- 
ple of the province of Penſylvania in general, or 


to which they are by charter entitied.; and that 
Yor IV: T1 nr 


432 HISTORY or THE 


SH a P. if either friends or others, inhabitants of the 
Xu province, apprehend they have any juſt cauſe of 
88 complaint, and will point out the particular 
grievance, it ſhall be duly conſidered and redref. 
1ed.*—Ths anſwer appears plauſible, but ! 
think evaſive; the addrels ſpecited the particu- 
lar grieva ance and cauſe of complaint, and that 
their chartered privileges were abridged ; yet 
ic doth not appear, that the complainants ke. 
ceived any redreſs, but the caule of complaint 
ſtill continued. 
The ca- On the other hand, their ee e by 
Tumnies their ſtrenuous efforts had well nigh compaſſed 
age the their main deſign of excluding all the Quakers 
people cal- (ſo called) from any ſhare in the government or 
50 _ legiſlature, and ſubjecting them enurely to their 
credit in mercy. Their exaggerated miſ-ſtatement of 
dusland. facts, and unjuſt reflections upon a body of men 
who bad deſerved better of Penſylvania, than 
any other, had met with eaſy credit by many 
people of various ranks in England, and filled 


them with violent prepoſſeſſions againſt the 


Bog, and their principles and conduct: not 


only the injudicious part of the people; but 
men of abilities and men in power had been 
carried away with the ſtream of popular preju- 
dice, and ſuffered. themſelves to be influenced 
by the prevailing notion, that the Quakers mul: 
be. removed from all offices of government, or 

0 deer f. che province be abſolutely loſt. 
ferings in In this circumſtance of affairs the meeting for 
ice; gh ſufferings in London underſtanding that mea: 


ter poſe 0 
their good ſures were in agitation, tending to deprive their 


bn ein friends in Penſylvania of their religious rights 


halt of 
cher bre- Ne privileges, and to make fome material al- 


bene le. terations in the preſent f frame > of government in 
Fentylva* that 


Nia. 
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2 
> from the preſent appearance of things, ſuch 
3 beemed to be the temper of many, that no mea- 
a ures however diſadvantageous to us, could be 


offered 


* 
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ſociety as brethren all the world over, and in 


diſcharge of the truſt of their appointment, 
which 1s, to adviſe and interfere in every good 


office for the help and relief of their friends 
under ſuffering in general, thought it their 
duty to uſe their endeavours to prevent the de- 


Z fign taking effect. 


"A deputation of ſeveral friends was accord- 
ingly appointed to wait upon a nobleman in a 
bigh ſtation, in order to requeſt his advice and 
favourable interpoſition, no received and treat- 
ed them with remarkable kindneſs, and candid- 


| ly gave them his advice, and promiſed his en- 


deavours to prevent matters being carried to ex- 


tremity; the purport of his advice the ſaid de- 
puted friends delivered to the JOY in their 


report, as follows. 


483 
that province; from that fraternal affection and c H a v. 
ſympathy which connects the members of this 11. 


1756. 


He acquainted friends 56 Weed on him, Ace 


that he diſcovered a general and ſtrong prepoſ- 
ion excited againſt us as a people, both here 
and in America, chiefly he believed from the ſtation. 
repeated accounts tranſmitted hither, of the diſ- 
trelſing ſituation of affairs in that province, which 
f were too readily credited by all ranks, and 


aſcribed to the 5 ee and conduct of the 
ö © ſociety, 


That even thoſe 3 in confiderable ſtations, who 
| had been our firm friends on various occaſions, 


now ſeemed to be ſo far influenced, as to "Ba 


| citter wavering 1n their opinion or diſpoſed to 
join in the popular cry againſt us; and that 
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C HA P. offered to either houſe, which would not at 


XII. 


— — 


1750. 


leaſt meet with a ſtrenuous ſupport. | 
Nevertheleſs that he and a few more from a 
thorough knowledge and approbation of our 


principles and conduct in divers particulars; and 
from a conſideration of the injuſtice it would be, 


to exclude thoſe from any ſhare in the legiſla. 
ture of a province, who had fo highly contribu:. 


ed to its preſent value and reputation, were de. 


ſirous that we ourſelves if poſſible, ſhould apply 
a remedy, rather than leave it to be done by 
the public, who from the diſpoſition they were 


ia, ſeemed inclined to the ſevereſt; a clauſe for 
totally excluding our friends in Penſylvani 


and other parts of America, from having ſeats in 
any provincial aſſembly, by impoſing an oath, 


| having actually been part of a bill now before 


parliament, that as the majority of the prelent 


aſſembly were of our profeſſion, who from ther 
non principles could not contribute to the de- 
fence of the country, now. grievouſly haraſſed 
by the Indians under French influence, in a 


manner that moſt people here, and even many 


in Penſylvania, thought neceſſary; it ſeemed but 
common juſtice in our friends to decline accept. 


ing a truſt, which under the preſent circumſtan- 
ces they could not diſcharge; and therefore ad- 
viſed that we ſhould uſe our utmoſt endeavours 


to prevail upon them, neither to offer them 


ſelves as candidates, nor accept of ſeats in the 


Aerea 55 N „ 
hat if we could give any reaſonable hope: 


this advice would be complied with, he for one 


would endeavour to prevent any violent mes Þ 


{ures from being taken at the preſent. . 
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But, that as much depended on this compli- c x a p. 
a ance, he earneſtly recommended we ſhould not XIII. 
ir # truſt to letters only, or the moſt preſſing advices, 
i but that even ſome proper perſons ſhould be de- 
e | puted to go over on this occaſion. 

a. For ſhould any diſaſter befal the province, 
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„and our friends continue to fill the aſſembly, it il 
e. would redound to the prejudice of the ſociety 11 
iv # in general, and be the means, perhaps, of ſubvert- I 
y | ing a conſtitution under which the Province nad 0 
re # po happily flouriſhed. . © 1 THR 
or! He farther recommended it to us, to wait Ml 
a upon ſome other principal perſons in high ſtati- 

in | ons, and endeavour to prevail upon them to 


h, Don in ſuſpending the reſolutions which might 
we # 8 have been formed either for a preſent or total 
nt excluſion. | 
er Ila conſequence of theſe conferences and the 
de. foregoing report, a letter was drawn up by the 
ed F meeting for ſufferings in London, addreſſed to 
a | friendsof the quarterly meeting of Philadelphia, 
ry | aud other quarterly meetings iu Penſylvania ; 
bu # ss the ſubject was of great conſequence, not 
pt. FF only to the eaſe and ſafety of friends there, but 
an. 0 reicue the ſociety at large from the impreſ- 
ad- ions, which malignant abuſe had exerted itſelf 
urs 1 0 fix unjuſtly on its reputation, and as the 
em- yearly meeting of London was at hand, it was 
the | bought expedient to communicate the ſaid 
in Þ {2tter and the occaſion thereof, and the minutes 
| | ef their meeting to the ſaid yearly meeting, that 
pe: | hey might be ſtrengthened by the concurrence | 
one | aud approbation of the body in their collective . 
Je- capacity. The minutes and proceedings of the bor ſuf- 


; ferings in 
4 meeting for ſufferings ON American affairs were jv ay 
But, 1 s ee 
"i 3 a EE . Full N nende in 
3 nia. 
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CHAP. fully approved; with a recommendation to them, 
XIII. 


— 
175 


Two 


friends 
carry their 


; a 


bers of the ſociety called 


HISTORY or rue 


to continue their care and aſſiſtance therein as 


. occaſion might require; and likewiſe to uſe their 


endeavours to procure two ſuitable friends to go 
over, in purſuance of the advice given them, 
The draught of the letter was allo read in the 
yearly meeting, and approved. 

Two friends being found, who from a ths 
ſion of duty were willing to croſs the ſeas on 
this occaſion, and in the eſtimation of their bre. 


thren were well qualified for the ſervice, each of 


them having travelled through the province on 
religious viſits and were generally well ktown and 


eſteemed by their brethren there, viz. John Hunt 
of London, and Chriſtopher Wilſon of Cumber. 
land; they accordingly embarked and arrived 
at Philadelphia, in the early part of the tenth 
month this year, meeting with a cordial recep. 


tion from friends of that city, and had confer. 


ences with ſuch of them as were nominated by 


their late yearly meeting to compoſe a part of 


the meeting for ſufferings agreed to be eſtabliſh. 
ed, to whom they imparted the nature of the in- 


tereſting buſineſs upon which they had come 
over, when they ſoon perceived it fo unitormly 
coincided with the ſenſe and judgment of the 


friends in thoſe provinces, that ſeveral months 


previous to their arrival, fix repreſentatives 
in the aſſembly of Penſylvania who were mem- 
Quakers, deſirous to 


preſerve a conduct conſiſtent with their peace- 
able principles, and from a conviction of judg- 
ment againit complying with the military requl- 
ſitions warmly urged on the legiſlature, had of 
their own accord applied to the houſe for liber- 
ty, to vacate their ſeats; and after confideration 


cf 


Votes of Aſſembly, vol. iv. page, 564. 
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of the reaſons they offered for ſuch a mea-c H a p. 
ſure, their requeſt was granted, a new election 1 

ordered, and other perſons not of their religious g 
rofeſſion were choſen to ſupply their places; 

others alſo of the fame ſociety at the clole of the 

{effion of this year, refuſed to be continued in 

that ſtation. See page 511, Appendix, No. I. 

William Denny, being commthoned to ſuc-A new po- 
ceed Robert Hunter Morri 1s, as lieutenant gover-veruor 2 2 
nor of Penſylvania and its territories, arr ied in reer 
Philadelphia, in the 8th month,“ which raiſed _— 
the hopes of the people, that the proprietaries 25 


ſceing the ill effects of the controverſies which 


had fubſiſted were become diſpoſed to remove 


the cauſe of their continuance; but it was 
icon found they had changed their deputy 
only, and not their meaſures; in which the 
aflembly was fo confirmed by the governor's 
firſt ſpeech on public buſineſs, that they requelt- 
ed him to lay before the houſe full copies of fuch 
inſtructions given him by the proprietaries as 
related to money bills of any kind, with the pre- 
ambles or other parts that contain ed the reaſons 
of ſuch inſtructions, with which requeſt he com- 


pied, aud they evinced rather an increaſe than 
a relaxation of the reſtrictions heretofore given; 
and the governor having made a demand or 


money for the defence of the province, the 
houſe framed a bill for granting for the king's 
ule, fixty thouſand pounds, to be raiſed by an 


* Previous to his leaving London, a committee of 


the meeting for ſufferings there was deputed to wait 


on him (as had been uſual on the like occaſion) and 
requeſt his favourable regard to friends in that pro- 
vince, and he gave aflurance of his amicable diſpoſt- 
tion towards them. 
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CHAP, exciſe on ſpirituous liquors, which was preſent- 
en ed to the governor for his aſſent who after mak. 
1756. ing many objections which occaſioned ſome al. 
tercations between them, he at length ablolute- 
ly refuſed to enact, whereupon the houſe ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare a reply to his 
objechons, on conſideration of whole report it 
The aſſem- was 
dor ce“e instructions are arbitrary, aud unjuſt; an in- 
proprieta- fraction of the charter; a total ſubverſion of the 
ries vue” conſtitution, and a manifeſt violation of their 
an infrac- rights as freeborn ſubjects of England.“ 


tion of the 
charter. The annual election of repreſentatives through- 


lately paſt, and the day appointed by charter 


for their convening being near at hand, confer- 


| ences were obtained with thoſe members called 
Quakers who had been re-elected, 


ſeats and the qualifications uſually ſubſcribed ; 


their reaſons for which were ſet forth in a 


writing directed to the ſpeaker and houle of al- 
lembly, where their ee, was confidered, and 
. a new election immediately ordered 


and four others of different religious denomina- 


hut one- tions legally choſen in their ſtead; ſo that now 
: diy he Of thirty ſix members of which the whole houſe 
unden the Confiſted, there were not more than twelve 
—__ under the charaQer of Quakers, and divers of 
>. - them were not acknowledged members of that 


aeiety. 


* Yates of Aftembly, vol. iv. page 360. 


Reſolved—that the ſaid proprietary 


out the province for the preſent year, having 


in conle- 
quence of which four of them, convinced of the 

| propriety of the proceedings of our brethren in 
Great Britain, agreed to dechne taking their 
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law, which rendered it neceſſary to repreſent 
the grievance to the governor by an addreſs on 
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The ſeveral quarterly meetings in the two CH AP. 


provinces, appointed their reprelentatives, pur- 


ſuant to the directions of the late yearly meet- 1556. 
ing, and the firſt meeting tor ſufferings for Penſyl- 
vania, and New. Jerſey, was held in Philadel- 


Pfkia, the 11th of the 12th month of this year; 


at which the before mentioned deputies from 
friends in England, attending laid before the 


meeting ſeveral papers and two letters they 


had brought with them, relating to the buſineſs 
of their deputation. V | 
The inimical diſpoſition which had been ſo 1759. 


earneſtly and undeſervedly raiſed againſt friends 
in Penfylvania, manifeſted itſelf not only in 
endeavours to deprive them of their power and 
influence there, but extended itſelf into the 


government of the three lower counties on De- 


laware, where the militia-law had been enacted, 


and was executed with great rigour and oppreſ- 


| | | e ras n | Rigorous 
hon on the members of this ſociety, by ſuch * ens 


exorbitant exactions that in ſome inſtances under the 


they amounted to tenfold the ſum impoſed by - xd 


the ged. —X—X— 1 | 
The proprietaries and their adherents had The peo- 
gained little or nothing by their exertions to re- eee 
move the Quakers (ſo called) out of the provin- between 
cial aſſembly, for their ſucceſſors oppoſed them m pro- 
and their meaſures, even more vehemently, D ant the 
that by this time diſſenſions between them had *fiembly. 


riſen to a very ſerious height; the aflembly 


having come to a reſolution to ſend an agent to 


London, to remonſtrate to the government there 
againſt the proprietaries inſtructions to their go- 
vernors, which were apprebended to be ſubver- 
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CH a f. five of the eſſential rights of the people. Ty 
XI this circumſtance the people called Quaker, 
1559 though much miſrepreſeated by aſperſious and 
The Quak- groundleſs ſurmiſes to the proprietors, who were 
a eit. too eaſily prejudiced thereby, in conformity to 
ed io avoid their pacific principles, thought it their duty tg 
with bar- Caution their friends againſt mixing with the 
ties. contending parties, fo as to ſuffer their minds tq 
7 be agitated with the prevailing heats and animo- 
ſities. The meeting for ſufferings alſo appoint. 
ed a committee to labour to promote an amica. 
ble adjuſtment of their differences. A conduct 
bighly becoming their chriſtian profeſſion in en- 
deavouring to do good for evil, and very diffe- 
rent from the malevolent party ſpirit of their 
adverſaries. 5 e . 
Notwithſtanding which, friends thought they 
had ſtill reaſon to complain of the averſeneſs of 
be diffatiſ- the proprietaries to attend to their remonſtrance; 


_ dg and in their opinion to their own true intereſts, 


Vet think 
they have 


prielaries. as well as thoſe of the people, in not uſing ſeaſona. 


ble endeavours to check the encroach ments on 
the fundamental principles of their conſtitution; 
and that they declined to return a ſatisfactory 
anſwer to their addreſs, and were quite ſilent as 


to their reſolution of preſerving to the provinci- 


als their fundamental privilege of liberty of con- 
ſcience: the anſwer they returned appeared 
merely evaſive, and deſigned to avoid a plain 
and candid reply to their requeſt, Theſe pro- 


prietaries inſtead of vaitatiog the example of 
their honourable father , in ſtudying the welfare . 


of the people, and cultivating a good under- 


ſtanding with and amongt them, by juſt and ge. 


nerous meaſures, ſeem rather after the example ot 
too many in power, to uſe the power they were 


inveſted. 
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inveſted with to graſp at more, without a due con- c H A P. 
ſideration of the obligation they were under to. XI. 
thoſe men, who, by the equity of their adminiſ- 1757. 
tration, their induſtry, and their virtue had prinͤ-ẽñ 
cipally contributed to the late proſperous ſtate 

of the province, whereby the value of their eſ- 

tate was greatly increaſed. „ BNET. 
The principal ſubject of miſunderſtanding be- Proprieta- 
tween the preſent aſſembly and the proprietary "<< refuſe 


| | f , to let their 
governors, was concerning the public taxation. eſtates be 


The latter in their ſpeeches were continually u. 
urging the aſſembly to raiſe money for military 


preparations, and building forts for the defence 
of the province, which the preſent aſſembly or 
the majority of them, having no conſcientious 
ſcruple againſt, were not averle to grant; and in 
order to raiſe an adequate ſum, had recourſe to 


a land tax, and in drawing up the bills they 
taxed the proprietary eſlate, as thinking 1t rea- 


ſonable that they who had the greateſt proper- 
ty to be defended, ſhould bear their ſhare of the 
charge. The governor therefore in purſuance 
of his inſtructions, whereby the proprietaries 
claimed an exemption from the tax, and alſo a 
controuling power in the diſpoſing of the money 


raiſed, refuſed his aſſent to the money bills. 


Both ſides perſevered in ſupporting their con- 
tradictory ſentiment, without yielding; mutual 
accuſations, and remonſtrances widened the 


breach; the frontier ſettlements ſtill remained 


expoled to the incurſions of the Indians, and 
the people were divided in attachment to one 


ſide or the other, hence aroſe thoſe party heats 


and animoſities, which this ſociety were con- 
cerned to caution their members againſt inter- 
meddling in, | EE 


The 
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557. 


HISTORY or run 


The aſſembly of Penſylyania at the ſame time 
baving under conſideration a law for eſtabliſhiug 
a militia in that province, the meeting for ſuffer. 
ings at Philadelphia interpoſed ia behalf of 


friends, by an addreſs to the aſſembly, 3 in which 
they again recite the 35th ſection of laws, and 


the firſt clauſe of .the charter of privileges, 


whereby it appears that laws requiring under 


pains and penalties, ſervices of friends incompa- 


| tible with their well-known chriſtian principles, 
are direct infractions of that religious liberty 
which was the moſt eſſential condition of ſettle. 


ment; and therefore they requeſt that the afſem- 


bly would make ſuch provition therein that the 


liberty of conſcience heretofore enjoyed, and fo 


ſolemnly and repeatedly granted by the char. 


ter may not in any pen be infringed or 
yiolated. 


GHA FP; 
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\ TW Ar 
PENSYLVANIA CONTINUED. | 


A Proclamation publiſhed for a public Faſt —Rea- 
ons for not obſerving it. —Neceſſity for a Re 
conciliation with the Indians not early enough 
attended to.—Subſcription and Aſſociation for 
preſerving Peace with them. —Government of 
Fenſylwania treat with the Indians, at Eaſton. 
Some Friends think it beſt to attend though 
diſcouraged by the Governor. —Truſtees of the 
Friendly Aſſociation addreſs the Governor in de. 
fence of their Condud.—The Governor tranſ- 
mits to England a Report of a Commmittee, 
which caſts the Blame on Friends.—An intend- 


ed Theatre profumnted by the Aſſembly. 


- IN the fixth month, this year, a proclamation CHAP. 


was publiſhed, appointing a day to be obſerved 
tor a public faſt, a manifeſt evidence that the 
people called Quakers had little influence in the 
government; yet being ſtill diſpoſed both to 
avoid occaſions of juſt offence, or decline com- 
plying with the ordinauces of the preſent rulers 
without rendering a reaſon, and to inform the 
public in general concerning their priuciple re- 
ſpecting ordinances of this nature, a committee 
by appointment of the meeting for ſufferings 
had a conference with the governor and the 

| mayor 
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wr Joined by human authority. | 
alſo publiſhed an apology in jultiticaiion of the 


HISTORY OF THE 


A P. mayor of the city, to whom they gave their rea- 


ons for not complying with obſervations en- 
That meenag 


practice of friends, aud in ſupport of their chrif- 
tian teſtimony againſt complying with human 1n- 


junctions in matters relative to the worſhip of 
God, viz. 3 


An Apology 10 the People called 3 

containing ſome Reaſons, for their not com- 
plying with human Iojundtions and Inſtitutions 

in Matters relative to the n of God. 


\ F is well known that the province of Penſyl- 


vania was firſt ſettled by a number of pious, ſo-. 


ber and ſubſtantial people (moſtly) members of 
the religious ſociety called Quakers, who had 


many years ſuffered grievous perſecutions in 


their native country, for their faithful conſcien- 


tious teſtimony againſt complying with human 


inſtitutions and injunctions in matters of faith 
and worſhip. 

That by their patience 5 meekneſs in ſuſ⸗ 
ferings, and their integrity, ſobriety and honeſty 
in the courſe of their conduct, they clearly ap- 


proved themſelves to be the ſincere followers 


and diſciples of Chriſt, aud were by royal autho- 
rity entruſted with many valuable and extenſive 
rights and privileges, to be enjoyed with the 
property they had purchaſed in the ſoil of the pro- 
vince, which induced them, without any ex- 
penſe to the government, to croſs the ſeas, and 
ſettle and improve it, though at that time a wil 
derneſs; and by the 35th ſection of the firſt 
laws made under the royal charter, the e 
c car 
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dlear and determinate afſurance was made to c n A Þ. 


them and their ſucceilors, that © ſo long as they 
« lived peaceably and juſtly under the civil 
government, they ſhould in no ways be moleſt- 
« ed or prejudiced for their religious perſua- 
« fion or practice, nor be compelled at any 
time to frequent or maintain any religious 
e worſhip, place or miniſtry contrary to their 
„ religious perſuaſion. Theſe privileges were 
confirmed by our worthy firſt proprietor Wil- 
ham Penn, by the 8th article of the preſent 
charter of privileges granted by bim in theſe 
words. But becauſe the happineſs of man- 
« kind depends ſo much upon the enjoyment 
* of liberty of their conſciences, as aforeſaid, I 
« do hereby ſolemnly declare, promiſe and 
« grant for me, my heirs and afligns, that the 
« firſt article of this charter relating to liberty 
of couſcience, and every part and clauſe there- 
< in, according to the true intent and meaning 
thereof, ſhall be kept and remain without any 
< alteration inviolably for ever.“ 

From the firſt ſettlement of this province, till 
within a few years paſt, the adminiſtration of the 
laws was committed chiefly to men of the ſame 
principles with the firſt ſettlers, and by the di- 
vine bleſſing on their religious concern for the 
preſent and future proſperity and happineſs of 
the people, virtue and true religion were promot- 
ed and encouraged, vice and irreligion were diſ. 
couraged, peace, tranquillity aud plenty remain- 
ed in "the land; and the enjoyment of religious 
and civil liberty was inviolably preſerved. - 

We profeſs, and acknowledge the ſame religi- 
ous principles our predeceſſors publiſhed to the 
world, and hace by the permithon of infinite 
wildom, 
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HISTORY or True 


wiſdom, the peace of this province hath been in- 
terrupted, and the deſolating calamities of war 
experienced by our diſtreſſed fellow fabjects on 
the frontier ſettlements, we have been affection- 


| ately concerned in true ſympathy, freely con. 


tributed towards their relief; and often been 
engaged both in public and private, to put up 
our ſupplications to Almighty God on their be. 
half; and by the conſtant tenor of our conduct, 


manifeſted that to fear God, honour the king, 


and promote peace and piety among men are 


acknowledged by us indiſpenſable duties; yet 


ever ſince we were a people we have had a tel. 
timony againſt meer formality and human in- 


junctions in matters of religion and the worſhip 


of God; and being taught by the precepts of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the teſtimonies of bis 


Apoſtles, and our own experience, that the wor 


ſhip and prayer which God will accept, cai 


diſſent from formal and ceremonious injuncti- 
ons; by which ſet forms or times are appointed 


F. How - 


gill's works, ,. 


Page, 430. 


only be performed and offered by the immedi- 


ate aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; we are conſci- 
entiouſly concerned to maintain our religious 


in man's will for divine worſhip, * For though 
the Jews in the firſt covenant had many fats 
and feaſts, and holy- days, as the feaſts of the 
K new moon, and paſſover, and feaſts of unlea- 
<« yened bread, Pentecoſt, the feaſts of taberns- 


A 
* 


c cles, and the feaſts of dedication, which art 


Ifaiah, i, 


10 tO 158. 


« largely ſhewed in the books of Moſes,” vet 
even in that time when the obſervation of fal!s 


and appointed days was thus enjoined, the Lord 


by the prophet declared, he was weary 70 bec! 
their appointed feaſts, that their ſolemn mcetiny 
was iniquity, becauſe for want of a proper dilp0- 
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ſiion of heart to ſeek and ſerve him, their hearts c H A P. 05 
. ' | 8 l 
1 remained polluted. e. ſhall not faſt as ꝙe do tis Wi 
day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Is it 1757. WU! 
| 2-1 5 0 757 | | 
puch a faſt that I have choſen, a day for a man to Iftiab, 1 
. . a 9 4 to bw do his head lviii. 4. to 1 
| * affli his ſoul? Ts it to bow down Has head as a, ll | 
* bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under hit 
iim? Milt thou call this a faſt and an acceptable Mit 
day to the Lord? Is not this the faſt that I have choſen, lt 
0 looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 19 
„burden, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that 10 
s je break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to 
| the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are 


ue 


caſt out, to thy houſe ; when thou ſeeſt the naked, 


N * — — - — 
— — 
— I — — — 


- B that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyſelf i 

5 * from thine own fleſh, then ſhalt thou call, and the 100/58 
Lord ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, 9 * 
* WU here I am. From which it appears that even my 
4 when public faſts were obſerved by divine ap- i 

* > pointment, yet the Lord declared his diſappro- W. 
bation of them, when the obſervers thereof bl 
dd not manifeſt their fincerity by - ſuitable I 
” | fruits of repentance and amendment of life. But 16 
ve dare not comply with in junctions of that 1 


kind, as the diſpenſation in which thoſe out- 

: i = ward obſervations were enjoined, is now ceaſed. 

be Chriſt our holy head and high prieſt, who is the 
ſubſtance of that which was pointed to and 


- — 
— _ 


= 
rr 
4 Py - — An —_ — — Wh 


1 hoped for, enjoins his followers the obſervance 
5 bf a daily univerſal faſt. A faſt from every 


- = thing which has not a tendency to purify and 
1 perfect the ſoul, and render it more and more fit 
„ ds become the tabernacle of the Holy Ghoſt, 

J + . : 5 c 5 £ | | 
mm He politively requires of his diſciples and fol- 38 
5 g 1 7 | | » . . M b. . 

* lowers, that they deny themſelves, take up their Matip. it 


24. Luke, 
9. croſs and follow him, and that they watch and pray 2 16. F 
10 always, that they may be accounted worthy to ſtand 


Vor. © SER K k | before 
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HISTORY OF THE 


onA f. before him. That in the primitive churches they 
XIV. ſaw an end of theſe ſhadows of things to come, 


| 77 


> and were brought to him, the ſubſlance, in 


whom all figures and ſhadows do end, 1s mani- 
feſt from the repeated expreſſions of the apoſtle 
Paul, Fir Chriſt is the end of the law for righte- 


 ouſneſs to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4, 


But now hath he obtained a more excellent mmiſtry, 
by how much alſo he is the mediator of a better 


_ covenant, which was eſtabliſhed upon better pro- 


miſes. Heb. viii. 6. But now after that ye have 


known God, or rather are known of God, how turn 


ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, where 
unto ye defire again to be in bondage. Te obſerve 


days and months and times and years, I am afraid 
of you, leſt I have beſtowed upon you labour in 


vain. Gal. iv. 9. to 11. One man efteemeth one 
day above another ; another eſteemethi every day 


alike. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto | 


the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, to the 


Lord he doth not regard it. Let us not therefore iſ 
judge one another any more, but judge this rather, 


that no man put a ſtumbling block, or an occaſion to 


fall, in his brother”s way. Rom. xiv. 3, 6, and 13. 
Let no man therefore judge you in meat or drink, o. 
in reſpedt of an holy-day, or of the new moon, or of 


the ſabbath days, which are a ſhadow of things t0 


come, but the body is of Chriſt. Col. ii. 16, and 


17. And we apprehend that the practice and 
teſtimony of our forefathers is truly conſiſtent 


therewith, as will appear on a peruſal of ther 
_ writings, and particularly thoſe of our worthy 
friends William Penn and Robert Barclay. 


W. Penn's*© We cannot, in conſcience to God, obſerve 
works, vol. Rev 0c holy- 
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= <« holy-days (fo called) the public faſts and c navy. 
© _ <« feats, becauſe of their human inſtitution and XIV. 
c ordination, and that they have no divine war- 1957. 
- © < rant, but are appointed in the will of man.” R. Bar- 
8 Even as we have ſuffered much in our native ws ps 
- © <« country, becauſe we neither could ourſelves 65, 
bear arms nor ſend others in our place, nor 
5 0 give our money for the buying of drums, 
( ſtandards, and other military attire; and laſt- 
„c ly, becauſe we could not hold our doors, 

c windows, and ſhops, cloſe for conſcience ſake, 

c upon ſuch days as faſts and prayers were ap- 

pointed, for to deſire a bleſſing upon, and ſuc- 

cc 


B ceſs for the arms of the kingdom or common 
wealth, under which we live, neither give 
c thanks for the victories acquired by the effu- 
« ſion of much blood, by which forcing of the 
« conſcience, they would have conſtrained our 
brethren, living in divers kingdoms, at war 
together, to have implored our God for con- 
5 trary and contradictory things, and conſe- 
© quently impoſſible; for it is impoſſible, that 


cc 
cc 


CE: 


c two parties fighting together, ſhould both ob- 
4 tain the victory; aud becauſe we cannot con- 
= © cur with them in this confuſion, therefore we 
dare ſubjec to perſecution. Yea and others, 
c who with us do witnels, that the uſe of arms 
4 js unlawful to chriſtians, do look aſquint 


and MW cc 


. upon us: but which of us two do moſt fait h- 
tent * < fully obſerve this teſtimony againſt arms? 
her FF either they, who at certain times at the magiſ- 
thy Þ* rtrates order, do cloſe up their ſhops and houſ- 
Jay. | © es, and meet in their aſſemblies, praying for 
erve i <© the proſperity of their arms, or giving thanks 
zoly- * <© for ſome victory or other, whereby they make 

> © themſelves like to thoſe that approve wars 

. - 5 2 e 


goo - - HISTORY or rar 


c HAP.“ and fighting: or we, which cannot do theſe | ; « | 
XIV. ce things for the ſame cauſe of conſcience, leſt <« | 
1757. © we ſhould deſtroy by our works, what we ef- 3 

tabliſh in words? we ſhall leave to the Judg- = 


„ment of all prudent men. 
And as we can appeal to the er der 9 
hearts that our teſtimony herein proceeds from 
inward conviction and a principle of conſcience, 
and not from perverſeneſs, obſtinacy or diſre- 
ſpe to our ſuperiors, we hope the moſt charita- 
ble and chriſtian conſtruction will be put upon 
our conduct, in thus diffenting from the practice 
of other profeſſors of chriſtianity: for though 
we think ourſelves well warranted in adhering 
to the precepts of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt who en- 
joined his followers, that when they faſted they 
Matth vi. ſhould not appear unto men to faſt, but unto their 
55 Father who ſeeth in ſecret; nevertheleſs it is far 
from us to cenſure or condemn ſuch who ſincere- 
ly eſteem it their duty to obſerve in humility of 
ſoul, days and times of faſting and prayer. 
Our intention and deſire is to preſerve our pri- 
vileges both religious and civil, and to maintain 
that liberty of conſcience we are entitled to by 
the laws of this province. Conſcience is God's 
prerogative, he is the ſupreme Lord, Judge, and 
W. Pens Guide thereof. Nor are we fo ignorant as to 
works, vol, «© think it is within the reach of human power 
. 445 ce to fetter conſcience or to reſtrain its liberty 
ſtrictly taken; but the plain Engliſh of liber- 
ce ty of conſcience we would be underſtood to 
mean is this, namely, the free and uninter— 
*© rupted exerciſe of our conſciences in that way 
* of worſhip, we are moſt clearly perſuaded 
* God requires us to ſerve him in (without eu- 


© dangering our undoubted birthright of wo 
| ; c uh 


A 


c 
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« liſh freedom) which being matter of faith, we c 1 A p. 
« fin if we omit, and they cannot do leſs, that > NEV 
« ſhall endeavour it.” | 
We have ever believed that it is is by the light 
or gift of God that all true knowledge in things 
{piritual is received and revealed, and as the 
ſame is manifeſted and received in the heart, by 
the ſtrength and power thereof, all true believ- 
ers, in Chriſt, come to the clear and diſtinct know- 
ledge of their duty; and will be taught thereby 
when to faſt, and what to pray for as they 


1757. 


ought : and as prayer is the moſt awful and ſo- 


lemn part of religious worſhip, we eſteem it our 
duty to wait for divine light and underſtanding, 
that we may know the will of God, otherwiſe 
we may aſk amiſs and not receive, and by effer- 


ing the ſacrifice of fools, do evil. 


The moſt eminent and experienced chriſtians 


declared, they, knew not how to pray or what jg Rom, W 


pray for as they ought, but as the ſpirit itſelf” 
helped their infirmities with fighs and groanings, &c. 


And they were to pray with the ſpirit and with the Cor. aiv. 
underſtanding, Surely then not in the will of man, 


nor becauſe he appoints? Every thing we pray 
for ſhould be in the name or power of Jeſus, and 


according to the will of God, who knows beſt 


what 1s moſt proper and convenient for us, and 


will tend moſt to his glory and the good of his 


creatures, And who can ſay that adverſity and 
afflictions may not be productive of real good, 


and a means of bringing many to ſeek rhe Lord, 


who in a time of eaſe and proſperity forgot and 


departed from him. For we have great reaſon 


to acknowledge that the juſt judgments of the 
Lord are now in the land, and that there is cauſc 
for deep penitential bumility and mourning be- 
tore him, that theſe Judgments may be removed 

from 


=; HISTORY or THE 


c H AP. from us; and if the people will make a right | f gi 
e improvement of them, and every particular per-. x 
1757. fon reform one, as it is in the power of every lade 


one under the operation and influence of divine 


grace to do; this will be an acceptable faſt to 


Signed 


the Lord: to faſt from pride, ſtrife, contention, B 
unnatural heats, broils, animoſities, blood; from coul. 
luxury, wantonneſs, revellings, drunkenneſs „pro- faſt, 
faneneſs, impiety, covetouſnels, deceit, fraud, in- of th 
fidelity, and all manner of evil; then might we gene 
have ſome well grounded reaſon to hope that the cond 
ſcourge which hangs over us will in due time be whic 
removed and we again be favoured with cays there 
of peace and tranquillity. moſt 
There are ſome yet living in this country, in tl 
who are witneſſes that fo long as the people ciple 
lived in the fear of God, walked in humility be- exer 
fore him, and kept his holy law and command- ſome 
ments, it went well with them and with their chil- eiliat 
dren; the land rejoiced, the bleſſing of the ſiſter 
Moſt High was known, and his powerful and inval 
protecting providence remarkably conſpicuous; | ans 1 
for though we had no outward barrier, the ous 
ſword was not permitted to enter within our thoſe 
border, but the ſalvation of the Lord was a de- and 
fence round about: but now blood has been and 
ſpilt and the land is polluted therewith, and the ſelve 
 lound of war is heard. Oh! that the inhabi- A litt 
tants may conſider theſe things and lay them to a def 
| heart, before it be too late, and cry mightily 0 were 
the Lord our God, turning to bim with all our with 
hearts and imploring bis aſſiſtance, who, if our frien 
ways pleaſe him, can ariſe for our deliver- Vour: 
_ ance and cauſe our enemies to be at peace effec; 
with us. 2 with 
Fgard. 


G@- Cd. Cd ed 


Ars, 
1 


PEOPLE carter QUAKERS. 
Signed on behalf and by appointment of 1 a Þ. 


our ſaid meeting for ſufferings, held at Phi- 


ladelphia, the 29th of the 6th month, 1757, by 
+ JAuESs PEMBERTON, Clerk. 


But although the members of this ſociety 


could not couſiſtently join in obſerving ſuch a 
faſt, they were ſenſibly affected» on account 


of the calamitous ſtate of the province, and the 


general diſregard to religion and rectitude of 
conduct prevailing amongſt the inhabitants, 


which they conſidered as the principal cauſe 


thereof; aud notwithſtanding they were now 
moſtly excluded from places of truſt or power 
in the government, and by their chriſtian prin- 


ciples averſe to the ſhedding of blood; yet they 


exerted themſelves from the firſt, not without 
ſome degree of ſucceſs, to bring about a recon- 


ciliation with the natives, in a manner con- 
ſiſtent with their principles. Soon after the firſt 
invaſion of the frontiers of Virginia by the Indi- 
ans in the French intereſt, divers of this religi- 
ous ſociety were led to turn their thoughts to 
thoſe Indians who had been their old friends 


and neighbours, and to conſider whether they 
and the government had fully demeaned them- 
ſelves towards them with fidelity and juſtice, 
A little reflection convinced them there had been 
a deficiency. Some in their private capacity 
were willing to promote a good underſtanding 
with them, by giving them a teſtimony of their 
friendly regard: others of them uſed endea- 


$03 
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vours to prevail with the government (as more Nesceffity 


effectual) to enter into conciliating meaſures 


with them; but the propoſal was not duly re- 


garded, till the diſtreſſed ſtate of the province Indians. 
brought 


fora recon- 
ciliation 
w1th the 


Err Ar 
8 
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* brought many to more ſerious confiderations 
v and convinced them that fuch meaſures were 

1757- expedient and even neceflary. 
The friends who were principally active in 


promoting theſe meaſures, informed the enſuing 
yearly meeting of their proceedings, which were 


approved, and friends in general recommended 
to aſſiſt in promoting ſo good and neceflacy an 
undertaking : but this being buſineſs of a civil 
nature, the meeting did not think it properly be. 
ionged to them, as a religious body, to inter- 
Aſfocia · fere further therein. Many friends and others 
tion and. promoted a friendly aſſociation for raiſing and 
ſubſcripti- 

on for pre- applying a ſum of money for forwarding and 
23 in preſerving a peace with the Indians, a liberal 


them, ſubſeription being made by them the applicati- 
8 on whereof, produced a ſalutary effect.” 3 


n 


»The friendly aſſociation was firſt promoted in 


the 11th month, 1756, and continued to the 19th of 


Ath month, 1763; during which time committees 


were annually elected by the ſubſcribers, who met on 


the 19th of 4th month, in each year, to receive from 
the ſaid committee an account of their tranſactions, 
and expenditure of the money raiſed, which amounted 
to 40040. 15. Gd. which was chiefly laid out in preſents 
to the Indians and delivered to them at the public 
treaties either by the governors of the province, Mor- 
ris and Denny, on behalf of the ſubſcribers, or by the 


permiſſion or knowledge of the ſaid governors, as well 


to conciliate the minds of the Indians as to encourage 
them to ſeek out and releaſe the captives remaining 
among them. 430¾. part of the above ſum was con- 
tributed by the Menoniſts, who entruſted it to the 
care of the ſaid aſſociation, and beſides the above con- 


tributions the ſum of 2361. 145. was raiſed by a num 


ber of other religious Germans, called . 
WIIC 


conf, 
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and 
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treat 
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In the jth month (commonly called July) © 
this year a treaty was opened between the go- 
vernment of Penſylvania and the neighbouring 1757. 


Indians at Eaſton, in Northampton county. * 


And ſeveral friends propoſing to attend the trea- A treaty 


ty to forward the deſirable work of peace, the 
governor declared his diſapprobation of their at- 
tendance at the treaty, or diſtinguiſhing them- 
ſelves by giving the Indians any preſents. 

. Whereupon 


which they directed to be applied for the particular 


purpoſe of the redemption of captives. 


In 1764, another ſubſcription was ſet on foot by the 
people called Quakers, and 266“. 10s. raiſed and ap- 
plied for the relief of the frontier inhabitants diſtreſ- 


ſed by the incurſions of the Indians. 
Note, theſe ſums are ſuppoſed to be in Penſylvania 
currency. e 3 


* At this place two treaties had been held in the 


preceding year 1756. One of them in the 7th month 


by governor Morris, preparatory to the other in the 


11th month by governor Denny : when ſome captives 


were brought in and reſtored to their connections: 
Which treaties appear to have been promoted by a 


conference had between ſome of the people called 
Quakers in Philadelphia, and a few Indians who were 
occaſionally in that city, in the 4th month preceding; 
and alſo through the mediation of Sir William John- 
ſon, the king's agent in Indian affairs. The ſubſequent 


treaties in the year 1758 were alſo held at Eaſton, at 
the laſt of which, a general peace was ſettled on the 


23d of October, 1758, for Penſylvania and all the 


other provinces. Francis Bernard, governor of New 
Jerſey, acting on behalf of that colony. The diſputes 


reſpecting their claims unſatisfied for lands havin 


TE been at the preceding treaty, in the month called 
8 May, by mutual conſent referred to the king of Eng- 


land, | 
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c HA r. Whereupon friends held ſeveral conferences as 


— 


1757. 


Some 
friends 


think it 


beſt to 


attend at 
it, though 
the gover- 
nor diſap- 


proves. 


to the meaſures they ſhould purſue ; the 


reſult whereof was, that as mutual tokens of the 


revival of antient friendſhip had paſſed be. 


tween them and the Indians with a view to pro- 
mote a general peace, 1t might now be of bad 
conſequeuce to decline, or neglect attending on 
this important occaſion. 


determination, ſeveral friends from Philadelphia 


and elſewhere, proceeded on their Journey to 
Eaſton and attended the treaty. 


In the afternoon of the ſame day that they ar: 


rived there, the Indians with Teedyuſcung their 


king or chief waited on the governor, and ſigni- 


fied the ſincerity of their intentions to promote 
the good work of peace; when he deſired that as 
things had heretofore been miſunderſtood or for- 


gotten, he might have the liberty to chooſe a 


clerk to take minutes of the tranſactions of the 
treaty, 


which requeſt being twice evaded, it gave 
the Indians conſiderable uneafineſs, as appre- 


hending treacherous dealing; but by the inter- 


fition of friends in confefring with them, and 


making them a ſmall preſent they were pacified, 
At the next meeting the governor conſented 
to allow them a clerk, and they proceeded to 
the buſineſs of the treaty. 
Teedyuſcung made was that of ſatisfaction for 


The firſt demand 


the injury a meſſenger of theirs had received, 
who, being ſent on a meſſage to the remote In- 
dians, in his return was ſhot by one of the pro- 
wache and at this time lay dangerouſly ill of 
the wound. The ſatis faction he demanded was, 
that if the wounded man ſhould die, the agrel- 
for ſhould be tried by the laws of the Salem 

; an 


In conſequence of this 
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and ſuffer death * in like manner. This demand c HA p, | 
and propoſal ſeemed not well reliſhed by ſome XIV. 
erſons, who wiſhed rather to retard peace ,,;- 

. than to forward it: the next day there was no 


. public treaty; all things ſeemed to be in con- 
| FF tuhon; during which time friends kept quiet, 
1 © waiting for opportunities wherein they might 
5 KF hope to be more ſucceſsful in their well meant 
0 
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endeavours, being very earneſt to procure peace 
for the province, and to purſue the moſt effec- 


)1⅛kC . Ode og 2 OL pr 8 
„WS 00 UEKS TOE Oe a 


tual means for obtaining ſecurity to the frontier 
. ſettlements. e 
r But deep rooted prejudice poſſeſſed the 
minds of many, who manifeſted ſuch bitterneſs 
e and envy to the whole ſociety, that, their mea- 
s M2 ſures were thwarted, their laudable undertak- 
r. © ings miſrepreſented, and their characters aſperſ- 
a ed; very unjuſt charges and inſinuations were 
je 2 propagated againſt friends for their conduct in 
© Indian affairs, as treacherouſly taking their part 
e- © ina manner hoſtile to the intereſt of the province. 
r- Upon this occaſion the friends concerned Lruſtees 
1d thought it neceſſary in their own juſtification to cation ad. 
d. explain and vindicate their conduct in an ad- dreſs the 
ed dreſs to their governor, William Denny, Eſq. in defence 
tO which is placed in the appendix, No. 2. ot their 
ad What impreſſion this addreſs made on the ad. 
Or governor I am not informed, but if a favourable 199: 
d, one, he and his coadjutors ſuffered their minds _ 
In- afterwards to be biaſſed by popular rumours 
ro- and party; for in the beginning of the year 
of Þ © 1759, the ſaid governor and his council tranſ- 
as, | mitted to England a report of a committee by 
ef. BE 9 „„ 8 them 
ny 3 Offering alſo to renew the annual compact, that if any | 
nd of their people ſhould commit the like crime the criminal 


2 ſhould be delivered up to be tried by the laws of the colo- 
u and ſuffer deatn. 5 
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againſt 


triends, 
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C * AP. them appointed, to enquire into the diffatisfac. 
R tions and claims upon the Indians, containing 


inſinuations and charges calculated to aſperſe 
Report of the ſociety of the people called 

committee P . . . 
injure their reputation with the Britiſh govern. 
ment. 
to the knowledge hereof, applied to the gover. 
nor and council by two ſucceſſive addreſſes, 


for a copy of ſaid report, and received an eva- 


uakers, and 


The meeting for {ſufferings there coming 


five anſwer to the firſt, and to the ſecond a po- 
ſitive refuſal, which carries the appearance of a 
ſecret deſign, not only to ſtigmatize them, but to 


procure credit to the report as undeniable, by 
depriving them of the means of vindicating their 
conduct or of refuting moſt probably, a partial 
and misſtated repreſentation of fact. See Apen- 
dix, No. Ml 
I, find in a letter from the meeting for ſuffer. 
ings at Philadelphia to that in London, bearing 

date the 25th of 3d month, 1760, a reference to 
a future treaty to be held the enſuing ſummer as 
 followeth, © It will be a great advantage to the 


ce public, and afford real ſatisfaction to us, to 


« find at the general treaty, which is expected 
„ to be held with the Indians next ſummer, 


„that the governor hath full power to termi. 
«© nate the controverſies, which are ſubſiſting 


cc reſpecting their lands in the northern parts 
© of Penſylvania. 
c leaſe of ſome hundreds of our fellow-ſubjects 
ho remain in captivity, can hardly be ex. 
c pected to be obtained. The pacific meaſures, 
have been 


Until this is done the re- 


“ which, through much difficulty 
« purſued; being bleſſed with happy effects, 


< the friends immediately concerned therein 
Hare encouraged to continue their endeavours. 


8 And it appearing to tbem ae at this 
c time 


and j 
polity, 
diſcuf 


Whicl 


ſtreng 
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« time to addreſs the proprietaries of that pro- c H Ap. 


« yince, we hope, the account they are able to 


« give of their firſt motives to engage in that 
« important buſineſs, and their proceedings 
« therein to the preſent time, will tend to re- 
« move ſome of thoſe prejudices, which have 
“ heretofore prevailed, and engage a favoura- 
« ble attention to the important ſubjects of re- 
« eſtabliſhing peace on the principles of juſtice 
« and equity.” It being their opinion and, they 
think muſt be that of all men, who are open to 
conviction, that peace with the natives which 


the circumſtances of the colonies indiſpenſably 


required was to be reſtored and preſerved only 
by pacific meaſures. beg! 1 8 
The foregoing quotation ſeems to elucidate 


the before mentioned report, of the committee, 
as to their reaſons for reflecting on the proceed- 


ings of friends in Indian affairs; it may be pre- 


ſumed from thence that the Indians conceived 
they had been injured by the proprietaries or 
their agents, by encroachments on their lands 
without their conſent, or without an equivalent 
(contrary to the practice of the firſt ſettlers) and 
probably the members of the friendly aſſociation 
thought they had reaſon to complain, and might 


give their opinion in favour of a compenſation 
to the natives for the injuries done them, as 
moſt conſiſtent with the principles of chriſtianity 
and juſtice, and moſt eligible in the preſent diſ- 
poſition of the Indians to enter into an amicable 
diſcuſſion of the grounds of their diſcontent, 
which might be interpreted by this committee a 
ſtrengthening of the Indian cauſe againſt the 
proprietary intereſt, And from political mo- 


tives might be repreſented to the Engliſh go- 


Verament in terms to carry the appearance of 
"= Bong 
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c HA r. being contrary to the intereſts of the mother 


XIV. 
count 5 
1 u alſo 


560. 
. from its firſt ſettlement, had been remarkably 


diſtinguiſhed for the public and private virtues; 


the mutual benevolence; ſobriety and induſtry 
of its inhabitants; was now diſturbed and ii 
peace deſtroyed by party diſſenſions and mutu- 
al diſtruſts. And now alſo the ſimplicity df 
manners, which had been the ornament of the 
_ Nate, the ſafe- guard of its virtue, and the four. 
dation of its proſperity, was in danger of being 
 ſubverted ; for an attempt was made in imitai. 
on of the ſtates and populous cities of Europe, 
to introduce into Philadelphia the refinements 6f 
voluptuouſneſs, and a taſte for ſenſual gratinca- 
tions, by erecting a theatre for exhibiting ſtage- 
plays; entertainments which the people called 


' Quakers (as well as the moſt ſober and confider- 


ate part of other religious ſocieties) have ever 


_ deemed incompatible with the principles of | E 


chriſtianity, the tenour of the doctrines of the 
goſpel and the practice of the beſt men in the 

EK earlieſt ages of the chrifttan church. The 
vn members of this ſociety in Philadelphia thought 
aſſembly jt their duty to bear their teſtimony againſt this 


hi | 
3 pernicious attempt, by an addreſs to the general 


—_— aſſembly, requeſting the interpoſition of their 
15 prbidir authority to prevent the introduction of them; 


ed, in which they were at this time ſo ſucceſsful 
that a law was paſſed prohibiting fu ſuch corrupt 
wg entertainments. 


APPENDIX 


Thus Penſylvania which for a ſeries of years 
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CONTAINING 


No. I. Extract of a Letter from the Meeting 
for Sufferings in Philadelphia. 


No. II. 4 ſummary Account of the Occurrences 
with Governor Denny, on the Approach of the 
Treaty at Eaſton, in the ſeventh Month, 1757. 


No. III. Abſtradt from the Report of the Com- 

mmittee of Council, appointed to enquire into the 
PH Complaints of the Indians at the Treaty at 
FHiaſton, 8th of November, 1756. > 
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No. I. Extrad of a Letter to the Meeting for 
= $1 fferings in London, from the Meeting for 
H 8 ufferings in Philadelphia—Twelfth Month, 


5 Orr friends John Hunt and C. Wilſon by their ApPEN. 
long paſſage being prevented of ſeeing friends toge- Penſylva- 
ther at our yearly meeting, and the anniverſary of the a. 
election of the members of aſſembly for the province „ 
of Penſylvania, being alſo over, on their arrival they 75 hs 
communicated your epiſtles and minutes to thoſe of 
i us 
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ApPEN. us who were nominated at the yearly meeting, and 
Penſylva- though our meeting was not then fully conſtituted, 


Dla. 


— un 


1756. 
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the manner in which you had proceeded in the con- 
ſideration of our affairs, and the engagements you had 
entered into on behalf of friends here, ſo evidently 
appeared to be conducted with a real regard to our 


true intereſt, and ſo perfectly confiſtent with our ſen- 
timents, that they were encouraged and aſſiſted by 


thoſe members of this meeting in doing every thing 


in their power to render the ſervice propoſed effectual, 
in order to which, thoſe of our ſociety who were 


choſen repreſentatives in the ſeveral counties, were re- 


queſted to give them an opportunity of a conference 
before the uſual time of meeting in the aſſembly, 


which was readily complied with by all whom there 
was at that time any proſpect of prevailing with, 
to regard the advice and concern of their brethren, 


and in conſequence of it, four of them declined tak- 


ing their ſeats in the houſe, and others not of our 


profeſſion were ſoon after choſen in their ſtead, fo 
that there are now but twelve of the members of the 


aſſembly who make any pretenſions of being called 
by our name, and ſeveral of theſe are not acknow- 


| ledged by us as members of the ſociety ; it would 


have been matter of real ſatisfaction to us, to have 


been able to prevail with every one of them to decline 


ſerving in the legiſlature, during the preſent circun- 
ſtances of our affairs, but this could not be obtained, 
as they do not appear to be convinced it would be for 
the public intereſt, for as fix of the friends who were 


| choſen into the aſſembly laſt year had reſigned their 


ſeats, and ſome others fince refuſed to be re-elected, 
thoſe who now remain ſay they ſhould not think 


_ themſelves excuſable to their conſtituents, if they 


ſhould decline the ſervice, but we think it may be truly 


| ſaid, they were moſt of them ſo clear of intermeddling 


in the elections, and ſo many friends declined attend- 


ing or voting in ſeveral of the counties, that they 


appear to be choſen by a majority of people not of 


our profeſſion, many of whom are very apprehenſive 
of danger from permitting thoſe, who have been en- 
dceavouring 
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deavouring to ſubvert the conſtitution, to have any Ap PEN. 
conſiderable ſhare in the legiſlature. Penſylva- 
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full unity with them, being aſſured, they have ſtea- : 


WB 
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© at treaties as a diſtinct 


| 7 
3H 


Some of us were witnefles of the circumſpection 


and prudence, with which our dear friends John and 
Chriſtopher performed this weighty ſervice ; and this 
meeting having now received from them your epiſtle 
and minutes, with ſome account of their proceedings 
then and ſince at ſeveral quarterly meetings in Pen- 
fylvania, it is our duty to inform you, that we have 


dily proceeded with a ſingle eye to the exaltation of 
truth, and the promoting the peace and proſperity of 


the church. | 


APPENDIX No. I. 


A ſummary Account of tie Occurrences with 


Governor Denny on the Approach of the Treaty 


at Eaſton, in the 1th Month, 1757. 


Although the | governor at the preceding treaty : 


held at Eaſton, had delivered to the Indians the pre- 
ſents provided for them by the people called Quakers 


| (as his predeceſſor had done on their behalf and in 
| their name) and expreſſed his ſatisfaction with the 


conduct and company of thoſe who attended that 


treaty, he now pleaded © That the proprietaries had 


« directed him not to ſuffer them, or any other body, 
« or particular ſociety in Penſylvania, to concern 


« themſelves in any treaty with the Indians, or on 
| © any pretence to ſuffer preſents from {ſuch perſons to 
b be given to the Indians, or to be joined with the 
public preſent in any ſuch treaty.” And he fur- 
ther ſays; « Theſe directions I ſhall conform to, 


* and my regard for you as well as Mr. Penn's in- 
ſtructions lead me to obſerve, it would be prudent 
m you to decline going in a body; your attendance 
t ſociety having given great 
offence to the miniſtry.” th 
Vol.. IV: 5 1 


Cc 


Which 


nia. 


1756. 


1757. 


we 
APPEN, Which anſwer occaſioned the addreſs of the truſ- 
O. . 
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tees and treaſurer of the friendly aſſociation, as 
follows. 2p, 


To William Denny, Eſq. Lieutenant Governor and 
Commander in Chief of the Province of Penſyl- 


vania, &c. 


The Addreſs of the Truſtees and Treaſurer of the 


Friendly Aſſociation, for regaining and preſerving 
Peace with the Indians by Pacific Meaſures. 


Reſpectfully ſheweth, 


That on conſideration of the anſwer given by the 


governor to our offer of contributing towards the ex- 


penſe of the enſuing treaty with the Indians, we ap- 


prehend it to be neceſſary to lay before him a true 
ſtate of the motives, which induced us to ufe our en- 
deavours to promote a reconciliation with them, of 
the manner in which we proceeded before and ſince 
the governors arrival in this province, and of ſome 
reaſons we have for deſiring to ſee; that the grounds 
of their complaints are carefully and impartially en- 
quired into and conſidered, and ſuch meaſures purſu- 
ed for ſatisfying them, as the preſent melancholy cir- 
cumſtances of this province immediately require; and 


we doubt not if the governor will be pleaſed to at- 
tend to and impartially conſider what we ſhall offer, 


he will be fully convinced, that our conduct hath 


been conſiſtent with the profeſſion we make of acting 


on thoſe principles, of fearing God, honouring the 


king and promoting peace among men. We there- 
fore beg leave to inform the governor, that ſoon after 


the firſt accounts were brought of the miſchief done 
by the Indians, on the frontiers of Virginia, ſome of 


the people called Quakers reſiding in Philadelphia, 
ſeriouſly conſidering the fatal conſequences of loſing 
that intereſt and friendſhip our predeceſſors had ob- 
fained by their upright dealing and hoſpitable treat- 


ment of the Indians, in the firſt ſettlement of this | 


Province j 


© princ; 


calam 
tereſt 
cauſes 
becon 
of th 
gover. 
ings, 


ſome « 


bably 


bly o. 
purſue 


* TI 
Minute 


| | e con nia, 
prove every future opportunity of manifeſting ſome ov 
regard to them; and ſeveral companies of Indians, of 5355 


this province, filled the minds of people in general 
with a ſpirit of indignation and reſentment againſt 


endeavours, in a manner conſiſtent with our peaceable 
principles, to prevent the impending deſolation; the 


government, we waited the event of their proceed- 


ſome of them had of ſeveral matters which might pro- 


minutes, 


PEOPLE called QUAKERS, 515 


vince; and apprehending the general neglect of them, ApP EN. 
which had for ſome time been obvious, would termi- No. 11. 
nate to the public diſadvantage, determined to im- Fenfy'va- 


different tribes coming to this city on divers occaſions, 
they were viſited by ſome of us, invited to our 
houſes, and on their going away preſented with ſome 
ſmall matters, neceſſary for them in their way of liv- 
ing; and the grateful manner in which they received 
theſe inſtances of regard, and the lively remembrance 
they appeared to retain of the friendſhip which ſub- 
ſiſted between their anceſtors and the firſt ſettlers of 
this province, afforded us real fatisfattion, and ſome 
grounds to hope our good intentions would not be 
diſappointed. _ V 7 
During the following winter the frequent melancho- 
ly accounts of the barbarous murders committed by 
the Indians on the weſtern and northern frontiers of 


them, and no opportunity preſented of publicly mani- 
feſting the earneſt concern we had, to uſe our utmoſt _ 


calamity became general and every one was deeply in- 
tereſted in the meaſures taken for enquiring into the 
cauſes which induced our ancient ſteady friends to 
become our enemies : yet this being the proper buſineſs 
of thoſe then concerned in the adminiſtration of the 


ings, having juſt grounds to hope that the knowledge 


bably have contributed to this unhappy rupture, * 
together with the repeated applications of the aflem- 
bly of the province, would have excited them to 
purſue every rational method of making ſuch an en- 
quiry, and obtaining an amicable adjuſtment of all 


* Theſe were printed both in the gazettes and in their 
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AP PE N. differences with theſe Indians, and of thereby avert- 
No. II. ing the melancholy conſequences of continuing to 
_ Penlylva- expoſe them immediately to the artifices of the 


French, who would not fail to take advantage of 


1757. 


our miſunderſtanding with them: but the ſpring of 
another year returned, and the public remained un- 
acquainted with ſuch meaſures being purſued: great 


_ military preparations were indeed made and forts 


erected in many parts of the frontiers, but the deſo- 
lation and diſtrefs of the province increaſed, and the 
ſanguine expectations of the people, who had at firſt 
hoped by theſe means to defend themſelves, were re- 
markably difappointed. Governor Morris neverthe- 


leſs, determming to iſſue a declaration of war againſt 
tde Delawares and Shawrtefe, many of the people cal- 
led Quakers reſiding in Philadelphia, met together 
and preſented an addrefs to him, earneſtly beſeeching 


« that every meaſure which had been purſued and 


c whatever remained poſſible to be done, to prevent fo 
« lamentable an extremity, might be ſtrictly and im- 


ce paxtially reviewed and confidered ; that full enqui- 


ce ry might be made, whether fome apprehenfions 
cc thefe Indians had conceived of a deviation from the 


es integrity of conduct towards them, confpicuons in 


« the firſt eftabliſhment, might not unhappily have 


« contributed in ſome degree to the alteration of 


ce their conduct towards us; that full time might be 


cc allowed for thoſe Indians, who remained well affect- 


« ed towards us, to uſe and report the effect of their 
c endeavours to reconcile our enemies to us, and that 


ce by the governor's care, to guard againſt involving the 


cc innocent with the guilty, ſuch clear demonſtrations 


« of chriftian tenderneſs might be given, as might 
« tend to the engaging other neighbouring Indians in 


ec the deſirable work of reſtoring peace and tranquil- 
« lity; and at the ſame time offering, though a 


« much larger part of their eftates ſhould be neceſ- 


« ſary than the heavieſt taxes of a war could be ex- 


c pected to require, by voluntarily grants cheerfully 
cc to contribute towards the obtaining peace in the 


« ſame manner as the unhappy experience of vers 
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« of the moſt martial neighbouring colonies, hid APPEN- 
« after long and bloody wars, teſtified it muſt at laſt, No. II. 
cc jf ever, be obtained.” | Peuſylya= 


nia. 
Governor Morris was pleaſed to give a vil anſwer x 
to this addreſs; but thought it neceflary to proceed 7757 


immediately to a declaration of war: a few days after 
which, ſome of us having the opportunity of a free 
conference with Conrad Weiſer, who had, as a pro- 
vincial interpreter, been long concerned in public 
tranſactions with the Indians, we were thereby con- 
firmed in our apprehenſions, that ſome diſſatisfaction 
reſpecting their lands, had tended to the alienating 
their friendſhip from us; and that he thought the 
only method, to fave the province from ruin, was to 
_ endeavour for a peace with them by pacific meaſures 
and the next day, a Delaware Indian from the Jerſeys 
was ſent to one of us, with a letter from Conrad 
Weiſer, recommending him as a perſon, worthy of 
ſome notice from us and fit to be employed on a meſ- 
fage to the Delawares, when an opportunity of ſend- 
ing one could be obtained; and there being at that 
time a number of the chiefs of the Six Nation Indi- 
ans in town, ſome of us thought it neceſſary to take 
| tome friendly notice of them; but being determined 
do avoid giving any occaſion of offence, before we 
f had an ſation with them, t f ited 
y converſation w em, two of us waite 
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b on governor Morris, and informed him, “ that as he 1 
225 « had iſſued his declaration of war, we thought it 10 
. « our duty to acquieſce therein, but, as there were We | 
1 « {ome friendly Indians in town, we were diſpoſed to bil 
* « take ſome notice of them, and to endeavour by a 10 
” friendly converſation to manifeit our good diſpoſi- 1 
* tion towards them, and engage their good offices Mi 
3 | on any occaſion, which might be improved for the | 
- « public welfare; and we at the fame time, aſſured bi 
* ee 


1 = the governor if any thing ſhould occur which had 
l- „ Prolpecl of tending to the public intereſt, or might 
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5 1 be worthy of his notice, he ſhould be fully ac- g 
J | © quainted therewith.” The governor expreſſed his N 
he 13 
er probation of our deſign, and gave us full liberty to if 
„„ oſccute our tenfold, and the next day ſome of 


theſe 


318 


HISTORY or TRE 


A Þ PEN: theſe Indian chiefs, with Conrad Weiſer, and Andrew 


No, II. 


Montour the provincial interpreters, and D. Clans, 


Penſylva- general Johnſon's ſecretary, dined at one of our 


nia, 


7757. 


houſes; and after dinner, had ſome converſation on 
the happy ſtate of the firſt ſettlers of this province, 
and the unhappy rupture which had lately hap- 


pened. 


The free and hearty acknowledgments of pleaſure 


and gratitude from theſe Indians, fully evidenced 


their good diſpoſition towards us, and induced Con- 


rad Weiſer to declare, he had not lately heard them 
expreſs themſelves with ſo much openneſs, and he ear- 


neſtly urged our improving this opportunity; and in 
order to it he adviſed the calling together, as many 
of our antient men of the ſurvivors of the firſt ſet- 


tlers as we could collect, and to give the Indians 
another meeting, in which the ſubſtance of that con- 
verſation might be repeated and enforced on their 
minds, by preſenting them with a belt of wampum. 
Governor Morris was immediately informed of what 
had paſſed, and as there appeared ſome proſpect of 

improving this diſpoſition of the Indians to the pub- 
lic benefit, he was aſſured, that if he would adviſe and 
direct the manner of proceeding, nothing more was 


defired by us, than under his direction to proceed 


therein in ſuch a manner as would be moſt agreeable 
to him, moſt effectually anſwer the purpoſe intend- 


ed, and demonſtrate that we did not act from views 


of private advantage thereby : and leſt the differences 
then ſubſiſting between him and the aflembly, about 
the railing money for the public ſervices, ſhould diſcou- 
rage or retard his engaging therein, he was told, that 


whatever ſum of money ſhould be wanting even to 


the amount of 5000). he ſhould be immediately ſup- 
plied with, and by every part of our conduct, ſhould 


find our hearty concern for the public welfare, to be 
our principal motive. Our purpoſes appearing accep- 
table to the governor, about twenty of us with the 
ſame interpreters, had two conferences with the Indi- 
ans, and the moſt material parts of what they faid, 


were immediately communicated to the governor, 
and 
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through the improved part of the province; and 
when they were ready to proceed on their journey, 
the governor being waited on for the paſſes, and re- 
queſted to direct what ſignal they ſhould give on their 


return to diſtinguiſh them from enemies; while the 


paſſes lay before him ready to be ſigned, he ſuddenly 


appeared to change his intentions, and ſignified his 
reſolution to conſult his council on the occaſion. The 


minutes of our converſation with theſe Indians being 


examined, and ſigned by the three interpreters, were 


immediately after this delivered to the governor ; and 
his council being ſummoned, we were informed they 
ſoon agreed, that as he had ſo lately declared war, an 

offers of peace from him would be unſeaſonable, and 


that the method firſt propoſed of the meſſengers 
going with ſuch inſtructions as they had received 
from their own chiefs, was moſt fit to be purſued. 


The next day the Indian chiefs ſetting out in the 
ſtage-boat for New York, after they were gone, the 
meſſengers refuſed to perform the ſervice they had 
undertaken, and the day following, the governor, in 
conſequence of ſome intelligence received from the 
governor of New Vork, concluded to ſend the mefſen- 
gers in his own name. 

To prevent any miſrepreſentations of our conduct, 
as well as to engage the friendſhip of gentlemen 


from whom we hoped to receive more hearty aſſiſtance 


than we had from thoſe on whom we had hitherto 


depended, copies of the minutes of our converſations 


with the Indians, and of their anſwers, were imme— 
diately fent to the governor of New York and to 
general Johnſon, and an earneſt application for their 
aſſiſtance, in engaging the Indians of the Six Nations 
to den the reſtoration of peace, with an offer of 


This was made by the Indian chief, and the meſſage to be 
| from them to the Delawares, &C, 


cheerfully 


and the * propoſal of ſending three meſſengers to the ApÞ EN. 

Delawares and Shawneſe, being approved of by him, No II 
the neceſſary proviſion was made for their ſetting out, Penſylva- 
and proper company provided for their ſafe conduct 
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APPE N. cheerfully defraying the expenſe thereof. Governor 


No. II. 


Hardy was ſo kind as to ſend ſuch an anſwer, as evi- 


Penſylva- denced his hearty concern for the public welfare, and 


nia. 
7757. 


laid us under ſenſible obligations; and we never re- 
ceived the leaſt hint from general Johnſon, of his diſ- 
approbation of any part of our conduct therein: 
Under theſe circumſtances, we had reaſon to appre- 
hend that our intention was approved of, and the ſpee- 


dy return of the meflengers with an agreeable anſwer, 


confirmed us in a reſolution to continue our endea- 


vours to engage as many of our fellow ſubjects as pol- 
ſible, to concur with us therein. 
The meſſengers being ſent the ſecond time, on 


their return brought with them the Indian king 
Teedyuſcung, and ſome of his people to Eaſton; and 


repeatedly informed us of the neceſſity of our perſo- 
nal attendance there, and manifeſting thereby, and 


by contributing towards the expenſes of a ſuitable 
_ preſent, the fincerity of our profeſſions of regard to 
them, and they were not willing to 90 back to the 
Indians without us. 


We therefore being informed that governor Mor- 


Tis had reſolved to meet them at Eaſton, * that the 
provincial treaſury was exhauſted, and that the proprie- 
taries agents refuſed to contribute towards the neceſ- 
ſary expenſes, and appeared averſe to the promotion 
of theſe pacific meaſures z a conſiderable number of us 
thought it neceſſary to enter into a ſubſcription, to- 
wards raiſing a fund to ſupply the deficiency of what 
_ ought in juſtice to be contributed by the proprieta- 
Ties on this occaſion, and a conſiderable ſum was im- 
mediately ſubſcribed, and governor Morris informed 
of our inclination to attend at the treaty, and to 


make ſome addition to the preſent provided at the 


public expenſe. From the time of the firſt meſſen- 
gers arriving at Teaogon, the hoſtilities on our nor- 
thern frontiers ceaſed, and a ſtop being put to the 


cruel devaſtations that had been committed, an accept- 
able e was obtained for our diſtreſſed fellow ſub- 


3 The. votes of the aſſembly prove it, 


jects, | 
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r 1"  je&s, which afforded us real pleaſure and ſatisfaction; Ap PEN. 
- KF fo that all the malicious calumnies and aſperſions, No. II. 
d (which then were uttered) were not ſufficient to di- Fenfylva- 
vert us from the ſteady proſecution of our purpoſe. 
Governor Morris being at Eaſton ſometime before us, 1757. 
: immediately after our arrival there, ſome of us waited 
— on him, to repeat our defires of promoting the public 
> intereſt, and contributing any afliſtance in our power, 
F, b” in ſuch manner as might be moſt agreeable to him; 
> FF he received us civilly, and expreſſed his approbation 
ok our defign. At the governor's lodgings we firſt ſaw 
FF Teedyuſcung the Delaware chief, to whom we were 
n before utterly ſtrangers; on our coming in, he im- 
fy | mediately expreſled his regard for and confidence 
d in the Quakers, and declared, he would not proceed 
J- to any bulineſs, unleſs we were preſent ; * and confirm- 
d c e·çu it fo evidently by his ſubſequent conduct at that 
le and the enſuing treaty, that we could not without an 
0 unjuſtifiable neglect of our duty, decline contributing 
e our utmoſt endeavours to improve this diſpoſition, to 
the intereſt of our country, ſo far as we might be 
r- FF able to do it, conſiſtent with our reſpective ſtations in 
e- Governor Morris was afterwards pleaſed to accept 
jo the preſent provided by us, and to deliver it in our 
n name to the Indians. %%% ᷑ VK 
us After the concluſion of this treaty, governor Mor- 
o- ris thought it neceſſary, to ſend captain Newcaſtle on 
at | a meſlage to the Indians at or near fort Johnſon : 
a but before he was ſet out, governor Denny arrived, 
n- | and ſucceeded in the government of this province, 
ed KF and we always apprehended, that in his name, and by 
to | dis authority, captain Newcaſtle went on that meſſage, 
he as we never interfered therein in any manner hat- 
n- euer, and were not informed the particular buſinets he 
r- was charged with. On captain Newcaſtle's return, 
he we found by converfing with him, he had given 
bi- {ome offence to general Johnſon, and we have ſince 
b- NY | | | 


* This was in the hearing of governor Morris, 


had 


T 
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had cauſe to apprehend * that ſome gentlemen m 
higher ſtations, have been informed, that we had 
ſent Newcaſtle on this meſſage, and given him mat. 
ters in charge, to be privately tranſacted with the 
Indians, after it was known to us, that the king had 
by a ſpecial commiſſion authorized fir William John. 
ſon, to negociate all matters of a public concern with - 


them; but as we had not given any occaſion for ſuch 


a charge, nor were any way concerned in ſendin 


that meſſage, it affords us a particular pleaſure, that 


the governor has given us fo favourable an oppor- 


tunity of clearing ourſelves from this unjuſt cenſure, 
and we hope that this ingenuous account of our con- 


duct, inthe courſe of this buſineſs before the governor's 


arrival, will fully evince that we proceeded therein on 
- juſt motives, and with the regard due from us to the 


governor of this province. 


It is well known to the governor that on his arrival 


here, ſome of us waited on him, and one of us aſ- 


{ured him, of our fincere defire to proceed in contri- 


buting our aſſiſtance towards the reſtoration of peace, 


in a manner moſt agreeable to him, and conſiſtent 
with our characters and ſtations. He was then pleaſ- 


ed to declare his approbation of our purpoſe ; and 
when we waited on him with our addreſs. before the 


ſecond treaty at Eaſton, the governor by his anſwer, + 


declared his approbation of our proceedings, and his 
being willing to receive the preſent we prepared, and 
invited us to attend the treaty : we had reaſon to con- 


clude, that our conduct there had given the gover- 


nor no occaſion of offence, as after the buſineſs was 


finiſhed, on our acknowledging his integrity and can- 
dour in the public tranſactions there, + he gave us 


* From the account given by general Johnſon to the carl of 
Loudoun of this journey of Newcaſtle's, it is thought the carl 


was induced to expreſs himſelf in the manner governor Deny 
has publiſhed in his late meſſages to the aſſembly. 


+ This anſwer was in writing. | 
+ He thanked us for our company, and ſaid he was glad we 
were there, and that his conduct was ſatisfactory to us, and 
ſhould endeayour to act fo upon all occaſions, as to deſerve out 
eſleem, &c, . | | 
ſuch 
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m ſuch an anſwer, as fully expreſſed his being well pleaſ- A p E N. 
d cd with us: and the ſecretary and provincial interpre- No. II. 
t- ter very liberally declared their ſatisfaction and appro- Penfylva- 
1e ' bation of our conduct; and the latter fully teſtified 
id that we had thereby evidently promoted the public 1757. 
n- ⁵ intereſt, and been inſtrumental in bringing the buſi- 
tn neſs fo far towards the deſired iſſue. 

ch From that time till the late treaty at Lancaſter, we 

ng know of no part of our proceedings which could diſ- 

dat pleaſe the governor, unleſs our application to the ſe- 

r- cretary for an inſpection of the records in his office 

re, had that unexpected effect. Leſt that ſhould be the 

n- caſe, and the intention and manner of that applica- 

r's tion be miſrepreſented by any of the proprietaries 

on agents, and others engaged with them in the meaſures 

the which have contributed to the preſent unhappy cir- 

cumſtances of this province, we think it neceſſary to 

val inform the governor, that this province was ſettled 

al- on terms very different from moſt of the other colo- 

tri- nies; the firſt adventurers were men of ſubſtance and 

ace, reputation, who purchaſed the lands of the proprietor, 

tent and as he obliged himſelf and his heirs by an expreſs 

eaſ- covenant contained in their original deeds “ to clear 

and * _« the land from all titles, claims or demands of the 

the Indian natives, or any other perſons whatſoever ;” 

15 they agreed to pay an annual quit-rent, more than 

his ſufficient to enable him to ſatisfy the Indians, and ob- 

and tain a peaceable poſſeſſion of the land; and during 

con- the lives of our firſt proprietor and the firſt ſettlers, 

ver- we believe this was faithfully performed, and ſo large 

Was aa balance remained towards making further pur- 

can- chaſes, as the ſettlement of the country increaſed, 

e us that any attempt to elude the original intention and 

agreement of honeſtly purchaſing the land of the 

il of people, who had a native right in it, will be ever con- 

> carl demned by all impartial and honeſt men. 7 

cab) At the ſecond treaty at Eaſton, the governor by 

his candid and ingenuous treatment of the Indians 

id we (as the Mohawks ſince aptly expreſſed it) “ put his 
_ “hand into Teedyuſcung's befom, and was ſo ſuc- 


* celsful as to draw out the ſecret (which neither 
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. & do.“) 


| From that time it was generally known, 
that one cauſe of the alienation of their friendſhip, 


— as ſome injuſtice they had received or ſuppoſed to 


1757. 


be done them in the purchaſes and running out of 
their lands. They complained of divers kinds of 
frauds, which had been committed, repeatedly urged 


that an impartial enquiry ſhonld be made into the 


rounds of their complaints, by ſearching all our re- 
cords, and by the ſtrong motives of a regard to our 
temporal and eternal intereſt, urged the governor to 


give liberty to all perſons and friends, to ſearch into 
thoſe matters. Thus we thought ourſelves under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations, to make all the enquiry in our 
power, into the true ſtate of the Indian claims, whe- 
ther or not ſuch care had been taken to purchaſe 
and pay 
agents had conſtantly afferted, The right of many of 
us who hold large tracts of land under the firſt ſet- 
tlers, the governor's: repeated declarations, both in 
public and private, that thoſs matters ſhould be honeſt- 
Iy and fully enquired into, and the Indians injuncti- 
ons, that this ſhould be done not only by the perſons 
thus complained of, or their agents, but by others 
likewiſe intereſted therein, united in engaging our 
particular attention, and gave us a reaſonable proſpect 


them for the lands, as the proprietaries 


of meeting with the governor's approbation; and 
though the ſecretary refuſed to permit us to pro- 


ceed therein, by inſpecting the records in his office, 


we {till had cauſe to think our farther application, to 
the neceſſary and important concern of regaining 


peace, was not contrary to the governor's inclination, 


as on our informing him of our intention to attend 
the treaty at Lancaſter, and our willingneſs to contri- 


bute towards the expenſes of the preſent to be given 


to the Indians there, the governor with the utmoſt 


readineſs expreſſed his approbation of our propoſal; 
and we are not conſcious of having at that treaty or 


ſince, given the leaſt occaſion for the alteration of 
his conduct towards us; which from the anſwer now 
88 FG is received, 
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received, and the converſation conſequent thereon, we 
have occaſion to obſerve. 1 


We have no views inconſiſtent with the honour of 


our gracious king, and the intereſt of our country, 


both which we ſincerely endeavour to promote; we 


have heartily deſired that people of every denomina- 
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tion in the province, would unite in the ſame good 
purpoſe, and particularly in this buſineſs, that the 


ſame harmony and good underſtanding, which ſub- 
ſiſted between the firſt ſettlers of the province and 


proprietaries and their agents ſhould refuſe to make 
them ſuch ſatisfaction as in juſtice they ought to 


large a part of the king's dominions laid waſte, they 
will freely join with us, in contributing towards the 


the natives, might be revived and maintained, and 
we have happily ſucceeded with ſeveral religious ſo- 
cieties, who have raifed funds, and are ready 
to apply them towards reſtoring peace: and if the 
complaints of the Indians appear to be juſt, and the 


have, rather than the lives of our fellow ſubjects 
| ſhould be ſacrificed, their properties deſtroyed, and ſo 


ſatisfying ſuch juſt claims of the Indians, or at leaſt to 


of whoſe juſtice and paternal care we have not the 


leaſt doubt, can be interpoſed, and juſtice, equity, 
and mercy be again reſtored and maintained amongſt 


And if we are now ſo happy, as to convince the 


: pacify them, till the immediate authority of the king, 


governor of the integrity of our intentions and con- 


duct, we ſhall have reaſon to hope, he will concur 


with us, in taking the firſt opportunity of convincing 
the nobleman he has named, that it muſt be from 


| ſome unjuſt repreſentations, that he was induced to 


think, „ we had preſumed to treat with foreign 


_ « princes, or by acting as mediators, between the 


« government and an independent people, invaded 


_ © the king's prerogative royal.” We apprehend our 


duty to God and the king, have engaged us in this 


governor, 


buſineſs and ſome of the good effects thereof have al- 
ready appeared; we therefore now again offer the 
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wards the preſent, neceſſary to be made to the Indians 
at the enſuing treaty, and by our perſonal attendance 


people have of us, to the public benefit. 


Should the governor perſiſt in refuſing to accept 
our preſent ; we aſſure him, we ſhall not by any part 


of our conduct, give any juſt occaſion to charge us with 


a diſreſpectful conduct towards him, and we defire 


our attendance at the treaty may not be conſidered as 
ſuch, The buſineſs to be tranſacted there, is of ſo 


much conſequence to the lives, liberties, and proper- 
ties of the people of this province, that ſhould we 


omit to attend there, and depend on the governor 
and the king's agent, receiving all their information 
on this important occaſion, from the proprietaries 


agents and others, who have for ſome years paſt been 
concerned in the tranſacting Indian affairs, we ſhould 
be deficient of our duty as chriſtians and Engliſhmen, 
denominations we hold more dear to us, than any 
other titles or appellations whatſoever. 


Signed on behalf and by appointment of the ſaid 


truſtees and treaſurer, by | 
ABEL Jams, Clerk. 
of ſeventh month, > oe 


Philadelphia, 14th N 3 
1757- 


The next day after the delivery of the foregoing ad- 


| dreſs to the governor, the ſame committee who pre- 


ſented it, waited on him by direction to inform him 


of their intention to print it, and requeſted the gover- 
nor to acquaint them, whether he had any objections 
to their alſo printing his anſwer to their firſt verbal 


application to him; about three hours after, he ſent 
them the two following anſwers. 1 . 


Philadelphia, 


J 
: 
! 


a, 


To Mr. IIrael Pemberton, 
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Philadelphia, 15th July, 1757, KAPPEN. 


12 o'Clock. 
(Copy) 
Gentlemen, 


As you know I am deſired and moſt ſtrictly enjoin- 
ed not to ſuffer any particular body or ſociety to con- 
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nia. 
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1757. 


cern themſelves in treaties with Indians, or on any 


pretence to give preſents to them, it is out of my 
power to permit your preſents to be given. I ſhall 
once more repeat my advice; you would do well to 


decline appearing at the enſuing treaty in a body; 


ing given great offence to the miniſtry. 
WILLIAM DENNY. 
and the other Gentlemen. 
Philadelphia, 15th July, 1757, 
; „ 
(Copy) 
Gentlemen, 


Your addreſs, in ſome parts of it, which relate to 


tranſactions that have paſſed ſince my adminiſtration, 
miſrepreſents ſeveral important facts, and contains 


ſome reflection on the conduct of the proprietaries, 
and their agents here, in managing the affairs of the 
Indians, which I hope will be found to be without 


and obſtruct the buſineſs of the enſuing treaty at 
Eaſton, where the complaints made by them will be 
| 25 fully 


your attendance at treaties as a diſtinct ſociety, hav- 


the leaſt foundation. I cannot therefore conceive it 
ſeaſonable, or proper at this time, for you to print it; 
eſpecially when it is conſidered, that the publiſhing 
it may tend to inflame the minds of the Indians, 
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APPEN, fully and impartially heard, and I hope finally ac- 
No. II. commodated. | | 
Penſylva- | | 

. nia, 

C "Rs WiLLiam DENNY. 


To Mr. Iſrael Pemberton, 
and the other Gentlemen. 


On conſideration of which they ſent him the fol- 


lowing addrels. 


May it pleaſe the governor, 


5 Nothing leſs than a regard to the public intereſt 
would engage us to decline fully complying with the 


| governor's advice, not to attend the enſuing Indian 


treaty z though we have reaſon to believe the proprie- 


taries inſtructions to the governor on this occaſion are 
grounded on ſome falſe and unjuſt informations ſent 


from hence. 7 


Our application this day was to defire the governor 


would be ſo kind as to inform us, whether he had any 


objections to our printing his anſwer, in which the 
earl of Halifax is ſaid to have called the Indians „ fo- 
c reign princes and an independent people,” but the 
_ anſwer the governor has now been pleaſed to ſend 


us 


relates ſolely to our addreſs; as it 1s contrary to out 
intention—to miſrepreſent any tranſaction before 
or ſince the governor's adminiſtration z we ſhall eſ- 


teem it a favour to have thoſe parts pointed out; 


which the governor thinks in any reſpect excep- 


tionable. 


What we have ſaid concerning the proprietaries 
and their agents is grounded on the public records 


Ehe governor's refuſing to conſent to accept of 

our contribution, or our offer of attending the treaty has 
given much encouragement to the adverſaries of the 
peace of the province, to repeat their malevolent aſ- 
ſertions and calumnies againſt us; but to manifeſt our 


regard to the public intereſt, to be greater than to 
our private characters; we ſhall for a few days ſuſ- 


pend the printing of our addreſs, that there may 


be 


no 


tees 
regal 


pacif 
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no poſſibility of charging us by the publication « with APPEN. 
« inflaming the minds of the Indians.” Ponfotes 
| Panfolva 


Signed by appointment, and on behalf of the truſ- 3 6 


tees and treaſurer of the friendly affociation——for 1757. 
regaining and preſerving peace with the Indians by ; 
pacific meaſures. _ os 


15th of 7th month, ABEL Jawzs, Clerk. 
"Bog: TE 
ATP ENDINX, No. Ul. 
Abſtradt from the Report of the Committee of 
Council, appointed to enquire into the Complaints 


f the Indians at the Treaty at Eaſton, the 
| 8th of November, 1756. bins 


To William Denny, Eſq. Lieutenant Governor, &. 1756. 


5 of the Province of Penfylvania, and Counties of 

8. | New-Caſtle, Kent and Suſſex on Delaware. 

. Upon the whole it is very evident to us; and ſo 

G we preſume it muſt appear to all unprejudiced per- 
r ſons, that there is not the leaſt ſhadow of foundation 
e 


for any part of the complaint made by Teedyuſcung, 
on behalf of the Indians againſt the proprietaries, we 
muſt therefore attribute his exhibiting that groundleſs 
and falſe charge againſt them to ſome undue influ- 
ence, or to the difficulty he was under to invent any 
other plauſible pretext for the cruel murders and hor- 


is rid devaſtations committed by them on our back in- 
"3 habitants, and for their baſe ungrateful breach of 
48 faith, and the many treaties made, and ſo ſolemnly 
To and frequently renewed with us, even ſo lately as the 
12 ſpring before they committed thoſe ſhocking murders 
i aud cruelties on our borders: and we cannot but 
to think that, inſtead of this falſe cauſe which Teedyuſ- 
= | cung bas thought fit to aflign for their taking part 
be FF Vith the enemy againſt us, he might with greater 


n0 ; Vol. IV. M m truth 


——̃ mäQ 
2 P 


2 a _ * — — — — 1 
222322 ͤ —— = 4 5 — — » 
4 - - \ ao Lad 


530 
APPEN. truth have mentioned that, of our refuſing, or ne- 


No. III. 


HISTORY OF THE 


glefting (though ſo frequently and earneſtly requeſt- 


Penſylva- ed) to offer them protection, and give them the 


nia. 


17 50. 


, hatchet, and to join, and go out with them againſt 


the French, as we have before obſerved ; but the 
people who have ſince that time appeared fo inde- 


fatigably induſtrious to engroſs all the management 


of the Indians to themfelves (in which your honour 
mult be ſenfible as well as we, they have but too well 


ſucceeded) were chiefly the ſame who made up a great 
majority of the aſſembly, at the time when the houſe 


from their avowed religious principles, or from what 


other motives they beſt know, refuſed, or declined 


to concur with the governor in giving the hatchet to, 
and joining with thoſe Indians againft the enemy: 
and as they cannot but be confcious, that they juſtly 

deſerve, and muſt have incurred great blame on that 
account, if the Indians ſhould have given that for 

the reaſon of their joining with the French againſt us: 
we are better able to account for theſe people being 
ſo numerous at all the late Indian treaties, and upon 


all occaſions fo very forward and anxious to ingratiate 


_ themſelves with the Indians, and for Teedyuſcung's 


chooſing to offer theſe imaginary reaſons for his quar- 


rel with 955 rather than the true one. 


We are, Sir, 


Your volt humble 8 


LIN FORD LARDNER, &c. 
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From the beginning of the preſent Reign 
to the Year 1764. 


„ 


George III. ſucceeds to the Throne. —Addreſs to 


iim. Addreſs to the Princeſs Dowager of Wales. 
Francis Hart is proſecuted by Mary Jerom 
for reading a Teſtimony of Demal.—Addreſs 
on the Feace.—Account of John Goodwin. 


GkORGE II. was ſucceeded by his grand- c H A P. 


jon George III. our preſent ſovereign, fon to. * 


9 comms? 


Frederick, late prince of Wales, who died in 1760. 
the year 1751, greatly and generally lamented, 
as he was generally beloved. Addreſſes to 
the young king, being ſent up from all quarters, 
the people called Quakers in London, alſo drew 
up, and appointed a deputation to wait upon 
tne king with the following addreſs. | 
913 Mm 2 hs --'Fo 
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c 1 2d To George III. King of Great Britain and the 
Dominions thereunto belonging. 


G 
17 0. | 3 
The humble Addreſs of his Proteſtant Subjeſis | y 
the People called Quakers. HH 
May it Pleaſe the King, | 


Deeply affected with the ſudden and ſor- 
rowful event, that leads our fellow-ſubjeas 
with condolence to the throne, we beg leave 
to expreſs the ſympathy we ſeel on this 


occation. | 
« Juſtly ſenfible of the favour and proteQion 


* „ 


* we bare enjoyed during the late mild and 
* happy reign, and impreſſed with the warmeſt 
© ſentiments of duty and gratitude to our de- 
© ceaſed fovereign, we pay this tribute of una. 
© fected grief to the memory of the father aud © 
friend of his people. 
We have abundant reaſon to acknowledge 1 
the goodneſs of Almighty God, for continuing 1 8 
Lor 


to this period a life of ſuch importance to the 
welfare of theſe kingdoms; a period when we | ite: 
| behold a prince endowed with qualities that | 
add luſtre to a crown, formed by tuition and 
example to protect the liberties of his people, 
aſcending the Britiſh throne; and in the ear- 
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lieſt acts of power, giving the moſt ample de- ce 

monſtration of his royal regard for piety and pr 

virtne. = 
Ever faithful and zealouſly affected to thy T 
illuftrious houſe, though differing in ſen- the] 
* timents and conduct from others of our fellow- F 
ſubjeëts, we embrace this opportunity to crave Ma 


thy indulgence and protection, and beg leave 
10 
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not from a contumacious diſregard to the 


laws, to cuſtom or authority, but from motives 1760. 


to us purely conſcientious. 
* The ſame religious principles that produce 


this diſſent, we truſt, through divine afliſtance, 


will continue to engage us as it always hath 
done ſince we were a people, to exert what- 
ever influence we may be poſſeſſed of in pro- 
moting the fear of God, the honour of the 


king, and the proſperity of his ſubjects. 
May the Almighty bleſs thy endeavours to 


put a ſtop to the effuſion of blood, and render 


thee the happy inſtrument of reſtoring peace 


and tranquillity. 


May ſacred and unerring wiſdom be thy 


guide, adorn thee with every virtue, and 
crown thee with every bleſſing; that future 
ages may commemorate the happineſs of thy 


reign with grateful admiration. 


Signed on behalf of the ſaid people in 


London, the 1ſt of .12th month, 1960, by” 22 
friends. 


The Anſwer. 


| © his dutiful and loyal addreſs is very ac. 
* ceptable to me, and you may depend on my 


* protection,” 


They alſo preſented an addreſs to his mother, 


the princeſs of Wales, VIZ. | 
my it pleaſe the Princels Dowager of Wales. 


© We the people called Quakers, beg leave 
to teſlify our grief for the loſs we have ſuſtain- 


* 
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ed by the deceaſe of our late gracious ſove 
reign ; duty as well as gratitude for the fa. 
vours we enjoyed during his long and happy 
reign, claim our unfeigned regard. to bis me- 
mory, and to every part of the royal family 
our moſt grateful attachment. 

As the afflictions that befal them very deep- 
ly affect us, fo we ſhare in the bleſſings they 
© enjoy, and we fincerely rejoice at the happy 
acceſſion of thy ſon, our JET; to the 


© throne of theſe kingdoms. 


Ihe noble proofs he has already given of 
great and illuſtrious qualities, ſuthciently point 
© out how much we are indebted to a mother's 
Carly care in his education. 

It will we truſt, be our conſtant endeavour 
to manifeſt our dutiful affection to the prin- 
ceſs, and our cheerful obedience and fidelity 
to the king, by a conduct becoming our religi- 
ous profeſſion. May the Almighty pour 
down his choiceſt bleſſings on every branch 
* of the royal family; may they be regarded 
as the ornaments of the preſent age, and as 
examples of virtue in ſucceeding generations. 


To which ſhe returned an anſwer, as nearly 
as can be recollected, as follows. 


I am much cbliged to you for ycur kind 
© attention to me and my family.” 


A caſe occurs in this year, whereby the vali 

dlty of the diſcipline of this ſociety was brought 

y to a legal trial, an occurrence of which 1 knows 
noother inſtance. Mary Jerom, a young woman 


Of Nottingham, who had been educated by her 
parents 
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ſeſſion of a conſiderable property, having been 
in various parts of her conduct, very inconſiſt- 
ent with a life of ſelf-denial, and the religious 
principles of this people, and for ſome time moſtly 
neglected the attendance of the meetings of di- 
vine worſhip; and as wrong conduct 1s fre- 
quently attended with or productive of errone- 


ous ſentiment, ſhe had alſo imbibed erroneous 
_ notions, contrary to ſeripture doctrine; where- 
fore her conduct came under the cognizance of 


friends of Nottingham monthly meeting. Ac- 


cording to the ſalutary diſcipline of the ſociety, 
they appointed friends to pay her religious viſits, 


to uſe endeavours in goſpel love to inform and 


reclaim her; but ſhe ſeems to have been lifted 
up in her mind above the reception of advice. 
The labour of love extended to her proved in- 
effectual, ſhe rejected their admonition, and per- 
ſilted in the ſame line of conduct, and juſtified 
Herſelf therein. The meeting therefore, after a 
deliberate conſideration of the caſe in all its 
circumſtances, thought it neceſſary to bear a teſ- 
timony of their diſunity with her ſaid ſenti- 


ments and conduct; which being drawn up, ap- 
proved and authenticated, was ordered to be 


publiſhed in the cuſtomary way. It was accord- 


ingly read after the time of worſhip in the meet- 
ing-houſe of Nottingham, by Francis Hart, 


Clerk of the monthly meeting, and a copy there- 


of handed to her a few days after. 
The high ſpirit of this female was ſo mortifie 


and provoked by this act of diſcipline, that in- 
ſtead of reflecting on her own conduct, which 


had made it neceſſary to preſerve conſiſteney, 
and prevent confuſion in the ſociety; depending 
5 = upon 
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C H A P.UPON her abundance, ſhe formed a reſolution to 


| 1761. 


And the judge in his charge to the j Jury declar- 


obtain ſatis faction, as far as money could 


effect it. 
Firit, upon an affidavit of the 0 


thereof by Francis Hart, by reading the ſame, 
| &c. ſhe moved the court of King's Bench 
for an information againſt him for a libel, 


but the court, looking upon it as a caſe 
by no means proper for ſuch a proſecution, 


aſked the counſellor who moved it, if he was 
really in earneſt, and upon bis affirmative reply, 
rejected the motion, and refuled to grant a 
Tule even to ſhew cauſe. 
Although diſappointed in this firſt application . 
the ſaid Mary Jerom deſiſted not from proſecut- 
Ing her purpoſe. For on the 12th of 3d month, 
1762, ſhe preferred an indictment for a libel 
againſt Francis Hart, at the aſſizes at Notting- 
ham, grounded on the publication of the ſaid 
paper in the manner above ſtated, and having 
prevailed with the grand jury to find the bill, 
to which Hart pleaded not guilty, the cauſe was 
tried at Nottingham the 3oth of 3d month, 
1762, before judge Clive, when it was inſiſted 
by Francis Hart's council, that the paper in 
queſtion was not a libel, (according to the legal 
definition of a libel laid down in Hawke) being 
only an ordinary and uſual act of church diſcip- 
line, according to the rules of the religious ſo- 
ciety to which the ſaid Mary Jerom the proſe- 
cutrix bad belonged, and that what was called 
a publication of it, was notbing more than a 
compliance with the ſaid rules, without any 
malice in Francis Hart towards the proſecutrix, 
or intent to blacken her reputation or expoſe 


her to public hatred, contempt or ridicule. 


ed 
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ed as his opinion, that the paper in queſtion c H Ap. 


(notwithſtanding the endeavours uſed in fram- 


ing the indictment to extract ſcandal out of it, 
by means of forced conſtructions, with a view to 


make it a libel) did not really contain ſuch ſcandal, 


nor did it, under the circumſtances in which it 
appeared to the court, amount to a libel. 
Notwithſtandilig which, the jury after going 


out of court, and deliberating about three hours 


upon the matter, brought in their verdict, find- 


ing the defendant guilty, contrary to the gene- 
ral expeQation of thoſe who were preſent at the 
trial, who from the judge's charge to the jury 


were perſuaded that he would have been ac- 
quitted. 


Neither could the judge Geben Swen 
his ſurprize when the jury returned him their 
verdict (which was at his lodgings, the court 
being adjourned) and to ſhew them that he dif- 
| fered in ſentiment with them, he told them he 
would take care the fine ſhould be very ſmall. 


Francis Hart finding himſelf greatly aggrieved 


by this verdict, did, by advice of his counſel | 

on the 10th of IIth month, 1762, move the 
court of King's Bench for a new trial. On 

hearing the nature of the cauſe opened by bis 


counſel which was confirmed by the judge, who 


tried the cauſe, who added his GillariafaRion 
at the verdict found by the jury, the court or- 


dered the proſecutrix's counſel, ſerjeant Hewit, 


if he had any cauſe to ſhew againft the motion 


he ſhould urge it then, for that they would not 


give ſo much countenance to the proſecution, as 


to make a rule to ſhew cauſe; and accordingly 
the court made an abſolute als for a new trial. 


Immediately upon which ſerjeant Hewit came 


Out 


J. 


—— 
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e H A p. out of the court, and told two friends then pre- 


ſent, that if the plaintiff would be adviſed by 
bim, he would take care the defendant or his 
friends ſhould have no further trouble; and, as 


far as appears, there was no further procedure 


in the matter. 


The injudicious and illegal verdict of the 
Nottingham jury in this caſe might have been 


productive of very troubleſome confequences to 


the ſociety, if Francis Hart and his friends had 
quietly ſubmitted under it. But the judgment 


of the King's Bench both before and after the 


trial, exhibiting a clear evidence that in the 


concurring opiuion of the juſtices of that court, 
the writing in queſtion, under its circumſtances, 


was not a libel; but as this ſociety was legally 
tolerated, and as every orderly ſociety civil or 
religious muſt have ſome common principles 


and rules of conduct, as external marks of dil- 


crimination between thoſe who are members 
and thoſe who are not, the ſimple declaration 
that any perſon for the cauſes ſpecified had for- 


feited his or her memberſhip therein was not only 
no libel, but requiſite to the well ordering of any 


ſociety. This judgment of the principals of the 
law prevented this high ſpirited woman from 


carrying her reſeutment to the length ſhe de- 


ſigned, to oblige the monthly meeting of Not- 
tingham to eraſe all their proceedings in her 
caſe. Her counſellor, moſt probably, had in- 


formed her that in caſe of a new trial it would 


be likely to go againſt her, and if ſhe did not 


give up the cauſe, it muſt go on. 
The final termination of this affair did not 
only releaſe this innocent and worthy man from 


further trouble and perplexity; : but had a bene: 


ficial 
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ficial tendency to diſcourage ſome others from CHA r. 


ſimilar proceedings. 

The nation had been for ſeveral years en- 
gaged in a war with France, which was not yet 
terminated, when the preſent king aſcended the 


throne, but was carried on for a year or two 
longer againſt France and Spain in conjunction. 


It was at laſt terminated by a treaty of peace 


concluded at Paris, the foth of 2d month, 1763. 


In conſequence whereof friends at their enſuing 
yearly meeting thought it expedient to preſent 
an addreſs to the king, and appointed a com- 


' mittee to draw one up, which being done, was 


preſented to the king by a deputation of ſaid 
meeting, and read by John Fothergill, who in- 
troduced it with the following preface. 


_« I think myſelf happy in being appointed 


c once more to convey the ſentiments of the 


c 


« 


people called Quakers to the king, and at 
* the ſame time to have it in my power to ac- 
*© quaint him, that the addreſs which I beg 
«-Jeave to offer to the king, was propoſed and 
bc ny and unanimouſly agreed to in a 
« very large aſſembly of the aforeſaid people; 
« the only difficulty attending it being the choice 
of terms ſufficiently ſtrong, in which to ex- 
<« preſs our duty and affection.“ 


To George III. King of Great: Britain and the 
Dominions thereunto belonging. 


The humble Addreſs of his Proteſtant Subjects 
the People called Quaxers. 


PR 


cc 


May it pleaſe the King, 


Being met in this our annual aſſembly from 
4 various. parts of Great Britain and Ireland, 
g * tor the e of Almighty God, and the 


Promotion | 
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promotion of piety and virtue, we embrace 
© the opportunity which the reſtoration of peace 
* affords us, to teſtify our affection to thy royal 
« perſon and family, and our dutiful ſubmiſfion 
© to thy government. 

* To a people profeſſing that the uſe of arms 


the glorious goſpel declaration of good will to 
eſtabliſhment of peace, its return muſt be 


highly acceptable. 
Io ſtop the effuſion of blood, to eaſe the 


A A A GO A 


mities that affect ſo large a part of the globe, 
we are perſuaded were thy motives to effect 
the preſent pacification; motives ſo juſt in 
themſelves, ſo full of benevolence and humi- 


| bation. 

May the ſovereign of the 8 who 
created all nations of one blood, diſpoſe the 
minds of princes by ſuch examples, to learn 
other means of reconciling their jarring inter- 


ND 
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tries and deſtruction of mankind. 
* The proofs we have received of thy royal 


condeſcenſion and indulgence, the laſting im- 


_ © preſhons of gratitude to the memory of the 
* kings of thy illuſtrious houſe, fill our hearts at 
this time with the warmeſt ſentiments of affec- 

tion and duty. 


_ © Strongly impreſſed by ſuch 3 we 


return to our reſpective habitations, with full 
© purpoſe to cultivate as much as in us hes, a 


c ſpirit of harmony and concord, ſo effentially | 
* neceſſary to the dignity of the crown and hap- 


© pineſs of the ſubject. May God, the ſource 


of 


is to them unlawful; a people who reverence 


men, and fervently wiſh for the univerſal 


burden of thy people, and terminate the cala- 


lity, demand our united and cordial appro- 


eſts and contentions, than by the ruin of coun- 


— 
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of every bleſſing, the fountain of every excel-c HA P. 


© lence, ever graciouſly direct thy ſteps and 
preſerve thee long to rule over thy extenſive 
«< dominions, with that wiſdom, moderation and 
equity, which effectually ſecure to princes 


La) 


A 


A 


tranſmit their names with deſerved honour to 
poſterity.” 8 


A 


To which the king was pleaſed to return the 
following anſwer. Pn 


© Theſe repeated aſſurances of your affection 
to my perſon and family, and of your duty to 


A 


* my government, are agreeable to me and can- 
not fail to inſure to you the continuance of 


La) 


* 9 
my protection . 


In the year 1763, died John Goodwin of Account of 
Eſkyrgoch in Montgomeryſhire, North Wales, John 

a man of a low ſtation in the world, yet an emi- 
nent miniſter of the goſpel, being inſtrumental 
to turn many from darkneſs to light, and from 


the power of ſatan to the power of God; ſo 
that he might well be numbered among the 


valiants of Iſrael, and has juſtly been eſteemed 


one of the principal worthies of our age. 
His father and mother were both convinced 


of truth about the ſame time, and received ig in 
the love of it. At that time his father was 
clerk to the pariſh and maſter of the free-ſchool 


thereof; but upon his joining with friends, and 


giving up faithfully to divine conviction, he was 
turned out of both theſe places, and obliged to 
have recourſe to hard labour, wherein his 
mother heartily joined; but John, their eldeſt 


child, 


the cheerful obedience of their people, and 


Goodwin. 
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CHAP. | child; then well grown toward the ſtate of a 


J. 


. 
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outh, not underitanding their caſe, thought 
them fools to turn Quakers, and reſolved he 
would not be like them in that; nor did they 
offer any compulſion to him therein. But their 
prayers, put up to the Lord for him, were maui- 
feſtly anſwered, and they had in their ſon the 


comfort they defired. At this time friends 


were grown numerous in Wales; but ſoon after, 


by the encouragement given by William Penn, 


molt of the friends in ſome parts of that princi- 
pality removed and ſettled m Penſylvania, and 


amongſt the reſt John's father and mother, 


with moſt of their children. From inclination, 
he would have removed with them; but a 


higher power directed his ſtay in his native 
land; and to that he gave up father and mo- 
ther and every thing. This account of John 
Goodwin is principally taken from the writings 


of a friend lately deceaſed *, who received it 
from his own mouth. The great favours of 


the Lord to him, he recounted to the following 


urport, 


« When the Lord pointed out poor Wales 


« as a field of labour for me, he promiſed that 


« if I was faithful to him in it, he would be 


cc with me and favour me therein; and now I 


c have in my heart a teſtimony for him in my 
_ * old age, that he hath abundantly made good 
* his promiſe to me, both outwardly and in- 
* wardly, far beyond what at that day I could 

c have ever expected.” 


In his early days he lived and maintained 


his wife and family by the labour of bis bands, 


On 


gee the life of James Gough. 
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on a farm of four pounds a year; but at length c H A f- 


was enabled to purchaſe it, and fo improved 
it, as that it became worth fix pounds a year. 
The firſt journey he travelled in the miniſtry, 
he had then got of clear money about fort 
ſnillings; and he was free to ſpend it (if there 
was occaſion) m the Lord's ſervice, know- 
ing that he could enable him to get more. 
When be firſt began to entertain travelling 


friends, he had but one bed, which he left to 


them, he and his wife taking up their lodging in 
the ſtable. VFR . 
He filled up the ſeveral duties of life with 


good repute, being an affectionate huſband, a2 
tender father and a good neighbour. He was 


of an upright life and converſation, a fervent 


lover of the cauſe of truth, and zealous for the 
ſupport of its teſtimony in all its branches. 
He continued freſh and lively to old age, and 


about three weeks before his deceaſe, at the laſt 


public meeting which he attended, he was ena- 
bled to bear a teſtimony in the life and power 
of truth, in a very remarkable manner, and 

after meeting ſaid, © He was fully clear of the 
* people, and releaſed from that ſervice;“ 

ſignifying, his time here was near a conclu- 
„ fon, and that now after a painful affliction, he 
« ſhould ſoon be at reſt with the righteous, for 
which he longed,” yet ſaid, © Let patience 


have its perfect work.“ 
During his illneſs he appeared to be in an 
heavenly frame of mind, abounding with praiſes 


to God for his continued mercies, often expreſ- 
ſing © How valuable is the enjoyment of the 
* love of God on a dying bed.” He deſired 


his love might be remembered to his brethren 
and fiſters in Chriſt, being ſenſible and clear in 
bis 
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CHAP, his underſtanding to the laſt hour, he quietly 


ns 


1563. 


departed this lite, as one falling into a deep 
ſleep, the 7th. of 12th ES; 7763, aged 82 
years. 

The foregoing narrative of the lie of 


« this worthy elder may convey profitable in- 


« ſtruction to every claſs of readers whether of 
<« high or low degree. To the former a leſſon 
* of inſtruction how humbly thankful they 


<« ought to be to the gracious Giver of all good 
things for his extenſive bounty to them, when 


ce they conſider this truly good man, in circum- 


« ſtances, which we ſhould reckon mean in- 
« deed, and a manner of living ſuitable to his 


Y! cireumſtances, bearing a lively and grateful teſ- 
« ſtimony to the goodneſs, mercy and truth of 


ec the Lord in his gracious dealings with him. 
„ Alfo when he dedicates his little all (in faith) 


ce to his Lord's ſervice, doth he not in the filent 


and reaching language of example, convey this 
intelligence to thy foul, who art bleſſed with 
« abundance? Go thou and do likewiſe; ho- 


« nour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and the 


e firſt fruits of thine encreaſe; love mercy, and 


« walk humbly with thy Cod; deeply ponder- 


« ing in thy heart, how much owelt thou to the 


„ Lord? 
And thoſt of low det uſtandes from 
c hence may learn, that happineſs is not con- 


© fined to any particular ſtation of hfe; but 1s 


the reſult of obſerving the law of God in the 


cc 1nward parts, being (as it preſcribes) content 
„ with the things which we have, not minding 
high things, but reducing our defires to the 


6 level of our ſation i in life, that ſo we may fill 
CC it 


A 


. Life'of hin Gough. 
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unerring rule of truth, though we be eſteem- 
ed poor in this world, we ſhall be rich in 
faith, and, with this good man, enjoy, in the 
obſcurity of the humble cottage what palaces 
too ſeldom afford, ſolid content, the conſola- 
tion of a conſcience void of offence, and in 
* reward of well doing, the peace of God that 

« paſſeth the underſtandings of men, The 

« moſt ſplendid and extenſive earthly poſſeſ- 


« ſions, when laid in the balance againſt du- 
e rable poſſeſſions like theſe, are indeed as no- 


6c thing and lighter than vanity,” 


Vow , Na an 
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4 Spirit of Enmity remains in Penſyl uania. — 


Account of the Indians at Coneflogoe.—T heſe 
Indians addreſs the Governor.—dix of them are 


_ murdered in their Fluts.—Proclamation js iſ- 
_ ſued for taking the Murderers.—Fourteen Indi 


ans are murdered in the Work-houſe at Lan- 
caſter.—4 ſecond Proclamation. —Other friend 


ly Indians are removed to Philadelphia for Pro- 


teftion.—Further Miſchief is intended. — Gover- 
nor conſults the Inhabitants of the City.—Rioters 


come within ſix Miles of Philadelphia. —Gover- 


nor ſends ſome to ſpeak with them. — They deli- 
wer a Remonſtrance and return Home.—A4d.- 


1 * 1 L 1 N 5. 


Death US the Author of this Hi iftory. —Te yOu 7 


Concerning the Author. 


1 HE affairs of this locker in "the oland fur- 
nin few or no remarkable materials ar hiſtory 
at this period of time; but in Penſylvania a 


Spirit of ſpirit of bitter enmity againft this people was 


enm ty 
remains 


{till retained and diſſeminated by a reſtleſs 


in Pevſyl- party, who, as hath been before remarked, had 


vania. 


tor tome time paſt been endeavouring to railc 
tumults in this ſtate. The honeſt endeavours 
of friends to promote a reconciliation with the 


Indians 
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Indians and the ſucceſs attending them, gave a c ua vp. 


new edge to the acrimony of their oppoſers, 


Ps og theſe meaſures thwarted the views of 


theſe men, who, without regard to the public 
good or the principles of chriſtianity, withed 
the continuance of public diſturbances to ad- 
vance their private ends, A mutinous and 
lawleſs ſpirit was by them induſtriouſſy foment- 


ed amongſt the moſt ignorant and ferocious inha- 
bitants of the fronners, whereby they were 
inſtigated to the commiſſion of a crime of the 


utmoſt turpitude in itſelf, and utterly deteſtable 


by all moderate and humane perſons, as a hein- 
ous violation of the laws of chriſtianity, morali- 
ty and hoſpitality, 


A ſmall body of "Fe" i, the remains 


of a tribe of the ſix nations, were ſettled at 
a place called Coneſtogoe, On the firſt ar- Account ot 
rival of the Engliſh in Penſylvania, meſſen- 


II. 
— cond 
1563. 


the Indians 
at Conei- 


gers from this. tribe came to welcome them, togoe. 


and brought them preſents of veniſon, corn and 


ſkins; and the whole tribe entered into a treaty 
of friendſhip with the firſt proprietor William 


Penn (as hath been noticed in its place.) This 
treaty was to laſt as long as the fun ſhould 
ſhine, or the waters run 1n the rivers. 'The 
treaty had been frequently renewed, and the 
chain brightened, as they expreſs it, from time 
to time. As their lands by degrees came moſtly 
into the hands of the white people by ſucceſ- 


five purchaſes, the proprietor aſſigned them 
lands on che manor of Coneſtogoe, to be re- 


N 1 * tained 


* Narrative of the late maſſacres in Lancaſter of 
a number of Indians, friends of this province, printed 
in 1764. 
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CH A P. taincd for their own uſe and habitation. There 


& _ they lived many years in friendſhip with their 
1763 European neighbours and their deſcendants, by 
= whom they were regarded with affection for 
their peaceful and inoffenſive behaviour. 

This tribe was greatly diminiſhed in number 
from the time when the European planters firſt 
arrived in their neighbourhood. There re- 
mained in their town no more than twenty per- 
ſons, viz. ſeven men, five women, and eight 

children. This little ſociety continued the cul. 
tom, which they had begun when they were 
a more numerous body, of addrefling every new 
governor, and every deſcendant of the firſt pro- 
Prietor, welcoming him to the province, affur- 
ing him of their fidelity, and requeſting a con- 


9 tinuance of that favour and protection, they had 


Indians hitherto experienced. They had ſent up an 


—_ the addreſs of the ſame kind to the prefent gover- 
fat er. nor, John Penn, as he had lately ſucceeded 
William Deuny in the government, who, I pre- 
ſume, might have reſigned the office, which 
muſt have become very uneaſy to him, preſſed 
on one hand by the apprehended exigences of 
the ſtate; on the other, cramped by pro- 


prietary inſtructions, and involved thereby in 
diſagreeable altercations with the aſſembly, who 
entertained a confirmed jealouſy of theſe inſtruc- 


tions and of the political views of the proprie- 


tors to take advantage of the preſent difficult 


and diſtreſſed circumitances of the province, to 
wreſt from them and their conſtituents ſome of 

their chartered privileges, and to invade their 
_ conſtitutional rights. 


The laſt addreſs was but juſt deliv wed and 


the 1 new governor ſcarce iettied. in his govern- 
ment, 


this little community, came all well mounted, 


the country in the night. There they ſurround- 


among the reſt they cut to pieces in his bed: 
mangled; their huts were ſet on fire and moſt of 


them burned down. The aſſaſſins then rode 
off, and in ſmall parties, by different roads went 


with the Indians by William Penn, in 1701, and ever 


and benevolent temper. It is ſaid that he being be- 


murder him and his people, he replied, « It is impoſ- 
„ fible: there are Indians indeed in the woods, who 


„e from all danger.” noe lamentably was he mut- 
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ment, when on the 14th of 12th month, 1763, on AP, 
fifty-leven men from ſome of the froutier ſettle. . 
ments, who had projected the deſtruction * 63 
and armed with muſkets, hangers and hatchers 
to Coneſtogoe manor, having travelled through 


ed the ſmall village of Indian huts, and juſt at 

the dawn of day broke into them all at once. wx 
the 

Only two men three women and a young Þoy jndians 

were found at home, the reſt being abſent about are mar 

their lawful occaſions. Theſe poor defenceleſs their huts. 

creatures were immediately fired upon, ſtabbed 


and hatchetted to death. The good Shæhæs * | 


all of them were ſcalped and otherwiſe horribly 


bome. by 
The 


* Shzhzs (as deſcribed | in the narrative): was a very 
old man, having  afliſted at the ſecond treaty, held 


E — 4 AED — — 
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ſince continued a faithful and affectionate friend to the 
Engliſh, he is ſaid to have been an exceeding good 
man, conſidering his education, being of a moſt kind 


fore told, that it was to be feared, that ſome Engl 
might come from the frontiers into the country, and 


i 


« would kill me and mine, if they could get at us, for 
« my friendſhip to the Englith; but the Englith will 
« wrap me up in their match-coats, and ſecure me 


— I ˖7˖ꝓ— ꝓ—ꝓ—³Ü¹ äwy½ — ea no ara 
— * - 2 


taken! 
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1 The gover · 
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cxap. The tidings of this barbarous tranſaction filled 

It. the neighbouring white people, who were not 
abettors, with diſmay and abhorrence. And 
the lamentations of the younger Indians, when 
they returned, and beheld the deſolation and 
the butchered half burned bodies of their mur- 
dered parents and other relations, were exceſſive 
and affecting to the laſt degree. 

The magiſtrates of Lancaſter ſent out to col- 
Jet the remaining Indians, brought them into 
the town for their greater ſecurity againſt any 
further attempts; took them by the hand, and 


promiſed them protection. They were all put 


into the work-houſe, a firong building, as the 
place of greateſt ſafety. 


mation for 


appre governor, charging all judges, magiſtrates, offi. 
dens. ers, civil aud military, and all other liege fub- 


the mur- 
derers, jects to make diligent ſearch and inquiry after 


the authors and perpetrators of the ſaid crime, 


their abettors and accomplices, and to uſe all 


poſſible means to apprehend and ſecure them in 


jome of the public jails of the province, that 


they might be brought to their trials, and be 


proceeded againſt according to law. 
'Too many of the inhabitants of the town and 


county of Lancaſter ſeeming rather to approve 


than diſcourage their ſanguinary atchievement, 


added audacious inſolence to the wanton fero- 


city of theſe cruel men. So that neither che 
precaution of placivg the Indians in a place of 


ſecurity, nor the proclamation iſſued by the 


governor intimidated them from proſecuting 


their wicked purpoſe in defiance of all juſtice, 


rule 


The aſtoniſhing news of this diſmal and dif. 
nor iſſues graceful cataſtrophe ſoon reached Philadelphia; 
a procla- whereupon a proclamation was iſſued by the 


— — err, a+ 


— 


a 
I 


force broke open the door, and birbarouſly 


mation was ilucd by the e in the fol- 
lowing terms. 


: << 
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rule and government, Having got int. 2lligence CHAP. 
that the remaining fourteen Indians were in the 4 
work-houſe of Lancaſter, on the 27th of the 1 
ſame month, they entered that town (which is CAA 


large and populous, containing ſeveral thouſand OE. . 
ere 


mhabitants) fifty of them armed as batore, dif- in the 


mounting, went directly to the work- kouſe, by Fork: 
eat 


Lancaſter, 
murdered all the Tndians confined. there, On 


their bended knees proteſting their innocence 
and attachment to the Engliſh, and with up- 


lifted hands imploring their lives; unarmed 


men; helpleſs women, and innocent mfants— 
all murdered— in cold blood. 

The rioters who committed this atrocious 
deed, in violation of all laws, human and 


divine, then mounted their horſes, huzza'd in 
triumph, as if they had accompliſhed a laudable 
exploit, and rode off—unmoleſted. Although 
a number of the king's ſoldiers were then in the 
| barracks there, whole officers declared they 


were ready to aſſiſt the magiſtrates, if they had 
been called upon, and, by their conduct after- 


_ wards manifeſted their willingneſs and ability to 
do ſo. 


Upon this ſecond maſſacre, a Roti procla- 64. 


00 Wheveis on the twenty-ſecond day of De- A fecond 


„ cember laſt, I iſſued a proclamation for the preclama- 


cc tion ified, 


apprehending and bringing to juſtice, a num- 
ber of perſons, who in violation of the pubiic 
* faith, and in defiance of all law, had inhu- 
"* manly killed fix of the Indians who had 
* hved 1 in Coneſtogoe Manor, for tae courſe of 
„ many 


* 
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many years, peaceably and inoffenſively, un- 


der che protection of this government, on 


« lands aſſigned to them for their habitation; 


notwithſtanding which, I have received infor- 
mation that on the twenty-ſeventh of the fame 


month, a large party of armed men again aſ- 


famblad and met together 1 in a riotous and tu- 


multuous manner, in the county of Lan- 
caſter, proceeded to the town of Lancaſter, 


where they violently broke open the Work. 
houſe, and butchered and put to death four— 


teen of the ſaid Coneſtogoe Indians, men, 
women aud children, who had been taken 
under. the immediate care and protection ot 


the magiſtrates of the ſaid county, and lodged 


for their better ſecurity in the ſaid work- 
houſe, till they ſhould be more effectually 
provided for by order of the goverament. 


And whereas common juſtice loudly de- 
mands, and the laws of the land (upon the 


preſervation of which not only the liberty 


and ſecurity of every individual, but the be- 
ing of the government itſelf depend) require 
that the above offenders ſhould be brought 
to condign puniſhment ; I have therefore, by 


and with the advice of the council, publiſh- 
ed this proclamation, and do hereby ſtrictly 


charge and command all judges, juſtices, 


ſheriffs, conſtables, officers civil and military, 


and all other his majeſty's faithful and liege 


ſubjects within this province, to make diligent 


ſearch and inquiry after the authors and per- 


petrators of the ſaid laſt mentioned offence, 


their abettors and accomplices, and that they 


uſe all poſſible means to apprehend and ſe. 


cure them in ſome of the public jails of 


« this 
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© hended and ſecured any three of the ring-lead- 
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this province, to be dealt with according to 


« And I do hereby further promiſe and en- 


gage that any perſon or perſons, who ſhall 
apprehend and ſecure, or caule to be appre- 


$53 


CHAP. 


Hy: 
25 
1964. 


ers of the ſaid party, and proſecute them to 
conviction, ſhall have and receive for each, 


the public reward of two hundred pounds ; 


and any accomplice, not concerned in the 
immediate ſhedding the blood of the ſaid 


Indians, who ſhall make diſcovery of any or 


either of the ſaid ring-leaders, and apprehend 


and proſecute them to conviction, ſhall, over 
and above the ſaid reward, have all the 


©. 'FENCE>-: 


55 obtaining bis * s pardon for his of- | 


cc Given under my hand a the great 


« ſeal of the ſaid province, at Phi- 


« ladelphia, the ſecond day of 


. January, in the fourth year of 


« his majeſty's reign, and in the 


“year of our Lord, one thouſand 


« ſeven hundred and fixty-four, 
Joux PENN. 


By his 3 5 command 


Joskrn SHIPPEN, junior, ſec. 


Gon fave the Kixe. 


| Theſe proclamations produced no diſcovery ; : 
the murderers and their partiſans having given 
out tuch threatenings againſt thoſe who diſap- 

N 
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CHAP. proved their proceedings, that the whole coun- 


il. try ſeemed to be terrified, and not one durit 


© 


Der diſcover what he knew; even letters from 
thence were unſigned, in Which any diſlike to 
theſe ſhocking enormities was expreſſed. 
Neither doth it appear that proper meaſures 
were taken by the magiſtrates in that county for 


the purpoſe of diſcovering the criminals. In- 


deed whether it proceeded from fear or favour, 
the conduct of theſe magiſtrates ſeems highly 
reprehenſible; to confine the poor creatures 
under promiſe of protection, and ſuffer them 


to be butchered, as before their faces, in viola- 


tion of their good faith; and make no effort 
either to give them the protection which they 


had promiſed, or to apprehend and bring to jul- 


tice the perpetrators; either of which one 
might preſume they might have effected. 


Having proceeded fo far with impunity, it en- 
creaſed their inſolence; filled with rage againſt 


all Indians, they ſeemed determined to deltroy 


them in like manner, in defiance of the govern- 


ment itſelf, they prevailed with others to join 
them, with a view to encreaſe the number of 


Other 


friendly difficult to bring them to juſtice. There yet 


Indians are remained a number of friendly Indians, who had 


removed to 


Pniladel. Put themſelves under the immediate protection 


phia for Of government, by whoſe orders they were 


protection. removed to the city of Philadelphia, from the 
plantations, on Which moſt of them bad lived 
many years under the care of the Moravians, 


by whoſe miſſionaries they had been brought 
to the profeſſion of the chriſtian religion with 

them, and lived ſoberly and peaceably on the 
fruit of their own labour and induſtry, _ 


From 


offenders, ſo much as to render it dangerous or 


"20 


city, called the inhabitants together to conſult 
them upon ſuch m2aſures as he thought advil- 
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From the intelligence received from time to c H A . 


time of the deſign of the rioters to deſtroy theſe 


Indians in the barracks, it was reſolved by 


government to remove them, firſt to the Pro- 


vince-iſland, as a place of greater ſafety; and 


764. 


afterwards to convey them out of the province, 


and commit them to the immediate care of Sir 


William Johnſon, the king's agent for Indian 
affairs; and the general at New York. They 


were accordingly ſent through the province of 


New Jerſey as far as Amboy; but the gover- 
nor of New York refuſing them admittance 
into his province, they were ſoon after ordered 


to return to Philadelphia, and general Gage 


ſending a number of ſoldiers for their protection 


on their return, they were lodged 1 in the barracks 
under a guard. 


The rioters enraged at their diſappointment, 


as ſoon as they heard of the return of the Indi- 


ans, of which they received early intelligence 


from their accomplices in the city, aſſembled 


again in numbers. Accounts were received of 
their proceedings, and breathing out threaten- 


ings of executing their barbarous intentions, not 


only againſt the Indians, but all that defended 


8 


miſchief is 
intended. 


them, and particularly againſt ſome concerned 


in government, as well as 1 private per- 
ons. 


On the 4th of the month, called February, 


1764, the governor receiving information that 


the rioters were on their march towards the 


Governor 
conſults 


able ſor preventing the intended miſchief; num- with the 


bers ſhewed more readineſs tban was expecte 
70 ſupport bis authority, and to oppoſe ſuch a 
daring 


d inhabi- 
tants. 
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CH Ap. daring inſult offered to the government. About 
' midnight ſucceeding the following day, freſh 

— nn 

advice was received of their near approach, 

and precautions being taken to preveut their 

paſſing the ferries over the river, and a very 


heavy rain having raiſed the fords, retarded 
their march. They came down to Germantown, 


1704. 


Rioters 


come with- about fix miles from Philadelphia, from whence 


in ſix miles 
3 they ſent their ſpies into the city, to obſerve 


delphia, the conduct and preparations of the govern- 


ment againſt them; and by their intelligence 
finding they were likely to meet with a very 
different reception from that which they had 
experienced at Lancaſter, they though it ſafeſt 
to halt there, and return home without effect- 


ing their purpoſe. Poſſibly this account of theſe 
murders and riots may appear foreign to our 
ſubject, and thus far it is fo; but the people 
called Quakers, although they were of a very 
_ contrary diſpoſition, and could have no concern in 
ſuch actions, yet they were very cauſeleſſy in- 
volved in the conſequences. When the rioters 
came to Germantown, and found themſelves - 


fruſtrated in their deſigns, they dropped their 
menaces of deſtroying the Indians, and be- 
gan to complain of grievances. A paper un- 
ſigned had been delivered to the governor, as 


from the rioters on their march, though it was 


doubted whether many of them were acquainted 
with the contents, and whether it was not ra- 
ther the compoſition of ſome of their abettors. 


Govemor On the 5th of the month ſome perſons by the 
ſepds ſome governor's authority, went to meet them, and 


' perſons to © 
meet them, inquire into the reaſon of their tumultuous ap- 


pearance. It appeared in the conference held 
with them, that theſe people were much de- 


luded 
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luded through invidious miſrepreſentations, c x a P. 
which had raiſed their prejudice againſt the II. 

| 8 — — 
conduct of the government. In fine, their lead- 564. 
ers engaged they ſhould return home, two of They deli- 


k | | | | i Ver a re- 
them being agreed upon to repreſent the reſt, in e e 


order to lay the grievances they pretended they and return 


were under before the governor, and the aſſem- home. 


bly then fitting. 


A declaration of their intentions, I ſuppoſe, 
and a remonſtrance of their grievances were 
preſented to the legiſlature; and the meeting 
for ſufferings at Philadelphia receiving informa- 
tion that the ſaid declaration and remonſtrance 
contained groundleſs reflections on the Quakers 
as a lociety, they applied to the governor, re- 


queſting a copy of each, which he readily 
granted; whereupon they agreed upon an ad- 
dreſs in anſwer thereto, which they preſented 


to the governor as follows. 


To John Penn, Eſq. Lieutenant Governor of 
the Province of Penſylvania. | 


The Addreſs of the People called Quakers 
in the ſaid Province. 


May it pleaſe the Governor, 


We acknowledge thy kind reception of our Addreſs of 


application for copies of the two papers pre- ele 


« inſtant, which we have peruſed and confider- 
ed, and find ſeveral parts thereof are evident- 
ly intended to render us odious to our ſupe- 

„ e | % TIOCS, 


ſented to thee by ſome of the frontier inhabi- Quakers to 
<« tants of this province, on the 6th and 13th 1. Ser- 
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«© among the inconſiderate part of the people. 

«© We therefore requelt thy favourable atten- 
< tion to ſome obſervations which we appre- 
e hend neceſſary to offer, to aſſert our inno- 


„ cence of the falſe charges, and unjuſt in- 
« ſinuations, thus 1nvidioully propagated againſt 


"2 Ms >; 
Our religious ſociety hath been well known 


c through the Britiſh dominions above an hun- 
« dred years, and was never concerned in pro- 
© moting or countenancing any plots or inſur- 


e rections againſt the government; but on the 
« contrary, when ambitious men,  thirfling for 
« power, have embroiled the ſlate in inteltine 


* commotions and bloodſhed, ſubverting the 


« order of government; our forefathers, by 


ce their public declarations, and peaceable con- 


« duct, manifeſted their abhorrence of ſuch 
ce traiterous proceedings; and notwithſtanding 


they were often ſubjected to groſs abuſes in 
85 weir characters and perſons, and cruel im- 


riſonments, perſecutions, and ſome of then 
« to the loſs of their lives, through the inſti- 
ation of wicked and unreaſonable men, they 
: 5 maintained their profeſſion, and ated 
« agreeable to. the principles of the true dil- 
* ciples of Chriſt; and by their innocent peace- 


* 


% able conduct, baving approved themſelves 


£c 


DAE. 


faithful and loyal ſubjeds, they obtained 


c the favour of the government, and were by 


<« royal authority entruſted with many valua- 


ble rights and privileges, to be enjoyed by | 
„ them and their ſucceſſors, with the property 


N 


they purchaſed in the ſoil of this province; 


"06 which induced them to remove from their 
| ce native 
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native land, with ſome of their neighbours ofc H a p. 


other religious ſocieties, and at their own ex- 
penſe, without any charge to the public, to 
encounter the difficulties of improving a wil- 
derneſs, iu which the bleſſings of divine pro- 
vidence attended their endeavours beyond 
all human expectation; and from the firſt 
ſettling of the province, till within a few 
years paſt, both the framing and adminiſtra- 
tion of the laws were committed chiefly to 
men of our religious principles, under whom 
tranquillity and peace were preſerved among 
the inhabitants, and with the natives. The 


land rejoiced, and every man was protected 


in his perſon and property, and in the full 
enjoyment of religious and civil liberty; but 
with grief and forrow, for ſome years paſt, 
we have obſerved the circumſtances of the 
province to be much changed, and that 
inteſtine animoſities, and the deſolating 


„ calamities of war, have taken place of tran- 
+ 


quillity and peace. 


We have, as a religious ſociety, ever care- 
fully avoided admitting matters immediately 
relating to civil government into our delibe- 


rations, farther than to excite and engage 
each other to demean ourſelves as dutiful ſub- 
jects to the king, with due reſpect to thoſe in 
authority under him, and to live agreeable to 


the religious principles we profeſs, and to the 
uniſorm example of our anceſtors, and to 
this end meetings were inſtituted, and are 
« {till maintained, in which our care and con- 


cern are manifeſted to preſerve that diſcip- 
line and good order among us, which tend 
only to the promotion of * and virtue; 


ahi yet 
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CHAP. « yet as members of civil ſociety, ſervices ſome- 
* times occur which we do not judge expedi- 
ce ent to become the ſubject of the confide- 
c ration of our religious meetings, and of this 
© nature is the aſſociation formed by a number 
of perlons in religious profeſſion with us, of 
« which on this occaſion it ſeems incumbent on 
„ us to give ſome account to the governor, as 
« their conduct is miſrepreſented, in order to 
e calumniate and reproach us as a religious 
« ſociety, by the inſinuations and ſlanders in 
e the papers ſent to the governor, and particu- 
ce larly in the unſigned declaration, on behalf 
cc of a number of armed men, on the ſixth in- 
ce ſtant, then approaching the city, from diſtant 


c the public peace. 

In the ſpring of the year 17:6, the diſtreſs 
ce of the province being very great, and the de- 
ee ſolating calamities of a general Indian war 
“ apprehended, at the 1aſtance of the provin- 
« clal interpreter Conrad Weiſer, and with the 
« approbation of governor Morris, ſome of us 


Indians and their endeavours being bleſſed 
ce with ſucceſs, the happy effects thereof were 
c ſoon manifeſt, and a real concern for the 
06: 2 deplorable ſituation of our fellow ſub- 
« jects on the frontiers prevailing, in order that 

« they might be capable of rendering ſome ef- 
« fectual ſervice; they freely contributed con- 


„ in like manner to contribute, ſo that about 
«© 5000/. was raiſed, in order to be employed 


be: thereof hath been fince expended in preſents 


„ parts of the province, o the diſturbance of 


4 eſſayed to promote a reconciliation with the 


. fiderable ſums of money, and engaged others 


« for the ſervice of the public, and chief part 


6 given 


bation. 
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given at the public treaties 


of this province, and at other times with 
their privity and permiſſion) for promoting 


the ſalutary meaſures of regaining and con- 


firming peace with the Indians, and procuring 
the releaſe of our countrymen in captivity ; 
and thereby a conſiderable number have been 


reſtored to their friends; and we find that 


the meaſures thus purſued being made known 
to the king's generals, who from time to 


time were here, and having been communi- 


cated by an addrels ſent to the proprietaries of 
this province in England, appear, by yy 
written anſwers, and other teſtimonials, 

have received their countenance and 8 


records of the county of Berks, we do not 
apprehend it necellary 10 ſay any more 
thereon, than that we are (after proper en- 


quiry) aſſured, that nothing of that kind is to 
be found on thoſe records, aud that the pri- 


vate minute made by Conrad Weiſer, of a re- 
port he had received from two Indians, of a 
ttory they had heard from another Indian, 

pretending to be a meſlenger from the Ohio, 


does not mention any perſon whatever, nor 


contain the charges expreſſed in the decla- 
ration, and from the enquiry we have made, 
we find them groundlets and unjuff, and 


uttered with a view to amuſe and inflame 
„ the 


Vol. IV. O 


This being the caſe, and- the con- 
duct of thoſe concerned in theſe affairs, evi- 
dently contrary to the intent and tendency of 
the aſſertion contained in the ſaid unſigned 
declaration, pretended to be founded on the 


56 r 


(where they c HAP. 
were ſometimes delivered by the governors 
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cur the credulous, and to vilify and calumni- 


IT. 


Is 


ce ate us. 
„The invidious elle dion againſt © a ſect 


that have got the political reins in their 
« hands, and tamely tyrannze over the good 
« people of this province;” though evidently 
« levelled againſt us, manifeſts the authors of 
« of thele papers are egregiouſly ignorant of 
% our conduct, or wiltully bent on miſrepreſent- 
ing us; it being known that as a religious 


body, we have by public advices, and private 


« admonitions, laboured with, and earneſtly de- 


fired, our brethren, who have been elected 


+ or appointed to public offices in the govern- 


ment for ſome years paſt, to decline taking 
«* upon them a taſk become ſo arduous, under 


« our late and preſent circumitances ; and that 
many have concurred with us in this reſoluti- 


on is evident, by divers having voluntarily 


« reſigned their ſeats in the houſe of aſſembly, 
cc 5 by others having, by public advertiſe- 
« ments ſignified their declining the ſervice, 
© and requeſting their countrymen to chooſe 


others in their places, and that many have 


« refuſed to accept of c in the executive 
e part of the government. We are not con- 
« ſcious that as Engliſhmen and dutiful ſubjects, 
«« we have ever forfeited our right of dleting 


or being elected; but becauſe we could ſerve 
c no longer iu thoſe ſtations with ſatisfaGion to 

< ourſelves, many of us have choſen to forbear 
c the exereiſe of theſe rights, and wiſh a diſpo- 


« fition of a contrary nature was not ſo manifeſt 
in our adverſaries. 
Ihe accuſation of our having bend profule 


«20 lavages, and carefully avoiding to contri- 
e pute 


[ 
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bute to the relief and ſupport of the diſtreſſed c u a F. 


families on the frontiers, who have abandon- 
ed their poſſeſſions, and fled for their lives, is 
equally invidious and miſtaken; we very 
early and expeditiouſſy promoted a ſubſcrip- 


tion, and contributed to the relief of the diſ- 


treſſes of thoſe who were plundered, and fled 


from their habitations in the beginning of the 


Indian war, which was diſtributed among 


II. 


1764. 


them, in proviſions and cloathing, and afford- ; 


ed a ſeaſonable relief. Divers among us, in 
the city 


with others the laſt ſummer, and we are well 


aſſured that money was raiſed, aud ſent up by 
the members of our ſociety in different parts 

of the country; and as ſoon as we were in- 
formed, that the greateſt part of what had 
been voluntarily raiſed by the citizens of 


Philadelphia was nearly expended, a ſub- 
ſcription was ſet on foot, to which ſeveral 


very generoully contributed, and a large ſum 
might ſoon have been raiſed, and was ſtop- 
ped only on account of the tumult which 


hath lately happened; and 1t hath been from 


our regard to our fellow ſubjects on the fron- 


tiers, and ſympathy with their afflicting diſ- 
treſſes, and a concern for the general welfare 
of the province, that engaged our brethren 
to raiſe the money they applied to promote a 


pacification with the natives, and no lzparate 


views of intereſt to ourſelves; but thus un- 
happily our moſt upright and diſintereſted | in- 


tentions are miſconſtrued and perverted, to 


impoſe on the weak, and anſwer the pernici- 
ous ſchemes of the enemies of peace. 


Q 0:2 « The 


of Philadelphia, alſo contributed 
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„ called the remonſtrance, being chiefly anſwer- 


« ed by the foregoing obſervations, it may be 


II. 
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« The eighth paragraph of the ſecond paper, 


L neceſſary only to obſerve, on the malicious 
% charge of abetting the Indian enemies, and 
© keeping up a private intelligence with them,” 

« which we can aſſure the governor is altogether 
« falſe and groundleſs, and we do not know of 


any member of our foctety chargeable there- 
« with; the tranſaction relating to the ſtring 


« (w hich they have called a belt of wampum) 
« we find by letters from general Forbes, and 


F other papers produced to us, was in conſe- 


<« quence of a meſſage ſent by the king's deputy 
agent to the Indians on the Ohio, in the name 


of Sir William Johnſon, their brother Onas, 
and the deſcendants of the firſt ſettlers who 
* came over with their antient brother William 
Penn; as alſo of Frederick Poſt's being en- 


cc gaged by ſome members of our community 


“ to go on another meſſage to theſe Indians, 


« by the expreſs orders of that general, who 
„ then commanded the king's army, and with 
* the concurrence of the governor of this pro- 


% vince; but we do not approve or think it al. 


„ Jowable for any private ſubject to carry on a 
5 correſpondence, or treat with the enemies of the 


„ king and government, nor to engage in the 
6e tranſaction of any affairs of the government, 
„without the privity and conſent of thoſe in 


6 authority over us. 


« We deſire the governor to 0 our tak- | 


ing this opportunity of exculpating ourſelves 
* from arotker falſe accuſation, induſtriouſly 
be „ with a deſign to reproach us as 


cr. lociety; it baving been reported, during 


the 


It would be a tedious taſk for us to under-_ 
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the late commotion in tbis city, that ſome c h a v. 


perſons of our community had in the evening 
of the 6th inſtant, removed, from or near 6 


barracks, ſix Indians, to an iſland in the river, 


nearly oppoſite the city, with a deſign to cou- 


ceal them, and evade their being ſcen and 


examined by ſome of the people irom the 
frontiers, and that an ex parte depoſition of 


an apprentice boy was taken to that purpoſe ; 


upon hearing which, ſome of us immediately 
requeſted to have the ſaid boy and his matter 
carefully examined before the mayor; in con- 
ſequence thereof, both of them were enjoined 


and required by the recorder, and one f 
the aldermen, to appear before the mayor, in 


the morning of the 11th inſtant, at 11 


o'clock, but it appeared from the teſtimony 
of his maſter, that before the time appointed 


the boy abſconded, and after diligent ſearch 
is not fince found. W herefore the mayor, 
after the examination of the military Officers 
(to whoſe care the Indians had been commit- 


ted) and of other witneſſes relating to the 


matter, upon conſideration thereof, and the 


circumſtances attending the relation; firſt 


the alderman, before whom the depoſition 
had been made, and afterwards the mayor 


publicly declared, they were convinced the 


accuſation was utterly falſe and groundleſs. 


take to anſwer all the ſlanderous reports and 
miſrepreſentations, which have been ſpread, 


with a deſign to prejudice our characters, 
through the malice of ſome, and the 1g10- 
rance of others; but hav] ing the teſtimony of 
e Gur 


II. | 
- 
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CH AP. our conſciences to recur to for our innocence, 


« we hope through divine aſſiſtance, we ſhall 


ec be enabled to bear reproaches; and, by the 


«© uprightneſs of our conduct, ſhew forth to the 


« world, that we hve in the fear of God, and 
+ pay the Juſt returns of dutiful ſubmiſſion to 


* the king, for the continuance of his paternal 


c tenderneſs towards us; and that we are, as 
« we have ever been, real friends to the 
government, and ſteadily defirous of acting 
* agreeable to our ſtations, as members of 


„ civil ſociety. 


“ Signed on behalf, and by order of a com- 
_ < mittee appointed to repreſent our religious 
_ < ſociety in Penſylvania and New Jerfey, at a 
meeting held in e the 25th. of 
N ſecond month, 1764. 


Suu kurs. junior, Clerk. 


The frontiers were moſtly inhabited by emi- 

grant ts from the north of Ireland and their de- 
ſcendants, and Germans; the latter, though ſo- 
licited, to their reputation, refuſed to join with, 

or have any concern in theſe 1 iniquitous and tu- 
multuous proceedings. 


And, as the diſpoſition and behaviour of the 


people called Quakers towards the Indians had 
been as to all others (and contrary to theirs) 


regulated by a flrict regard to equity, morality 
and that religion that dictates peace on earth, 


and good will to men; the rioters looking upon 


it in an invidious light, aud as reproaching their 


own too general vindidtive temper and conduct, 
they 
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truth in moſt abuſive repreſentations of that 
people, to whom and their predeceſſors and 15 


Principles, Penſylvania was principally indebted 


for its proſperity and population: all their con- 


duct, public and private, was miſconſtrued 


with the uſual injuſtice of party rage.“ 


Soon aſter writing the foregoing, the author |, 


; 179 
was ſeized with a fit of apoplexy, which in a Death of 
the author 
ol this 


few hours ended in his deceaſe. He attained 


$67 
they went beyond all bounds of juſtice and c nf. 


II. 


1764 


to 70 years, and had been engaged during the work. 


laſt eight years of bis life in writing this 


hiſtory. 


A . from Liſburn Men' * Meeting, 


concerning our deceaſed friend JohN 
Govucn,. read and approved in the Quarter- 


ly-Meeting for Ulſter, held at Moyallon the 
18th of 2d Month, and in the National 
Half-year's Meeting in Dublin, 5th Month, 


1792. 


He was born at Kendal in Weſtmoreland, in 
the beginning of the year 1721, of parents pro- 
feiling the truth, as held by us, the people 

called 


* Nothing has been added to the copy left written by 
my father, except a few of the biographical accounts of 
deceaſed friends, which he had propoſed to be inſerted. 


| He intended to have concluded the work in this fourth 


volume, but from the number of original papers yet re- 
maining, it ſeems impracticable. Thoſe papers are now 


in my poſſeſſion, and ſhall be carefully preſerved, till 


ſome friend may ſee it his buſineſs to finiſh it in a fifth 
volume. 
Liſburn in Ireland, 5th 


of ſixth mo. 1792 Joux Govgn, Junior. 
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CHA AF. called Quakers, and by the information we 
8 have received concerning him, we find that 


1791. 
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from his youth he was much inclined to ſeriouſ- 


neſs and thoughtfulneſs, being early made ac- 
quainted with the teachings of divine grace in 
his heart, and meaſurably attending thereto, he 


became an example of plainneſs, frugality and 


ſobriety, m his apparel and conduct, and was 
thereby preſerved from the evils and condem- 
nable practices, into which too many of our 


youth by purſuing a contrary conduct, have un- 


happily fallen. 
HFaving received an education ſatcable to 


qualify him for a ſchoolmaſter, and being en- 
dowed with good natural parts, he was employ- 


ed about the ſixteenth year of his age as uſher 
in a friend's ſchool, at Pickwich in Wiltſhire, 


in which ſtation he continued four years, and 


then reſigning his Place, he removed into this 
kingdom. 


In the year 17 50, he ſettled 3 in Dublin, where 
he remained about twenty four years, follow- 


ing the occupation of a ſchoolmaſter. During 


his reſidence in that city, he approved himſelf 


a valuable member of ſociety, having experi- 
enced through the ſanctifying operation of the 


ſpirit of truth, a gradual advancement in the 
work of righteouſneſs, as he grew in years, grow- 


ing in grace aud in the knowledge of our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, he was thereby fitted for 


lervice, and being appointed to the office of an 


elder in the church, pretty ſhortly after his ſet- 


tlement there, he was found truly ſerviceable ” 
in his ſtation amongſt his DIELUTED. 


In 


E 
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prehenſion of duty to remove into this neigh- 
bourhood, and undertook the care of a board- 
ing ſchool, about which period he was called 
forth into the more public work of the miniſtry, 
and approved himſelf in the exerciſe of his gift 
as an able miniſter, ſpeaking the things that be- 
came ſound doctrine, labouring abundantly in 
the freſh flowings forth of goſpel love, for the 
exaltation of truth and the edification of the 


body. In the courſe of his miniſterial labours, 
be viſited the province of Munſter and ſundry 


parts of Leinſter, and once, viz. in the year 


1785, ſeveral counties in England, he alſo ſun- 
dry times attended the yearly meeting in Lon- 


don, and on all theſe occaſions we have reaſon 
to believe his company and ſervices were uy 
acceptable to friends. 


In tranſacting the affairs of the . 


he was eminently [kilful and of extenſive aſs 
in the ſociety, particularly by his aſſiſtance 
therein at the time of our national aſſemblies, 


being favoured with a ſound judgment, quick 
conception and a right underſtanding of the 


letter and ſpirit of our diſcipline, with the 
capacity of expreſſing his thoughts in a clear, 


conciſe and convincing manner. He was ofien 
inſtrumental by his judicious and ſeaſonable 
_ remarks, in caſes of ee 1 friends 
were divided in judgment, 
their different ſentiments, to he preſervation 
of harmony and concord; yet was he care- 


reconciling 


ful not to preſs his opinion above meaſure, 


thereby manifeſt fig his regard to the promo- 
tion of good order m the church of Chrift, 


in 


II. 
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In the year 1774, he was induced by an ap- HA p. 
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cnar.in obſervance of the apoſtle's in junction to | | 
Il. his ſon Timothy, that the ſervant of the Lord 
1791. Muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men, 
aapt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. He alſo ſhewed ˖ 
a good example of brotherly condefcenfion ö 
in giving up to the neceſſary ſervice and ap- © | 
pointments of the meeting, at the requeſt of - | 
his brethren. 


He was of a ſober, eircumſpect life nnd Br 
_ converſation, as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt; - 


plain and humble in his appearance, and grave 3 
in deportment, ſhewing himſelf a pattern of F A 
good works, in doctrine ſhewing uncorrupt- | 


_ neſs, gravity, fincerity. And although it may | as 
be ſaid, that in public teſtimony, he was for 10 
the moſt part drawn forth in a cloſe line of FF T 
doctrine, from a weighty ſenſe of the deep wy 
revolting and departure in heart of many 1 _ 
of the profeſſors of the bleſſed truth, in he wa 
preſent day, from the holy law and govern- Th 
ment of the Prince of peace, yet at other 25 
ſeaſons, particularly in more ſelect opportu- BY 
nities, he was experienced to be as a nurſing 5 
father to the children of the family, a tender ms 
inſtructor in the way to the kingdom, and _ 
an encourager of the honeſt-hearted therein. wi. 
And if we conſider him in the more con- | of 
tracted circle of private life, he was a kind 1 it 
and affectionate neighbour, full of tenderneſs | the 
and compaſſion, feeling in much ſympathy |} 8 
for the trials and ſufferings of his friends, b 
whom he neglected not to viſit, and to com- OY 
miſerate in their diſtreſs as opportunity of. 15. 


tered 
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fered, to cheer the drooping heart and to c HA P. 
adminiſter conſolation to the afflicted. l. 
He was a diligent attender of meetings for Bo as 
worſhip and diſcipline at home and abroad, yy 
being ſcarcely ever abſent from our general 
province quarterly and national meetings, he 
likewiſe frequently viſited the ſmaller meet- 
ings, and the adjacent meetings of diſcipline, 


as alſo the families of friends in different parts 
of this province, to good ſatisfaction, being 


often therein much favoured to ſpeak appli- 


cably to the ſeveral ſtates of the viſited. 


And when releaſed from ſervices of this na- 


ture abroad, he was careful not to be ſlothful 


in buſineſs at home, being cloſely employed 


for ſeveral years during the latter ſtage of 
his life, in the weighty and arduous under- 


taking of compiling a general hiſtory of our 


ſociety, three volumes of which have been 


lately publiſhed, and the remaining one brought 
very nearly to a concluſion; of this work 


as 1t 1s already well known and pretty gene- 


rally in friends hands, it does not appear 
needful for us to ſay much, further than to 
expreſs our hope that it may be as a me- 
morial to many, of thoſe uſeful talents where- 
with he was gifted, and of his application 
of them, under the influence of divine aid, 
with diligence and devotedneſs of heart, to 
the cauſe and ſervice of truth in his gene- 


ration. 


About a year before his At he ws 
attacked with a ſudden ſtroke of the paralytic 


kind, which gave much cauſe of apprehen- 
ſion to his family and friends, that the time 


of 
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II. 


1791. 


HISTORY or uE 


CHAP. of his departure was at hand; from which 


however he ſo far recovered as to under- 
take the performance of a religious viſit to 
ſome meetings in the province of Leinſter, 


and to join with ſundry friends, nominated 
by our national meeting, in viliting the meet- 
ings of diſcipline in Munſter, and he was 


furniſhed with ſtrength and ability to ac- 
compliſh the ſervice and to return to his family 
in peace. 


He was at times concerned in public ſup- 
plication in our aſſemblies, on which occa- 

ſions he appeared weighty and fervent in 

ſpirit, as one deeply impreſſed with a reve- 
rent ſenſe of the ſolemnity of the engagement, 

and a few weeks previous to his death, be- 

ing engaged on this wiſe, after interceding Z 
for the general ſtate of the church, he was 
led by a remarkable tranſition, as if favoured 2 
with a ſenſe of his approaching diſſolution, 
to ſupplicate on his own behalf, that he might | 
be more and more purified and fitted for his 
final change, that when the angel of the di- 
vine preſence ſhould be ſent to his habita- 
tion with the ſolemn meſſage that time 
ſhould be to him no longer, he might be ad- 
mitted to join the hundred and forty four 
thouſand who were redeemed from the earth, 
in ſioging praiſes to the lamb. And as our 
dear friend continued a zealous and diligent 
labourer in the vineyard until the conclu- 


ſion of his days, being willing to ſpend and 


to be ſpent, that ſo he might finiſh the work | 


allotted to him therein, as a good and faith- 


ful ſervant; we doubt not but he is now a 


partaker 
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partaker of the pleſſed recompenſe of reward c H Ap. 
in the joy of bis Lord. 5 


On the 25th day of the tenth month, "TT 


1791, being ſuddenly ſeized with another fir, . 
which in a few hours put a period to his 
exiſtence in this ſtate of mutability, he quietly 
departed as one falling aſleep and on the 
28th he was decently interred in friends 


burying ground at Liſburn after a ſolemn 
meeting. 


Exp Or THE FouRTH VOLUME. 


TO-THE 


FOURTH 


AbRDEEN, magiftrates 


there make a law to disfran- 


chiſe the Quakers, p. 123. 
Act againſt eretics. See He- 
retic.—Againſt occaſional con- 


formity, p. 96.—See Schiſm 2 


act repealed, 176. 


5 Addreſs to queen Anne, p. 4.— 


To ditto, p. 6.— Third, of ac- 
knowledgment of the queen's 


favour in repealing an act en- 
_ titled Heretics, p. 58.—Fourth, 


upon the defeat of a deſigned 


_ invaſion, p. 62.—Fifth, upon 


the treaty of Utrecht, p- I 04. 
to king George, I. upon 


his acceſſion, p. 158.— To dit- 


Ty on a the extinQion of the re- 


bellion, p. 167. 


Addreſs to che king on account of 

_ the extinction of the rebellion 
in Scotland in 1745, p. 336. 
— from the friends in Ire- 


"land, p. 436. 

- of friends to the proprie- 
taries of Penſylvania, p. 465. 
to George III. on his ac- 
ceſlion to the throne, p. 532. 


p. 533. 


1763, p. 539. 


Affirmation- act renewed in the 
old form, p. 161.—Continues 
uneaſy to many friends—Ap- 


plication for a new a&, which 
may be univerſally ſatisfactory, 
P 181. 


to the e of Wands 


to the king on the peace 


1 N 


p. 181—Paſſed by the com- 
mons, p. 18 5.—Oppoſed in the 
houſe of lords, p. 186.—Petiti- 
on againſt it, p. 187.—Paſſed 
by the lords, p. 190.—Epiſtle 
of caution concerning the uſe 
thereof, p. 191. Made per- 
petual, p. 
the affirmation, note, p. 260. 
E Kenewed in Ireland, p. 437. 
Alteration of the ſtyle, p. 369. 
Andrews, Peter, his life, P- 412. 
Anne. See queen. 
Anthony, Joſeph, and others im- 
priſoned for declining to aſſeſs 
miniſters wages, p. 218.— Their 


caſe laid before the king and 392. 
e William; Sec George 


council, p. 219. 


Arxrſcott, Alexander, account of 
Burn, Benjamin, his caſe, 303. 


him, p. 307. 

| Aſhton, John, his life, p. 431. 
Aſſociation for preſerving peace 

with the TE P- 504. 


| a 


| £ Bangs, Ben jamin, account of him, 
p. 3175 

| Banks, John, account ot him, P- 
72. 


Barclay 8 apology fone to the * 
nipotentiaries at Aix-la-Cha- 


pelle, p. 362. 
Bevan, K van, account of him, p. 
| 42. 
Bewley, Mungo, his Kiſer p. 438. 
. Bill for relief of the people cal- 


led Quakers brought into par- 


liament, in 1736, p. 284.— 


* Biſhops and clergy oppoſe ſaid 


bill, p. 285, &c.— Bill loſt in 
- the houſe of lords after dn 
the commons, p. 286. | 


I97,—Form of 


Blakeling, John, account of him, 
p. 21. 
Boococke, William, his cas; p- 


303. 


Bownas, Samuel, lands in Mary- 


land, p. 134.—His anſwer to 
George Keith's challenge, ibid. 


Is impriſoned, p. 138.— Bill 


of indictment preferred againſt 
him, rejected by the grand jury, 
P. 140. Threatened to be ſent 
to England in chains, p. 141. 


He learns to make ſhoes for 
his ſupport in priſon, p. 143. — 


KRegains his liberty, p. 144.— 
8 account of him, p. 


Keith. 


C. 


Cadwallader, John, his lie, p. 


457. 


Camm, Anne, account 4 her, p. 


N 
Thomas, ditto, p- 64. 


Caſe of people called Quakers 
preſented to en in 


1736, p. 282. 


Caſes of Richard Ward, Benja- 


min Burn, and William Boe- 
cocke, p. 303. 


en Cox, p. 338. 
Caſe of Hannah Riſdale, p. 339. 
of Travail Fuller, p. 402. 
of Daniel Hollis, p. 420. 
- of Francis Hart, proſecuted 
by Mary Jerom, p. 534. 


Chalkley, Thomas, his viſit to the 
Indians, p. 152— His lite and 


death, p. 446. 


of Thomas ie and | 


Claridge, 


N ES 


| Claridge, Richard, account of 


him, p. 204. 
Convincement in Tortola, p. 445. 
Cox, Benjamin, his caſe, p. 338. 
Criſp, Samuel, account of his 
convincement, p. 350. 


Crouch, William, account of . 


p- 3. ATI 
D. 


Dickenſon, James, his life, p. 319. 


Diſtraints, exorbitant, p. 293. 


Dobbs, John, his life, P- 426. 
E 


Ellwood, Thomas, account of 


him, p. 105. 


Epiſtle to the 8 at. 


_ Aix-la-Chapelle, p. 362. 


Gove, taken by a French pri- 
vateer and carried into Marti- 


nico, p. 149.—lis life, 2 454. 
F. 


Farrington, Ab. his life, P- 416. 
Fothergill, John, his life, p. 326. 
5 VE 7. 
| eee 


ſuffering, p. 97. 
Fuller, Travail, his caſe, P- 402. 
G. 


George I. aſcends the throne of 
_ Great-Britain, p. 157. Ad- 
dreſs of the people called — | 


ers to him, p. 158. 


| George II. aſcends the throne, 0 


P- 277. —Addreſs to him on 


account of the extinction of the 
rebellion in 1745. p. 336. — 


His anſwer, 337.—Addreſs to 
him from Ireland, p. 438.— 
His death, p. 426.— George 


III. ſucceeds to the throne, p. 
531.— Friends addreſs to him 


Vor. IV. 


5 of advice on the alteration 
olf the ſtyle, p. 370. e c 
Eſtaugh, John, and Richard 


thereupon, 532.— His anſwer, 


P. 533. 

Goodwin, John, his life, p. 541. 

Gough, John, author of this hiſto- 
ry, hisdeath and teſtimony con- 
cerning him, p. 567. 

Gurney, John, 71 life, p. 314. 


Hart, Francis, proſecuted by 


Mary Jerom, p. 534- 


Heretics, an a& under that title 


againſt Quakers, Ranters, &c. 
paſt in the colony of Connecti- 
cut, p. 56.—Repealed by the 
queen and council, p. 57. 
Hoadley's two ſermons, and pro- 
ceedings thereupon, p. 175. 
Hollis, Daniel, his caſe, p. 420. 


Holme, Benjamin, viſits Ireland in 

company with John Burton, p. 

237. Viſits Londonderry and 

ſeveral other places, p. 238.— 

Impriſoned at Longford, ibid. 
1 


Indians at Coneſtogoe, account 
of them, p. 547. —-Addreſs John 
Penn, governor of Penſylvania, _ 
p. 548.—Six of them murder- 
8 by the frontier inhabitants, 
p. 549.—Proclamation iſſued 


for diſcovering the murderers, 


p. 550,—The remaining 14 


Indians murdered at Lancaſter, 


p· 5 51. Second proclamatior, 

51. — Other Indians re- 
moved to Philadelphia for pro- 
tection, p. 554. — The murder- 
ers and their abettors threaten 
Philadelphia, but ſtop within 
ſix miles of it, and ſend in a 
remonſtrance, p. 556, 557. 
Addreſs of the people called 
Quakers on the ſoregoing ſub- 


en p. S. 
pP . inland , 


12 


E N. D E x. 


Ireland, Sience FOR allowed to 
_ anſwer bills in chancery upon 
their affirmation, p. 258.—Ex- 
empted from the penalties of 

2d Elzabeth.—A provincial 
_ viſit, p. 259. —Aftirmation-a&t 


obtained, p. 260.—Renewed, 


* 197. 


Keith, Geo rge, ſent as a miſſiona- * 


ry to America, p. 9, 128.—En- 

deavours more to depreciate 
the Quakers than to recom- 
mend epiſcopacy, p. 129.— 
His interview with John Rich- 
ardſon, p. 130. —-Next meets 
with Thomas 


cures his impriſonment, p. 137. 


G. Keith returns to England | 


And gets a living in Suſſex, p. 


144. — Becomes uneaſy to his 


pariſhioners about their tithes, 


Pp. 145.— Further account of 


him, p. 146. 


Kidd, Benjamin, account of him, 


* 365. 


Life of Margaret For, p. 7. 
| —— Ambrote Rigge, p. 9. 


John Blakeling, p. 21. 
Gilbert Latey, p. 25. 


——Anne Camm, p. 44. 


Thomas Camm, p. 64. 


3 John Banks, p. 72. 


——  Wilam Crouch, p. 83. 
Thomas Ellwood, p. 105. 
= Samuel Waldenfield, p- 


269. 


Story,—He E 
challenges Samuel Bownas to 
a diſpute, p. 134.—Sends Brad- 
ford to take advantage of Sa- 
muel's doctrine, p. 135. Who 
informs againſt him and pro- 


Life of William Penn, p- 177. 

—George Whitehead, p. 198. 
Richard Claridge, p. 204. 
Chriſtopher Story, p- 
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John Bareroft, p. 261. 
Alexander Seaton, p. 262. 
Thomas Wight, p. 265. 
— Thomas Wilſon, p. 267. 
Alexander Arſcott, p. 


307. 


Samuel Overton, p. 31 . 
John Gurney, p. 314. 
Benjamin Bangs, p. 317. 

— James Dickenſon, p. 319. 
Thomas Story, p. 322. 
-— John Fothergill, p. 326. 
Evan Bevan, p. 342. 

- Benjamin Kidd, p. 365. 
— John Richardſon, p. 377. 
Samuel Bownas, p. 392. 
Peter Andrews, p. 412. 
Abraham f 3 


416. 
William Pitts, p. 422. 
— John Dobbs, p. 426. 

John Aſhton, p. 431. 

George Rooke, p. 433. 
Mungo Bewley, p. 438. 
— Mary Peiſley, p. 439. | 
Thomas Chalkley, p. 446. 
— John Eſtaugh, p. 454. 
John Cadwallader, p.457. 
Ou . P. 541. 


M. 


Be at Park, South- 


wark, caſe thereof, p. 32. 
— at Savoy, London, 
ditto. 


— at Oxford much da- 
maged, note, p. 163. 

Meeting for ſufferings eſtabliſhed 
""""* Philadelphia, p. 480. 
Meeting 


on, 


ned 


ing 


{ N- D 


Meeting in London depute two 


friends to carry an epiſtle of 
advice to friends in Penſylva- 
nia, p. 486. 


N. 


Nobleman, advice of one to 
friends of London on Penſyl- 
vania affairs, p. 483. 


O. 


Overton, Samuel, his life, p. 311. 


P. 


Peiſley, Mary. her life, p. 439. 
Penn, William, his letter to the 


ſettlers 1 in Penſylvania, p. 154. 


— — - his death, &c. P- 
177. | 


Penſylyania, original ſtate of that 
province, p. 458.—Long en- 


joyment of peace, p. 460.— 


Due regard paid to religion, 
Kc. ibid. Proſperity under 
the government of Quakers, 
p. 461.—Envious perſons cauſe 
diſſatisfaction there, p. 462. 
The proprietary governors en- 


deavour to encroach on the 


privileges of the people, p.462. 
Conceive a diſlike againſt the 


Qu uakers on account of their 
adherence to the eſtabliſhed 


_ conſtitution, p. 463.— The 


French cauſe the Indians to 
make war on the province, p. 
464.— Friends addreſs on ac- 

count of the militia-laws, p. 
465 .—Endeavours uſed to de- 
prive friends of places in the 
aſſembly, p. 470.— They are 

miſrepreſented to the Britith 


government, p. 471.— Their 


vindication, p. 473 N 


on the Indians, p. 473.— 
Friends raiſe a ſubſcription for 
the ſufferers in the Indian war, 
p. 479.-—Meeting for ſuffer- 


5 ings eſtabliſhed, 480.— The 


meeting for ſufferings inter poſe 
on behalf of their friends in 
Penſylvania, p. 482.—New go- 
vernor appointed, p. 487.— 
But one-third of the aſſembly 
of thoſe called Quakers, p. 488. 
—Rigorous exactions under 
the militia laws, p. 489.—In- 
habitants of Penſylvania divide 
into parties, p. 489.—The peo- 
ple called Quakers adviſe their 
members not to mix with par- 
ties; notwithſtanding the ill- 
uſage which they had received, 
p. 490.—Proprietaries refuſe 
letting their eſtates be taxed, 
P. 491.—An apology of the 
Quakers for not joining in a 
general faſt, p. 494.—Aſſocia- 
tion for hte. peace, p. 
504.— Friends attend an Indi- 
an treaty, p. 506. Friends ad- 
dreſs the aſſembly to prohibit 
an intended theatre, p. 5 10.—. 
Letter from meeting for ſuf- 
ferings in London to that at 
Philadelphia, Appendix, p. 
511. Summary account o 
Occurrences with governor 
Denny, Appendix, P- 513. Ses 
Indians. 

Pitts, William, his life, p. 422. 
Pretender, young, lands in Scot- 
land, p. 334 „ 
Proſecutions, lt of ſevere, p. 280, 

281. | 


TTY grievous for trivial 


demands, p. 289, &c. 
| Proſecution, 


I N DC 


Pra puto, repeated of the ſame 
' perions, p. 296. 
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Quakers, act paſſed againſt theth : 


under the title of heretieks, p. 
56.—Remonſtrate againſt the 
ſchiſm- act, p. 124.—Addreſs 
the king upon the extinction of 
the rebellion, 1715, p. 167.— 
Admitted tothe freedom of cor- 
porations upon their affirmati- 


on, p. 204.— Some in New- 


England impriſoned for declin- 


ing to aſſeſs che prieſt's ms 
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Queen Anne aſcends the throne, p. 
3. eclares her reſolution to 

maintain the toleration, p. 5. 
| —Repeals an act paſſed in the 


colony of Connecticut againſt 


Quazkers under the title of he- 
reticks. p. 57 — death, 8 


16. jo 


| Rebellion ! in Sootland; 171 5, p p. 
165.—Quelled, p. 166. Ad- 


dreſs on this occaſion, p. 167. 
Ditto, in 1745, p. 334.— 


5 Quelled, p. 335.—Addreſs on 
the occaſion, p. 3 36.—King' 8 


anſwer, p. 337. 


Report of committee appointed 


to enquire into the complaints 
of Penſylvanian Indians, Ap- 
pendix, No. iii. p. 529. 


338. 


Richardſon, John, his life, p. 377. 


Rigge, Ambroſe, account of him, 
p- g. — his warning, 112. 

Riſdale, Hannah, her caſe, p. 339. 

Rooke, George, his life, p. 433. 


— 


* Richardſon, Thomas, his caſe, p. 


8. 

Schifn, act Again the growth 
thereof, p. 123.—Remonſtrance 
againſt it, p. 124.—Rendered 
ineffectual by the queen's death, 
p. 126.— Repealed, p. 176. 

Story, Chriſtopher, account of 
him, p. 226. 

Story, Thomas, his viſit to Ire- 
land, p. 243-—At Kilkenny 

perſecuted by the biſhop of 
Offory, ibid. Committed to 
priſon, p. 245.— Removed to 
the ſheriff's houſe, where he 

hath a meeting, p. 247. 

Again impriſoned, p. 250.— 
Again committed on the act 


for uniformity, p. 25 3.—Final- 


ly ſet at liberty, p. 255 —His 
life, p. 322. 


. alteration of che, p 369. 


p- N 


Tithes, account of ſeveral who 
laid down their lives in priſon 
for erlesen againſtthem, 

P. 298. 

Tortola, Iſland, convincement 

there, p. 445. 


Treaty of Ar a Chapelle, p. 


362. . 


Utrecht, treaty of Peace conclud- : 
ed there, p. 103. 
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Waldenfield, Samuel, account I” 
him, p. 169. 


Ward, Richard, his caſe, 19 


303. 
Whitehead, George, account of 
him, p. 198. | 


epiſtle of advice "thereon, 5 
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